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AOur representatives are se§eting congtantly Jookipet o

to the voters selecting their representatives. That is a situa-

tion that 1 think the Amer i % \eop

Barack Obama, February 8, 2006

Should your legislators be allowed to hand pick their voters
and design legislative districts that they cannot lose? Can our
political representatives do a good job when their political districts expand over
many counties and hundreds of miles?

Northeast Florida examples of such gerrymandering include Congressional
District 4 (Ander Crenshaw) - it stretches 186 miles from Tallahassee to Nocatee.
Running 150 miles is Congressional District 3 (Corrine Brown), stretching from
Arlington to southern Orlando. Expansive state legislative districts in our area:
House District 20 (Bill Proctor), extends about 75 miles from western Clay
County to SE Flagler County; House District 12 (Aaron Bean), covers 6 counties
or parts, extending about 90 miles.

These conditions exist because there are no laws prohibiting these practices.
Legislators perpetuate their own power by drawing safe districts for themselves.
Because of these conditions, an effort is underway by FairDistrictsFlorida.org to
amend the Florida Constitution to stop legislators from choosing their own voters
and to make sure that political districts are contiguous and more compact.

There is a need to create clear and strict fairness standards and rules that stop
legislators from drawing political boundaries that favor an incumbent or political
party. These standards and rules could give voters back the power to fairly elect
their representatives and encourage challenges to ineffective incumbents.

FairDistrictsFlorida.org has created two proposed amendments to the Florida
Constitution for the 2010 ballot, one for Congressional redistricting and one for
Florida legislative redistricting. For more details, see the Fair Districts link on
our web site at florida.sierraclub.org/northeast.

How can we bring about these changes?

1. Collect 676,811 voter signatures on each of the two petitions by October 31,
2009, to get the Fair Districts amendments on the ballot in 2010.

2. Vote for the Fair Districts amendments on November 2, 2010.

3.  Go to www.FairDistrictsFlorida.org to download petitions or to get involved
in the campaign or phone FairDistrictsFlorida.at (305) 445-5442.

4. Spread the word. Ask your friends and family to sign petitions and get in-
volved.

75% Recycling or 100% Up in Smoke

The stage is set to achieve 75% recycling of municipal solid waste (MSW) or
have 100% go up in smoke - used as a fuel. It is up to us to decide by making
our choice known to the Florida Department of Environmental Protection. Legis-
lation enacted in 2008 (FS 403.7032) requires that the DEP recommend to the
legislature by January 2010 how to reduce the amount of recyclable solid waste

Wastecontinued on page 3 >
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ing their emails or

their cell phones to see
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Twitter probably appeals to these folks since, as

I understand it, and admittedly I have VERY
limited understanding, they can have constant
contact, or at least feel like they do because all
of their time is spent documenting, in 140 char-
acters or less, their every movement.

[ prefer a different kind of tweet. That lovely
sound filling the spring air right about now T

bird songs. I |l ove
cardinals, titmice, and the rainforest-like call of
the pileated woodpe
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little nuts about checking my garden for my fa-

vorite feathered friend. The ruby-throated hum-

mingbird al ways sur
a flash, just as yo
gone. | 6ve al ways
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habit Florida but never saw one in the 21 years I

lived in south Florida. When I moved to north

Florida, I only occasionally saw one at my hibis-

cus and sightings were far between.

A few years ago Mother Nature smiled upon
me and brought an interesting volunteer to my
garden. Purple salvia started growing in a spot
that looks so good, almost like I planned it, and
it is plentiful! Right in front of my house just

outside my bedroom window the flowers mingle

so nicely with my other, less exciting plants.
Years | ater it has
mind. Besides, it is this purple gem that the
hummingbirds seem to love! About a thousand
times a day I sneak up on my bedroom window
and quietly peer around my dresser in hopes of
glimpsing my hummingbirds. During the sum-
mer I see them every evening at about the same

sort

time. The flowers are already blooming; should-

ndét the hummingbird
not a single sighting. I feel like an obsessed
computer nerd with nary an email in my inbox.
Il 6m giving it two m
extremely distraught.

Meanwhile I have to end this column now;
maybe the hummingbirds are here; I better go
check.
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Executive Cq

Tom Larson, Chair 247-1876
TCLarson168@msn.com

Bill Armstrong 880-7702
armsfam@yahoo.com

Dick Cardell 730-2128
gen32207@yahoo.com

Nancy Devereux 725-4439
wndevro@comcast.net

Candice Rue 241-7889
c.rue@att.net

Ed Schlessinger, Treasurer 730-8148

eds.greenmail@gmail.com

Janet Stanko, Vice Chair 880-1813
janestan@bellsouth.net
Al Tilley 737-9211

atilley@unf.edu

Open Position

Committee Cha

Conservation Volunteer for this
position! Call 247 -1876

Environmental Mark Pettigrew

Education markpettigrew@gmail.com

Fundraising Volunteer for this

Events position! Call 247 -1876

Inner City Claudia Germano

Outings 268-9875

Legislative Janet Stanko

880-1813 janestan@bellsouth.net

Legal Volunteer for this
position! Call 247 -1876

Membership Karen Kempf

482-5352 kempf99@gmail.com

Newsletter Bill Armstrong

880-7702 armsfam@yahoo.com

Outings Brian Paradise

BGParadise@comcast.net

Programs, Duval Janet Larson
247-1876 JCLarsonl68@msn.com

Programs
Ponte Vedra

Larry Lickenbrock
larr2604@hotmail.com

Publicity Melinda Eckert
730-0385 eckenjm@bellsouth.net
Nominating Dick Cardell
gen32207@yahoo.com
Website Connie Geller
249-1761 c.geller@comcast.net

E-mail: neflsierraclub@yahoo.com

Web: http://florida.sierraclub.org/northeast

Web: www.meetup.com/
Sierra-Club-Northeast-Florida-Group
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No pets allowed on outings except where designated in the outings description. Outing participants
are required to sign a waiver and release of liability at the start of the outing. The waiver can be
found at:

http://www sierraclub.org/outings/national/participantforms/forms/individual waiver.pdf.

JOIN US ON MEETUP:
Details of all outings can be found on our Meetup web site. Join our Meetup site for easy access to
programs, outings, and interaction at: www.meetup.com/Sierra-Club-Northeast-Florida-Group

Saturday, June 6, 9:30 a.m.: Kayaking at Fort George Island

We 6| | have a nice paddle at a | ei
the river. Meet at the boat ramp on A1A/Heckscher Drive about 2 miles north of the
Mayport Ferry. Expect boat and jet ski traffic. You must have your own boat or you can
rent from Kayak Amelia or another outfitter. Please make sure you have all safety equip-
ment. If anyone wants to learn how to roll be sure to bring your skirt. This is more suit-
able for sea kayaks but any kayak or canoe will be OK. RSVP with leader Rob Eggers on
our Meetup site or riggers@bellsouth.net, (904) 223-5367.

aturday, June 6, 9:00 a.m.: National Trails Day in Mike Roess Gold Head
Park

he Florida Trail Association and American Hiking Society invite you to celebrate Na-
tional Trails Day. Guided hike on the Ravine Trail at 9:00 a.m. In addition, learn about
the Florida Trail in the area, see exhibitors and special guests, enjoy refreshments, raffle
prizes, awards, and children's activities. No RSVP required. The park is located midway
between Gainesville and Jacksonville, 6 miles north of Keystone Heights on S.R. 21, near
Camp Blanding and about 40 miles from Jacksonville. For more info and directions, see
Meetup site, or www.floridastateparks.org/goldhead/default.cfm.

Saturday, June 13, 10:00 a.m.: River Cruise of St. Johns and Ortega Rivers
Enjoy the rivers and learn about the area's history and ecology on this St. Johns
Riverkeeper tour. The S.S. Marine Taxi departs from and returns to the Friendship Foun-
tain, 1015 Museum Circle, behind the Museum of Science & History. The boat is cov-
ered and has waterproof curtains that can be lowered in case of rain. Bring camera, bin-
oculars, snacks or lunch, and water bottle. This popular cruise sells out fast so reserve
ASAP with the Riverkeeper directly. The Riverkeeper is holding some spots for the Si-
erra Club so please advise them that you are with the Sierra Club. Please cancel at least
48 hours in advance because there's usually a waiting list. Cost: $15 adults; $5 for under
12. Call (904) 252-7336 or email: kellydsavage@gmail.com to make reservations. Please
also let outings leader June Weltman know that you are coming by RSVP on Meetup or
mirandamanning@aol.com. For more information: www.mystjohnsriver.com.

Saturday, June 27, 8:00 a.m.: Gleaning for the Hungry

Wedl |l join the Society of St Andr ew
vegetables in the Hastings area. Gleaning is the process of gathering vegetables that have
not been gathered by mechanical harvesters from farms which permit gleaning. Vegeta-
bles gathered by gleaning will be delivered to hunger relief agencies in our area. We will
glean for approximately 3 hours from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. We will meet in the Avenues
Mall area at 8 a.m. to car pool to the Hastings area (details on Meetup). RSVP on
Meetup or to Outing Leader Brian Paradise (bgparadise(@comcast.net) by June 12. You
must sign a release form for the farmer providing the farm. Release form and additional
information is on Meetup.

Sierra Outings Leadership Training on June 20

The Sierra Club, Nassau Group, will conduct a training session in Fernandina Beach on
the morning of June 20 for Sierrans who want to lead outings for the Sierra Club. The
training will last for about two hours. The location and exact starting time for the training
has not yet been established. Please advise Brian Paradise at bgparadise@comcast.net if
you would like to attend the training and Brian will advise you of the location and time.

Sierra Sentry

"Sierra Club Outl
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Waste

disposed of in waste management facilities, landfills, or incinerators by 75%. Fantastic,
except for the huge fly in the ointment specifying that solid waste used for the produc-
tion of energy counts as recycling.

Burning MSW to produce energy is like making ethanol from corn - it takes more en-
ergy to produce it than is obtained by just burning it. The energy saved by recycling is
three to five times that produced using waste as a fuel. Energy saved by recycling is the

from page 1

Are You a Writer?
Hereds your chancel!
guest columnist, Lisa Goodrich, by providing
about 250 words on a topic, issue, or opinion
important to you! Contact Bill Armstrong:
armsfam@yahoo.com, 880-7702.

greenest available.

In addition, the economic benefits of recycling make a compelling case for choosing
recycling MSW over using it as a fuel. Recycling creates jobs, saves energy, and re- e
duces the destruction of forests and other natural resources. g oyndprotcheplne

What can you do? Support the FloridfaryChagp!ts&licdid a didiSelse
Make it known that you choose 75% recycling and that MSW is not a renewable fuel. stories about energy and climate change is
Post comments on the DEP web site: http://www.dep.state.fl.us/waste/recyclinggoal 75/ assembled by Allen Tilley. Many receive this
default.htm. Write to your newspaper, state legislators, and the Governor. For more info via e-mail but now it is available online
information visit: www.gatorsierra.org, and http://www.toronto.ca/garbage/index.htm. on our web site.

Email Linda Demler to volunteer to help: linda.demler@sierraclub.org. Ti || ey iéasgrealres@urcekor you in
keeping up with climate change issues and the
Great News About FHD - and Citizen Outrage! latest in alternative energy development.

We are only a few thousand petitions short of our goal to get on the 2010 ballot. Citi- Thetrailto Ti | | e yié: s Hofhe>eDark
zen outrage at the outcome of the recent legislative session has increased donations, Issues > Promote Smart Energy Use and Stop
helping to pay for more petitioners. If you are angry at the developer-controlled legisla- | Global Warming > Professor Tilley's Track.

. . There is also a direct link on our home page.
ture, please fight back by donating to www.FloridaHometownDemocracy.com. Ron Visit f ridasierraclub.ora/northeast for
Littlepage expressed it best when he 1 (iua g (30 D

os, qrticles, ang features - ellagour [

be the only way to promote smart gr owéﬁndafopEvets ori da. -

Thanks! - - P T TTToTE T T T eI
Thanks to all who Quick Links i ng Join the Sierra Club

Earth Month celebrations - Mark Pettigrew,
Candace Rue, Emily Rue and her Girl Scout
Troop, Lana Gantner, Frances and Bill
Reilly, Kathleen Underwood, Janet Stanko,
Rae Safty, and Roberta Barr. We talked
about Sierra Club, got 100 FHD petitions
signed, and handed out lettuce and sunflower
seeds. They were a big hit! (Thanks, Mark,
for the idea!)

Environmental Education

Mark Pettigrew and Janet Larson talked
about the environment to a kindergarten class
at Alimacani Elementary School in March.
Budding environmentalists are blossoming!

If you have an interest in teaching others
about the environment and the Sierra Club,
contact Janet Larson. Opportunities abound!

Riverkeeper Appeals Water

Withdrawal Decision

The St. Johns Riverkeeper filed an appeal
on May 11 challenging the recent decision by
the St. Johns River Water Management Dis-
trict Governing Board to allow Seminole
County to remove millions of gallons of wa-
ter a day from the flow of the St. Johns River.

With this action, the Riverkeeper continues
its fight to protect the river and ends the
hopes of water guzzlers that concerned citi-
zens would pull back from their two-year
struggle to prevent the withdrawal of water
from the St. Johns.

Recent links, news items, and updates:

Florida Evading Clean Water Laws
Groups sue the EPA, saying it's not enforcing
the Clean Water Act.

See: http://tinyurl.com/0c9434

AfnFl orida Forevero P
The wonderful program that rescued so much
of Floridads natur a
goes unfunded this year.

See: http:/tinyurl.com/oluh4o

AfThe Story of Stuff
This great online video will teach you some-
thing, make you laugh, and just may change
the way you look at all the stuff in your life.
See: http://www.storyofstuff.com

Water Agency Pushes to Find Wasters
Finding them will help target action where it's
needed most.

See: http://tinyurl.com/okhn4x

Power Plants Eye Forests for Green Fuel
Companies turning to scrap wood for a green
fuel as coal power becomes more expensive.
See: http://tinyurl.com/ofdemx

New Sierra Club Online Social Networks
Sierra Club and other activists are increas-
ingly using social networking tools like Face-
book to meet, share information, strategize,
and organize. See these great new sites:

Sierra Club Trails: trails.sierraclub.org

Climate Crossroads: climatecross-
roads.sierraclub.org

Sierra Student Coalition: ssc.sierraclub.org

Name

Address

State

Zip Phone ( )

I
1
1
|
I
I City
I
1
1
: Email

Join today and receive
a FREE Sierra Club
Weekender Bag!

["] Check enclosed. Please make payable to Sierra Club.
Please charge my: | |Visa [ | Mastercard [ | AMEX
Cardholder Name

Card Number

Exp. Date /

Membership Categories Individual Joint
Special Offer %25

Standard 0 $39 [ %47
Supporting 01§75 [1$100
Contributing 16150 0 $175
Life [J $1000 [1$1250
Senior %24 [1$32
Student/Limited Income [ $24 1632

Contributions, gifts and dues to Sierra Club are not tax deductible;
they support our effective, citizen-based advocacy and Iobbymg'
efforts. Your dues include $7.50 for a subscription to Sierra magazine |
and $1 for your Chapter newsletters. 1

Enclose a check and mail to Sierra Club,
P.O. Box 52968, Boulder, CO 80322-2968
or visit our website www.sierraclub.org F94Q |W 3306 L




Meeting Calendar

Monday, June 1 A 6
Ponte Vedra Beach General Meeting
Public Library, Ponte Vedra Beach

Monday, June 8 A 7

Jacksonville General Meeting
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Lakewood Presbyterian Church
2001 University Blvd., Jacksonville

Thursday, June 11 A 6:
Executive Committee Meeting

6850 Belfort Oaks Road, Jacksonville

Monday, July 6 A 6
Ponte Vedra Beach General Meeting
Public Library, Ponte Vedra Beach

Thursday, July 9 A| 6:
Executive Committee Meeting
6850 Belfort Oaks Road, Jacksonville

Monday, July 13 A 7:
Jacksonville General Meeting
Lakewood Preshyterian Church

2001 University Blvd., Jacksonville

June 6 is National Trails Day
American Hiking Society's National Trails
Day inspires everybody nationwide to dis-
cover, learn about, and celebrate trails near
home. See page 2 for a local event and
see www.americanhiking.org. 2 A
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Green Health Care Manatees and Jacksonville Univer-

Dr. Reddick received her Doctor of Phar- Sityls Manatee Research Prog ram
- I :

macy Degree Magna Cum Laude from Flor-
ida A&M. Her interest in integrative medi-
cine, natural health, and wellness led her to
start the company "The Green Pharmacist
LLC." She will focus her practice on Green
Health Care to help shift the current state of
conventional medicine to an ecologically
sustainable model.

Green Health Care ensures that the practice of medicine takes
place in a green environment with the principles of ecologically
sustainable medicine. Ultimately, the current state of medicine
should strive to reduce its ecological footprint and provide
health solutions that are non-toxic to the earth and to people.

Manatee numbers have been increas-
ing, but in 2008 a record number of
infant manatees died, raising the ques-
tion of their survival.

We will find out about the successes
and issues surround
cowso from Dr Ger al
Research Scientist at Jacksonville Uni-
versity. Dr. Pinto helped develop and implement the state approved
Manatee Protection Plan for Duval and Clay Counties. Everyone is
welcome to attend.

The Ponte Vedra Beach program will be held in the main meeting room of
the Ponte Vedra Beach Public Library on Library Road at AlA (blinking
light south of the intersection of AIA and Solana Road, on A1A about two
miles south of Butler Boulevard).

The Jacksonville meeting will be at the Lakewood Presbyterian
Church, 2001 University Blvd (1/2 mile from San Jose Blvd). Social
Time begins at 6:30. Bring your own cup.




