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At 6:30 PM on the first Thursday at Happehatchee Center 8791 Corkscrew Road, Ester

EPA Presses Obama to Regulate Global

Warming Under the Clean Air Act
Care2 petitionsite
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% The EPA submitted a
. finding to the White
= House Office of Man-
agement and Budget
7 that greenhouse gas
emissions endanger the
public's health and wel-
fare, and should be
regulated under the
Clean Air Act. The
finding reverses a key Bush Administration deciston
global warming. In conjunction with EarthJusticee w
pressed the EPA to make this decision. A big thank
to EarthJustice and the 9,300 Care2 activists wire ¢
tacted the EPA.

Omnibus Public Land Management Act of

20009,
Earth Justice, 4/4/09

Signed by President Obama earlier this week, tinepo
ful Omnibus Public Land Management Act of 2009 is
one of the great wilderness preservation acts oftioue,
and Congress deserves our thanks for passingnit T
million acres of wilderness preserved.

Going Green will Help Environment and

Consumers
Sun Herald, JOHN LAWHORNE

and will be known officially as the DeSoto Next
Generation Solar Energy Center. "It's good for the
environment, it's good for the economy, and it's
good for the customer,” said Eric Silagy, FPL'svic
president and chief development officer. He pointed
out the solar plant will use no water -- a precious
resource in Southwest Florida -- and no fuels.
"We're driving down the cost and driving up the-eff
ciency," Silagy said.

When completed, the facility will be the largest
photovoltaic solar plant in the nation and will kav
25 megawatts of solar photovoltaic capacity, becom-
ing the largest such facility of its kind in the rheb
Solar photovoltaic technology converts sunlighbint
electricity through the use of battery cells. D®-
acre site is 9 miles north of Arcadia off U.S. The
site provides for 180 acres in solar panels and wil
cost $175 million to build. Silagy said the costloé
project will be recovered throughout the life oéth
project, which is estimated to last approximatdly 2
to 30 years.

Because the operation of solar panel arrays idyigh
automated, the completed plant will employ no more
than two or three people on a regular basis.

The new solar energy center will prevent the emis-
sion of more than 575,000 tons of greenhouse gases
during the next 30 years, FPL officials said, anll w
decrease fossil fuel usage by more than 277,000 bar
rels of oil. The center will use highly efficiesblar

DESOTO COUNTY -- The county is hoping the panels that will automatically track the sun's move
construction of a giant photovoltaic solar power fa ment daily and increase sunlight capture by up5to 2

cility by Florida Power & Light will boost the lota

percent over fixed solar panel systems, according t

economy and switch on a bright new future by form- FpL.

ing the core of economic development.

On Thursday, FPL played host at the Turner Agri-
Civic Center to DeSoto County dignitaries to cele-
brate the solar plant's construction. The facilty

scheduled to be completed by the end of this year,

1

The new plant will provide enough electric power to
serve about 3,000 homes, or nearly 20 percenteof th
population of DeSoto County, FPL officials stated.
The energy will feed into FPL's electricity gridath
feeds the local region, of which DeSoto is part.



AND THERE WAS A CELEBRATION!

Our Earth day festival was an awesome event tlas. yewas the largest festival to date, bringingnearly 2500 people.
It was a breezy beautiful day. There was great fomgsic, and kayaking rides. All of the environt@mroups were
there educating folks about important issues. Bedustreamers were flying in the wind; childrea projects and na-
ture games were going on all day. The opening cengrby Jackline Crow was nothing short of aw insigir her im-
portant message was printed on the front covemeBonita Banner News paper, on the Wednesdaywiitpthe festi-
val. The whole event was topped off with a masdiwan circle filling the evening air with rhythm.

Everyone agreed this year’s festival was simplyltest yet, we are looking forward to doing it agaéxt year. We are
also starting to think about creative ideas for bdth annual festival coming up year after nextaBé contact us if you
have any outrageous ideas on what we might do thdmas been suggested that we might see if JuligeBly Hill
could come and speak as our featured environmpraaéntation. We want to make our 10th annuaMassiomething
really special! Last but not least, there is alwhgfp needed so if you would like to volunteer pkedet us know. You
can contact Bobbie Lee Gruninger at the email addbelow:

bleeguninger@comcast.net




control of this issue with our local governmentush_ee
County will be able to control how and what is pitea,
within its borders.

Suit Seeks Stop to Sea Turtle Slaughter

To force immediate action to protect sea turtlesnfthe
Gulf of Mexico's deadly bottom longline fishery,sta
week the Center for Biological Diversity
and a sextet of allies filed suit against
"' the National Marine Fisheries Service.
='Wt Bottom longline fisheries capture, in-
8 jure, and kill sea turtles (including feder-
ally protected loggerheads) that venture
too close to fishing vessels' miles-long
lines of baited hooks. According to a recent Fisdser
Service study, vessels in the Gulf caught near§0Q,
turtles between July 2006 and December 2008 -- more
than eight times the number the agency itself ddeme
legal under the Endangered Species Act. The agency

We have put together an email letter addressedubsetrespon-
sible.
——————— It is very easy.----All you have to do is:

Sign on to our web site
(www.brooksconcernedcitizens.com)
: click on E-MAIL TO PUBLIC OFFICIALS...
: READ and CLICK to send the letter to Eierida Rep-
resentatives making this bad decision.

failed to analyze or release the study's datawaigp hun-
dreds more turtles to be captured. So the Centtallies
warned of a lawsuit in January, and the Gulf of Mex

Fishery Management Council recommended the closure

of the Gulf fishery until turtles could be protediestill,

in March, the same turtle-killing fishery reoperfed the
season.

"The current emergency could have been avoided}l' sa
Center attorney Andrea Treece. "Now the agencyg on
lawful choice is to suspend the bottom longlinendisy
until the agency figures out how to prevent mondles
from being hurt or killed."

We Urge You to Send an Email to

the Florida Legislature
Nick Batos, Apr 22, 2009

Once again we are asking you to send emails to our
Legislature.
We urge you to send an email to the Florida Legistato
indicate that you do not want to diminish the apitf local
governments to plan effectively to protect our watgoply,
wetlands and habitat required by our endangeredespe

We want to ensure that local governments continue
to have the authority to properly plan for devel@mtwithin
their boundaries in a way that prevents sprawliguts the
rural areas that provide our water supply, presetive wet-
lands that filter and cleanse the water in ourrdystreams
and bays, prevents flooding in our neighborhoodsstops
our roads from being clogged as our area gets ailerbhe
Estero community has been working for years withlthe
County Board of Commissioners to properly plan83¢000
acres of Density Reduction/ Groundwater Resourea st
to our east. As a result Lee County has budgetetirfillion
for this planning effort. It would be criminaltiie Florida
legislature were to take away their authority tadh this
project.

House Bill 7143 (re: Habitat Preemption - Section
26 ), currently under consideration, has the gre&tntial to
erode important existing protections for wildlifecahabitat.
We need to prevent this bill from passing, asnsl keep

BOTTLED WATER NO SOLUTION
ManaSota Newsletter, March, 2009

As ManaSota-88 has pointed out before; drinking bot
tled water will not avoid the problems associatdthw
public drinking water supplies and landfill spa&at-
tled water is subject only to sporadic surveillarge
the Food and Drug Administration, and by law need
only meet existing EPA drinking

water standards which do not consider the vast nityajo
of organic chemicals that have been found in dnigki
water.

Plastic bottles can also take up a significant amhéw
the landfill space. In 2007, it is estimated thamheXi-
cans purchased 8.8 billion gallons of bottled water
29 gallon of water per person. It takes about 9@D,0
tons of plastic each year to manufacture the niveia t
30 billion plastic water bottles that are disposdédn
the U.S. Three liters of water are needed to preduc
liter of bottle water and it takes nearly 1,000rgefar a
typical water bottle to fully decompose.

Bottled water has to be packaged, transported laad t
containers hauled away, unnecessarily adding to our
nations already elevated carbon footprint. TheeStét
Florida should follow Oregon's lead and pass lagisl
tion requiring a nickel deposit for water and flesa
water bottle containers as well as other plastid an
metal beverage containers.



FBI Requests E-mails about Red Sox

Sites from Lee County Attorney
Naples Daily News
Charlie Whitehead, April 21, 2009

LEE COUNTY — A lot of people are interested in
where the Boston Red Sox end up for spring training
Red Sox Nation. Lee County commissioners. Major
League Baseball. Southwest Florida hoteliers. New
York Yankee fans. And, it appears, the Federal 8ure
of Investigation.

The FBI made a request to the Lee County attorney’s
office on March 4 for e-mails from or to specific
county employees — Public Works Director Jim Lav-
ender, transportation director Scott Gilbertson and
transportation deputy director Don DeBerry — camtai
ing any of a long list of words, names or acronyms.
They are: AIM, Three Oaks, Samir, Tom, Frank,
Daugherty, Impact, Golf, Bonita, Biodiesel, Vegas,
dredging, FBI, Bruce, 20/20, Chico, Lease, Dan,nAro
off, Edison Farms, University, Galvano, Waterman,
Estero, Freeman, Todd and Stephenson.

The FBI also wants copies of County Manager Don
Stilwell's e-mails containing any of those wordsigl
Grant, Biodiesel, Mortgage, Geoffrey, Jessica, egas
Galloway, Scanlon, Jan, Tom and Mort. The feds also
want Stilwell’'s e-mails containing the word “Samir”
since Jan. 12 of this year. County Attorney David
Owen said the request was complied with 2 1/2 weeks
after it was received. It took three discs.

That's not the only interest the feds have in tlee/n
Red Sox site. When county commissioners debated the
merits of the four final choices for the new conxpdm
March 17, FBI Special Agent Bret Hood sat in commis
sion chambers taking notes. Commissioners say they
know nothing of the federal interest. “I don't know
anything about it,” Commissioner Frank Mann said.
“What would be the federal interest?”

The key words the FBI cited may hold a clue. “Samir
Cabrera is the name of Stilwell's son-in-law, cated

in federal court recently of wire fraud in conneati
with local real estate deals. “Jessica” and “Gegffr
are Stilwell's son and daughter.

“Tom Daugherty” was indicted for tax evasion a few
days ago. “Chico” was a nickname of deceased real
estate mogul “Frank” D’Alessandro, a close frierfd o
Stilwell and Cabrera’s mentor. “Dan Aronoff’ is the
owner of “Edison Farms,” one of the four finalists

the Red Sox site selection process. “University* Hi
lands, “Galvano” Development and “Watermen’-
Pinnacle are the other three site owners. The BBt

for “Waterman.”

Aronoff made news a few years ago when he was the
potential beneficiary of a $10 million earmark far
Coconut Road interchange study in a federal tratepo
tion bill. That earmark, added to the bill after

congressional debate led to its approval, sparedexal
investigation of Alaska U.S. Rep. Don Young, who
chaired the transportation committee at the time.
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Babcock Has Solar Plans
Sierra, 4/9/2009

The developer of the new city of Babcock Ranch in
southwest Florida, Kitson and Partners, and Florida
Power and Light announced this morning at a press
conference in Washington, D.C. an agreement talbuil
a 75 Megawatt solar photovoltaic power plant ob@ 3
acre sod farm at Babcock Ranch. Additionally, &its
said that it plans to make the new city of 50,086pde
100% solar powered, to create a city-wide digitate
tric distribution “smart grid” and to attract solaanu-
facturing and other “green collar” industries talthu
factories in the new city.

Sierra Club Clean Energy Representative, Kate John-
son, spoke for us at the event. Her commentstare a
tached. Also representing the environmental commu-
nity were Bob Perciasepe, Chief Operating Offider o
the National Audubon Society and Richard Moss Vice
President of the World Wildlife Fund.

The Sierra Club can take a measure of pride in the
small role we played that led to this day:

1) Sierra Club’s settlement agreement wiitisdt
three years ago mandated very stringent energyecons
vation and solar features as part of the desigheof

city.

2) Sierra Club’s litigation against FloriBawer

and Light last year helped stop a new coal-firehpl
just south of Babcock Ranch. FP&L has now done a
complete strategic reversal and is building laars
plants in Florida to replace the lost new geneggatia-
pacity they hoped to gain from the coal plant.

We are still facing other challenges at Babcock
Ranch. For example, we are worried about Lee and
Charlotte County’s plans to widen roads and budd/n
roads to accommodate traffic for the new community
and the possibility that it might generate a gossl of
sprawl in the surrounding rural area.

However, today’s announcement is a major break-
through of international significance that we cae to
showcase to our members, government leaders, the
public and other utilities as a strong example batv
can be done to bring Florida into the solar age.



Cape Coral Canal Blowout Could Lead to Restoration

Proposals Call for Natural Drainage in Southern Chalotte
Charlotte Sun
GREG MARTIN, February 15, 2009

A dead-end canal draining about half of Cape Gerahd a big chunk of southern Charlotte Countyashed out
through a bank of mangroves west of the city irudayn2006. It's been dumping millions of gallonslofy storm wa-
ter directly into the Matlacha Pass Aquatic Presewer since. The pass is part of the Charlottédtagstuary, which
needs the right mix of fresh and salt water tos@wa nursery for some 200 aquatic species imgstiook, trout,
redfish, blue crab and shrimp.

Since the blowout, Cape Coral has asked the Fl@efmartment of Environmental Protection to allowoiperma-
nently remove the manmade wall at the end of thalcaven though, when the wall was required byoig® in 1977,
it was intended to stem the flow of storm watethi® estuary. Cape Coral now is working with stakedrs from
throughout the region on a process that may mateatueast part of the natural drainage systesmgstored in the
future. The process, under an Ecosystem Managehgeaement that Cape Coral signed with the DEP mudey
2007, calls for the stakeholders to agree on afistitigation projects that would benefit the estumore than a wall
at the end of the canal.

Bill Byle, a natural resources planner represen@hgrlotte County, has been advocating projectsdtore the natural
drainage from the Babcock/Webb Wildlife Managem&ra to the state-owned Charlotte Harbor Flatwaous
Yucca Pens wildlife preserves in southern Charlotienty.That's because the canal that blew out in Capel Gas
connected to a huge ditch constructed decadedhagdrained some 117 square miles, including 3areguiles in
that area of southern Charlotte County.

"For Charlotte County, my goal is to try to makeesthat historical freshwater flow to the estuaryastored, instead
of having that water being routed to Cape Coratlierr irrigation system," Byle sai@ape Coral would benefit if the
DEP agrees to drop its requirement for a wall pligagip the end of the canal. That would open ugibgaccess for
perhaps thousands of residents. But the DEP withftesuch a change only if all the stakeholderghezonsensus,
said Eli Fleishauer, DEP spokesman.

Located along the western coast of Cape Corakpheader canal was designed so that, once the wdler canal
filled up to 1.3 feet above sea level, it would tvaser a berm and filter through a mangrove foresianuary 2006,
however, water seeped around a boat lift at theoétlie canal and carved out a channel througimidregroves.

Fleishauer pointed out, however, that even befwecanal blew out, there were about a dozen otieaches. "It
never really did work as a spreader canal,” Fleishaaid. "That was the problem. "This is a rangoofunity to actu-
ally look at how the system functions, what it reaglhat's been a detriment to it and actually dnetbing about it,"
he added.

Cape Coral has suggested some $20 million in veateply projects and a "filter marsh" along the ¢ahle projects
call for pumping out storm water for use in lawrigation. "The motive there is to reduce the peakdging flows
and as the water meanders through the filter mélsigoing to filter out nutrients," said Olivetatke, Cape Coral
public works engineer. The plan also should redfugenatural drainage pattern to a portion the BektWebb Wild-
life Management Area, said Mike Kemmerer, a statdlife biologist at Webb. He said developers sorears ago
constructed dikes across the south end of theifgildiea. That blocked off drainage from 23,00@ac¢hat normally
would have drained to Matlacha Pass. Now that gegmaswamped under some 3 feet of water during@asons,
causing large oak hammocks to die off, Kemmereat. sai

"Our thought is, if it's possible, let's try to t@® that watershed to some semblance of normaiaythen take into
account the whole watershed," Kemmerer said. "Weaan trying to get this fixed for a long time."élthallenge
will be to find natural areas to store that wasalid Steve Sentes, a project supervisor for theéhSelarida Water
Management District. "My group will probably be lang at gravity systems, trying to put water baoktloe ground
where it used to be," Sentes said.



"Ecological Sustainability, the Growth Machine, and the Financial Crisis"
March 26, 2009
By Earth's Newsdesk, a project of Ecological Ing¢tnttp://www.ecoearth.info/newsdesk/
CONTACT: Dr. Glen Barry, glenbarry@ecologicalintetiorg

(Earth) -- Ecological Internet is pleased to anmautine second issue of their "New Earth Risinglhe;zentitled
"Ecological Sustainability, the Growth Machine, ahd Financial Crisis" at http://www.newearthrisiog/ . There,
nearly a dozen authors explore the implicationgefcurrent economic crisis for the survival of Berth and all her
creatures, including humans.

In the lead article, entitled "New Green Deal ot:Niodustrial Capitalism Is Assured Death"[1], #agine's

editor, Dr. Glen Barry, critically examines New @neDeal proposals that supposedly will solve cler@tange while
providing jobs. He concludes their focus upon eoaiccstimulus to promote more economic growth, withieining
in consumption, human population, natural resousgeand ecosystem destruction, will make thingsaorhe e-
zine arose from his earlier critically acclaimedalfth Meanders" essay series.

"Nothing grows forever. It is amazing how few renizg economic decline as the inevitable outcomenaéconomy
based upon growth at the expense of natural e@sgsRequired green policies, such as ending thefusoal and
old forest logging, must occur regardless if thesate or destroy jobs, just to maintain being,'sday. Barry.

Other articles note local actions to "raise theabsw weatherize buildings, note the threat tofliten speculative
capitalism, look forward to a simpler less consuwugplife as industrialism ends, and several otl@rgguing aspects
of the economic system as a subset of ecology.

These biocentric policy prescriptions come as eimgrgcience
reveals that some 24% of land is being permaneieyaded[2],
Arctic ice caps are set to disappear, and the Amazdying re-
leasing its carbon. The Earth is on the verge ofoggcal col-
lapse and all of our shared survivals are threate@aly rigorous
ecological protection and restoration, and movingeconomy to
a steady state, can save us now.

Dr. Barry continues, "Renewable energy is aboutentiban jobs.
It is about saving a habitable Earth. We mustalids green jobs
and a new green deal, but only if their implemeateis embed-
ded within policies to strip capitalism of its sptative and indus-
trial excesses. We must understand that no amdwmneen jobs
will allow conspicuous consumption to continue."

Yours for under $10 Million

Choose 75% Recycling or Watch 100% go up in Smoke
Florida Chapter Sierra Club Waste Minimization Cargp

The stage is set to achieve 75% recycling of mpalgolid waste (MSW) or have 100% go up in smakaglit as a
fuel—it is up to us to decide by making our chdiocewn to the Florida Department of EnvironmentaitBction.
What you can do:

Make it known that you choose 75% recycling, th&WIis not a renewable fuel, and that you want jgldstgs dras-
tically reduced. Post comments on the DEP wels:ditigp://www.dep.state.fl.us/waste/recyclinggoaiiébault>htm;
and http://www.dep.state.fl.us/waste/retailbagsditihtm. .Write to your newspaper, state legisiatand the Gover-
nor. For more information visit: www.gatorsiernaggpand http://www.toronto.ca/garbage/index.htnmaid Linda
Demler to volunteer to help: linda.demler@sierrbabug.




National Offshore Oil-drilling Plan Stopped?

Endangered Earth, April 23, 2009

In response to lawsuits by the Center for Biolobiziaersity, the Native Village of Point Hope, aothers, a federal

appeals court last Friday struck down the Departrokthe Interior's five-year, nationwide plan & new offshore

oil and gas drilling. ; ;
This makes no sense to the edi-

SUMMARY OF HB 1219 - OFFSHORE DRILLING? tor; how aboutyou?

Sierra Club Florida Report 4-26-09

HB 1219 would open Florida’s coast to oil rigs wintisight of shore —only three to nine miles odthe amended bill
requires the Governor and Cabinet (sitting as thar® of Trustees of the Internal Improvement TRuigtd) to accept
bids on leases for drilling for oil and gas in kdia's state waters.

The bill states the Board “...shall within 30 daytesethe highest and best of such bids...”. The Bosuallowed to
reject bids if they make a determination that tastrary to the public welfare, but this is veiffatent from the usual
environmental standard which holds that an applibas to demonstrate that a project will not bertfiak. The lan-
guage in HB 1219 gives the oil industry a peg togha lawsuit on if bids for leases are denied.

The bill entitles lease holders to install pipetiieom the offshore rig to onshore facilities. (@of the damage from
oil spills during Katrina and Rita was from the baee storage tanks and pipelines — over a millialtogs from the
Murphy Oil USA storage tank spill alone. Over 17@fnes in a one square mile residential area vtreted.)

The bill requires oil prospectors to post a bond®®0 million against potential damages, but alsimgpnd can be
used to guarantee as many leases as a company Itdtfsa billion dollars sounds like a lot of mgnleut it's only a
small fraction of our coastal economy. Coastal la@alch tourism generate more than $39 billion gaeln. And the
recreational fishing industry produces 131,000 jahd over $7.6 billion each year.

Counties and municipalities would have no veto pomeer the building of oil rigs within sight of thebeaches and
the bill contains no requirements for environmeptatections.

The bill also includes a brazen example of “greesiway”. It offers the leases as a revenue sowrdartd Florida
Forever bonds. This is wrapping up a bill thdtasl for the environment with a green ribbon.

Oppose HB 1219, because it:

1. Authorizes oil drilling within 10 miles of shore thiout evaluating the economic or environmentalsisk

2. Does not demand top dollar for Florida’'s precioubljz resources

3. Reverses long-standing state policy on the fly WO substantive debate, WITHOUT opportunity foriesw
by fellow legislators, WITHOUT public discussion.

Would authorize the sale of extensive public resesiwithout sufficient opportunity for public input

Protect our economy, beaches and democratic proceédppose HB 1219.
What the bill does

1. Opens up oil and gas exploration 3-10 miles offrifl beaches and below the water’s surface as el®$@NE MILE
OFFSHORE. Leases would be possible right up tartéan high water line.

2. Grants easements for pipelines, storage facilresother infrastructure which will industrializaracoasts.

3. Creates an expedited timeline on which the Cabimett make a determination on the best of the uigiliroposals

4. Slants the decision against the public interesteoyiring the Cabinet to make a case against amgyosel (rather than
the applicant making the case for it) and limitthg objections the Cabinet can raise.

5. Exempts the process from the state’s competitiddibg rules.

6. Creates a compensation structure of low royaltg,feee-time application fees and in-kind paymeriong that favors

the oil companies and sells our public trust resesicheaply.

Government in the Sunshine.

1. A decision to end the decades-long ban on nearshiling deserves ample legislative and publicdission.

2. Introducing this language through a late-filed adreant nine days before the end of Session is eokitid of Govern-
ment in the Sunshine Floridians expect or deserve.



Potential for economic disaster

1. Tourism is responsible foP20f Flor-
ida’'s economy.

2. More than $800 million wodhcommer- LEAVE OUR
cial fish are caught annually in Florida waters and HOMES ALONE

more than $7.6 billion is spent annually on redose
fishing expenditures.

3. Florida’s coastal economyeayarted al-
most $562B in 2006.
1. This coastal economy is depahdipon

abundant, healthy natural resources and the pistin
beaches tourists expect.

DEVELOPERS ARE IN THE LEAD

Potential for environmental disaster HeraldTribune
1. As a result of HurricanesaRind Katrina, ~Dale White, May 6, 2009 http://
the US Coast Guard documented more than 9 millionWww.heraldtribune.com/article/20090506
gallons (214,286 barrels) of oil were released (dunsl
does not include the 5,000 so-called minor spis r With just minutes to go in the 2009 session, degesla-
corded). For comparison, the Exxon-Valdez spill wastors revived and passed one of the biggest chatwges
240,000 barrels< /SPAN> Florida’s growth laws in decades. The sweeping, bill
2. Spills don’t just occur duriggorms. In which Gov. Charlie Crist is soon expected to sigto i
2008, the US Coast Guard documented 1300 spilldaw, will:
from rigs and 1300 spills from pipelines alone. fhe « Automatically allow developers in seven of Fitaris
documented an additional 2400 spills from storage67 counties and nearly half of its 410 municipeditito

tanks. add more residents and traffic without expandingaxut-
ing roads. They will instead pay a fee, which tta¢eshas

Effects on Global Warming yet to decide how to calculate.
1. We have alternatives to foneigl: effi- » Enable other counties and municipalities to glesie

ciency, mass transit and renewable fuels. A renkwab urban areas where they, too, can overlook new dpvel
portfolio and vehicle emissions standards woulgphel ments’ impact on roads, if they choose.

us wean ourselves off of foreign oil... but they viaé « Eliminate reviews by state and regional regulatof
undercut by further committing ourselves to petniole ~ major urban developments that could impact roadk an

-based energy production. services in nearby cities and counties.
Builders and lawmakers see the bill as an incentive
Greenwashing: Florida Forever, Beach Restora- build in urban areas because builders would stillento
tion and Conservation Funding Source pay for new roads and other impact fees associaitid

rural areas. They also say it will make it fastedévelop
property, boosting the economy.

But watchdog groups decry it as a blatant selloutd-
velopers, the kind of profit-driven policy that ha=ated
problems in Florida for decades.

By not forcing developers to deal with the traffimb-
lems created by their construction, the state diiinp
road widenings, traffic signals and other costlyitoyg-
ucts of construction into the laps of local goveemts,
who are already struggling to keep up with basieises.
And by eliminating regional and state oversightsome
of the biggest projects, it will be far more diffit to
streamline the impact of those projects on schdoig)-
ways and other regional institutions.

“If Charlie Crist wants to avoid being called Gower
Gridlock, he should think twice about signing thuisl

into law,” said Dan Lobeck, president of Sarasotari@y
-based Control Growth Now. “This is terrible legisbn.
The Legislature is telling us traffic congestiorg@od for
us.”

2. Suggestions that oil revernu@mdd support
Florida Forever and other conservation programs is
greenwashing.

3. Further, this revenue souscedither reli-
able nor appropriate for bonding or for long-termra-p
grams like Florida Forever and beach restoration.

How much revenue will it really generate?

1. Estimates from the Mineral Mgament
Service and Department of Interior look at deepewat
oil reserves in the Gulf, not necessarily thoseear-
shore Florida waters. No one knows how much oll
might be near Florida’s coasts.

Photo by Jessica
Kurti



Greetings from Tallahassee,
Sierra Club, 5/4/09

This report focuses first on bills that passedHloese and Senate and will be sent to the Goverfiben there is a list-
ing of bills we have followed that died at the exicession.

You can see the text of the final versions of this bt www.flsenate.gov and www.myfloridahouse.gdenter the bill
number in the bill finder box and it will take yoo the bill's web page. Once on the page you eantlse different ver-
sions of the bill as it went through committees aadond and third readings. (The final versioocailted the Enrolled
version.) You can also access the votes on thim lioth committee and on the floor of the Hoasel Senate. (Senate
committee votes can only be seen on the Senatdtealnsl House committee votes only on the Housge) sit

There are also occasionally references to spemifiendments by barcode. This is usually a six digimber. These
amendments are again only available on the appatepwebsite. Each amendment is drawn to a spefsion of a
bill or to another amendment. If it is drawn t€ammittee Substitute (CS) the amendment will sagtgbe top. If it is
drawn to another amendment, that will also be igid at the top of the amendment form. To seéuthenplication of
the amendment you will want to go to the versiat th indicated and go to the indicated line nurfg)er

Sierra Club Legislative Wrap-Up 5-4-09
Bills that passed House and Senate in 2009 Session:
GROWTH MANAGEMENT AND LAND USE

SB 360 by Sen. Bennett Growth Management
HB 73/SB 852 Expedited Permitting
SB 7053 Rural Agricultural Industrial Cerg
HB 1065 by Rep. Plakon/SB 1864 by Sen.eBalrcraft Safety/Wildlife Hazards
FERTILIZER
SB 494 by Sen. Bennett/ HB 1515 Water Epration
ENERGY
HB 167 by Rep. Abruzzon/SB 942 by Sen«eBand Bennett Energy Efficient Appliance Rebatsam
WATER
HB 707 by Rep. Aubuchon/SB 1296 by Semrigé¢t Management of Wastewater
CITIZEN PARTICIPATION
HB 81 by Rep. Hays/SB 566 by Sen. Haridop&epeal of Public Campaign Financing Requirement
COASTAL — SEAGRASS - CORAL REEFS
HB 1423 by Rep. Troutman/SB 2536 by Smstantine Fish and Wildlife Conservation Comnaissi
AMENDMENT IV IMPLEMENTATION
HB 7157/SB 2244 Real Property Used forggowation Purposes
TRUST FUNDS
SB 2600 General Appropriations Agtroposed budget)
SB 1740 Water Protection SustainabilitysSErFund
FLORIDA FOREVER/EVERGLADES
SB 2600 General Appropriations Agtroposed budget)
SB 2430 by Sen. Lawson/ HB 283 by Rep.dzeantera Taxation of Documents

Bills that died in the 2009 Session

CITIZEN PARTICIPATION

HB 7149 by Economic Development and Community A8&B 956 by Sen. Alexander
HB 497, Paid Petition Circulatolyy Rep. Dorworth

COASTAL

SB 148 by Sen. Aronberg/HB 625 by Rep. Kriseman
SB 1004 Coral Reefby Sen. Constantine/HB 1453 by Rep. Saunders

ENERGY

Offshore Dirilling




HB 1219 by Rep Van Zant
HM 21 by Rep. McKeel/SB 504 by Sen. Oelrich
CPS
SB 1154 by Sen. King
Clean Cars
SB 1994 by Sen. Constantine/HB 1309 by Rep. Rader
RPS
SB 2490 by Sen. Constantine / HB 1319 by Rep
DCA
SB 730 by Sen. Bennett, GAAC 4 (filed as HB 7111),
MLA 1 (filed as HB 7049)
SPRINGS/FERTILIZER
SB 274 Springdy Sen.Constantine
SB 2026_Regulatory Reforlyy Sen. Altman
FLORIDA FOREVER
SB 2430 by Sen. Lawson/ HB 283 by Rep.
Lopez-Cantera Taxation of Documents
GROWTH MANAGEMENT

SB 362 by Sen. Bennett
HB 7143 by the Agriculture and Natural Resourcem€o
mittee/SB 2026 by Sen. Altman

PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION
SB 1212 by Sen. Constantine

US SUGAR DEAL
HB 7137/SB 1898 by the Environmental Preservation
and Conservation Committee

WETLANDS

HB 1123 by Rep. Trudi Williams/SB 2016 by Sen.
Bennett

HB 1133 Rep. Poppell/SB 1974 by Sen. Bennett

LEGISLATIVE ALERT
Red Tide Newsletter
Posted by: captpeteqg@comcast.net, Apr 22, 2009

We have learned that legislators are proposing mif3
lion reduction in State funding of red tide reséaaiad
programs. A budget cut of this magnitude will regl by
at least 50% existing monitoring programs and the-
port technology used to detect red tide. It algniahtes
all research on the impacts of red tide on manatists
and the coral reefs in the Keys. In addition, thegpam
START worked so hard to get funded and implemented,
the Control & Mitigation grants program, will albe
eliminated. The grants program has already produced
some promising new approaches that may control the
strength of the toxins from red tide and possilvigre
limit the size or duration of red tide blooms.

We need your help to sustain the important worthoge
actively engaged in the efforts to control and gaite red
tide and its devastating impacts on Florida's emvirent
and economy. We are asking you to contact your-Sena
tors and Representatives, asking them to recontiger
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huge budget cut and to restore the funding to $#omi
which still results in a 20% cut from current funglilev-
els.

To identify your legislators, you may:

* Call the START office, 1-888-757-8278, or 941-953
4545

* Email the START office, colleen@startl.com or
mjill@startl.com

* Visit these websites: www.myfloridahouse.gov tgo
Representatives by District, or www.flsenate.gand
find Senators by county.

THE GOODS ON TOILET PAPER

A recent AlterNet article revealed an alarming aiton
surrounding the popularity of ‘'ultra-soft' toiledger. In
order to obtain the soft, fluffy, quilted textuteat has
become preferable to many consumers, manufacturers
use fiber from standing trees, rather than recyciate-
rial. The facts are quite disturbing: toilet pajgamade
from ancient forests, old growth forests, virginests,
second growth forests, natural forests, high coagien
value forests, temperate forests, tropical andisyfieal
forests and boreal forests.

The New York Times reports:"Although toilet tissten
be made at similar cost from recycled materias ihe
fiber taken from standing trees that help givéittplush
feel, and most large manufacturers rely on them-. Al
though brands differ, 25 percent to 50 percenhefaulp
used to make toilet paper in this country comemfiee
farms in South America and the United States. &g r
environmental groups say, comes mostly from old; se
ond-growth forests that serve as important abssrier
carbon dioxide, the main heat-trapping gas linked t
global warming. In addition, some of the pulp comes
from the last virgin North American forests... Green-
peace, the international conservation organization;
tends that Kimberly Clark, the maker of two popular
brands, Cottonelle and Scott, has gotten as mu2B as
percent of its pulp from producers who cut tree€ama-
dian boreal forests where some trees are 200 gihl's



Sierra Club Calusa Group Summer, 2009 Outings

All participants are required to sign a liabilityaiver on Sierra Club outings. (www.sierraclub.ongfimgs/national/
participantforms/waiver.asp)

June 26-28, Fri-Sun. Cool Down in Florida's Natural Springs! We will visit Homosassa Springs and Rainbow SgsiState
Parks. Activities will include viewing manateesti@n underwater observatory, swimming and tubingrdthe crystal clear
Rainbow River, and canoeing/kayaking (rentals awdd). We'll stay both nights at the Two Rivers Inrhistoric downtown Du-
nellon, near the confluence of the Withlacooche® Rainbow Rivers. Estimated cost for 2 night’sgiod), park & tube rental
fees is $100 per person (not including restauragls). Reserve early- limited to 12 people. CdrBaigita at
bbgahr@embargmail.com or 239-337-1857.

July 25, Sat. 8 am. Lovers Key Hike.2-3 mile hike on a barrier island near Bonitai®gs that is home to West Indian Mana-
tees, bottlenose dolphin, roseate spoonbills, matshits, and bald eagles. Contact Sue at sutsff@nac.conor 239-530-
0515. State park fee is $5 per vehicle (2-8 pgapl&3 (1 person).

Aug 29, Sat. 2 pm.Mote Marine Lab Tour (Sarasota), followed by dinner at the Dry Dock Restaurant ¢aeking Sarasota
Bay and an evening walk on South Lido Beach. &xpthe secrets of the sea with touch pools, sliadfphin, manatee and sea
turtle exhibits and over 100 other species of nealifie. Viewable working labs and high-tech intanae exhibits showcase the
world-renowned research of Mote Marine Laboratdjscounted group rate for timgarine lab is $12.00. Limited to 15 peo-
ple. Reserve with Em at 239-472-8973.

JOIN

US
WE HAVE

FUN

Photo by Jessica Kurti— Charlotte HafBovironmental Center

Calusa Group Outing Highlights
Sierra Outings are a fun way to meet others anoyesjtdoor activities. Here are a few highlightsni our 2009 win-
ter and spring trips:
January- touring the northern portion of Pine Island by hikéking to the top of Calusa mounds and chilling with
cold beer and fresh fish tacos at the Tarpon Lddge
February- an informative ranger lead hike at Fort DeSoto &taark, feasting on shrimp & veggie kabobs at out
campsite, roasting marshmallows and creating haikitk valentine conversation hearts, and winnin@ $& a
scratch off lottery ticket prize during the shallukpture contest!
March - watching otters entertain us as we paddled up tteré River; observing three eagles while hikintna
naturalist guide at the Charlotte Harbor Environn@nCenter
April- working off a Cracker Barrel breakfast on the 6.Benscenic loop trail at Collier Seminole State Rar

Garage/Outside Party
Chuck & Betty W.
Naples, FL 34109
06/02/2009 5:30 PM-7:30 PM

Join us as we watch behind the scenes videos from the EPA hearings, hear more about the Big Picture campaign on a
conference call with Sierra Club leaders and craft specific actions that we can take in our local communities to get
started.

We will forge a plan and take immediate action Hoild the grassroots base President Obama needs to
create millions of new green jobs and secure our clean energy future. What a great opportunity to meet like minded
folks interested in the creation of green jobs amaling toward a cleaner, greener world. Come dradesideas.
Please bring your own drinks and a snack to shiayeu wish. We will also have some snacks avadalClick to
register http://action.sierraclub.org/site/GetTogether?gggtber=event_list&page=event-
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Open Pit Mine with Dragline.
Would you like one in your neighborhood?
They come with big trucks!

friends-bounces@corkscrewroad.com, May 14, 2009

Lee County has released their Staff Report forRH
Mine zoning application and I'm pleased to repdratt
the county staff recommends DENIAL of the rezoning
request. | was particularly encouraged to readcthaty
staff’'s conclusion:

“The Lee Plan’s overriding theme is one of safedung

the public interest through neighborhood protectionl
maintaining compatibility with existing uses. Pabjur-
poses sought to be achieved are echoed in the, gpadils
cies and objectives that emphasize the importarice ¢
compact and efficient growth patterns, compatipilind
preserving the character of residential areas lmydaw
the introduction of uses that would be destructather
than enhance the character of a community. Theraatu
and magnitude of the impacts created by a mineatiper
cannot be adequately addressed in an area thattis
characterized by industrial or mining uses. Histale-
velopment patterns along the Corkscrew Road Carrido
have been agricultural and large lot residentiasudhe
character of the corridor is rural residential/agttiural,
not industrial. Mining has only recently been inmoed

to eastern Corkscrew Road. The testimony of the res
dents impacted by one existing operation, Westwinc
Mine, makes it clear the Board was not unreasoniable
denying rezoning applications filed with respecEgiero
Group IPD or Schwab 640. The same residents will b¢
affected by the Corkscrew Excavation mine.

r

YOU CAN HELP BUILD A NEW CLEAN
ENERGY FUTURE
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The Obama administration is working hard to put new
federal rules and safeguards in place to build a clean en-
ergy future but our help is needed. For example, the EPA
recently announced that carbon dioxide is a danger to
public health and welfare and is subject to regulation un-
der the Clean Air Act. Your voice is needed - the EPA is
accepting comments on this endangerment finding. We
need to tell EPA that we won't be able to secure a clean
energy future unless global warming pollution is reduced
and we focus on renewable and low carbon energy
sources.

To submit a comment to the EPA go to this link:http://
wwwe.sierraclub.org/bigpicture , click on submit a com-
ment and fill out the required fields, etc. It only takes a
minute. The goal is 25000 comments to the EPA. Please
share this with the folks on the Action Alert List.

WHERE DO BEARS LIVE? WHERE
DO THEY BELONG?

Recently a bear was sighted near the corner ofdVetr
Park Way and Colonial foraging in a dumpster. ¥ fe
years ago the dumpster was not there, only foraaieg
for a bear. A bear was also sighted in San Cétéok
where a friend of mine used to hunt wild boar aur t
keys. Bears forged in this area also.

Bears have always lived in all of Florida with #hex
peaceful reputation for there toleration of humanosing
into their land. Unfortunately, people do not htve
same attitude. They move into a bear's home apelcéx
it to vacate and never return.

As we have recently seen, they do return to tlheading
areas and expect to find food. If this happersetgour
backyard, you are the person who is in the wroageplf
you cannot tolerate a bear passing by or diggingur
dumpster.

Fortunately for the dumpster diving bear, it weeage-
fully on its way. However, the bear returning #&nSCar-
los Park searching for a snack was shot and kilésst-
lessly.

What do you do if you have a bear in your neighbod?
Call animal control and leave the bear alone, stsige
and take pictures through the windoWou are very
lucky to have seen a bear. The same goes for &anth
and Bobcats. They are to be cherished not killed.

The editor, Loren Wieland



Monsanto CEO Voted Country's Biggest 'Biofool’

Friends of the Earth
Monsanto CEO Hugh Grant was named the countrygebig'biofool” this week after online voting in

an April Fools Day competition sponsored by Frienfithe Earth and the Rainforest Action Network

came to a close. "It was a landslide. Nearly oivel thf voters chose Grant," said Friends of thetlEsar

Kate McMahon. "Monsanto needs to stop promotindueis in the face of overwhelming evidence that
biofuels are bad for the environment and bad fappe" More about Grant and the other biofools loarfound at http://
www.biofoolsday.org.

ALVA'S PIECE STILL UNDER SIEGE
Alva is resisting the Bonita Bays North River Vdka development which is interested in increasinsig to 2 1/2
units per acre. They are requiring B&B to buildré@n” buildings & reduce use of birms. There wi#l & hearing in
August with protestors wearing orange tee shiR&MC is urged to attend the North River Villageahng. Audubon
has also voted to appose North River Village as@elsisa of Sierra. Frank & Merrill Mann helped ¢ original
approval reversed.

Marco Eagle®ing Well, Bonita’s in Peril
Frances Enman, March 2
Just a quick report........ UET did not get themrgrso | don't think they will be able to af-
ford the solar project on Tract K. We have twoybahgles and parents are doing well
despite the fact that their nest is in such a putiliace. Nancy Richie, our city environ-
mentalist, has posted the no trespassing signadtiave had some problems with people
ignoring them and walking up to the tree the neshi For the most part, people have
been good and staying on the sidewalk. It is angahbw fast they grow. Watching an eagles nestbeas an ex-
perience of a lifetime. Thanks for the reporthie Calusa Digest....we all need to be part of ptiotg our wildlife
especially when we are up against self interestegldpers.

BONITA BAY EAGLES AT RISK
Ed Parks

The lawsuit by four Bonita Bay residents attemptimgtop development inside the present eaglelnddr zone has
been terminated. Bonita Bay Group (BBG) now Hhasfahe legal documents needed to allow themédgif con-

struction of their Bay Woods Phase Two developnodrit5 luxury home sites as of the end of Bald Eaddgsting

Season, May 15,2009, if they wish to proceed. €oaton will clear 16 acres of pristine upland g@imabitat ( includ-
ing many old growth pine trees) from the 23 aar#dy area, leaving only a 5.1 acre nest protectimme in a 330 foot
semi-circle for the eagles. That small remainingaais sparsely treed and will result in extensigibility of the de-

velopment and its construction activity from thetne

BBG claims that their project will be a “ net beihéd these nesting eagles” because the 5.1 aeeeveitl be a perma-
nent preserve in lieu of the present 23 acre ng&erwhich is temporarily preserved as long asrtast tree remains
in active use plus five years. ( It should be ddtet this nest tree is probably the oldest couatiy used tree in Flor-
ida with an active nest in that giant pine treeobefany eagle nest monitoring records were keptezits ago. This
existing 23 acre nesting habitat is ideal and wdildely be used by future eagle generations as Emghis healthy
nest tree remains standing.) This project isimaompliance with the National Bald Eagle ManagairGuidelines
which state that a project of this size on a sitd Whese characteristics should be at least 660ffem an existing
nest to avoid disturbance of nesting eagles. Thiational Guidelines are applicable now and ingshtb protect
Bald Eagles under authority of the Bald and GolBagle Protection Act since Bald Eagles were deistem the
Endangered Species Act in August 2007.

The resident plaintiffs regretfully decided to vadthw because of a threat from BBG's attorneysléodilegal motion
to charge the plaintiffs for BBG’s legal fees phlteged financial damages caused by the lawsudfaydof the pro-
posed development if we did not drop the case witli days of their notice.

The case was filed in Circuit Court in October 208&ch of the first two assigned judges recusesimsielves during
the first three months, the third judge did notibhexgtivating the case until the middle of Marct®2@vith no hearings
scheduled until April and May. So no hearing aftéaor legal issues have been presented beforiecaitCCourt
Judge prior to termination of this case.
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3 WHO WE ARE 2
11: ON THE WEB http://florida.sierraclub.org/calusa 3;
g: Ellen Peterson Chair 239-995% ecronel@gmail 3:
% Bobbie Lee Gruninger Vice Chair & Special Events 239-495-5891 bleegruninger@cornoas *
* Ed Parks Co-Conservation Chair 239-9897472 eeparks2@comcast.net *
% Karen Kamener Co-Conservation Chair 239-543-1435 shadowfaxfan@earthlink.net 2
# Don Ehat Treasurer 239 9478143 on.Bhat@gmail.com *
4 Connie Langmann Publicity & Website 239-694-5513 GAEAKay@asol.com N
% Loren Wieland Newsletter & Membership 239-2671566 Lorenlw@aol.com &
T Brigita Gahr Outings 239-337-185 bbgahr@embargmail.com T
; Carl Veaux Babcock Rep & Treasurer B39-7265 cveaux@aol.com ﬁ;
% Rhonda Roff Co-Energy Chair 863-983-4639 marshmaid@gmail.com %*
3 Carter Quillen Co-Energy Chair 423-737-5527 twowheelinguy@yhoo.com 3
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| Join today and receive a FREE Sierra Club Gift |
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I
| Card # Exp.Date
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I

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES

DIV/IDUAL JOINT
| INTRODUCTORY $25
| REGULAR $39 $47
| SUPPORTING $75 $100
| CONTRIBUTING $150 $175
| LIFE $1000 $1250
| SENIOR $24 $32
| STUDENT $24 $32
| LIMITED INCOME $24 $32

| Enclose check and mail ®ierra Club
I P.O. Box 52968 Boulder CO 80322-2968
| Calusa Chapter 3303




