
   In early June, the Florida Department of Envi-

ronmental Protection (DEP) made a ruling regard-

ing wastewater discharge from the Georgia Pacific 

(GP) paper mill in Palatka.  The ruling postponed 

deadlines for building a wastewater pipeline to the 
St. Johns River and for meeting water quality stan-

dards in Rice Creek.  As stated by the St. Johns 

Riverkeeper, "DEP has granted an illegal extension 

that allows GP to continue to pollute the St. Johns River on an expired permit 

that contains almost no pollution limits." 

   GP has been discharging pollution to Rice Creek, a tributary to the St. Johns, 

for over 50 years.  In 2002, DEP required GP to take actions necessary to meet 

water quality standards in Rice Creek.  If they could not, they would have to 

build a pipeline in 2010 bypassing Rice Creek and discharging their wastewater 

directly into the St. Johns River. 

   The Riverkeeper was opposed to this solution as it just transferred toxic waste 

from Rice Creek to the St. Johns River.  The Riverkeeper and the Clean Water 
Network of Florida proposed working with GP to develop an independent study 

by an outside group to study and propose solutions to the wastewater problem.  

Gov. Crist's office agreed to support this initiative.  GP later decided that it 

would not abide by the proposed study's solution and lobbied the Governor and 

DEP to grant an illegal extension to allow the mill to continue to discharge with-

out a permit and effectively prohibit public oversight of GPôs operation. 

   According to the Riverkeeper, DEP's action: 

¶ Gives GP a one to two-year hiatus to continue to violate water quality stan-

dards in Rice Creek.  

¶ Gives GP a break in permit renewal and enforcement actions. 

¶ Allows GP to continue to discharge high levels of toxic dioxin into our water-
ways and to discharge its effluent with an expired discharge permit. 

¶ Allows GP to ñstudyò its pollution problems, including dioxin, with no public 

oversight and no guarantee the study will adequately address the problem. 

   "The only solution is an independent analysis of GPôs processes that will pro-

duce meaningful pollution reductions for both Rice Creek and the St. Johns. 

More importantly, this analysis MUST include the public and bind GP to the 

results." stated the Riverkeeper. 

   For a full explanation by the Riverkeeper, see http://www.riverhugger.com. 

 

 
 

   According to an AP report, the Florida Supreme Court has struck down a law 

that let voters revoke their signatures from petition drives to put constitutional 

amendments on statewide ballots.  The 4-2 ruling was a victory for Florida 
Hometown Democracy, which challenged the law.  Hometown Democracy 

sought an expedited decision to avoid losing signatures if the case wasn't decided 

soon. Signatures have a shelf life of four years and that means some of the first 

ones will begin expiring if the amendment isn't certified for the 2010 ballot by 

June 22.  

   The Department of State's unofficial count shows the amendment has 711,168 

signatures with 676,811 needed for ballot certification. 

Georgia Pacific and Toxic Waste  
 

   My family and I 

just returned from 

fishing in the Flor-

ida Keys.  Iôve been 
doing this every 

year off and on, 

mostly on, since I 

was 11 years old.  

Iôve seen big changes in 33 years.  The biggest 

being the amount of trash that washes up on 

shore, is stuck in the mangroves, and floats on 

the water.  By my informal observation, 90% of 

this garbage is plastic and the rest seems to be 

Styrofoam.  It sickens me. 

   Last year I picked up three large bags of gar-

bage on the first day of vacation that had washed 
up on the beach.  The next day, I picked up an-

other large bag full.  This went on for a solid 

week.  This year we were on a canal with Atlan-

tic Ocean access.  Garbage didnôt make it back 

through the maze of water to our house but I saw 

plenty of trash on our fishing trips.  As we pa-

trolled the sea for signs of good fishing, our va-

cation partners told me to keep a look out for 

ñstructureò floating in the water; fish congregate 

under structure.  It didnôt take me long to realize 

that ñstructureò was floating garbage.  Call it 
what it is, pick it up, and fish on! 

   Another word for floating garbage is flotsam - 

sounds like a kidôs pool toy.  Reality is less fun.  

Plastics that end up in the ocean threaten sea life 

including hungry turtles and the seriously endan-

gered American Saltwater Crocodile.  We are a 

part of the web of life, not observers of it.  What 

happens to the Earth, its oceans, and animals 

may not affect us first, but it will eventually and 

ñeventuallyò is gaining on us. 

   The average American uses between 300 and 

700 plastic bags every year.  The single serving 
plastic water bottle ought to be against the law if 

you ask me!  So please, if you can only do one 

thing to help, switch to refillable bottles for your 

water.  If you can do two, use reusable shopping 

bags.  If you can do three, encourage your 

friends. 

   Maybe we should stop talking about saving the 

planet and start talking about saving the humans.  

The Earth will survive with or without us. 

Fishing in the Keys  

Victory for Florida Hometown Democracy  

By Lisa Goodrich 



No pets allowed on outings except where designated in the outings description.  Outing participants 
are required to sign a waiver and release of liability at the start of the outing.  The waiver can be 
found at: 
http://www.sierraclub.org/outings/national/participantforms/forms/individual_waiver.pdf. 
 
 

JOIN US ON MEETUP: 
Details of all outings can be found on our Meetup web site.  Join our Meetup site for easy access to 
programs, outings, and interaction at: www.meetup.com/Sierra-Club-Northeast-Florida-Group 
 

 

Sunday, July 12, 10:45 a.m.: Egans Creek Paddle 
Join this three to four hour paddle held by the Nassau Sierra Club.  This is a short four to 

five mile trip traveling south to Atlantic Avenue with the potential to travel up some of 

the creeks running to the east into Fort Clinch.  Learn about the plants, animals, and birds 

in a tidal salt marsh.  We will leave from the county boat ramp north of Pogy Place Road 

at 10:45 a.m.  From Atlantic Ave in Fernandina Beach, take 14th St north, cross Egans 

Creek, turn left, then turn right at the ñYò (See map on Meetup).  Should water conditions 

be too choppy the launch will be moved to 14th Street (where there is a $5 fee for ramp 

use).  The trip is suitable for beginners.  Bring kayak or canoe, personal flotation devices 
(required), sun protection, water, insect repellent, and food as desired.  RSVP on Meetup 

or to Outing Leader Len Kreger at l.kreger@comcast.net or 904-432-8385. 
 

Saturday, July 18, 8 a.m.:  Water Adventure at Ginnie Springs 
Spend a refreshing day at Ginnie Springs on the Santa Fe River with its seven crystal-

clear, freshwater springs.  We will go tubing, relax and have lunch (bring or buy there). 

Canoes, kayaks, and snorkeling gear are available for rental on your own time.  For any-

one interested, the lovely village of High Springs is nearby for antiquing.  The drive alone 

is worth the trip.  The price is $12.00 for adults, $3.00 for children 7-14.  Tube rental is 

$6.00.  For those who want to carpool, weôll meet in front of Tinseltown near the Mer-

cantile Bank at 8 a.m.  For more information about and directions to the Springs, go to 

www.ginniespringsoutdoors.com or Meetup.  RSVP on Meetup or to Shelly Fine at 825-
8035; shelfine@gmail.com. 
 

Saturday, July 18, 2:00 p.m.:  Movie Outing at the IMAX Theater 
Join us for a movie outing at the IMAX Theater at World Golf Village.  ñCoral Reef Ad-

venturesò is the third and final water conservation series that follows the real-life expedi-

tion of ocean explorers to document the health and beauty of the coral reef.  The group 

rate is $6.00 for adults and $4.50 for children under 18.  RSVP on Meetup or to Outing 

Leader Janet Larson.  Payment must be made by July 15.  Send checks to Janet Larson at 

887 Marshside Court, Jacksonville Beach, 32250.  For more information, see Meetup or 

call Janet Larson 247-1876 or JCLarson168@msn.com. 
 

Saturday, August 29, 5.15 a.m.:  Tubing the Ichetucknee River  
This is a Florida classic which every nature-lover should do in their lifetime. Weôll com-

mune with the crystalline Ichetucknee River which flows about six miles through shaded 

hammocks and wetlands from the headspring which has been declared a National Natural 

Landmark.  See more info on Meetup or in the August issue of Sierra Sentry. 
 

Beekeeper Helps Local Sierran  
   Dick Cardell never realized how much a recent Sierra 
Club program on beekeeping would help him out. 

   Cardell explained, ñImagine my surprise when I walked 

out to my gate and a swarm of disturbed angry bees 

formed a tall cloud!  They had started a hive in an old gar-

bage can.  I called Sam Van Leer, who spoke at our May 

meeting about bees. He came over the next day and trans-

ferred the bees to a hive. A few days later he came by and 

picked up the hive.  He promised to keep in touch to let me 

know how óthe girlsô are doing.ò 
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Conservation         Volunteer for this  

                               position! Call 247 -1876 

Environmental        Mark Pettigrew 

Education           markpettigrew@gmail.com 

Fundraising          Volunteer for this  

Events                   position! Call 247 -1876 

Inner City               Claudia Germano 

Outings                  268-9875 

Legislative             Janet Stanko 

880-1813               janestan@bellsouth.net 

Legal                     Volunteer for this  

               position! Call 247 -1876 

Membership          Karen Kempf 

482-5352               kempf99@gmail.com 

Newsletter             Bill Armstrong  

880-7702               armsfam@yahoo.com  

Outings                 Brian Paradise  
              BGParadise@comcast.net 

Programs, Duval   Janet Larson 

247-1876              JCLarson168@msn.com 

Programs              Larry Lickenbrock 

Ponte Vedra         larr2604@hotmail.com 

Publicity                Melinda Eckert 

730-0385              eckenjm@bellsouth.net 

Nominating           Dick Cardell  

              gen32207@yahoo.com 

Website                Connie Geller 

249-1761              c.geller@comcast.net 

Committee Chairs 

  E-mail:  neflsierraclub@yahoo.com 

  Web:  http://florida.sierraclub.org/northeast 
  Web:  www.meetup.com/ 
            Sierra-Club-Northeast-Florida-Group 

Tom Larson, Chair                         247-1876 

                              TCLarson168@msn.com 

Bill Armstrong                                880-7702 

                                   armsfam@yahoo.com 

Dick Cardell                       730-2128  

                 gen32207@yahoo.com 

Candice Rue                        241-7889 

                  c.rue@att.net 

Ed Schlessinger, Treasurer        730-8148  

            eds.greenmail@gmail.com 

Janet Stanko, Vice Chair               880-1813 

                                janestan@bellsouth.net 

Al Tilley                        737-9211 

                              atilley@unf.edu 

Open Position                        

                   

Nancy Devereux                      725-4439  

                 wndevro@comcast.net 

Sierra Club Outings 
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Annual Camporee Nov. 5 - 7 
   Save the date!  We will have our annual 

Sierra Club Camporee on November 5 - 7 at 

Fort Clinch State Park.  We will be combin-

ing with our Sierra Club Nassau Group for 

tours of the fort, camping, swimming, hiking, 

biking, and lots of good fun.  Camp Friday 

and Saturday, or just Saturday.  We have 

reserved campsites but space will be limited!  

More details will follow here and on Meetup. 
 

Crist Takes an Ugly Turn  
   Our ñenvironmentalò Governor has sold out 

to developers.  Crist signed SB 360 which is 

designed to spur construction by eliminating 

requirements that force developers to pay for 

road and other transportation improvements. 

It also grants broad exemptions to the state's 

chief mechanism for regulating growth 

across multiple jurisdictions. 

   Next up is SB 2080 - a terrible bill that 
would give the executive directors of the five 

water management districts the sole power to 

decide the fate of water withdrawals from our 

rivers and aquifer.  Tell Crist to veto this bill! 
 

Volunteers Needed  
   We are looking for several people to add to 

our Public Relations team. If you have a love 

of writing that you are anxious to use, contact 

Janet Larson at JCLarson168@msn.com. 
 

Program ñAwardò 
Nancy Devereux earned the latest award on 

ñMoving the Club down the ótrailô toward 

our goals.ò She was voted, ñMost likely to 

bring a guide book on the trailò. 

    Quick Links  
Recent links, news items, and updates: 

 

DEP tells Georgia Pacific mill to rethink 

dioxin, other problems 
See our PG 1 for an explanation of this story 

See: http://tinyurl.com/p7ke37 
 

ñ50 feet of water!" is rallying cry for Jack-

sonville's port 
Sounds catchy, but signals death for the St. 
Johns River! 
See: http://tinyurl.com/pu2wm5 
 

New jobs or healthy river: Which is more 

important? 
Ron Littlepageôs take on ñ50 feet of waterò. 
See:  http://tinyurl.com/md9mpv 
 

Citing job creation, Crist signs growth-

management bill 

Cristôs shameful act on SB 360. 
See: http://tinyurl.com/ku6csq 
 

Crist loses his bearings 
The St. Pete Timesô take on Cristôs signing of 
SB 360 and a good explanation of the lurid 
political maneuverings. 
See:  http://tinyurl.com/qfopnb 
 

Navy training zone expands off coast of 

Jacksonville 
Environmentalists say plans will damage 
marine mammals. 

See:  http://tinyurl.com/lm4hk6 
 

Florida bans commercial harvest of fresh-

water turtles  
Finally, some good news for the environment! 
See:  http://tinyurl.com/med94s 
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David Thundershield Queen - Local Activist  

   David Thundershield Queen, a local activist from St. Augustine, died on June 12 of cancer.  Stetson Kennedy, a renown author, envi-

ronmentalist, and human rights activist wrote: 

   ñHe was a warrior who fought ceaselessly and unflinchingly for the rights of people and against predatory privilege.  For example, he 

was there when MaVynee Betsch, óthe Beach Ladyô, took her stand before a zoning commission, trying to save her beloved American 

Beach (up on Amelia Island - the only oceanfront stretch owned by African-Americans on the continent) from being gobbled up by 
posh Plantation developers, David stood by her side.  The zoning commissioners ordered him to sit down and shut up, but David kept 

standing and talking, so they dragged him off to jail - still talking.ò 

   ñThe legacy left to the living and yet unborn by David is not only that of an indefatigable champion of the people, but also of a kind 

person, selfless and caring.  The future, if any, is going to be needing a lot more people like David Thundershield Queen.ò 
 

Manatee Update  
   Dr.Gerald Pinto, Associate Research Scientist at Jacksonville University, and a recent speaker at our Jacksonville and Ponte Vedra 

Beach meetings, gave a manatee count update at the June 11 Waterways Commission meeting. 

   According to our Waterways Commission reporters, Ralph and Amanda Hodges, Dr. Pinto reported that 65 manatees were observed 

during his June 3 observation flight - 60 adults and 5 calves.  This is double the amount observed during his May flight.  More mana-

tees were observed in mating herds; these herds are in deeper water, the manatees are distracted, and are more likely to be hit by boats.  

No manatees deaths were reported during May.  In addition, a mother and calf which were rescued last winter were released in the Jul-

ington Creek area. 
 

Next Book Discussion Group - August 27  
Another casual and thought provoking book discussion will take place on August 27th at 7:30.  We will be discussing Marjory Stone-

man Douglasô classic natural history of the Everglades ï The Everglades ï River of Grass.  Suggestions for future books to discuss are 

welcomed. 



Visit our websites for maps to all meeting locations: 

   florida.sierraclub.org/northeast 

   www.meetup.com/Sierra-Club-Northeast-Florida-Group 

 

Monday, July 6 Å 6:30 p.m. 
Ponte Vedra Beach General Meeting 
Public Library, Ponte Vedra Beach 
 

Thursday, July 9 Å 6:30 p.m. 
Executive Committee Meeting 
6850 Belfort Oaks Road, Jacksonville 
 

Monday, July 13 Å 7:00 p.m. 
Jacksonville General Meeting 
Lakewood Presbyterian Church 
2001 University Blvd., Jacksonville 
 

Monday, August 3 Å 6:30 p.m. 
Ponte Vedra Beach General Meeting 
Public Library, Ponte Vedra Beach 
 

Monday, August 10 Å 7:00 p.m. 
Jacksonville General Meeting 
Lakewood Presbyterian Church 
2001 University Blvd., Jacksonville 
 

Thursday, August 13 Å 6:30 p.m. 
Executive Committee Meeting 
6850 Belfort Oaks Road, Jacksonville 
 
In July, we celebrate our nationôs birthday.  
In addition, July is National Blueberry Month 
and National Parks and Recreation Month.  

All of these are great reasons to get out and 
explore, enjoy, and protect the planet! 
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General Programs 

   At St Simons Island, GA there is a 

team of fishermen who pride them-

selves on catching sharks - not for 

the trophy jaws or to rid the ocean 
of a menace - but for science and 

fun. 

   The SSI Sharkers Research Team 

was put together by Tony Burch seven years ago.  The process 

of tagging was to encourage fishermen to enjoy catching sharks 

as game fish while releasing them to aid the studies.  This 

teamôs goal is to preserve the sharks so they can continue to be 

the top of the oceanic food chain. 

   Tony will be discussing sharks from misconceptions about 

attacks to the reasons sharks need protections from humans.  

There will be a question and answer session. 
 

The Jacksonville meeting will be at the Lakewood Presbyterian 
Church, 2001 University Blvd (1/2 mile from San Jose Blvd). Social 
Time begins at 6:30.  Bring your own cup. 

   We will watch a comedy adven-

ture movie called ñLithium 

Springsò. This family-friendly inde-

pendent film is about an off beat 

adventurer and his dog who stum-
ble across an old map pinpointing 

the Fountain of Youth. In their 

quest, they discover the natural majesty of the swamp and some-

thing that threatens to go through it. 

   The film has a strong environmental theme, using nature, wild-

life, magic woods creatures, the Florida outdoors, and the spiritual 

nature of Mother Earth herself to demand that the environment and 

ecology of Florida come before monetary gain. 

   All welcome (including kids!). 
 

The Ponte Vedra Beach program will be held in the main meeting room of 
the Ponte Vedra Beach Public Library on Library Road at AIA (blinking 
light south of the intersection of AIA and Solana Road, on A1A about two 
miles south of Butler Boulevard). 

Jacksonville Å 7 p.m. 
Monday, July 13  

Ponte Vedra Beach Å 6:30 p.m. 
Monday, July 6  


