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Guana Facing Major Cuts

The Sierra Club NE Florida Group has learned that
there are plans to discontinue the funding to Guana
~ Tolomato Matanzas National Estuarine Research Re-
serve (GTMNERR) which is provided by entrance fees.
These funds, which amount to about $150,000 annu-
al |l vy, currently go into
Mi tigation Bank Land Acq
funds are used to fund eight people who currently work
for GTMNERR including research assistants, a biolo-
gist for the sea turtle program and other endangered
species, and support personnel for education and critical administrative duties.

We have asked Senator Jim King (king.james.web@flsenate.gov, local phone
(904) 727-3600, Tallahassee phone (850) 487-5030) and Representative Ronald
Renuart (Ronald.Renuart@myfloridahouse.gov, local phone (904) 270-2550,
Tallahassee phone (850) 488-0001), to work on our behalf to avoid the proposed
funding cuts.

Now we need you to email or phone the two legislators, and your own State
Senator and State Representative, if different from Senator King and Representa-
tive Renuart, to ask for their help to avoid the funding cuts. Use the talking
points below. For further information please contact Brian Paradise at bgpara-
dise@comcast.net or (904) 710-0479.

GTMNERR Funding Cuts Talking Points

1 Continued funding is essential for critical services at Guana, including envi-
ronmental education, preservation of endangered species, and maintenance
of a wonderful recreation area in our backyard.

1 Guana is a very special area for hikers, bikers, equestrians, bird watchers,
fishermen, kayakers, hunters and other visitors to Guana who want to com-
mune with nature.

1 There will most likely be an adverse financial impact on Northeast Florida
area which has derived benefit from the tourists and eco tourists who visit
Guana.

We Need Your Support
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Earth Day 2009

Earth Day - April 22! Each
year marks the anniversary of
the birth of the modern envi-
ronmental movement in 1970.

Earth Day founder Gaylord

t Nelgon, teega UsSL.Sengtar | e P
=5, nfronT Wiggosin, propesaddhg .
' first nationwide environmental
protest "to shake up the political establishment
and force this issue onto the national agenda."
"It was a gamble," he recalls, "but it worked."

At the time, Americans were slurping leaded
gas through massive V8 sedans. Industry
belched out smoke and sludge with little fear of
legal consequences or bad press. Air pollution
was commonly accepted as the smell of prosper-
ity. Environment was a word that appeared
more often in spelling bees than on the evening
news.

Earth Day 1970 turned that all around. On
April 22, 20 million Americans took to the
streets, parks, and auditoriums to demonstrate
for a healthy, sustainable environment. Groups
that had been fighting against oil spills, polluting
factories and power plants, raw sewage, toxic
dumps, pesticides, freeways, the loss of wilder-
ness, and the extinction of wildlife suddenly
realized they shared common values.

Earth Day 1970 achieved a rare political align-
ment, enlisting support from Republicans and
Democrats, rich and poor, city slickers and farm-
ers, tycoons and labor leaders. The first Earth
Day led to the creation of the United States En-
vironmental Protection Agency and the passage

Earth Day 2009 Continued on page 3 >

We need your support this month so that we can continue our
mission of helping to protect the air we breathe, the water we
drink, and the natural beauty we all enjoy.

The past year has seen many successes for our local Sierra Club
Group. Through the efforts of our dedicated volunteers:

1 The headwaters of Pottsburg and Julington Creeks are now
permanently protected.

1 Fish Island has been protected from over-development.

1 Right Whales and manatees are safer.

1 The community is better educated on global warming and
the health of the environment.

1 The cruise ship
has been abrogated.
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But we are being besieged now by plans for:
1 New fossil fuel power plants
1 The purchase of nuclear power
1 Deep bed blasting and dredging of the St. Johns River
planned to a depth of at least 48 feet
1 Massive cuts in environmental programs under the guise of
budget cuts or economic stimulus
Please respond to our appeal! Any amount that you can give will
enable us to help you explore, enjoy, and protect the planet. Mail
a check now to:

Sierra Club Northeast Florida Group
gofs"verow Stle@Suiten® Maypor t
Jacksonville, FL 32217

commun

Explore, enjoy and protect the planet
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Executive Cq

Tom Larson, Chair 247-1876
TCLarson168@msn.com

Bill Armstrong 880-7702
armsfam@yahoo.com

Dick Cardell 730-2128
gen32207@yahoo.com

Nancy Devereux 725-4439
wndevro@comcast.net

Candace Rue 241-7889
c.rue@att.net

Ed Schlessinger, Treasurer 730-8148

eds.greenmail@gmail.com

Janet Stanko, Vice Chair 880-1813
janestan@bellsouth.net
Al Tilley 737-9211

atilley@unf.edu

Open Position

Committee C

Volunteer for this
position! Call 247 -1876

Conservation

Environmental  Volunteer for this

Education position! Call 247 -1876

Fundraising Volunteer for this

Events position! Call 247 -1876

Inner City Claudia Germano/Steve

Outings Ruge 268-9875

Legislative Janet Stanko

880-1813 janestan@bellsouth.net

Legal Volunteer for this
position! Call 247 -1876

Membership Karen Kempf

482-5352 kempf99@gmail.com

Newsletter Bill Armstrong

880-7702 armsfam@yahoo.com

Outings Brian Paradise

BGParadise@comcast.net

Programs, Duval Janet Larson
247-1876 JCLarsonl68@msn.com

Programs
Ponte Vedra

Larry Lickenbrock
larr2604@hotmail.com

Publicity Melinda Eckert
730-0385 eckenjm@bellsouth.net
Nominating Dick Cardell
gen32207@yahoo.com
Website Connie Geller
249-1761 c.geller@comcast.net

E-mail: neflsierraclub@yahoo.com

Web: http://florida.sierraclub.org/northeast

Web: www.meetup.com/
Sierra-Club-Northeast-Florida-Group
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"Sierra Club Outl

Outing participants are required to sign a waiver and release of liability at the start of the outing, the
language of which can be found at:
http://www.sierraclub.org/outings/national/participantforms/forms/individual_waiver.pdf.

NOTE:

Details of all outings will now be found on our Meetup web site. Everyone should
join our Meetup site for easy access to programs, outings, and interaction with othg
Outdoor Adventurers and Conservationists at:
www.meetup.com/SierraClub-Northeast-Florida-Group

-

Saturday, April 4, 10:00 a.m.: Nature Walk at Alpine Groves and Beluthahatchee
Take an easy one-hour walk through Alpine Groves, a 54.4 acre former homestead and

citrus grove on a bluff overlooking the St. Johns River, then tour Bethluthahatchee, for-

mer home of author and human rights activist Stetson Kennedy. Bethluthahatchee is fa-

mous as a retreat for folksinger Woody Guthrie, who wrote more than 80 songs while in
residence there. Optional picnic. Alpine Groves is located on SR 13 (San Jose Blvd.) 4.2
miles south of Julington Creek Bridge. Children welcome. RSVP on our Meetup website
Eemai[ June Weltman at mirandamanning@aol.com.

4)r,'Sril 11. 9:00 a.m.: Biking in Guana
Meet at the trail head which is about 200 yards beyond the dam to bike the Park loop.
Bring snack and water. The entrance to Guana (Guana Tolomato Matanzas National Es-
tuarine Reserve) and the dam is on the west side of AIA approximately 17 miles south of
Butler Boulevard. $3.00 entrance fee to Guana. RSVP on our Meetup website or contact
Leader Rob Eggers reggers@bellsouth.net or (904) 223-5367.

Saturday, April 11. 9:30 a. m.: Kayak De
Meet at Gilligan's Island Park from 10:00 to 3:00. Up The Creek Outfitters is holding a

kayak demo with kayaks available for you to test. Staff and representatives will be avail-

able to answer questions. The 57-acre park features trails through native and pristine

Georgia habitat and a spring-fed lake. Directions: Take 1-95 exit 3 in Georgia east 2

miles; the entrance is on the left 1 mile past Wal-mart across from Hippo Storage. The

entrance is a dirt road the leads back into the woods. Meet at the park anytime between

10:00 and 3:00, or meet at carpool location - Gander Mountain parking lot at River City
Marketplace (at airport exit) at 9:30 a.m. RSVP on Meetup or to Outing Leader Bill

Armstrong, armsfam@yahoo.com.

Saturday, May 2. 10:00 a.m.: Exploring the Okefenokee

Explore and learn about the Okefenokee National Wildlife Refuge with a 90-minute
guided tour of the swamp and a 3% mile hike on woodland trails, visiting an historic
fiswamper 6 homestead and wal king the
at the Eastern Entrance near Folkston, GA at the Visitor Center. The boat tour is $16.00
for 12 years and up and $10.00 for 5-11. RSVP on our Meetup website or to Shelly Fine
at shelfine@gmail.com or 904 825-8035, or Mark Pettigrew at mpettigrew@gmail.com
or 705-3970. Carpools can be arranged.

boa

What Folks Are Saying About Recent Outings (from our Meetup web site):

AVery nice walk. Perfect weather. Great
ing eaglets was awesome. A Gopher Tortoise was spotted by one sharp-eyed member of

t h e g Allen) Moses Creek hike

AfBeauti ful
doi ng some

day and nice group of
m o rSesani Ai. GeolgeIslandihiker r e . 0

peopl e
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Want To Be An Activist?

We are compiling a list of Sierrans and other supporters who would email, phone, and
write legislators and other persons when an urgent need arises to communicate a Sierra
Club message. If would like to be on this list, please send your name and email address
to Brian Paradise at: bgparadise@comcast.net. All your info will remain private.
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Earth Day 2009 continued from page 1

of the Clean Air, Clean Water, and Endangered Species acts. Sen. Nelson was awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom for his role

as Earth Day founder.

In 1990, Earth Day went global, mobilizing 200 million people in 141 countries, lifting the status of environmental issues on to the
world stage, giving a huge boost to recycling efforts worldwide, and paving the way for the 1992 United Nations Earth Summitin Rio
de Janeiro. Earth Day 2000 focused on global warming and a push for clean energy.

Now, the fight for a clean environment continues. We invite you to be a part of this history and a part of Earth Day. Discover energy
you didn't even know you had. Feel it rumble through the grass roots under your feet and the technology at your fingertips. Channel it
into building a clean, healthy, diverse world for generations to come.

The history above came from www.earthday.net. Visit it to learn more about Earth Day - and see the volunteer opportunities below.

Earth Day Volunteer Opportunities For You

Apri |l will be a

busy

fitablingo month

for Uus Si nce Sintd si

Day celebration on April 18, the Butterfly Festival on April 25, or the Zoo on April 26, contact Janet Larson at JCLarson168@msn.com

JPA Suspends Efforts For Mayport Cruise Terminal
As reported in the TimesUnion, the Jacksonville Port Authority reversed course on building a cruise terminal in Mayport. The JPA
board voted unanimously to withdraw rezoning legislation that has been pending before Jacksonville City Council for months. The

board al so agreed

t o

strip

references
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The action does not eliminate the possibility JPA will revisit Mayport for cruise ships in the future. JPA said they must focus first and
foremost on cargo shipping because of the global recession. See a link to the full story below under Quick Links.

Sierra Suppers - April 4

April 4 will be our

next ASierra Sup

perso event.

San Jose area, Jackie Simms (733-6676), to RSVP. If you would like to host an event, call Janet Larson at 247-1876.

Clean Out Hazardous Wastes
Drop off hazardous and electronic wastes
locally from 8:30 - 3:00 in April:

April 4, Mandarin Park - 14780 Mandarin Road
April 25, Atlantic Beach City Hall - 800 Semi-
nole Road, Atlantic Beach.

Legislative Watc
Under the guise of
Abudget <c¢crisiso, th

working on actions that are environmentally
damaging and overly developer-friendly. To
fight back, see our web site at:
http://florida.sierraclub.org/northeast

Good News For Guana!

The North Florida Land Trust is in the final
stages of acquiring the old Oar House Res-
taurant property on the north side of the
Guana Preserve on Mickler Road. Plans are
to use it for a north access to GTMNERR and
education, meeting, equipment rental, and
administrative activities.

St. Johns River Withdrawal

A final vote by the St. Johns Water Manage-
ment District is scheduled for April 13.
Please attend to demonstrate against approval
of this proposal!!
site: www.stjohnsriverkeeper.org

Sierra AAwar do
The fAHIi king Award
went to the Mary Cardell for being the most
dependabl e-espeiallydnes 0
this was Maryos fir
replacement surgery!

Quick Links

Recent links, news items, and updates:

JaxPort Pulls Back From Mayport Cruise
Terminal

City Council won't be asked to put terminal in
port's master plan

See: http://tinyurl.com/c5etnj

Landfill Trash to Light Up City

JEA would convert Trail Ridge methane into
a renewable energy source.

See: http://tinyurl.com/cv8wap

JEA Plans Powerful Solar Farm

A rural Westside site would serve 2,700
homes and could be running next year.
See: http://tinyurl.com/ckh29a

Don't Tap River Without Study, Board
Pleads

At issue is Seminole County's request for the
St. Johns River

See: http://tinyurl.com/cpm;j3lI

Wildlife Agency Backs Ban on Turtle
Fishing

The rule would protect the reptiles from being
sent to Asia for meat.

See: http://tinyurl.com/d6wemf

Pollution Laws Lead to Flood Relief
Projects

Development of new ponds will help clean
and limit water going into creeks.

See: http://tinyurl.com/d3fl8a

Green Energy Company to Get Aid
Building green systems in Hamilton Co.
See: http://tinyurl.com/dnlk7z

Join the Sierra Club

Name

Address

City State

Zip Phone ( )

Email

P——T
——

Join today and receive
a FREE Sierra Club
Weekender Bag!

["] Check enclosed. Please make payable to Sierra Club.
Please chargemy: | |visa [ | Mastercard [ | AMEX
Cardholder Name

Card Number

Exp. Date /

Membership Categories Individual Joint

Special Offer %25

Standard 0 $39 [ %47

Supporting 01§75 [1$100

Contributing 16150 0 $175
Ly Life [J $1000 [1$1250
"' Senior %24 [1$32

Student/Limited Income [ $24 %32

Contributions, gifts and dues to Sierra Club are not tax deduc'cible;I
they support our effective, citizen-based advocacy and lobbying |
efforts. Your dues include $7.50 for a subscription to Sierra magazine |
and $1 for your Chapter newsletters. 1

I
eI r P.O. Box 52968, Boulder, CO 80322-2968

1
1
1
Enclose a check and mail to Sierra Club, 1
1
1

I orvisit our website www.sierraclub.org
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Meeting Calendar

Monday, April 6 A §:
Ponte Vedra Beach General Meeting
Public Library, Ponte Vedra Beach

Thursday, April 9 A
Executive Committee Meeting
6850 Belfort Oaks Road, Jacksonville

13 Al 7:

Monday, April
Jacksonville General Meeting
Lakewood Presbyterian Church
2001 University Blvd., Jacksonville

Monday, May 4 A 6:
Ponte Vedra Beach General Meeting
Public Library, Ponte Vedra Beach

Monday, May 11 A 7
Jacksonville General Meeting
Lakewood Preshyterian Church

2001 University Blvd., Jacksonville

Thursday, May 14 Al 6:
Executive Committee Meeting

6850 Belfort Oaks Road, Jacksonville

Earth Day is this month!
Get Involved!
Volunteer with us! See page 3 for
volunteer opportunities.
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Monday, April 13

Celebrate EaRth Day by Doing the
Three R’s - Reduce, Recycle, Reuse!

How can you make the most change? Chris
ds of Habijax wil
ReStore - an improvement retail outlet where
you can donate used appliances, cabinets,
carpeting, hardware, tools, etc. for resale with
the proceeds going toward HabiJax. Since
1988 Habitat for Humanity in Jacksonville
has built more than 1500 affordable homes and has become na-
tionally recognized as a partner and catalyst for creating safe
and sustainable communities.

Al so, Jac k -wéste wilhshark aith ks 6osv to E
safely recycle electronic gear. If we take advantage of these
solutions to the increasing waste stream, we can begin to think
of our lifestyle as Cradle to Cradle.

The Jacksonville meeting will be at the Lakewood Presbyterian

Church, 2001 University Blvd (1/2 mile from San Jose Blvd). Social
Time begins at 6:30. Bring your own cugnd your ewasté

p Ponte Vedra Beach A

Monday, April 6
Documentary Film About Mayport

We will show a short documentary
film, "One Village, Same Ocean", op-
posing a proposed cruise ship terminal
onuMaypoH. aTheifilm avas pragduced by
Neptune Beach resident Justin Ander-
son and Josh Hansbrough.

"The movie outlines Mayport as a
village from an historical perspective
and shows what's happening there now," said Anderson, son of
Beaches attorney Warren Anderson, who represents some village
residents opposing the cruise terminal.

Andrew Miller, an attorney from the non-profit Public Trust En-
vironmental Legal Institute of Florida, will be on hand to answer
questions. Everyone is welcome to attend.

The Ponte Vedra Beach program will be held in the main meeting room of
the Ponte Vedra Beach Public Library on Library Road at AlA (blinking
light south of the intersection of AIA and Solana Road, on A1A about two
miles south of Butler Boulevard).




