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Fresh Water in Florida

ÅFloridaôs most important natural resource 

ÅOriginates as precipitation
ïStored in aquifers

ïStored in lakes/surface waters

ÅWater Budget in Florida (Fernald and Patton 1984)

ïPrecipitation: 150,000 mgd* 

ïSurface and ground water inflow: 26,000 mgd*

ïEvapotranspiration: 107,000 mgd*

ïSurface and ground water outflow: 69,000 mgd*

*million gallons per day (mgd)



Karst Topgraphy in Central Florida
High-Altitude Infrared Image



Karst Terraine



Groundwater Flow



Confined (Artesian) Aquifer



Threats to Ground Water in 

Duval County

ÅNature: severe weather, droughts, etc., can 

change the quality

ÅToxic Wastes

ÅPesticides

ÅStorm-water runoff

ÅLeaking storage tanks

ÅWastewater percolation ponds

ÅSeptic tanks



Contaminant Point-Sources
LNAPL & DNAPL


