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Janet Stanko Wins Award as Guard- Bad News in Water
ian and Defender of the Environment WlthdfaW&' Fight

Janet Stanko was awarded The Guardian pe s w1 Ina 54 vote on April 13,
and Defender of the Environment Award at ' n 8l © the St. Johns River Water
the Mayor 6s Environn nVarmagement District
April. Janet serves as Vice Chair, Energy "{.', (SJRWMD) Governing
Issue Chair, Political/Legislative Chair , and ! Board voted to issue a per-
Compliance Officer for the Sierra Club mit to Seminole County for
Northeast Florida Group, and also serves as . the Yankee Lake water
a member of Sierra C i withalréveal aRddreainterit ¢ a |
Action Committee. plant.

From an awakening that began with envi- Photo by Mark Pettlgrew The permit allows Semi-
ronmental concern while gazing out of the  nole County to withdraw up to 5.5 million gal-
Left fo right: Sierra Club NE Chair Tom Larsonyyindow of a bus over a tired rdselt urban lons per day from the St. Johns River, but this
Janet Stanko, and Mayor John Peyton L.

setting, to possessing a real appreciation for could be the beginning of much larger and more

the natural world around our homes and our lives in Jacksonville, and across thdsmaging withdrawals in the future.
great land of ours, Janet has been an inexhaustible and determined leader of  Neil Armingeon, the St. Johns Riverkeeper

change. She has campaigned for public engagement in transformation ofour st at e d, A... SIRWMD has
stateds growth management pract i ce stherivenand twrekd its backomits missiorg Ita s
the campaign for the Florida Hometown Democracy amendment. was clear from the testimony from the adminis-

Janet has been a letigne supporter of analysis and creative thinking about thetrative hearing that Seminole County does not
environment, consistently working with JEA and other actors in our community.need to take water from the river until after
She has long been a proponent of protections and improvements for clean air £@l4. The District has not required the county to
water. Since the 1990s, Janet has been part of the Clean Power Stakeholderspursue adequate conservation, and has simply
group that works with and advises JEA on air and water quality issues involving hosen t o put the river
its utility planning and operations. Seminole County to continue to grow at an un-
Janet has an uncommon combination of environmental knowledge, as well asustainable rate and continue to use water ineffi-
the business background important in considering environmental implicationsof i ent | y. 0
business operations in the local community. (Janet joins good company; see theHundreds of people opposing the withdrawal
Member Awards area of our website for other distinguished environmentalists.)attended the meeting, and thousands more signed
petitions. The crowd was poorly handled by

Legislative Update SIJRWMD, with many being blocked from entry
and speaking at this public forum. In addition,
Highlights from our Sierra Club folks in Tallahassee: over 19,000 emails opposing withdrawal were

Budget- The House and Senate passed their versions of the budget in early Afnlibcked by SJRMD so that those opposed could
A conference committee will iron out the differences between the two with a votet voice their opposition to Board members.
expected around May 1. In an OpEd piece in the Times Union on April
Florida Forever - It looks hopeful for funding of Florida Forever and Evergladesl9, Susan Hughes, Chairwoman of the Board
Restoration at a reduced rate for the coming year, but perhaps fully funded theand a Jacksonville resident, who voted for with-

following year. drawal, stated that the
Fertilizer Control - The complicated group of fertilizer bills generallydonot vi rtually no i mpact on
adequately protect our water resources and are in need of improvement. ogy. o

Mangroves and SeagrassesMangrove protection bills look hopeful. Says Armingeon, fALet m
Growth Management- There are two bad bills allowing for override of the we are disappointed but NOT defeated. The
stateds responsibility to perfor m asttrhuoggolueg hwialnld cro ngtoirnouuesé
mitting by shortening the timeframe to 45 days. eral | egal issues Co
Energy-St i |l I wor king on the Governor 6sgiQiemgn WLm.ros position (-

fornia tailpipe standards for vehicle emissions) and the Renewable Portfolio Stan¥ou can support the Riverkeeper at:
dard of 20% by 2020 to reduce the use of fossil fuels to generate electricity.  www.stjohnsriverkeeper.org

Explore, enjoy and protect the planet



eds.greenmail@gmail.com

Janet Stanko, Vice Chair 880-1813
janestan@bellsouth.net
Al Tilley 737-9211

atilley@unf.edu
Open Position
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Tom Larson, Chair 247-1876 Ité r a u u t I ‘
TCLarson168@msn.com
Bi No pets allowed on outings except where designated in the outings description. Outing participan
ill Armstrong 880-7702 . . : SO . .
armsfam@yahoo.com are required to sign a waiver and release of liability at the start of the outing, the language of whicl
Dick Cardell 730-2128 can be found at:
gen32207@yahoo.com http://www.sierraclub.org/outings/national/participantforms/forms/individual_waiver.pdf.
Nancy Devereux 725-4439 JOIN US ON MEETUP:
wndevro@comcast.net Detalils of all outings can be found on our Meetup web site. Join our Meetup site for easy aqcess
Candice Rue 241-7889 programs, outings, and interaction\atww. meetup.com/SierraClub-Northeast-Florida-Group
TS Saturday, May 2, 10:00 a.m.: Exploring the Okefenokee
Ed Schlessinger, Treasurer 730-8148 Explore and learn about the Okefenokee National Wildlife Refuge withnaird@te

guided tour of the swamp and a 3% mile hike on woodland trails, visiting an historic
iswamper o homestead and wal king the boa
at the Eastern Entrance near Folkston, GA at the Visitor Center. The boat tour is $16.0(
for 12 years and up and $10.00 fet 5. RSVP on our Meetup website by May 1. For
questions, contact Shelly Fine at shelfine@gmail.com or 908825, or Mark Petti-

grew at mpettigrew@gmail.com or #3970. Carpools can be arranged on Meetup.

Saturday May 30, 11:30 a.m.: Exploring Hidden Treasures of St. Augustine

C I I l I '] tt r\ ﬁa'j!ijrﬁe Citizens for the Preservation of St. Augustine for attauar trolley tour
O I ee N bf i treasures of St. Augustine. David Nolan, award winning historian, will be

Conservation Volunteer for this
position! Call 247 -1876

Environmental Mark Pettigrew

Education markpettigrew@gmail.com

Fundraising Volunteer for this

Events position! Call 247 -1876

Inner City Claudia Germano/Steve

Outings Ruge 268-9875

Legislative Janet Stanko

880-1813 janestan@bellsouth.net

Legal Volunteer for this
position! Call 247 -1876

Membership Karen Kempf

482-5352 kempf99@gmail.com

Newsletter Bill Armstrong

880-7702 armsfam@yahoo.com

Outings Brian Paradise

BGParadise@comcast.net

Programs, Duval Janet Larson
247-1876 JCLarsonl68@msn.com

Programs
Ponte Vedra

Larry Lickenbrock
larr2604@hotmail.com

Publicity Melinda Eckert
730-0385 eckenjm@bellsouth.net
Nominating Dick Cardell
gen32207@yahoo.com
Website Connie Geller
249-1761 c.geller@comcast.net

E-mail: neflsierraclub@yahoo.com

Web: http://florida.sierraclub.org/northeast

Web: www.meetup.com/
Sierra-Club-Northeast-Florida-Group

SIERRA
CLUB

FOUNDED 1892

our guide. Please note that this outing is already full.For details of this outing and to
get on the waiting |ist, go to our Meet
in the future.

Saturday, May 30, 9:00 a.m.: Walking and Communing with Nature UNF

Hike along the trails of the University of North Florida and view the lovely vistas that
abound in this speci al natur al ar ea. W
trails. Meet at 9:00 a.m. in the parking lot at the west entrance to UNF about half a mile
east of 9A. Maps on Meetup. Reservations not necessary. Leader Bill Armstrong: arm:
fam@yahoo.com., (904) 880702.

Saturday, June 27, 8:00 a.m.: Gleaning for the Hungry

Wedll join the Society of St Andr ew an
vegetables in the Hastings area. Gleaning is the process of gathering vegetables which
have not been gathered by mechanical harvesters from farms which permit gleaning.
Vegetables gathered by gleaning will be delivered to hunger relief agencies in our area.
We will glean for approximately 3 hours from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. We will meet in the Ave-
nues Mall area at 8 a.m. to car pool to the Hastings area (details on Meetup). RSVP on
Meetup or to Outing Leader Brian Paradise (bgparadise@comcast.net) by June 12. Yol
must sign a release form for the farmer providing the farm. Release form and additional
information is on Meetup.

outings e

From recent sedl ot os

Kayak Demo

Biking in Guana

Exploring Alpine Groves

Want To Be An Activist?
Email, phone, and write legislators and other persons when an urgent need arisep to col
municate a Sierra Club message. Contact Brian Paradise at: bgparadise@comcgst.net.
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NE Florida Group Donates $1000 to FHD - Will You Match It?

Your Executive Committee has agreed to donate $1,000 toward Florida Hometow
Democracy, with the proviso that we challenge our members to match and leverage
those funds with their own personal donations.

Your contribution right now will be vital to FHD. Mail your checks to Florida Home
town Democracy, P.O. Box 636, New Smyrna Beach, Fla 32636, or go to

Are You a Writer?
Interested in writing short articles on the er
vironment, energy, climate change, or othe
topics for our news
your chance! Contact Bill Armstrong: arms
fam@yahoo.com, 880702.

=

www. fl ori dahomet owndemocracy.com and
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support.
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Itdéds not to |l ate to join many other

Group. Your donations help us preserve and protect our local environment. Dig ol

appeal letter we sent you; send your donationSiewra Club Northeast Florida

Group, 6015 Morrow Street, Suite 106, Jacksonville, FL 32217

Next Book Discussion Group - May 28

We will be reading and discussiMirage: Florida and the Vanishing Water of the Eas
ern U.Swritten by Cynthia Barnett. Join the stimulating and fun sharing of ideas at
5457 Grove Ave in Arlington at 7:30 on May 28th. Copies of the book are available
public libraries and bookstores. Please RSVP on Meetup or contact NancydB8825

or wndevro@comcast.net.

Omnibus Public Land Management Act of 2009 Is Law!

RODIVhe this month...

| ocal Sierrans by
t that . .
To help you with your spring
cleaning and deluttering, a
resource list for your discards
three clicks from the home
_ page.
Just go to:

%ome > All Issues > Make Yours A Healthy
ommunity > Where's YOUR Clutter?
Also, check out our new Member Awards
section- just click on Member Awards in our
left side menu:
Visit florida.sierraclub.org/northeast for

This landmark federal bill safeguards millions of acres of new wilderness, protects
dreds of miles of rivers, expands trails, and keeps critical habitat in Wyoming safe f
oil and gas leasing. What a victory!

Whotos, articles, and featureas well as our

’Icl'fﬁlendar of Events.

Habijax Goes Green

We learned these impressive statistics at
our April meeting about Habijax:
- Their lumber waste is under 1%. The in-
dustry average is 10%.
- Drywall scraps are sent back to the manu
facturer for reuse. This reduces the weigh
waste per house by 20%.
- They are in the process of getting all houg
Florida Green Building Coalition certified.
- All houses have Energy Star washers, dry
ers, refrigerators, microwaves, and stoves.
- In 2008, HabiJax built 64 Energy Star
Qualified homes the equivalent to eliminat-
ing the emissions from 31 vehicles or savir
homeowners $28,608 on their utility bills.

Solar City Planned in Florida

The developer of the new city of BabcocK
Ranch in southwest Florida, Kitson and Pa
ners, and Florida Power and Light announ
an agreement to build a 75 Megawatt solar
photovoltaic power plant on a 350 acre soq
farm at Babcock Ranch. They plan to mal
the new city of 50,000 people 100% solar
powered, to create a cityide digital electric
di stribution fAsmart
manufacturing and o
dustries to build factories in the new city.

Quick Links

Recent links, news items, and updates:

State OKs River Siphon
TU coverage of the SIRWMD decision.
See: http://tinyurl.com/cjboha

Transportation Planning Opportunity
Hereb6s your opportu
ion on the 2035 Long Range Transportatio
Plan for NE Florida.

News story: http://tinyurl.com/c5jhv9
Provide your input to the plan at:
http://www.northfloridatpo.com).

=

Sierra Club Green Home

Check out this Sierra Club site designed tq
help individuals take simple steps to make
their homes more energfficient, ecologi-
cally sustainably, and healthy.

See: http://www.sierraclubgreenhome.con

Upcoming Master Naturalist Programs
There are plenty of new courses coming u
for the Master Naturalist program.

See: www.masternaturalist.org
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EPA Moves to Regulate Greenhouse Gasé
See: http://tinyurl.com/ct6x95

Solar-Powered City

Herebs an article
ject discussed to the left.

See: http://tinyurl.com/crvr6z

High Speed Rail
Can Obamabs
muter air routes?
See: http://tinyurl.com/d5kqdx
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UNF Lifetime Learning Series

Free lectures from 6 to 9 p.m. in the Univer
sity Center. The schedule is:

May 12: AShar kso
May 26: AWetl ands
RSVP: billie.lombardo@unf.edu
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