
   On June 1, Gov. Crist, over the objections of environmentalists, growth-

management activists, and many local governments, signed Senate Bill 360, eu-

phemistically known as the "Community Renewal Act".  There has been outcry 

and lawsuits throughout Florida following Crist's controversial action. 

   Proponents of the bill claim that it will update and streamline growth manage-
ment laws and, by encouraging development, will boost the economy and create 

jobs.  Opponents state that it will give developers a free hand to build without 

worrying about the traffic problems that their developments will create. 

   The law largely exempts builders from 

having to widen roads to accommodate 

traffic from new construction and elimi-

nates the review process for some large 

developments.  According to an article 

by Pat Hatfield in the West Volusia Bea-

con,  "before Senate Bill 360, developers 

were required to provide engineering 

studies showing the effects of their pro-
jects on roadways.  They were also re-

quired to pay for road widening, paving or other improvements needed as a result 

of development.  The intent was to be able to improve roads and highways 

ñconcurrentò with new development.  Under the billôs provisions, this concur-

rency requirement will be eliminated..."  Not only will developers be exempt 

from paying for transportation improvements in urban, built up areas, they will 

also be exempt in relatively rural areas where there is only about one house per 

acre. 

   SB 360 is a critical blow to growth management.  Developers are free to build 

and build, and the taxpayers will have to foot the bill for improving the roads to 

handle the increased traffic.  If there were ever a good argument for Amendment 
4, the Florida Hometown Democracy Amendment, this is it!  We simply cannot 

trust our politicians to control growth! 

   There is some hope.  Communities are given two years to develop a new trans-

portation plan (mobility plan).  Until that is complete, the old concurrency laws 

remain in effect.  A more encouraging effort comes from a lawsuit filed by sev-

eral South Florida municipalities.  Their lawsuit alleges that several constitu-

tional provisions were violated with SB 360 - it broke the ''single subject rule'' by 

adding language about unrelated items (security, affordable housing) and it in-

cluded ''unfunded mandates'' (laws imposed on local governments without any 

new source of money to pay for them). 

   Stay tuned.  There is surely more to come as Crist seeks more campaign dollars 

for his run for the Senate. 
 

 

   Our Sierra Clubôs overall mission is to explore, enjoy, and protect the planet.  

We explore and enjoy the planet throughout our area with a variety of outings 

and programs in and about our natural world.  We help to protect the planet by 

focusing our efforts on various conservation and environmental objectives and 

issues. 

   Our Sierra Club Northeast Florida Group Conservation Committee has devel-

oped a list of our top issues.  They are:    See Conservation Committee Issues on page 2 > 

Crist Guts Growth Management  
   When the price of 

gas went way up re-

cently, I began think-

ing about how local I 

was living. 
   I put large baskets 

on both mine and my 

husbandôs bikes so we could ride to the grocery 

store, the Green Market, and on any errands we 

could manage.  Why not?  We need the exercise.  

Of course, since most of our food travels an av-

erage distance of 1,500 miles to get to our store 

shelves, my little bit of savings was spent in 

higher food prices. 

   I started wondering how I could live even 

more locally, which for my family meant grow-

ing some of our own food.  Iôve always had 
dreams of feeding my family from a big, organic 

vegetable garden, but the reality is that I live in a 

super-shady, heavily rooted area with sandy soil.  

I canôt dig a hole anywhere. 

   One way Iôve overcome this is with a method 

of planting called Lasagna Gardening.  (Google 

it for details, the Sierra Sentry editor only gives 

me 350 words to make a point here!)  In short, 

itôs a raised bed with or without walls.  Start by 

putting down a thick layer of wet newspaper 

right over your grass or weeds - wherever you 
can get at least five or six hours of sun each day.  

Ours is in the front yard since this is the only 

sunny option.  It looks beautiful and now we can 

dispense with the folly of grass. 

   Next, you want to layer several inches of 

ñbrownò matter, such as fall leaves, peat, or barn 

litter with ñgreenò matter including fruit and 

vegetable scraps or grass clippings.  Brown, 

green, brown, green, just like youôd make lasa-

gna.  Make your layers two feet tall in total with 

your brown layers twice as thick as your green.  

Sprinkle the top with a couple of inches of wood 
ash from your fireplace that, letôs face it, you 

still havenôt cleaned out since last winter. 

   Now cover the entire pile with dark plastic.  

The August heat will ñcookò your lasagna gar-

den, helping it to decompose and turn into a 

crumbly, nutrient-rich soil.  By the end of Sep-

tember youôll be ready to plant! 

   Itôs not very much work at all and weôve been 

enjoying a delicious bounty for several seasons. 

Living (and Eating) Local  

Conservation Committee Defines Issues  

By Lisa Goodrich 



No pets allowed on outings except where designated in the outings description.  Outing participants 
are required to sign a waiver and release of liability at the start of the outing.  The waiver can be 
found at: 
http://www.sierraclub.org/outings/national/participantforms/forms/individual_waiver.pdf. 
 
 

JOIN US ON MEETUP: 
Details of all outings can be found on our Meetup web site.  Join our Meetup site for easy access to 
programs, outings, and interaction at: www.meetup.com/Sierra-Club-Northeast-Florida-Group 
 

 

Saturday, August 29, 5:15 a.m.: Tubing the Ichetucknee River 
This is a Florida classic which every nature-lover should do in their lifetime. Weôll com-

mune with the crystalline Ichetucknee River which flows about six miles through shaded 

hammocks and wetlands from the headspring which has been declared a National Natural 

Landmark. Weôll meet at 5:15 a.m. at the Gate Food Post at U.S. 1 and Highway 210 

(about a 20-minute drive on U.S. 1 south of The Avenues) for the two-hour drive on back 

roads to Fort White where weôll rent tubes. Weôll then try to enter the north entrance of 

Ichetucknee Springs State Park and try and be part of the limited number of tubers that 

get to do the entire part of the river that can be tubed (this takes about 3 hours).  If we get 
shut out for the entire run then weôll do two half-river runs. Bring lunch, water, swimsuit, 

towel, sun tan lotion, a change of clothing, and snorkel face mask. Consider wearing a T 

shirt on the river if you burn easily. Entrance to the Park is $5 per person and tubes rent 

for about $6. If you want to drive directly to Fort White, then meet us at the intersection 

of U.S. 27 and 1st Street in Fort White (the main intersection) at 7 a.m. Sierra Club mem-

bers only, please. Please RSVP to Leader Brian Paradise at bgparadise@comcast.net or 

on Meetup. 
 

November 5 - 7:  Annual Sierra Club Camporee 
Save the date!  We will have our annual Sierra Club Camporee on November 5 - 7 at Fort 

Clinch State Park.  We will be combining with our Sierra Club Nassau Group for tours of 

the fort, camping, swimming, hiking, biking, and lots of good fun.  Camp Friday and Sat-
urday, or just Saturday.  We have reserved campsites but space will be limited!  More 

details will follow here and on Meetup. 

 

Conservation Committee Issues  
Urban Sprawl - What are the costs of unmanaged growth?  Of course Floridians support 

economic success, with growth often the mantra; but most are concerned also about the 

consequences of unmanaged growth, including water and air pollution, road traffic, 

higher taxes - quality of life.  Do you know what the Florida Hometown Democracy cam-

paign is?  It is focused on involving citizens in controlling our destiny, in getting control 

of growth. 

Clean Power and Climate Protection - Energy efficiency and renewable energy are 

needed for a sustainable climate.  Cool Cities and Counties make it local; our utilities 

need a Renewable Portfolio Standard - have you heard of ñ20% by 2020ò?  Help save 
money, at home, at work, for our schools and government - sustainability depends on 

efficiency.  Reduce your electric bill and help save the planet - learn about Smart Energy 

Solutions, available today; for our children and their children. 

Water Resources Conservation - Half of our communityôs water goes to irrigation, yet 

weôre told weôre facing a water emergency.  You can learn and help others discover how 

to enjoy clean water now and into the future.  Save our St. Johns River; Keep our beaches 

and estuary clean; Protect the Floridan aquifer - learn how you and your neighbors can 

cut water use by 50% and still have all the water you need. 

Land & Habitat Preservation - Painted buntings, river otters, wood storks, bears, bass, 

orchids and shrimp - they all need space in which to live.  To keep flora and fauna, to let 

La Florida deserve its name, we must set aside and foster good lands and habitat around 
us.  We and fellow critters on our planet need wildlife corridors and preserves. 

   We welcome you to join us to share the work and pleasure of addressing these issues.  

Please contact Tom Larson at (904) 247-1876,  Tom.Larson@florida.sierraclub.org. 

Executive Committee 
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Conservation         Volunteer for this  

                               position! Call 247 -1876 

Environmental        Mark Pettigrew 

Education           markpettigrew@gmail.com 

Fundraising          Volunteer for this  

Events                   position! Call 247 -1876 

Inner City               Claudia Germano 

Outings                  268-9875 

Legislative             Janet Stanko 

880-1813               janestan@bellsouth.net 

Legal                     Volunteer for this  

               position! Call 247 -1876 

Membership          Karen Kempf 

482-5352               kempf99@gmail.com 

Newsletter             Bill Armstrong  

880-7702               armsfam@yahoo.com  

Outings                 Brian Paradise  
              BGParadise@comcast.net 

Programs, Duval   Janet Larson 

247-1876              JCLarson168@msn.com 

Programs              Larry Lickenbrock 

Ponte Vedra         larr2604@hotmail.com 

Publicity                Melinda Eckert 

730-0385              eckenjm@bellsouth.net 

Nominating           Dick Cardell  

              gen32207@yahoo.com 

Website                Connie Geller 

249-1761              c.geller@comcast.net 

Committee Chairs 

  E-mail:  ne-editor@florida.sierraclub.org 

  Web:  http://florida.sierraclub.org/northeast 
  Web:  www.meetup.com/ 
            Sierra-Club-Northeast-Florida-Group 

Tom Larson, Chair                         247-1876 

                              TCLarson168@msn.com 

Bill Armstrong                                880-7702 

                                   armsfam@yahoo.com 

Dick Cardell                       730-2128  

                 gen32207@yahoo.com 

Candice Rue                        241-7889 

                  c.rue@att.net 

Ed Schlessinger, Treasurer        730-8148  

            eds.greenmail@gmail.com 

Janet Stanko, Vice Chair               880-1813 

                                janestan@bellsouth.net 

Al Tilley                        737-9211 

                              atilley@unf.edu 

Open Position                        

                   

Nancy Devereux                      725-4439  

                 wndevro@comcast.net 

Sierra Club Outings 

from page 1 
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Fresh Markets Are Everywhere  
   It seems like arts and produce markets are 

springing up all over!  Buy local!  Hereôs a 

current list of Jacksonville area markets: 

Farmers Market St. Johns Town Center - 

between Dillards and Wasabi, 3-8 pm Fri. 

Riverside Arts Market  - under the Fuller 

Warren Bridge along Riverside Avenue, 10 

a.m. - 4 p.m. on Sat. 

Fernandina Farmers Market - downtown 

Fernandina Beach, 9 am - 1 pm Sat. 

Mandarin Farmerôs Market - Whole Foods 
parking lot (San Jose/I-295), 2-6 pm Sun. 

Jacksonville Farmers Market - 1801 W. 

Beaver St, dawn to dusk daily. 

Johnsonôs Family Flea and Farmers Mar-

ket - Westside 5800 Ramona Blvd, 11 am - 6 

pm Fri and 8 am - 6 pm Sat. and Sun. 
 

River Water Withdrawal on Hold  
   Good news - the St. Johns River Water 
Management District decided it shouldn't 

help pay to construct projects taking water 

from the St. Johns or Ocklawaha River until 

a study of environmental effects is finished 

next year. 

   The Riverkeeper was quoted in the TU as 

saying, ñWe're glad the district finally agreed 

with what most of the public has said for the 

past two years, which is: 'Why on earth 

would you be funding projects when you 

don't know the impacts?' 
 

Take Our Democracy Back  
   Sign petitions for fair political districts.  Go 

to:  http://www.fairdistrictsflorida.org 

    Quick Links  
Recent links, news items, and updates: 

 

Florida Hometown Democracy is on the 

Ballot as Amendment 4! 
Here are several recent articles worth reading:  

- 'Hometown Democracy' to get vote 
See: http://tinyurl.com/npw63x 
- Littlepage - Exciting elections on way; be 
wary of ballot trickery 
See: http://tinyurl.com/mgl97e 
- Northeast Florida weighs effects of curbing 
sprawl in Amendment 4 debate 
See: http://tinyurl.com/kwh7wd 

- Florida's growth battle headed to voters in 
2010 
See: http://tinyurl.com/nj27jj 
 

Training Range OK for Whales, Navy Says 
But activists fear whales will be harmed by 
Navy sonar activity 
See: http://tinyurl.com/nwjzl8 
 

Crist Signs Bill Condemned by Environ-

mentalists 
The measure will give control over permits to 
heads of water management districts 
See: http://tinyurl.com/ntk2uh 
 

EPA Ship Rules Would Clear Duval's Air, 

Raise Costs  
Long overdue emissions regulation for ships 
is on the way! 
See: http://tinyurl.com/n48yab 
 

Limits on Logging in Old-Growth Forest 

Reinstated 

Another Bush regime outrage gets corrected! 
See: http://tinyurl.com/lffmkc 
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More Sierra Sentry  Newsletter Delivery Choices Coming  

   Would you like to go paperless?  Do you want to receive your monthly Sierra Sentry via email?  In addition to receiving your news-

letter in the mail, we are now offering two new additional newsletter delivery options. 

1. You can choose to receive your Sierra Sentry as an attachment to an email rather than through 

the regular mail  The newsletter will be in Adobe Acrobat (.pdf) format - a common format for docu-

ments.  Most PC's already have Adobe Reader.  If not, you can download it for free. 
2. You can opt out of receiving your Sierra Sentry at all and just access it online.  Our newsletter 

has been available online for several years.  You can find it on our Sierra Club Northeast Florida web 

site at http://florida.sierraclub.org/northeast and on our Meetup site (in the Files section) at http://

www.meetup.com/Sierra-Club-Northeast-Florida-Group.  The latest newsletter is usually available 

during the last week of each month. 

   To stop all delivery or to receive your newsletter by email, email us at sierrasentry@gmail.com.  Tell 

us what you want - no newsletter or electronic newsletter.  Please include your name and your Sierra Club member number (located 

above your name on the newsletter address label).  If you don't have your membership number, please include your address.  You can 

change your delivery option at any time. 

   If you want to continue receiving your newsletter through the mail, do nothing.  We have no plans to discontinue regular mail deliv-

ery of our paper newsletter; we are just offering more choices to you.  Also, we will use the sierrasentry@gmail.com email account 

only to deliver the electronic copy.  We will not send other messages or share your email address with anybody.  The email account is 
managed by our newsletter editor. 

 

Book Discussion Group - August 27  
   Another casual and thought provoking book discussion will take place on August 27th at 7:30.  We will be discussing Marjory Stone-
man Douglasô classic natural history of the Everglades ï The Everglades ï River of Grass.  Please join us at Nancy Devereuxôs house, 

5457 Grove Ave, Arlington.  Please RSVP on Meetup or contact Nancy at 725-4430 or wndevro@comcast.net. 



Visit our websites for maps to all meeting locations: 

   florida.sierraclub.org/northeast 

   www.meetup.com/Sierra-Club-Northeast-Florida-Group 

 

Monday, August 3 Å 6:30 p.m. 
Ponte Vedra Beach General Meeting 
Public Library, Ponte Vedra Beach 
 

Monday, August 10 Å 7:00 p.m. 
Jacksonville General Meeting 
Lakewood Presbyterian Church 
2001 University Blvd., Jacksonville 
 

Thursday, August 13 Å 6:30 p.m. 
Executive Committee Meeting 
6850 Belfort Oaks Road, Jacksonville 
 

Thursday, September 10 Å 6:30 p.m. 
Executive Committee Meeting 
6850 Belfort Oaks Road, Jacksonville 
 

Monday, September 14 Å 6:30 p.m. 
Ponte Vedra Beach General Meeting 
Public Library, Ponte Vedra Beach 
 

Monday, September 14 Å 7:00 p.m. 
Jacksonville General Meeting 
Lakewood Presbyterian Church 
2001 University Blvd., Jacksonville 
 
 
ñI only went out for a walk and finally con-
cluded to stay out till sundown, for going out, 

I found, was really going in.ò 
John Muir, 1913 

Printed on 30% post-consumer recycled paper with soy-based ink 

General Programs 

   Sierrans Ralph and Amanda 

Hodges will discuss the exciting 

story of their recent cruise to Ant-

arctica.  Theyôll share photos and 
impressions of this stunning, pris-

tine wilderness. 

   We will then go under the ice of 

the southern-most continent to view 

the hauntingly beautiful movie, ñEncounters at the End of the 

Worldò by Werner Hertzog.  This documentary interviews sci-

entists and films the work they are doing in this extreme envi-

ronment, as well as revealing the sights and very unusual sounds 

from underwater caves.  

   Come cool off with us and bring your own cup for refresh-

ments to reduce waste in the landfill. 
 

The Jacksonville meeting will be at the Lakewood Presbyterian 
Church, 2001 University Blvd (1/2 mile from San Jose Blvd). Social 
Time begins at 6:30.  Bring your own cup. 

   At St. Simons Island, GA thereôs a team of 

fishermen who pride themselves on catching 

sharks - not for the trophy jaws or to rid the 

ocean of a menace - but for science and fun. 

   The SSI Sharkers Research Team was put 
together by Tony Burch seven years ago.  

The process of tagging was to encourage fishermen to enjoy catch-

ing sharks as game fish while releasing them to aid the studies.  

This teamôs goal is to preserve the sharks so they can continue to 

be the top of the oceanic food chain.  Tony will be discussing 

sharks from misconceptions about attacks to the reasons sharks 

need protections from humans.  There will be a Q&A session. 

   Everyone is welcome (including kids).  Cookies will be provided, 

but bring your own drinks.  For further information, contact Larry 

Lickenbrock at (904) 537-6047. 
 

The Ponte Vedra Beach program will be held in the main meeting room of 
the Ponte Vedra Beach Public Library on Library Road at AIA (blinking 
light south of the intersection of AIA and Solana Road, on A1A about two 
miles south of Butler Boulevard). 

Jacksonville Å 7 p.m. 
Monday, August 10  

Ponte Vedra Beach Å 6:30 p.m. 
Monday, August 3  


