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CALUSA GROUP SAVING OUR PART
OF THE WORLD

Loren Wieland, Calusa Digest editor
January 31, 2009
Would you like to know what we have done onryo
behalf in saving Southwest Florida? Here we go:
We have signed on to a letter with other oizgtions
to the new president encouraging him to pursuewene

able energy sources and reinvigorate the econorhein

process.

We sent a letter to the Department of Trartsgion
stating that we preferred a no build option one&Rovad
951 or to keep it at the western most alignment.

A letter has been sent in regard to the tofMBig Cy-
press encouraging that it not be built or to bét uithe
northern part of the owned property and out of prim
panther habitat.

The people of Alva received our support irppiog
the development of the North River Villagdth a letter
to District Corps of Engineers.

We are ready to provide economic supportifiga-
tion regarding the preservation of the eagle riestthe

Bonita Bay Group wishes to add further development

within the restricted area around this nest.

Sent a Letter to support the fight over chanmeerk-
ing in Clam Bay.

Lent economic support for the Mining Confereion
how mining is affecting Southwest Florida put onthg
RGMC.

Provided support towards the fertilizer ordioa.

Joined the EPEC in a meeting to organize lengi-
ronmental organizations and people of interest.

Provided economic funding for one of the enggiof
The Mangrove Gathering.

We have had representatives at various meetaig
garding our environment.

Our chairperson, Ellen Peterson, continugedteive
recognition for her extensive environmental work.

FLORIDA ENVIRONMENTAL COM-
MISSION APPROVES CLEAN CAR

RULES
Audubon of Florida
12/2/2008

Audubon celebrated the Florida Environmentabiation
Commission's overwhelming vote today to adopt théf@nia
clean car rules. The rule was requested by the @owe
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2009 Earth Day Festival

Our 2009 Earth Day Festival is in its early plangistages. We look forward to seeing you there fé@steval
will have environmental presentations, Music, &dpd, Free Kayaking rides, lot’s of kids activitiexsd a
Drum circle (open to the public) will finish offelday.
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Regarding the Everglades Land Acquisi-
tion (US Sugar)

Governor Charlie Crist

December 19, 2008

Hi, 'm Charlie Crist.

This week a historic vote brought Florida elo® a
monumental land acquisition.

This land acquisition contract approved by $loeith
Florida Water Management District will enable uséwe
America’s Everglades. Let me say that again: ltew-
able us to save America’'s Everglades.

The land is critical, and it is the criticalssing link in
restoring the natural flow of water from Lake Olkeec
bee, which is a key to restoring the Evergladefits

Tangled Up in Blue

Alan Farago on November 10th, 2007, in Everglades,
Growth/Sprawl, Housing implosion, Politics, US Army
Corps, Wall Street.

Last week, Congress handed President Bush the first
override of a presidential veto. The issue was the Water
Resources Development Act— and for Florida, what was
at stake was reviving the federal half of Everglades resto-
ration.

In 2000, Congress set out to solve the Everglades
restoration riddle (in the last WRDA Act) that had been
wrapped up in more than a decade of litigation relating to
Big Sugar's pollution of federal lands.

It became one of the signature environmental efforts
of the Clinton White House: putting aside the acrimony
between the state and federal government and moving
forward in Florida with concrete plans to restore the fa-
bled River of Grass. Seven years later, cynics call it: the
River of Gas.

In Grist (htttp://grist.org), writer Michael Grunwald—the
nation's leading authority on the US Army Corps of Engi-
neers—, was emphatic about the wrong-headedness of
Democrats and Republicans uniting to override a fatally
flawed bill. Moreover he wrote, "... the greens are de-
luded if they think their restoration projects will take
precedence over the usual dredge-and-drain work fa-
vored by Congress and the Corps. There are already bil-
lions of dollars worth of authorized restoration projects for
the Everglades and coastal Louisiana; Congress just has-
n't been funding them.

"The AP report on the presidential veto turned to
Audubon. Grunwald repeats the quote, "If there is a
cause that merits a historic vote such as this, it's fitting
that the cause be to restore some of our most special
places before they are lost forever," crowed April Grom-
nicki, Audubon's director of ecosystem restoration."

Everglades at Tipping Point
Audubon on Everglades restoration
Fri Dec 12, 2008

Everglades at Tipping Point: Audubon of Florialls
for Bold Action to Restore the River of Grass inrvNe
Report.Contacts: David Anderson, Executive Director
786.295.7865, Jacquie Weisblum, Everglades Team
Leader, 786.295.5745. For a copy of the report, vis
www.audubonoffloridanews.org December 12, 2008,
Miami, FL -- Audubon of Florida today releasedad
for bold action on Everglades restoration todalght of
scientific consideration that this unique ecosysitem
reaching an ecological tipping point beyond whiokie
ronmental degradation becomes irreversible." AdNAe
tional Research Council found, to do nothing igido
harm,” Executive Director David Anderson said. “Tha
simply unacceptable. We need to prioritize and act
quickly to avoid a major ecological collapse.

"Amongst the solutions to heal the Evergladasjiu:
bon calls for prioritizing key restoration projeetsd bun-
dling other inter-dependent projects in the coeaarof
the southern Everglades. Audubon’s call to actitied,
Tipping Point for the Everglades: Bold Restoratfan
tion Needed, sites several key indicators of aiieg
Everglades ecosystem, including the loss of magmt-w
ing bird nesting colonies, almost two-thirds of #mil
kite population, recurrent algal blooms in FlorBiay,
and the lowest number of roseate spoonbills negting
northeastern Florida Bay last year since 1963.

By CHRISTINE STAPLETON
Palm Beach Post Staff Writer
Wednesday, December 31, 2008

Florida's energy future should be "clean"tjaet
"renewable" - and include nuclear power as a soofrce
green energy, according to recommendations from the
staff of utility regulators released Wednesday.

The 111-page report is the latest step irddimte
over whether power companies can count new nuclear
power toward their obligation to generate renewable
ergy.

See the report:
http://www.psc.state.fl.us/library/filings/08/11975
08/080503.rcm.doc
The Calusa Group opposes this decision.



URGENT ACTION NEEDED

Hello all,

EPA is challenging standing so we need standifig
davits from client membergdgu) in the numeric nutrient
case in which we are asking EPA to develop numeric
standards (i.e., specific concentration numbensplios-
phorus and nitrogen to replace Florida's currematise
standard, which says polluters can't add an anmfunt
pollutants that will cause the water body to turtoia
slimy green mess filled with exotic and invasivedps
that replace the natural native habitat.

Members providing affidavits can be people whm
property on water bodies, boat, canoe, fish, phay
wildlife, look at wildlife, swim in or consume theater
from the water body, conduct research in the wabely
(etc) whose use is adversely affected by the clsargge
sulting from excessive nutrient pollution (like blgreen
algae blooms, invasive species and exotic spduas t
have replaced the native species they enjoy wajatrin
photographing, closing of water treatment plamsl, so
on). This means they don't want to swim in the@|ga
their property values have gone down, the nativdlifa
have been displaced, the fishing is no good, thaeal
smells, the algae caused respiratory distressgiysand
they don't like looking at it, they don't want tork wa-
ter, or other similar experiences.

This is a Florida wide lawsuit so affidavitsdaclude
use on any water body (or combination of water eégdi
and includes coastal areas affected by excesstviemiu
pollution coming from upstream sources (for exantpée
St. Lucie estuary or the Indian River Lagoon or@ze
loosahatchee River estuary).

All the members will need to do is give me i, ca |
can call them, and I'll listen to what they haveay,
draft an affidavit and send it to them to sign hage
notarized. Should take less than half an hour,ghadt
people want to talk that's fine too, I'll be happyisten.
The best affidavits contain detailed personal erpees
and those usually come out when people start @lkin

We will also need an affidavit from an offiagareach
organization explaining what their organizationdses,
etc.

Please call if you need more instructions.
Thanks for all your help.

Colin Adams

Associate Attorney

Earthjustice

111 S. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
Tallahassee, FL 32301

T: 850-681-0031

F: 850-681-0020
www.earthjustice.org

Comp Plan Consistency Challenges
Posted by: "Ralf Brookes" ralfbrookes@gmail.com
Date: Mon Dec 29, 2008

We just won a Comp Plan consistency challengea#t w
in NE FI however, the order may have relevanceftb S
Fl since it is a statewide statute for citizensnéorce
locally adopted comprehensive plans in your local
circuit courts.

The order is helpful to support citizens for bath ¢tand-
ing and (2) actual consistency with comp plan petic
including Future Land Use Map densities.

The order was signed by Judge Brian Davis on Deeemb

22nd and is reprinted
below.

If you would like a copy of the actual order plessad
me an email to
Ralf@RalfBrookesAttorney.com

ENDANGERED EARTH

Naples Daily News, 31 Dec.
Petition Filed to Protect Florida Manatee

With the Florida manatee's protected habitat design
now 32 years old, this month the Center for Biotagi
Diversity, Wildlife Advocacy Project, and Save the
Manatee Club petitioned the U.S. Fish and WildBf-
vice for a long-overdue revision in southwest Flari

Since 1976, when the area of habitat was firstegtet,
plenty of new information on the manatee's needs ha
surfaced and the severity of some threats hasdhifihe
manatee is now in especial danger from toxic algae
blooms, habitat and sea grass loss, and entrapmeat
nal locks or floodgates -- not to mention climalt@mge
and boat collisions, the latter of which tops d tist of
manatee mortality causes.

Our petition calls for more protection of the mimspor-
tant habitat features for the manatee, includingwaa-
ter and shelter sites, travel corridors, and foangdces.



MINE OBSTACLE IN US SUGAR DEAL
By PAUL QUINLAN

Palm Beach Post Staff Writer

Sunday, December 28, 2008

Gov. Charlie Crist's $1.34 billion bid to repaietkver-
glades by buying nearly all of U.S. Sugar Cormbsnf
land comes with a small demand that could leadgo b
headaches: Forget plans for a 7,000-acre rock arine
the property.

If only it were so easy.

Long before the state agreed to buy out U.S. Ssgar’
farmland, Vulcan Materials, the nation's largesidoicer
of construction rock headquartered in Birminghara. A
struck a deal of its own to lease 7,000 acres 8f Bugar
land for use as a rock mine. It intends to go aleddits
dig, even though the site sits in the heart ofstiage's
sweeping Everglades restoration blueprint.

The stage for this clash was set in April, whemPal
Beach County commissioners gave the go-aheaddor th
mine. At the behest of environmentalists, commissis
asked the South Florida Water Management Diswict t
weigh in on how the purchase might affect the Ever-
glades.

They got no response. Two months later, Crist aatdmw
district leaders unveiled a plan, the product ofithe of
secret negotiations, to buy and put U.S. Sugar ta
use in an unprecedented environmental repair job.

So as things now stand, Crist and water managanstpl
build a chain of Everglades-sustaining reservai fé-
ter marshes on land where Vulcan plans to blastla r
mine the size of a city.

It is the opinion of the Calusa Group that reses/oome
with their own problems. Such as deprivation afeth
flow, lowering the water table in surrounding aresasd
disruption of native vegetation and wildlife. Wedeup
with a string of smaller mines not Everglades.

ACTIVISTS WILLING TO BE AR-

ESTED FOR OUR ENVIRONMENT
Saturday January 10, 2009 — Indiantown Florida

Seventeen Earth First activists were arretbtischfter-
noon in an effort to re-open Barley Barber swamp fo
public use and immediate scientific monitoring. pEess-
ing great concern for the impact Florida Power higght
has had on this landmark property, activists engage
civil disobedience to assert the need for immediate-
pendent scientific monitoring of the oldest balgpm®ss
trees in Florida. The group has made multiple estgiof
FPL to re-open the swamp and address the deténigrat
condition of the area they promised to preserve.

Six of the activists entered the area of taddy Bar-
ber swamp where the old boardwalk still stands ameai
visitors. They refused to leave their positionghi@
swamp without an official commitment from FPL taden
their contamination and draining of area wetlan@h-
ers were arrested during a support rally on adjaaep-
erty.

"I do not want to be arrested, but | will take risk in
order to raise awareness about the slow deatlistbat
curring in the Barley Barber Swamp," said Stevieve@a
Palm Beach County resident who is now in custody fo
trespassing into the closed swamp. "When FPL took
ownership of this landmark they promised to presdine
old growth. They have not. They have expanded their
power plant facility which has drained the swampt®f
water and is causing it to die."

Noting the expansion of FPL power plants i ith-
gion, another arrested activist Ben Korn state@®L'Ras
placed the two largest fossil fuel power plantthmen-
tire country between Lake Okeechobee and the Laxaha
chee River. They have not provided full environtaén
impact statements for either facility which draiater
from the aquifer and release mercury contaminaims.
seeing the harm done to Barley Barber, we reiterate
concern for the impact the West County Energy Gente
will have on the Loxahatchee River Basin and tleatgr
Everglades."

Activist Russ McSpadden further added that'FP
must be held accountable. If the elected officaald
state agencies assigned to protect our wetlandisotil
do their job, then we must do everything in our poto
help save these precious areas. Our actions aalglr
bearing fruit. FPL has now promised to reopen the
swamp in 2010. We intend to hold them to theirdvor
and push for an early opening for scientific moritg
and will continue our fight against the West Couty
ergy Center."

Rhonda Roff
Co-Energy Chair
Calusa Group, Sierra Club



20 by 20

Sen. Dave Aronburg
The Legislature will continue to develop our state’
energy plan this year. The debate kicked off Brida
when the Public Service Commission unanimously
passed a proposal that would require 20% of Flzida
energy fuel to come from renewable sources by 2020.

The new energy requirements will help Florida clean
up the environment by reducing harmful greenhouse
gas emissions, and should create a new energytigdus

that will bring needed jobs to our state.

Today, only 3.6 % of Florida’'s energy comes from re
newable fuel sources. The plan will create a tinebf
requirements for energy companies, with the fislg
being 7% renewable energy by 2013.

The Commission designated renewable energy to be
solar, wind and biomass energy. Against the wisties
members of the energy industry, nuclear power and
coal will not be considered clean, renewable energy
fuels.

In the coming months, | will keep you updated oe th
progress of legislation to implement the plan. Goel
of 20% by 2020 will be a huge leap forward for Flor
ida, and will make our state a renewable energgdea
for the rest of the country to follow.

A SHOWDOWN IS BREWING OVER
BIG CYPRESS TOWN THAT PITS DE-
VELOPMENT AGAINST NATURE ...

AGAIN

BY ROGER WILLIAMS rwilliams@floridaweekly.com
Once again, it seems, it's that doggone cat. Tdere,
Puma concolor coryi, the Florida panther.

Already, it's brought Collier government to a nstand-
still from time to time; created an apparent moglar
the once universal truth that when you own lansl, it
yours to do with as you wish; and inspired hugesbuc-
racies of environmental red tape to swing intocarcti

The majority of big cats that remain on the planet
probably between 80 and 120 - happen to live imear
Collier County. And unfortunately for Collier Enter
prises, the countryside the Florida panther likestis
theirs. The company aims to build Big Cypress Town
with a first phase of about 9,000 homes on 2,808sac
from south of Oil Well road to south of Randall Bsau
vard in eastern Collier County, its managers say.

Bush Finalized a Species Killing
Plan, Center Already in Court to

Block It
The New York Times, December 11, 2008
By Felicia Edberg Barringer

Despite massive public
opposition, the Interior
Department published
its final plan this Thurs-

day to eviscerate our
nation's most successful
wildlife protection law -

- the Endangered Spe-
cies Act. The plan,
which exempts thou-
sands of federal activi-
ties -- including those
generating greenhouse
gases -- from environ-
mental review, was rushed through at the 11th hour
before Bush leaves office. In an unusual legalenan

ver, however, the Center for Biological Diversity,
Greenpeace, and Defenders of Wildlife filed suit
against the plan last Thursday as soon as it was an
nounced. When species lives are at risk, themois
time to wait for publication. notices.

MANATEE MORTALITY MUSH-

ROOMS IN FLORIDA
ENDANGERED EARTH
Jan. 8,2009

With 2008 ended, the numbers are in for thathde
of endangered Florida manatees last year -- aryte¢he
not good news. Florida's total count was 337 irtligi
deaths, marking the seventh time in the past 1fsyea
that more than 300 manatees died in state wateirs. S
entists documented a record high of 101 perinatal
deaths, which include both unborn manatees and de-
pendent babies of less than five feet in lengtre 6n
the worst threats to Florida's manatees are bohish
can kill the gentle creatures through collisionst_a
year, 90 manatees died in Florida waters thanksto
tercratft.

The Center for Biological Diversity, Wildlif&dvo-
cacy Project, and Save the Manatees Club last week
petitioned the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service taafe
the Florida manatee's federally protected hab#aigd
nation, now 32 years old.



Alert: Florida Forever Restored!

1000 FRIENDS OF FLORIDA

27 Jan. 2009

Governor Charlie Crist today vetoed language inRfie
2008-09 State budget that would have suspended a ma
jority of Florida Forever land acquisitions thisaye

Governor Crist's action restores the debt serngéoes
sary for the full $300 million in Florida Foreveotoow-
ing this year. This action restores funding for DERi-
sion of State Lands, Water Management Districtd, an
Florida Communities Trust.

The Florida Forever Coalition applauds GovernoscCri
for this action. A copy of his veto letter and s bf ve-
toed items are attached. For more on Florida Foyeve
please visit www.supportfloridaforever.org

Thank you Governor

SOLAR PARKING LOT
SCALED-DOWN SAN SOUCI OF-

FERED FOR CAPE
THE NEWS PRESS, Brian Liberatore, 12/5/08

PROGRAM TO PROMOTE RESIDEN-
TIAL SOLAR ENERGY FACES A DARK
FUTURE

BY JIM WAYMER, FLORIDA TODAY

A year after the City Council shot down the projest
developer is trying to rally support behind a seraller-
sion of San Souci Bay - a high rise developmerihin

north Cape. On sunny days, Harry Jacobs grins as he watches his

electric meter go backward and his solar panelt tsta

Public relations professional Christopher Spirodkul pay off.

plans for the modified $430 million project Thurgda

front of'a packed house at the Cape Cora! Assoadf  The $20.500 in state solar rebates he appliechfdune
Realtor's downtown office. The Women's Council of would brighten up his days even more. But the clieck
Realtors hosted the event. not in the mail. "Right now, it's just a promissedid the
69-year-old retiree who lives in the Great Outdd®s

Developer Michael Kerner intends to bring the néanp 0.+ in Titusville

to the council for approval early next year.

Jacobs is among more than 3,000 Floridians whaexppl
during the past five months for solar rebates fthen
state. About 1,300 applicants have been approveal fo
combined $2.8 million in rebates, and the othe0Q dre
awaiting approval. But there's no money left to tream.

The City Council a year ago sided with nearby resid
and conservationists who said a 722-unit developmen
would congest roadways, imperil preserves and dfiin’
with the low-density suburban streets in the nQdipe.

Kerner has since modified the plans, cutting thze sif
the project by 30 percent and knocking four stofiem

the three planned high rises. The new plans watdd i
clude 598 units - 122 less than the first dratllirsg for
between $200,000 to more than $1 million. The new
plans also include a public park, walking trailsdatD _
acres to the east for commercial development, which-€gislators are expected to vote early next year on

The level of interest in the program was so grieatt, oy
the time people had applied, this year's $5 milpool of
rebate money had been swallowed up by applicants al
ready on the wait list.

could come years after the building opens in 2012 whether to renew, increase, decrease or elimirlate F
' ida's $5 million pot of money for solar rebatesisTime
around, they have at least $3.5 billion less tokwaith in

Opponents to the project are still skeptical.
next year's state budget.



Talk About Knowing Where Your Bread is

Buttered!
Karen Kamener, 1/14/09
Co-conservation Chair

Hi,
Tina the Turtle lives in our back pond and hasditieere for

over 10 years. She has a dent in the front of ihelf and that

is how we identify her. She will sniff my hand aletime

touch her in between bites of bread. She is igetii enough
to know the difference between my hand and a péteead.

She also comes out of the pond and comes overttoheg for food. She is one of my best friends tantthink of her on
someone's dinner table is unacceptable. | beliaeeobher babies lives in the pond too because he/she has her friendly
personality but is not ready to be touched yet. The other turtles, soft shells and hard shells are a bit more wary.

Dereliction of Duty — Fish and Wildlife

Conversation Commission
Sydney/AES, Jan 13, 2009

"Barely a week after FWCC unveiled its lame rules)
alleged turtle rustlers were caught with 30 softshen
the St. Johns River in Brevard County. The unlieeins
hunters had 5,000 hooks baited with raw chicketwn
trot lines roughly five miles long. They were chedg
with two misdemeanors. That'll teach ‘em!"

Florida's Natural Bounty Being Looted
CARL HIAASEN, Jan. 11, 2009

EAGLES AND SOLAR PANELS PUT
EAGLE EYE ON MARCO ISLAND

The school board owns some land, 11 acregcall
track K, on which they propose to build a field saflar
collectors that would share this land with an actest
of Eagles.

By law, and politically speaking, the nest and ttaa
not be touched. However, the collier county schomard
superintendent and a solar corporation (UET) hauels
up a private deal and that is where the problenmseco
into play. Tract K was deeded to the collier cgunt
school board by the Deltona Corp. who developedcMar
Island. The deed for Tract K is referred to asostisite
#2.

Now comes (UET) a private solar corporation,
founded in Aug. 2008 with no previous experience in
solar power and they meet privately with the schraol
perintendent of Collier County and proceed to make

Every day, hundreds of wild freshwater turtles are plans to put solar panels on Tract K. This waslalie

snatched from Florida's lakes and rivers, and st
Asia where they are butchered for food and folkeem
dies.

It's all perfectly legal, thanks to the state'shFasd Wild-
life Conservation Commission -- or, if you will,&Wild-
life Conversation Commission, since its membersi-obv
ously would rather chat than make actual decisions.

Biologists and environmental groups have been lneggi
the FWCC to ban the exportation of Florida's saflish
turtles, but the commission remains deep in ponderi
Last March, 34 of the nation's foremost scientigtste
to urge state officials to outlaw the turtle hatves

"For the same reason that it is illegal to kilinkde sea
turtles on a nesting beach, it is a very bad idetake
adult turtles in large numbers from any ecosystehg'
scientists said. "Turtles are extremely slow fareduce
and have very low success rates of nests and hegshl

quietly with no input from the city council or tllemmu-
nity. The C.C.S.B. plans on using the solar patuetsf-
set the cost for electricity for the collier cousshools.

They say that the solar panels will be edoaati and
school children can visit the site. The peoplé¢tanother
hand say that the property was and should be hetutal
acreage as deeded for a school site. How | seethiat
this new corp. (UET) sees an opportunity to getrthe
hands on Tract K. They are a for profit corponatemd
the land will be used by them to make a profit andl
that belongs to the future school children. A sthsite
can not be called a solar farm. A school site lisiiéding
that is used for the educational use for childrditis
whole situation borders NOT on the eagles but, géis
to use the land and for what purpose.

I would also note here that if it were not floe eagles
nesting on this site, none of us would have redlizbat
was going on.

Frances Enman



PAIN & LOST BEAUTY The land seems hostile and strange to the white kge

) cause they don't understand how to live with itghins.
(QUIET BEAR SEES THE END OF DIF They work hard to conquer it and don't worry abtaik-

FERENT PATTERNS) ing too much. It will be a long time before theiteleyes
feel the spirit. They move too fast and talk toacim

Quiet bear picked up a scent not part of tmest. He  The spirit waits for silence to reach in and renevope-
gestured to Deer Foot who responded with a fingerfully someday Quiet Bear, Indians and white eyey ma
against his nose indicating that he too wondereditzihe  love the same spirit. Tell then there will be muypin
unpleasant smell. Soon they would reach the deep p for the Indian and lost beauty for the white eyes.
at the bend in the stream and take time to restatite. Dusk blended the lakeside trees into the watef
The two Braves were returning from delivering a mes owls began to drift into their evening hunt. Itsaquiet
sage to a distant friendly tribe and coasted thmotng on the looking log for a long time.
woods leading no trail or evidence of their passing

Some evidence of the white eyes that trappedi a By Don Ehat
traded for Indian firs was very much in evidenc&cav- Calusa Group Secretary
enged bones from recent hunts and drying firesp-aba
doned cooking rings, trees half fallen over opds gug
for building stones all spoke of recent white atyiv
Rounding the stream bend the Indians were stuninia a
appearance of the abandoned campsite. The onee we . .
coming pool was now clogged with fallen brush and Make Lee County, FL Bike/Pedestrian-
branches. To cross the stream the traders had keich- ~ Friendly --sign petition
porary bridge of stones and logs at the narrow$is T "Darla Letourneau”
made for dry moccasins but trapped all the upstreamFeb 5, 2009
brush which now circled sluggishly in the pool.

The unpleasant scent was identified to cornenfa We're starting a coalition to advocate for a bikelfp
large partially decayed elk carcass. For someoreés  friendly Lee County. Please sign our online petitand
had been skinned and left on the edge of the stewain  help us reach our goal of 10,000 signatures. T$lank
washed in during a heavy rain. Beautiful white -dog
woods which had circled the pool were stripped lfare  The petition: Make Lee County, Florida, Bike/Pedast
their thin branches to be woven into beds of thpgers  Friendly
load bearing travois. The poll gouges paralleled t You can view this petition at:
stream for a ways to the north. Quiet Bear and Beet http://www.thepetitionsite.com/tell-a-friend/296%7 7
decided they weren't in the mood to bathe; thegldyi
turned away from viewing the despoiled campsite and
continued on their return journey.

Later, on the looking log Quiet Bear talkedhwiwhite
Eagle about the journey. White Eagle, he said rieaty \IQE’L(J)'IMUER UREES[;I-Q(B\IXESQI%SITJI\%”E FOR

white eyes were religious, even trappers. He Hzad By Charlie Whitehead
they even carried sacred objects when they trayelu January 31, 2009
describe particular types of garments they wore thed ’

special houses they built for their gods to live ibon't BONITA SPRINGS — One of the remaining sites under
the gOdS live outside until their SpeCiaI houses lauilt? consideration for the new Spnng Training home tof t
If the gods are outside don't they want their terapo  Boston Red Sox may get knocked out of the parke Th
outside place to reflect their respect and love thair Lee County committee reviewing the proposed sites
god's presence? won't make its decision for almost a month. The €son
Quiet Bear you have seen clearly how differsom- vancy of Southwest Florida has made its decisibog-
mitments and desires change a man's action tovard t ever, and so has the Responsible Growth Management
earth. Our tribe looks to the earth to keep ugpkeg Coalition. Neither likes the Edison Farms site.
with food and shelter. We are always gratefulf@at ~ The Conservancy is doing its own review of thessite
and hides, thanking the deer that has died to meet Jennifer Hecker, natural resources policy managethe
needs. Water, grain and fruit are accepted griatefwe organization, met with representatives of Edisomisa
move frequently to let the land heal and game tturea  on Thursday. “Comparative analysis of the ninessit
S0 our next visit will be welcome by the Earth &pir says it's a severely problematic site for growtmage-
The white eyes gods don't live in the landytfieat ment and natural resources,” she said.
above it and only come down to the special houses.



Sierra Club Calusa Group Spring, 2009 Outings
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Mar. 15, Sun. 2-6 pm. Paddle the Estero River and  Picnic Dinner at Koreshan State Park. Canoe rent-
als available at the park for only $5/hour plus tax per boat. The two hour paddle will take us upstream into
the “Estero jungle”. We’'ll work up an appetite for a picnic dinner in the park afterwards. Optional stroll
through the bamboo forest alongside the river. Park entrance fee is $4 per car. Limit: 10 boats. Reserve
with Em at 239-472-8973.

Mar. 28, Sat. 9 am. Hike the Alligator Creek Trail s at the Charlotte Harbor Environmental Center  (near
Punta Gorda). We will begin with a leisurely one-mile interpretive walk lead by a center volunteer. Those
that are interested in additional hiking will continue for 2-3 miles at a more moderate pace on other trails.
Bobcat, bald eagles, gopher tortoises, and red-shouldered hawks inhabit the pine flatwoods. The exhibits at
the visitor’s reception center and the Nature Gift Shop are open from 9-3. Reserve with Brigita at 239-337-
1857 bbgahr@embargmail

April 4, Sat. 8 am. Breakfast followed by Hike at  Collier-Seminole State Park.  Bring your appetite and
hiking boots for this awesome excursion into the heart of South Florida’'s swampland (which should be fairly
dry this time of year). Breakfast at 8:00 AM at the Cracker Barrel Restaurant, with a 6.5 mile moderately-
paced hike afterwards on a trail that winds through pine flatwoods and cypress swamp, allowing participants
opportunities to observe the great variety of vegetation and wildlife found at the park. Contact Sue at 239-595
-1873 or susiesstuff@mac.com to sign up. 12-person limit.

April 26, Sun. 2:30 pm. Kayak Tarpon Bay and Pot  Luck Dinner on the Causeway. Explore Tarpon Bay
in the Ding Darling Wildlife Preserve on Sanibel Island. $7 launch fee if you have your own boat, rentals are
$10/hr for a single kayak and $15/hr for a double. After a 1-2 hour paddle, we will have a pot luck picnic on
the causeway and end the outing with a beautiful Gulf sunset. Reserve with Em at 239-472-8973.

May 1-3, Fri.-Sun. Cayo Costa Weekend Kayak and Cam ping . Join us for a great weekend at one of the
state’s premier island state parks. Truly a Gulf Coast paradise located west of Fort Myers. We'll paddle out
on Friday morning with a stop at legendary Cabbage Key restaurant for lunch, and paddle back on Sunday.
For those who wish to take it easy, there is a ferry boat, Tropic Star (239-283-0015; tropicstarcruises.com).
We've rented four primitive cabins and four camp sites for the trip. Cabins can accommodate 2-3 people com-
fortably and the campsites can hold 2 tents each. The cabins are $62 for the weekend and each campsite is
$37. We'll divide this up appropriately along with a $15 charge per vehicle for parking so the club can be reim-
bursed. This trip is rated moderate to strenuous because of open water and possible wind conditions. Be sure
to reserve early. Contact Don Kirkley at 941-493-3085.(Manatee/Sarasota Group)

2008 OUTINGS PROGRAM REPORT
CALUSA GROUP OF THE SIERRA CLUB

(Submitted by Outing Chair, Brigita Gahr)

Scheduled Outings:
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Thirteen seemed to be our lucky number this year- all scheduled outings were held, thanks to fair weather and the efforts
of our expanding team of outing leaders!

Date Outing Location/Activity Participan  t#
Jan. 12 Kayak Johnson Bay 3
Jan. 13 10-Mile Linear Parkway Hike #1 20
Feb. 10 10-Mile Linear Parkway Hike #2 2
Feb. 16-18 Hillsborough River State Park Camping 5
Mar. 9 10-Mile Linear Parkway Hike #3 3
Mar. 15 Collier Seminole State Park Hike 3
Apr. 26 Calusa Ghost Tour 11
May 17 Clam Bayou Paddle 8
June 13 Art Night on Pine Island and Matlacha 11
June 21 Kayak Isles of Capris 3
Aug. 2 Panther Refuge Hike 7
Oct. 11 Sunset Paddle in Dinkins Bayou 4
Nov. 1 Caloosahatchee Creeks Hike 13

2008 TOTAL = 93

Leader Training:

Em Hayes and Sue Trone successfully completed the Sierra Club’s Outing Leader 101 Training and Basic First Aid
Training. Additional certified Calusa Group Outing Leaders are Kim & Joe Staigner, Victor Hill and Brigita Gahr.

.. Save us
Visit us

Cherish us For we are beautiful

EPA Given Ultimatum on Ocean Acidification
Endangered Earth, November 20, 2008

After almost a year with no response to oditipe to address ocean acidification, last Thuystiee Center for Bio-
logical Diversity filed a notice of intent to sugetU.S. Environmental Protection Agency to forde itackle the prob-
lem. Last December's petition asked the agencgadhe Clean Water Act to impose stricter pH stedwdor ocean
water quality and to publish guidance to help stat®tect their own waters from ocean acidification

Here's how ocean acidification works: Humgmesascarbon dioxide into the air, the oceans abgpand carbonic
acid builds up, lowering seawater's pH and cauisittgbecome more acidic. Ocean acidification deydeseawater of
the compounds marine creatures like corals, caatzbplankton need to build shells and skeletonsl. #mthose organ-
isms suffer, so do all the species in the ocead &ain. Currently, the Environmental ProtectioreAgy's water-
quality criterion for pH is pitifully inadequatend no wonder -- it was last updated in 1976.
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SIERRA CLUB-CALUSA GROUP
PO BOX 595
ESTERO, FL
33928
WE'RE ON THE WEB VISIT US
HTTP://[FLORIDA.SIERRACLUB.ORG/CALUSA

YEARLY NATIONAL ELECTIONS FOR
BOARD MEMBERS COMING SOON

In early March those eligible to vote will be redap
their national Club ballot in the mail or, via theernet if
they selected the electronic option. The cand&date:
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WHO WE ARE
ON THE WEB http://florida.sierraclub.org/calusa

Laurence Gibson (TX) N, Chris Warshaw (CA) N, Frank

Morris (NY) P, David A. Scott (OH) N, Robin Mann
(PA) N, Rafael, K. Reyes (CA) N, Lane E. Boldman
(KY) N, Phil Wheeler (CA) N

Membership
Join today and receive a FREE Sierra Club Gift

Name

239-9955%
239-495-5891

239 9478143
239-694-5513
239-2671566

239-337-185

863-983-4639
423-737-5527
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ecronel@gmail
bleegruninger@cormuoast
eeparks2@comcast.net
shadowfaxfan@earthlink.net
Don.ehat@gmail.com
GAEAKay@asol.com
Lorenlw@aol.com
bbgahr@embargmail.com
cveaux@aol.com
marshmaid@hughes.net
twowheelinguy@yhoo.com

239-9897472
239-543-1435

B39-7265
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STAFF OF BABCOCK RANCH ARE

LAID OFF
By KATE SPINNER, December 10, 2008

CHARLOTTE COUNTYKitson & Partners has laid off
nine people who were working on planning and design
for Babcock Ranch, an anticipated 18,000-home gldnn
community east of Punta Gordo.

The layoffs, affecting nearly half of the $taédicated
to Babcock, were necessary to cut costs, but dparet
tend a collapse of the multimillion-dollar projedgvel-
oper Syd Kitson said. Kitson said the company tsiray
down on long-term planning and shifting focus torsh
term goals, such as getting
permits from local and re-
gional agencies to begin
construction in 2011.

"Right now we're concen-
trating heavily on getting
our approvals and permits
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finalized," Kitson said.

A year ago, Kitson had
said he expected to begin
construction before the end
of 2008. But a dismal real estate market and ah out
standing lawsuit with Lee County, over concernsuabo
water quality and traffic, are slowing the pacéehaf pro-
ject, essentially halting progress on all but filh&t phase
of the development, or roughly 2,000 homes.

"If in fact those two things wouldn't have pbaped,
we would not have had to slow down the planning,"
Kitson said.

Near the end of the real estate boom threses g,
Kitson, in a 50-50 partnership with Morgan Stanieyr-
chased the Babcock family's 91,000-acre workingan
for $700 million. Most of the land was sold to state
for preservation, at a cost to taxpayers of $350ami
The remaining 18,000 acres or so are slated fesiden-
tial community bigger than Lakewood Ranch to the
north.



