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Sierra Club NE Florida Opposes the
Mayport Cruise Terminal

There has been an ongoing effort by
the Jacksonville Port Authority (JPA)
to build a new cruise ship terminal at
Mayport. They want to build there
because the old cruise terminal is being
closed in order to build a large con-
tainer port and because the cruise ship
' companies are building bigger ships
that do not fit easily under the Dames

~_ Point bridge.

“ES -~ The proposed cruise terminal loca-
tion has been opposed by many of the people of Mayport and other groups.
Those opposed have threatened lawsuits to stop it. Building the cruise terminal
there would require a change to the Jacksonville Comprehensive Land Use Plan
and the final vote by the Jacksonville City Council was set for early December
2008.

At the last minute, JPA proposed mediation and presented some concessions to
their original Mayport plan (See page 3, QuickLinks, for a link to that story).
This has delayed the final Council vote until the January 13, 2009 Council meet-
ing. (There will be a Land Use and Zoning subcommittee meeting the week be-
fore.) Those opposing the Mayport location had until December 22 to respond to
the revised JPA offer. Their response and JPA's reaction was not known as of
the time of the printing this newsletter.

Our NE Florida Sierra Club has been very clear regarding our position on the
Mayport cruise terminal. Our Chair, Tom Larson, stated in a November 25 letter
to the City Council that, "The Sierra Club Northeast Florida Group is opposed to
the placement of an industrial-scale cruise ship facility at Mayport, Florida."

Larson further wrote, "Our concerns are for the environmental impacts such a
facility would have on the lifestyle of the small village of Mayport, and the eco-
logical integrity of the adjacent Timucuan National Ecological Preserve, the in-
tracoastal tidal wetlands and the St. Johns River, an American Heritage River."
The cruise ships threaten the air, the water, the wildlife, the St. Johns River, the
Timucuan Preserve, and the way of life of Mayport Village.

There is a tremendous momentum from JPA and the City Council to approve
this terminal. One of JPA's positions was to approve the terminal and worry
about environmental impact studies later. If the terminal is approved, Larson's
letter says, "... a comprehensive environmental impacts analysis must be com-
pleted as a prerequisite to further action. Moreover, any environmental analysis
should include appropriate alternatives and extremely strong mitigation meas-
ures."

To see the full text of our letter to the City Council, go to our web page at flor-
ida.sierraclub.org/northeast. A link to the letter is on the home page.

Mayport Cruise Terminal Opposition - What Can YOU do?
- Write your City Council representative - or ALL Council representatives.
- Attend the January 13 City Council meeting to voice your concerns or to
just lend support with your active presence to those opposed.
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January 19 - National

Day of Service

The holiday on Dr.
birthday had been established with the idea that
it would be a day of service to our communities
in the spirit of Dr.
AOur | ives begin to
about things that

President-Elect Barack Obama has asked that
January 19th (Martin Luther King Day) be a
rededication to that National Day of Service.
The Sierra Club has also endorsed this as a way
to get involved in our community.

Our local group is taking up the challenge. We
will be putting our efforts into the new Jackson-
ville Arboretum, helping to clean up, lay out new
trails, or maintain existing ones.

We will welcome all energy levels - from
worker bees to food-providing drones. This
should make for a busy and happy hive. We will
meet at the parking lot of the Arboretum at 9:00
a.m. on January 19th.

For more details contact Janet Larson, 247-
1876 or JCLarson168@msn.com. For info on
the Arboretum (to include directions), see:
www.jacksonvillearboretum.org.
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Member Engagement Team

Last April, our membership chair, Karen
Kempf, attended Membership training at the
Sierra Club HQs in San Francisco. She returned
with some great ideas on how to better engage
members and formed a Membership Engage-
ment Team to develop ideas to increase the par-
ticipation of our 1500 NE Florida members in
our Sierra Club activities.

Many ideas have already been implemented:

wedve started | ocal nei
pers; webve started a b
addi tional and more var
ing regular New Member orientation meetings to

help new fol ks get 1invo

ing more volunteer opportunities. Soon, we will
be adding our NE Florida Group to Meetup.com,
a social network for groups. This will enable us
to send reminders about activities and allow
members to RSVP, engage in discussions on our
events, and share ideas and photos.

Contact Karen at 482-5352 to help.

Explore, enjoy and protect the planet
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Executive CofReatra Club Outl

TCLarson168@msn.com

Participants in Sierra Club outings are required to sign an acknowledgement of outing member

Bill Armstron 880-7702 P . . S
' 9 armsfam@yahoo.com responsibility, express assumption of risk, and release of liability at the commencement of the out-
'k T ing. The language of this waiver can be found at http://www.sierraclub.org/outings/national/

Dl e Qen32207 @yeZhBSc;zclozrﬁ participantforms/forms/individual_waiver.pdf.

If you need a copy of the language and cannot access the website, please contact your Outings
Nancy Devereux 725-4439 Leader, and he/she will arrange to get a copy to you.

wndevro@comcast.net . .
Note to all outing participants

Candace Rue . ruzg;tsr?; Individual outing participants are responsible for bringing the appropriate gear and provisions for
: : each outing. For your benefit, gear checklists are available - contact your Outings Leader.
Ed Schlessinger, Treasurer 730-8148 L .
eds.greenmail@gmail.com Saturday, Jan 10, 10:00 a.m.: Hiking in Guana
Janet Stanko, Vice Chair 880-1813 We will walk for about five leisurely miles on scenic trails with views of the Tolomato
janestan@bellsouth.net River, marshes, and forests. Please meet at 10:00 a.m. at the trail head for the Guana trails
. which is about 200 yards beyond the dam. The entrance to Guana (Guana Tolomato Ma-
Al Tilley 737-9211 : . - . .
atilley@unt.edu tanzas National Estuarine Reserve) and the dam is on the west side of AIA approximately
, 17 miles south of J. Turner Butler Boulevard. The entrance is just north of the Gate ser-
Brian Vonn 247-2392

vice station on AIA. There is a $3 entr
is no need to make reservations. Please bring lunch if you can stay for lunch. Children are

CO m m Itte e ‘: t!g;i;@er Brian Paradise: email bgparadise@comcast.net.

an 10, 7:00 p.m.: Moonlight Hike at the Jacksonville Arboretum
Join us on a moonlight hike through this wonderful area on their first evening nature tour.
There will be a full moon for an educational hike of about one hour, followed by a camp-

brian.vonn@gmail.com

Conservation Volunteer for this
position! Call 247 -1876

Environmental VO'l_JUte'ef for this fire with hot cider and cookies. Meet at 7:00 p.m. at the Arboretum. Wear warm, com-
Education positiont Call 247 -1876 fortable clothing and walking footwear. Bring flashlight, a lawn chair for the campfire,
Fundraising Volunteer for this and a sense of adventure. RSVP required by Jan. 7 to Bill Armstrong, armsfam@
Events position! Call 247 -1876 yahoo.com or 880-7702. Arboretum address: 1445 Millcoe Rd, Jacksonville, FL 32225.
Inner City Claudia Germano/Steve Directions: From 9A, exit east on Monument Road. Take first left on Millcoe Road, just
Outings Ruge 268-9875 east of 9A. After a sharp left turn, turn right into the Arboretum parking area. See Arbore-
Legislative et SEra tum web site at www.jacksonvillearboretum.org. Leader: Bill Armstrong, armsfam
880-1813 janestan@bellsouth.net @yahoo.com and Shelly Fine, Humannessl@aol.com.
Legal Volunteer for this Saturday, Jan 17, 10:30 a.m.: Hike and Learn About San Felasco Hammock
positiont Call 247 -1876 Preserve State Park and Devils Millhopper Sinkhole
Membership Karen Kempf Now at 7000 acres, the San Felasco Hammock Preserve State Park stands as one of the
482-5352 kempf99@gmail.com finest examples of the "climax mesic hammocks remaining in Florida". For more info and
Newsletter Bill Armstrong directions, see_vyww.sanfelasc_:o.net. or Www.floridastatepa_rks.org/sar]felascohammock.
880-7702 armsfam@yahoo.com We can also visit nearby Devils Millhopper State Park, climb down into the 120 foot
Outings Brian Paradise sinkho!e, gnd ex_perience wha_t it's I_ike to be in a rainforest. See _ _
BGParadise@comcast.net www.insideflorida.com/detail/devils-millhopper-state-park. RSVP is needed for this
Proorams. Duval Janet Larson trip. Carpools are possible and will be arranged depending on people's location. Leader
24791876’ JCLarson168@msn.com Shelly Fine: 904-825-8035 or email at Humanness1@aol.com.
Programs Brian Paradise Saturday, Jan 24, 10:00 a.m.: Basic Backpacking Class at Mandarin Park
St. Johns BGParadise@comcast.net Interested in learning about backpacking? Join us as we display and discuss the gear
Publicity Melinda Eckert n_eeded for oy_ern_ighF b_ackp_acki_ng. We 0 |
730-0385 eckenjm@bellsouth.net prices, and where to shop. This is the first step in getting an active overnight backpack-
- , ing program restarted with our group.
N t Dick Cardell . . - D
ominating gécn322a(r)7e@yahoolcom the nature trail of this great Mandarin Park. Meet at 10 a.m. at the picnic area of Manda-

rin Park, 14780 Mandarin Road, 32223. From 1-295, take San Jose Blvd south almost to

Website Connie Geller Julington Creek. Turn right on Westberry, go 0.3 miles, turn left on Mandarin Rd. Go
244-1761 cbgeller@comcast.net g . . X
0.1 mile, turn right into the park, and go all the way to Julington Creek. As you turn
Have a general question? around at the boat ramp, park your car. The picnic area is on the right. Leader: Bill Arm-
E-mail: neflsierraclub@yahoo.com strong, armsfam@yahoo.com.

Web: http://florida.sierraclub.org/northeast

Looking Ahead: Ponte Vedra Beach Program - February 2

S [ERRA Frank Gromling, author, publisher, and Assistant Coordinator for the Right Whale Survey
C LUB Project, will review the unique and urgent efforts to save the endangered Northern Right
Whale, which calves off our coast. Join us - 6:30 p.m., Ponte Vedra Beach Library.
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Election 2008 Wrap -Up

by Janet Stanko

Although we didn't get everything on our wish list, we did pretty well.

Successes:

Florida Hometown Democracy: Obtaining petitions to qualify Florida Hometown De-
mocracy for the ballot was the priority - and we succeeded in doing that. We are awaiting
the final decision from the Florida Secretary of State for the final qualification decision.

Since we are not a true democracy, we are still
2010 ballot.

1 or 2 lawsuits from qualification for the

Barack Obama: We are so happy with his victory! Obama's big challenge is not to just
deliver on his promises, but also to not disappoint on very high expectations.

Rep. Corrine Brown, U.S. Congress:We thank Ms Brown for the good she has done
for the environment through her favorable voting record.

Ken Bryan, , Commissioner in St. Johns County:Ken has been a St. Johns activist on
environmental issues; his success is well deserved. He will be a worthy growth manage-

ment advocate.

Cyndi Stevenson, Commissioner in St. Johns CountyThere were two worthy candi-
dates in this race; we elected to not endorse this race because either way St. Johns County
would win. We are delighted to see Cyndi continue to do her good work.

State Amendment 4: Providing more favorable tax advantages for conservation land.
The success of Sierra's political endorsement process is purely due to volunteers who
came forward to do the work - interviewing, researching, documenting, and voting on the
candidates. Thanks to: Brian Paradise, Linda Dunne, Mary and Dick Cardell, Candy Rue,

Tom Register, Eric Geller, Bob Tidwell, and Max Story.

Book Discussion Group

The first meeting
cussion group will be held on January 15th at
7:00 p.m. in Arlington at 5457 Grove Ave.
ltéds not to | ate to
of Thomas F welliegtookeHotd
Flat and Crowded RSVP to Nancy Deve-
reux at wndevro@comcast.net.

Sierra Suppers - February 7
February 7 will be our next quarterly
AiSi erra Supperso ev
and conversation to a Sierra home near you!
Call the host or hostess nearest your area and
join the fun. We still need an In-Town host
volunteer.
Mandarin - Joanne Thompson, 260-3398
Beaches - Janet Larson, 247-1876
In Town - host opportunity
Arlington - Nancy Devereux, 725-4439
If you would like to host this event, call
Janet Larson at 247-1876.

New St. Johns River Web Site
Take a virtual tour of our St. Johns River and
learn about its beauty and diversity on this
great web site: www.mystjohnsriver.com.

EXCOM Election Results
Congratulations to new Executive Committee
members Candace Rue and Brian Vonn, and
congratulations to returning members Bill
Armstrong, Al Tilley, and Ed Schlessinger.

Dog Walking and Hiking Club
Interested in combining hiking and dog walk-
ing? Contact anderpark@msn.com.

n f o1l r chant aoar Ac

Quick Links

Recent links, news items, and updates:

Utility Plan Pays Customers For Energy
A Gainesville wut-li
powered electricity is raising hopes for alter-
native-energy advocates.

See: tinyurl.com/6508y3

Water Management District is Making
Good Progress

Ron Littlepage points out the successes of the
SIRWMD. See: tinyurl.com/6rfrs8

Cruise Terminal Compromise Could Lead
to Deal

Summarizes the mediation talks in December
(but falsely implies a compromise success).
See: tinyurl.com/5b7wg8

Report Finds Meddling in Interior Dept.
Actions

Agency officials often interfered with scien-
tific work in order to limit protections for
species at risk. See: tinyurl.com/62j28q

Freshwater Turtles

Crist calls for a ban on freshwater harvests as
ecologists sound an alarm.

See: tinyurl.com/8drgwx

Cristds Energy Goal
Solar and biomass power can supply signifi-
cantly more of
about a decade. See: tinyurl.com/6roylw

NOTE: We are now using TinyURL.com to
reduce the length of our long links. Try it
yourself to make your links shorter and easier

to use!

FIl orli

Volunteer Needed
Help me administer our new web presence on
Meetup.com - the world's largest network of
local groups, with over 200 groups in Jax.
Check it out and contact Bill Armstrong:
armsfam@yahoo.com, 880-7702. Thanks!

- Northeast Flofda Gioup

Explore, enjoy, and plllmhl planet

We say goodbye to Alice Platt, our web
admi ni strator. Tha
done! We welcome Connie Geller and Diane
Downing as our new web administrators.

Connie served as our newsletter editor from
1998-2000. She and her husband, Eric, have
been Sierra Club members ever since a Guana
canoe outing in the

Diane spent six years on a sailboat as she
and her husband sailed through upstate New
York and down the intercoastal, gaining a first
hand appreciation of nature!

Visit florida.sierraclub.org/northeast and
tell Connie and Diane what changes and addi-
tions youbéd |i ke to
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Join the Sierra Club

Name
Y

Address

City State

Zip Phone ( )

Email

Join today and receive
a FREE Sierra Club
Weekender Bag!

["] Check enclosed. Please make payable to Sierra Club.
Please chargemy: [ |visa [ | Mastercard [ | AMEX
Cardholder Name

Card Number

Exp. Date /

Individual Joint

] $25
0 $39
O $75
1 $150
1 $1000
0524
(1524

Membership Categories

Special Offer
Standard
Supporting

[ $47
[1$100
0 %175
[1$1250
%32
[J$32

Contributing

Life

Senior

Student/Limited Income
Contributions, gifts and dues to Sierra Club are not tax deductible;
they support our effective, citizen-based advocacy and lobbying |

efforts. Your dues include $7.50 for a subscription to Sierra magazine |
and $1 for your Chapter newsletters. 1

P.O. Box 52968, Boulder, CO 80322-2968

1
1
1
Enclose a check and mail to Sierra Club, 1
1
or visit our website www.sierraclub.org 1
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Meeting Calendar

Monday, January 5
Ponte Vedra Beach General Meeting
Public Library, Ponte Vedra Beach

Thursday, January
Executive Committee Meeting
6850 Belfort Oaks Road, Jacksonville

Monday, January 12
Jacksonville General Meeting
Lakewood Presbyterian Church

2001 University Blvd., Jacksonville

Monday, February 2
Ponte Vedra Beach General Meeting
Public Library, Ponte Vedra Beach

Monday, February 9
Jacksonville General Meeting
Lakewood Preshyterian Church

2001 University Blvd., Jacksonville

Thursday, February
Executive Committee Meeting
6850 Belfort Oaks Road, Jacksonville

iwWe have flown the
swum the sea like fishes, but have yet
to learn the simple act of walking the
earth |ike brother
- Martin Luther King, Jr.
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Monday, January 12

The Florida Trail

it ake a

volunteers.

Service.

Leslie will share with us the diverse beauty and variety of
ecosystems that the Trail runs through. The Trail provides hik-
ing and camping opportunities near us in the Ocala National
Forest, Camp Blanding, and the Osceola National Forest areas.

Come and hear

welcome!

see

The Jacksonville meeting will be at the Lakewood Presbyterian
Church, 2001 University Blvd (1/2 mile from San Jose Blvd). Social
Time begins at 6:30. Bring your own cugnd your old cell phonés

Leslie Wheeler from the Florida
Trail Association will tell us all to

1400 miles of the Florida Trail that is
built, protected and maintained by

The Florida Trail is one of only eight
National Scenic Trails in the US and is
in partnership with the USDA Forest

A T

| e

hi kedo in |s

- 0479.

about the
Butler Boulevard).

p Pont e
Monday, January 5

Vedra Beach

The Appalachian Trail

Our own Bill Armstrong will bring us his
perspective of the Appalachian Trail hiking

wea] | experiéncet h e

Bill has hiked various sections of the
Trail and has many
|l earnedd to share.
about this wonderful resource, the folks
who hike it, and what you can expect along
the way. He will also share some photo-

graphs of some special places along the trail.
For further information please phone Brian Paradise at (904) 710

A

S 1

.

The Ponte Vedra Beach program will be held in the main meeting room of
the Ponte Vedra Beach Public Library on Library Road at AlA (near the
inferseetianlof AIA dndl Grona Road, owA1A dbout kwe railks isoath of



