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Sierra Club NE FL Group Demands Inner City Outings

Cruise Ship Emissions Monitoring Events and Training
On February 18, Tom Larson, our Sierra With Inner City Outings (ICO), we take chil-
Club NE Florida Group Chair, submitted a dren from the inner city on outdoor adventures
formal request to the Environmental Quality that they normally would not be able to experi-
Division (EQD) of Jacksonville to more as- ence.
sertively do what it is supposed to do - moni- We would like to welcome all the new leaders
tor and enforce air quality standards. who completed Outdoor Leadership training in
Larson learned from city records that, in February and also thank those who participated
December of 2008, the EQD observed four in the Action Plan Workshop. We hope to see a
E violations of city air quality rules by the Car- lot of changes and new faces in ICO in the fol-
. nival Cruise Lines’ Solihgimonthdsasci nati on” .
Apparently, the EQD was not planning to take any action unless they received ICO is sponsoring two CPR classes this month.
a “citizen complaint?”. Our Si err a Thd Math 22 céads Wilebe at 3:08 p.n@ in Poter ma |
Larson correctly noted that “I1t s hoVedrahndth®March2@clags wiltte & Slanda-y f ¢
plaint to be lodged for the EQD to engage in proactive enforcement of the regula- rin at 3:00 p.m.. We still have spaces available
tions established to protect the health of our citizens and the environment around if you would like to attend. The cost is a bargain
us .’ at $15.00. It will be taught by a Red Cross Cer-
In the |l etter, Larson asked that *fifleddnstthe@® conduct recurri
of cruise ship emissions on an ongoing basis and engage in rigorous enforcement ICO will have two outings this month. We
action to get attention to COJ Rules by cruise ship operators in our port. The will participate in the annual St. Johns River

goal should be to prevent unper mit t@edn UpdhMsch21.00usSlocation is N¥i-t h  t |
terminal in Mayport (opposed by the Sierra Club NE FL Group) looming, Larson lover Creek on Heckscher Drive. We will start

states, “We need the EQD to | ead a satlt:b0am.coitakeadaptape oBlowpide tnd e C t «
ture of strict compliance with environmental quality standards in and about our we' | | end at noon.
city. I f you’'l Il regularly enforce oWekill4lsed toLiald TaldtisBndfot h e c |
know that they need to plan and operate so as to comply - or face the costly con- lunch and hiking after the clean up. Volunteers
sequences.” are welcome to help us clean this site. The ICO

See Larson's full letter at: florida.sierraclub.org/northeast. After reading the children will also participate in the Pumpkin Hill

letter, contact your City Council representative and ask that the EQD do its job to event on March 29.

enforce city |l aws without needing a Wearélélnlg foriideacltd raise findsdotally” C i 1
mand, also, that the Mayport cruise terminal idea be scrapped because of the lin- Contact Claudia Germano at 268-9875 for ideas
gering environmental and community values issues. or more info about ICO.

Northeast Florida Sierra Club Group Needs Your Help

In these unprecedented times, we need your help to continue our ment, and organized the Climate Action Working Group to moti-

mission of helping to protect the air we breathe, the water we vate this area’s agencies to d

drink, and the natural beauty we all enjoy. In order to continue our efforts of outreach, education, commu-
Here in Florida we are being besieged by plans for new fossil nication, legislation, and advocacy, we need your financial help.

fuel power plants, a recent JEA contract to purchase nuclear We know that under these difficult economic conditions, funds for

power, a cruise ship terminal for Mayport that will endanger the  charitable donations are limited, so any amount you feel comfort-

St. Johns River ecosystem, water shortages, and threats from able contributing to be part of defending the environment is appre-

profiteers to shape land use decisions in their favor. ciated. You will be receiving an appeals letter soon; make a dona-
Last year we saw the successful resolution of a threat to the tion so we can all make a difference. You can mail a check now

headwaters of the Pottsburg and Julington Creek, continued to to:

fight for the Hometown Democracy amendment, worked for the Sierra Club Northeast Florida Group

health of the St Johns River, advocated for the Right Whale and 6015 Morrow StreetSuite 106

the manatee, minimized the impact of the Fish Island develop- Jacksonville, FL 32217

Explore, enjoy and protect the planet
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Executive Cq

Tom Larson, Chair 247-1876
TCLarson168@msn.com

Bill Armstrong 880-7702
armsfam@yahoo.com

Dick Cardell 730-2128
gen32207@yahoo.com

Nancy Devereux 725-4439
wndevro@comcast.net

Candace Rue 241-7889
c.rue@att.net

Ed Schlessinger, Treasurer 730-8148
eds.greenmail@gmail.com

Janet Stanko, Vice Chair 880-1813
janestan@bellsouth.net

Al Tilley 737-9211

atilley@unf.edu

Open Position

Conservation Volunteer for this

"Sierra Club Outl

Participants in Sierra Club outings are required to sign an acknowledgement of outing member
responsibility, express assumption of risk, and release of liability at the commencement of the out-
ing. The language of this waiver can be found at http://www.sierraclub.org/outings/national/
participantforms/forms/individual waiver.pdf.

If you need a copy of the language and cannot access the website, please contact your Outings
Leader, and he/she will arrange to get a copy to you.

Note to all outing participants
Individual outing participants are responsible for bringing the appropriate gear and provisions for
each outing. For your benefit, gear checklists are available - contact your Outings Leader.

Saturday, Mar. 7, 10:30 a.m.: Day Hike to Moses Creek
The Moses Creek Conservation Area preserves one of the few remaining undeveloped
tidal creeks in the region. It is owned by the St. Johns River Water Management District.
Moses Creek has a diverse vegetative community which provides habitat for a variety of
wildlife. There are two entrances with parking areas on the north side of SR 206, east of
US 1. We will meet at the eastern entrance to Moses Creek (nearest the Intracoastal Wa-
terway) at 10:30 a.m. Bring plenty of water, bug spray, and lunch. Hike is limited to 12
rticipants and is approximately five miles. RSVP REQUIRED on our Meetup web site

atar ar. 14, 7:15 a.m.: Hecksher Road Cleaup

C O m m itte e ‘: Ea]ea;ra];%to Allen Altman at: altmanscientific@gmail.com or (904) 501-3588 (cell).
p

position! Call 247 -1876

Environmental  Volunteer for this

Education position! Call 247 -1876

Fundraising Volunteer for this

Events position! Call 247 -1876

Inner City Claudia Germano/Steve

Outings Ruge 268-9875

Legislative Janet Stanko

880-1813 janestan@bellsouth.net

Legal Volunteer for this
position! Call 247 -1876

Membership Karen Kempf

482-5352 kempf99@gmail.com

Newsletter Bill Armstrong

880-7702 armsfam@yahoo.com

Outings Brian Paradise

BGParadise@comcast.net

Programs, Duval Janet Larson

247-1876 JCLarsonl68@msn.com

Programs Larry Lickenbrock

Ponte Vedra larr2604@hotmail.com

Publicity Melinda Eckert

730-0385 eckenjm@bellsouth.net

Nominating Dick Cardell
gen32207@yahoo.com

W ebsite Connie Geller

249-1761 c.geller@comcast.net

E-mail: neflsierraclub@yahoo.com

Web: http://florida.sierraclub.org/northeast

Web: www.meetup.com/
Sierra-Club-Northeast-Florida-Group
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Hel clean up our adopted Hecksher -Rd.
7:15 a.m. at the north side St. Johns River ferry landing (Check the ferry schedule if you
plan to use it.). Bring a few bags and
some fun together. Clean-up will last until about 11. RSVP on our Meetup web site (see

below) or to Janet Larson at 247-1896 or JCLarson168@msn.com.

Saturday, Mar. 21, 10:30 a.m.: Exploring the History of Fernandina Beach

We ' | | meet at the Harbor (parking is av
tour will be of lovely Center Street. Next, we will have lunch at Café Caribou or wher-

ever you choose. Following lunch, we will take the Golden Era tour, learning about the

unique players in Amelia Island's history and how the city was affected by world events

from 1782-1850. Go to ameliamuseum.org for more information on the tours. The fee is

$20.00 per person for both tours or $10.00 for one. Car pooling can be arranged by noti-

fying Shelly that you want to car pool. The Harbor parking lot is at the foot of Center

Street next to the harbor. RSVP REQUIRED as soon as possible on our Meetup web site

(see below) or Shelly Fine: shelfine@gmail.com or 904 825-8035.

Saturday, April 4, 10:00 a.m.: Walk at Alpine Groves and Beluthahatchee
St. Johns County Park Naturalist Beverly Fleming will tell us about the ecology and his-
tory of two new northwest St. Johns County parks. Beverly will lead us on an easy one-
hour walk through Alpine Groves, a 54.4 acre former homestead and citrus grove on a
bluff overlooking the St. Johns River. We will carpool to nearby Bethluthahatchee, for-
mer home of author and human rights activist Stetson Kennedy. Bethluthahatchee, which
will open to the public later this year, is famous as a retreat for folksinger Woody Guth-
rie, who wrote more than 80 songs while in residence there. After a short tour, we will
return to Alpine Groves for an optional picnic. Alpine Groves is located on SR 13 (San
Jose Blvd.) 4.2 miles south of Julington Creek Bridge. Turn right into park. We will meet
at the first parking lot next to the Butterfly Garden. Children welcome. Please e mail June
in the event of cancellation due to heavy rain. RSVP on our Meetup website or email
June Weltman at mirandamanning@aol.com. Learn more: http://www.co.st-
johns.fl.us/BCC/Land Management/

On our Meetup site, you'll find all of our events and outings listed for
"‘ your easy review and RSVP. You can ask questions about the event and
ME@. Up ickl : ite f
get answers quickly. Join our Meetup site for easy access to programs,
outings, and interaction with other Outdoor Adventurers and Conserva-
tionists at: www.meetup.com/SierraClub-Northeast-Florida-Group.
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Florida Hometown Democracy Update

We were di sappointed that the Florida Supreme Court aippr o
amendment, sponsored by our opposition, will enable them to continue petitioning to qualify for the 2010 ballot. While it purports to
allow citizens to vote on changes to the master plan, it contains barriers for meeting requirements for placing a referendum on the bal-
lot. These barriers are designed to keep citizens from placing comp plan changes on the ballot; it presents absolute barriers to disabled
people and active duty military folks from participation in this process.
Please consider donating to FHD, even if you have donated before. We are developing the campaign for communicating to the pub-
l'ic, and we are collecting additional petitions for “insur

Mayport Cruise Terminal Vote Delayed Again

As reported in the TimesUnion, an amended lawsuit, filed by the Mayport Village Civic Association and two families, has accused
the Jacksonville Port Authority of trying to mask its true intention for taking over ferry operations from the city in 2007. In September
of that year, the City Council approved a bill that transferred the ferry to the port authority. In addition to land associated with the ferry,
the city also included some nearby property as a deal sweetener. The lawsuit says the port authority should have publicly stated its in-
tention to build a terminal on that land. See the article under Quick Links and see an extensive story in the February 17 Folio Weekly
for more info.

National Sierra Club Election Coming This Spring

The annual election for the Sierra Club's Board of Directors is now underway. Those eligible to vote in the national Sierra Club elec-
tion will receive in the mail (or by Internet if you chose the electronic delivery option) a national Sierra Club ballot. This will include
information on the candidates and where you can find additional information on the Club's website. Please take the time to vote - your
vote is important!

Sierra Suppers - April 4

April 4 will be our next “Sierra Suppers” event. Somie f or
San Jose area, Jackie Simms (733-6676), to
RSVP. Ifyou would like to host an event,

call Janet Larson at 247-1876. Q u |Ck Ll ] kS

Join the Sierra Club

Book Discussion Group Recent links, news items, and updates: Name

Our book discussion group will meet again | Study: Dredging Makes St. Johns Saltier Address
for another stimulating sharing of ideas on Researchers are not sure how much damage iy coate
March 19th at 7:00 p.m. in Arlington at the extra salt would do.
Nancy Devereux's ho See: http://tinyurl.com/buqw9o V!¢ Zip Phone ( )
32211. Please RSVP to 725-4439 or Use Less Water or Suffer Email
wndevro@comcast.net. Northeast Florida may become a 'caution area'

We will be reading In Defense of Foobly | See: http:/tinyur].com/abm2jk

Michael Pollan, who also wrote The Omni- Sunshine Accusation Puts Off Mayport Join today and receive

a FREE Sierra Club

vor e ds .Dipiksefmhombaok are Cruise Terminal Voter Weekender Bag!
available at public libraries and bookstores. Allegations of secret deals derail the consid-

. . eration.
Pumpkln Hill Event - Mar 29 See: http://tinyurl.com/d5kvc3

. . . ["] Check enclosed. Please make payable to Sierra Club.
Bring your bikes, kayaks and/or walking Renewable Energy: Legislature Needs to
shoes and spend the day for free exploring all Step Up

the city, state and federal parks in Pumpkin A T-U letter by our Chair, Tom Larson.
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. . d Numb:
Hill. Tour two properties that the North Flor- | See: http://tinyurl.com/btbetu ;I I;\:: “ /
ida Land Trust is working to preserve. .
Kavak Ad 11 be oivine d Electric Car Advocacy
. aya ventures wi © gl'Vlng emonSFra_ Check out http://www.pluginamerica.org/ Membership Categories Individual Joint
tions throughout the day. Join the Northside ) e
Rotary's Fish-8puty a Good Web Site on EWaste Special Offer [1$25
: See: http://www.ban.org Standard 0 $39 0 $47
benefit the North Florida Land Trust. Supporting O&75 FISies
(Purchase tickets by calling 827-9870 or go | News from Tallahassee -
. . . Contributing 16150 0 $175
to: www.northfloridalandtrust.org). Subscribe to the Sierra Florida Reporta :
. - . weekly on-line news publication. Send an L'fev Loy ol
Sierra AnAwar do email to Listserv@lists.sierraclub.org with SEller o 0 524 O $32
Congratulations to Janet Stanko for receiv- | SUBSCRIBE FL-FLORIDA-REPORT in the stolentmitedllnomeRl k2 LIEE2

Contributions, gifts and dues to Sierra Club are not tax deduc'cible;I
< they support our effective, citizen-based advocacy and lobbying |
efforts. Your dues include $7.50 for a subscription to Sierra magazine |
t and $1 for your Chapter newsletters. 1

ing the award for b|messagebody

path and keeps us 0|GreenShopping

ongoing award given at the whim of Program | Check out http://letsgogreen.biz
Leader Janet Larson. You may be the next CO2 Reduction

award recipient! Check out http://www.350.o0rg/

|®N

P.O. Box 52968, Boulder, CO 80322-2968
or visit our website www.sierraclub.org F94Q |W 3306 1

e e e e e e e e e e e — - — -

1
1
1
Enclose a check and mail to Sierra Club, 1
1
1




Meeting Calendar

Monday,
Ponte Vedra Beach General Meeting
Public Library, Ponte Vedra Beach

Monday,
Jacksonville General Meeting

March 2 A 6:

March 9 A 7:
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General Pr

Thursday, March 12| A 6:30 p.m
Executive Committee Meeting

6850 Belfort Oaks Road, Jacksonville

Monday, April 6 A 6:30 p.m
Ponte Vedra Beach General Meeting

Public Library, Ponte Vedra Beach

Thursday, April 9 A 6:30 p.m
Executive Committee Meeting

6850 Belfort Oaks Road, Jacksonville

Monday, April 13 A|7:00 p.m

Printed on 30% postonsumer recycled paper with sbgsed ink
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Wil e Sillrr ortheast-Florida-Group
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Jacksonvill e
Monday, March 9

Manatees and Jacksonville Univer-
sity’s Manatee Research Program

Manatee numbers have been increas-
ing, but in 2008 a record number of in-
fant manatees died, raising the question
of their survival.

We will find out about the successes
and i ssues surroun

’ dcows” from Dr Ger &

Research Scientist at Jacksonville University. Dr. Pinto helped
develop and implement the state approved Manatee Protection
Plan for Duval and Clay Counties.

We will collectyoure -wast e at this mg
us your tired, your nonworking but valuable electron -
ics yearning .to be reusedo

The Jacksonville meeting will be at the Lakewood Presbyterian
Church, 2001 University Blvd (1/2 mile from San Jose Blvd). Social

p Ponte Vedra Beach

Monday, March 2

The Himalayas

Julie Wright will discuss the cul-
ture of the Sherpas, geology, high
altitude illnesses and physiology, and
other interesting aspects of the Hi-
malayas.

Julie has a Master's Degree in En-
vironmental Education and Science.
e $he wasen Petics (ras Volunteer in
| the Déniinivan Bepublidandshas twiceatriveled to the Himalayas

for study and on a spiritual journey. She is the Senior Center Coor-

dinator at THE PLAYERS Community Senior Center.
Non-Sierra Club members are very welcome to attend the meet-

A nl%_rg?é] gnther iﬂf(grpaﬁimﬁ, Blease phone Brian Paradise at (904)

The Ponte Vedra Beach program will be held in the main meeting room of

the Ponte Vedra Beach Public Library on Library Road at AlA (blinking

light south of the intersection of AIA and Solana Road, on A1A about two

miles south of Butler Boulevard).

Time begins at 6:30. Bring your own cugnd your ewasté



