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JOIN US AT OUR MEETINGS         For information call Loren (239) 267-1566 
At 6:30 PM on the  First Thursday at Happehatchee Center 8791 Corkscrew Road  Estero   

 Explore, Enjoy and Protect the Planet                                                               September, 2009 

Pine Island:  Willow Lake Restoration 
Phil Buchanan    Jun 13, 2009  
 
     The South Florida Water Management District, Army 
Corpes of Engineers, and the landowner's representatives 
have agreed on a plan that would result in the restoration 
of Willow Lake, a former swamp near the corner of 
Stringfellow Road and Alcorn Street. Before its destruc-
tion in 2007, Willow Lake was the only natural freshwa-
ter ecosystem on Pine Island. 
      The restoration plan requires that the land be returned 
to its original topography, including the removal of fill 
down to the muck (or water) level so the swamp remains 
hydrated year round. Thousands of live oaks, willows, 
swamp ferns, grasses, palmettos, and other plantings will 
be installed (and assured survival for a minimum of 5 
years).  The entire 7.88 swamp area plus another wet-
lands area to the south of the swamp (a total of 19.08 
acres) will be placed in a permanent conservation ease-
ment and made available for passive recreational use. 
      The restoration plan is a part of a consent agreement 
that resolves environmental violations issued by the 
SFWMD and ACOE in 2007. The consent agreement 
does not require an admission of liability by the land 
owner or even require that he acknowledge that Willow 
Lake ever existed, but it does legally require that he pay 
for and accomplish the restoration actions listed above, 
plus pay $20,600 in fines and fees. If the landowner satis-
fies all requirements of the consent order over the next 
five years, the violations will be excused. It should be 
noted that no restoration plan can be successful in restor-
ing a swamp that Mother Nature took thousands of years 
to create. 
    Thanks to Melissa Roberts and Phil Flood of the 
SFWMD and Cynthia Ovdenk of the ACOE, as well as to 
the landowner and his representatives, for their work. 
Thanks to Lee County commissioners, particularly Com-
missioner Janes, for their very active support. Most of all 
to the Greater Pine Island Civic Association  for dozens 
of meetings, emails, and letters, and the thousands of 
hours they have devoted to this issue over the past two 
years-without them this result would not have been ob-
tained.  

CAP-AND- TRADE LEGISLATION 
Senator Nelson 
 
I am interested in cap-and-trade programs because they 
would let the market, not the government, dictate how to 
lower harmful emissions. I believe that we have the tech-
nology and ability to meet the challenge of climate 
change in a way that will provide new economic opportu-
nities and make us more competitive internationally 
while protecting consumers from high energy prices and 
breaking our dependence on oil. 
 
Global warming threatens Florida's fragile ecosystem and 
$56 billion tourism industry. Rising sea levels will en-
croach on Florida's pristine beaches and harm coastal 
wetlands and the Everglades. Increased carbon dioxide 
and water temperatures will damage sensitive coral reefs 
and endanger Florida's diverse marine species. A scien-
tific study by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change concluded with 90 percent certainty that global 
warming is caused by the accumulation of man-made 
greenhouse gasses. 
 
I will continue to work in the Senate to fight the effects 
of global warming.  
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 COURT ORDER PAVES WAY TO STOP 
SALTWATER INTRUSION INTO FLOR-
IDA'S DRINKING WATER 
A federal appeals court ruled to protect southwest Florida's 
drinking water from saltwater intrusion. 
September 5, 2000 ???? 
    Tallahassee, FL -- On Friday the Second District Court of 
Appeal filed its long-awaited order in a multi-year court battle 
about continuing seawater intrusion into the southwest Florida 
drinking water aquifer. The seawater intrusion is a result of 
excessive water withdrawals that have been approved by the 
Southwest Florida Water Management District. The order 
paves the way for stronger regulation to bring the problem to a 
halt.  
    The case involved a challenge of proposed water manage-
ment district rules brought by Earthjustice Legal Defense Fund 
– the nation's largest public interest environmental law firm – 
on behalf of the Environmental Confederation of Southwest 
Florida more than five years ago. Several counties and farm 
interests also brought challenges of the rules, and the chal-
lenges were consolidated.   Why no enforcement? 

Insect May Help Conquer Old World 
Climbing Fern (USDA, 7/6/09) 
http://www.ars.usda.gov/is/pr/2009/090706.htm  
By Marcia Wood  
July 6, 2009  
 
Throughout much of Florida's famed Everglades, an inva-
sive, light-green vine called Old World climbing fern 
now cloaks the forest floor. Besides smothering shrubs 
and even small trees with its dense, spongy mats, the in-
trusive fern, known to scientists as Lygodium microphyl-
lum , also forms soft, twining stems that climb tree 
trunks. Underneath this layer of living fern, dry, dead 
lygodium stems accumulate, boosting the wildfire hazard.  
 
To help stop the fern's vertical and horizontal advance, 
Agricultural Research Service (ARS)-funded scientists at 
the Australian Biological Control Laboratory in Brisbane, 
and their ARS colleagues in Florida, have found and 
studied a coterie of insects that are natural enemies of the 
fern in its homelands—the tropics and subtropics of the  
World, including Australia.  
 
Some of these beneficial insects have already been put to 
work in Florida. In the coming years, they may be joined 
by stem-boring moths, according to research entomolo-
gist Matthew Purcell. He's director of the Brisbane labo-
ratory, which is operated by ARS and Australia's Com-
monwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organiza-
tion (CSIRO).  
 
The female stem-boring moth—less than a half-inch from 
wingtip to wingtip—lays eggs that hatch into unusually 
long, cream-colored larvae. These slender caterpillars 
bore into the fern's stems to eat the pith.  
 
For the fern, the invasion is catastrophic. A tunnel-boring 
larva has the potential to kill 40 feet or more of the fern, 
even if the tunnel itself is only a few feet in length. That's 
a strong punch for a half-inch-long caterpillar to deliver.  
 
ARS-funded research overseas pinpointed stem borers' 
potential to control the fern in 1999. Subsequent expedi-
tions—by Purcell; CSIRO colleagues Tony Wright, Jeff 
Makinson, Bradley Brown and Ryan Zonneveld; former 
Brisbane director John Goolsby , now with ARS in Wes-
laco, Texas; and Ted Center, with ARS in Ft. Lauderdale, 
Fla.—have yielded stem borers from several climbing 
fern species in Southeast Asia.  
 
Among the most promising of these new candidates is a 
stem borer from Hong Kong. Importantly, the Brisbane 
scientists have been able to rear it in captivity, an essen-
tial step for completing requisite tests of its biology.  

 

THIS IS THE WAY WE HAVE FUN 
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HOMETOWN DEMOCRACY 
WE’VE MADE IT!!   
 
On Monday, June 22, 2009, the Florida Division of Elec-
tions certified Florida Hometown Democracy's proposed 
constitutional amendment for the November 2010 ballot 
as Amendment 4!  This certification follows the Florida 
Supreme Court’s recent emergency order striking down 
the petition revocation scheme created by the Florida 
Legislature.  
 
Florida Hometown Democracy submitted 711,168 valid 
petitions throughout the state to qualify for the ballot.  
 
Lesley Blackner, president of Florida Hometown Democ-
racy, stated: “Our goal now is to spread the word that this 
important reform is definitely on the ballot.  Amendment 
4 will give Floridians who are tired of government of the 
developer, by the developer and for the developer an ave-
nue to change the status quo.  We will be urging Flo-
ridians to “Vote yes 4 FLORIDA - give yourself a vote 
on growth.”   
 
Blackner also wants to thank the many, many Floridians 
who have gotten this important reform to this threshold.  
“We all collected petitions, donated money, talked to our 
friends and family to make this happen.  Now we have to 
make sure Hometown Democracy gets to where it 
needs to be:  in the Florida Constitution.”  
 
Blackner reminded Floridians to beware of the deceitful 
proposed amendment hiding under the name “Floridians 
for Smarter Growth.”  "This ridiculous proposal pretends 
to give a vote on growth but the devil is in the details:  
voters get a referendum on a comprehensive plan change 
only if 10% of the voters go in person to the supervisor 
of elections office to sign a petition within 60 days of 
passage.  It discriminates against many, many Floridians, 
including the home-bound and military deployed abroad, 
who are excluded by design from participating in any 
such petition process," she added.  

STORIES OF HOPE 
The Everglades, 
Florida, USA, 
7/10/09 
     In Florida, cow-
boys are called 
crackers and cattle 
ranching is big 
business. It repre-

sents almost a half billion dollars in annual sales. For 
hundreds of years there was always enough land for both 
wildlife and cattle. But in recent years they have been 
competing for the same land and the same water.  
Not so on the Williamson ranch. Located less than 15 
miles from Lake Okeechobee, its eight thousand acres are 
among the most productive and lush pieces of land in 
south Florida. Sonny Williamson considers himself a 
good steward of the land. He knows that something must 
be done to restore the everglades dwindling wildlife habi-
tat. 
     Our connection with nature is extremely important I 
believe; and I don’t know what happens to the human 
being when he is completely urbanized. But I don’t really 
want to be around when that happens. Sonny Williamson  
     What Sonny Williamson and some of his neighbors 
are doing is not channeling their tainted agricultural run-
off back into the lake, but rather holding it on the land 
and turning unused portions of their property into wet-
land sanctuaries.  
     Only after the ecosystem naturally filters out the 
chemical residue is 
the water allowed to 
return to Lake 
Okeechobee. And 
in the process new 
wetland habitats 
have been created 
— habitats that are 
essential for the preservation of wildlife species in the 
Everglades. It’s a program that is both good for the envi-
ronment and economically sustainable for the ranchers. 
     Clearly the greatest challenge for South Florida is try-
ing to find the right balance between rapid urbanization 
and the need to save the Everglades.  
     Wes Williamson: “Oh, I think without question, as 
far as environmentally, these ranches are a lot better 
for the environment than, as daddy calls it, the final 
crop, and that's development and housing. I mean, 
that's unfortunate, because whenever it goes to devel-
opment and housing, it's not ever going to come back. 
It's gone.” 
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SIERRA STATE UPDATE 
     The Sierra Club Florida Phosphate Issue Committee 
has been created. Members are: Ancient Islands - Andy 
Quinn; Greater Charlotte Harbor - Percy Angelo; 
Tampa Bay - Beverly Griffiths; Manatee-Sarasota - 
Linda Jones; Member-at-Large - Cris Costello; Liaison 
to Steering Committee - Marian Ryan; Legal liaison to 
Phosphate Committee - Eric Huber. Committee training 
will take place in August. 
     The Sierra Club Florida Growth Management Com-
mittee has been formed with volunteers from around 
the state. With all the bad bills the legislature passed 
this year, they have their work cut out for them. Mem-
ber are: Robert Weintraub (Fernandina Beach), Lucy 
Trimarco (St. Petersburg), Sandra Ripberger 
(Bradenton), Vicki Desormier (Sanford), Harold 
Greene (Miami). They will attend committee training in 
August. 
     The minutes of the Sierra Club Florida training 
meeting at Eckerd College in June have been posted on 
our clubhouse website. This meeting included training 
for the Marine, Energy and Waste Minimization Com-
mittees.  
     To view those minutes and the minutes of other Si-
erra Club Florida meetings, go to http://
clubhouse.sierraclub.org/fl/. The Clubhouse username 
and password system apply.  For assistance contact Ron 
Haines ronaldhaines@bellsouth.net.  
     For more information about Sierra Club Florida 
committees and lots of other stuff, go to the Sierra Club 
Florida website.  It is updated regularly. http://
florida.sierraclub.org/ 

WATER DISTRICT MANAGEMENT 
SHAKEUP COMING?  
ecovoiceadvocate@comcast.net  
Jul 16, 2009, Bob King  
http://blogs.palmbeachpost.com/
seeinggreen/2009/07/14/water-district-management-
shakeup-coming/  
 
Is South Florida’s biggest and most powerful environ-
mental agency — sometimes criticized as top-heavy 
with senior managers — about to reshuffle its upper-
level staff?  
 
Carol Wehle, executive director of the South Florida 
Water Management District Looks like it, based on an e
-mail that Carol Wehle , executive director of the South 
Florida Water Management District , sent to her staff 
Friday. That could have a lot of implications for the 
1,800-employee district’s most high-profile projects, 
especially its role in leading Florida’s share of the mul-
tibillion-dollar Everglades restoration.  
 

Wehle’s e-mail outlines a significant reorganization ef-
fective Oct. 8, including bunching its 11 “programs” into 
four, while also paring its five “resource areas” to four.  
 
Comparing the proposed list to the district’s current 
structure, the district would accomplish this by taking its 
most prominent area of responsibility, the Everglades, 
and combining it with much of a separate area dealing 
with “water resources.” Meanwhile, water regulations 
(permits and the like) would be peeled off from the other 
water programs and lumped into the lobbying/public af-
fairs area.  
 
What’s unknown is what this will mean for the district’s 
five deputy executive directors, especially those now 
overseeing Everglades restoration (Ken Ammon ), water 
resources ( Chip Merriam ) and government/public affairs 
( Deena Reppen ).  
 
The Post has been asking district offi-
cials today to 
clarify what these 
plans mean, but 
so far we haven’t 
gotten any an-
swers.  
 
But in the e-mail, 
Wehle assures her employees: “Let me assure you that 
this is not a reduction in workforce. It’s an opportunity to 
refine our operations; every one of our employees has an 
important role to play and everyone has a seat on the 
bus.”  

Forest Service Must Reinstate Tougher 
Guidelines 
By Peter Fimrite // July 1, 2009, San Francisco Chroni-
cle 
     A federal judge in San Francisco Tuesday struck 
down national forest management rules devised by the 
Bush administration that environmentalists had de-
nounced as a thinly veiled sop for timber companies. 
U.S. District Court Judge Claudia Wilkin ruled in favor 
of a group of 14 environmental organizations that sued 
the U.S. Forest Service for essentially relaxing regula-
tions in violation of the National Environmental Policy 
Act and Endangered Species Act. 
     The decision means the Forest Service will have to 
reinstate rules protecting fish and wildlife and limiting 
logging in 150 national forests and 20 national grasslands 
covering 192 million acres.  "It is a great victory for na-
tional forests," said Marc Fink, a lawyer for the Center 
for Biological Diversity, which was one of the plaintiffs. 
"We're hoping today's ruling is the final nail in the coffin 
for the Bush forest policies and that we can move for-

ME TOO? 
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Coming Soon! Estero Bay Watershed Public Symposium 
What:  Free symposium on Estero Bay and its watershed 
When:  September 27-28, 2009 
Where:  Field Trips at various locations on Sunday, September 27; presentations at FGCU on Mon-
day, September 28 
The health of Estero Bay and its watershed will be the focus of a 2-day event on September 27-28, 2009.  The public 
is welcome to participate in informative and fun field trips on Sunday, September 27 at various locations.  On Mon-
day, September 28, join us for this summary of the conditions in central Lee County.  Topics presented will include 
land use and transportation, issues in the south Density Reduction/Groundwater Recharge (DR/GR) area, water qual-
ity, bird rookery surveys, fish surveys and aquatic exotics, FGCU projects and outreach in the watershed, and climate 
change.  A poster session will highlight current research.  Amy Bennett Williams, editor of Tropicalia, a publication 
of the Ft. Myers News-Press, will share her observations during a lunch of foods representative of southwest Florida. 
Following the conference, a fund-raising dinner will feature author and journalist Craig Pittman, whose recent book, 
Paving Paradise: Florida's Vanishing Wetlands and the Failure of No Net Loss, highlights many environmental is-
sues of concern in southwest Florida.  Proceeds from the dinner will fund conservation land acquisition in the Estero 
Bay watershed. 
Sponsors of the two-day event are the Charlotte Harbor National Estuary Program, Florida Gulf Coast University, the 
Responsible Growth Management Coalition, the Estero Bay Agency on Bay Management and the Southwest Florida 
Regional Planning Council. 
Registration will be open soon, so check the conference website at http://itech.fgcu.edu/faculty/ndemers/
EsteroWatershedSymp09/index.htm for field trip details, the conference agenda, dinner information and registration 
for all events or call: Whitney Gray, Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council 239-338-2550 ext 241. 
Also, there will be an ART EXHIBIT supporting the Estero Bay Watershed Land Acquisition Fundraiser Sept 
22 to Oct 1 at the ARTS LAB at FGCU. 

All participants are required to sign a liability waiver on Sierra Club outings. (www.sierraclub.org/outings/national/
participantforms/waiver.asp) 
Oct. 10, Sat. 9 a.m. Kayak Coon Key. Kayak from the Goodland Bridge to Coon Key with a certified Florida Master 
Naturalist. Bring your own boat or contact a local outfitter to have a kayak delivered to the launch site. Pack a light lunch 
and water. The trip is open to kayakers of all skill levels, but the trip requires some exertion based on tides and wind. 
You must be able to make a wet entry and exit. Trip distance depends on the number of participants, conditions and the 
group’s skill level. Per Sierra Club policy, every must wear lifejacket. Limited to 10 participants. Call outing leader Vic-
tor at 239-438-5286 for details. 
Oct. 18, Sun. 9 a.m. CREW Cypress Dome Hike. A CREW biologist will introduce us to the two new Cypress Dome 
Trails (1.5 miles each).  Those that would like to cover more distance can explore additional trails at the main CREW 
trailhead up the road.    Their website describes the trail system as containing: “ lush ferns, pine flatwoods, abundant 
wildflowers, hardwood hammocks, an expansive marsh, and seasonal ponds. It's home to some of Florida's most amaz-
ing creatures! Wildlife "detectives" may discover tracks of the Florida panther, black bear, deer, bobcat, and many 
more.”  Sign up with Brigita at bbgahr@embarqmail.comor call 239-337-1857. 
Nov. 7, Sat. 1-4 p.m. Shark Valley Bike Ride. Sue and Brigita are leading a moderately-paced 15-mile bike ride in 
Shark Valley (located in the Everglades)  Shark Valley is 25 miles West of the Florida Turnpike and about 70 miles east 
of Naples. The terrain is flat and grassy and participants should expect to see a good deal of alligators and probably other 
wildlife as well. Eat lunch before and bring snacks. If you do not bring your own bike, the National Park Service rents 
bikes for $7.00 an hour and helmets are provided. Those needing to rent bikes must be at the park by 12:30 to complete 
the necessary paperwork and Sue will be available to assist with the rental process (Sue will also rent a bike herself!). All 
rental bikes must be returned no later than 4:00 PM.  Interested participants should email Sue at susiesstuff@mac.com or 
call her at (239) 595-1873 and leave a voicemail. 
Dec. 5, Sat. 9 a.m. Kayak Isles of Capri (Marco Island area) Explore the backwaters off Isles of Capri in a kayak with a 
certified Florida Master Naturalist. Bring your own or rent one from the local outfitter. We'll paddle into Johnson Bay 
and head north until we agree to turn around and head back to Sea Oat Island or another nearby stop for lunch. Chances 
are we'll see ospreys, manatees, dolphins and other wildlife as we take a leisurely paddle. We'll then return to the Capri 
Fish House to relax and go our separate ways. The trip is open to kayakers of all skill levels. However, you must be able 
to make a wet entry and exit. Per Sierra Club policy, every must wear lifejacket. Limited to 10 participants. Call outing 
leader Victor at 239-438-5286 for details and trip packet. 

Sierra Club Calusa Group Autumn, 2009 Outings 
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Lee County Seeks to Push Fu-
ture Commercial Establishments on Pine 

Island into Rural Areas  

By Phil Buchanan, July 23 

At a Local Planning Agency meeting on July 27, 
the Lee County Planning Staff presented a proposal that 
would change the Pine Island Plan to allow rezonings for 
nearly unlimited commercial construction in the rural 
areas of Pine Island. The only proposed condition would 
be that buildings and parking lots (impervious surfaces) 
in the rural areas total not more than two acres each and 
the buildings themselves could not exceed 5,000 feet 
without an approved “deviation.”  Speculators, large 
landowners, developers, and their attorneys and represen-
tatives attended the meeting in force and were exuberant 
in their enthusiasm for the proposal. The President of the 
Bokeelia Civic Association stated that his organization 
also strongly supported the proposal. Only the Greater 
Pine Island Civic Association was there to defend the 
existing Pine Island Plan. 

The effect of the county proposal would be to 
open up the rural areas along Stringfellow Road to what 
the proposal calls “day to day commercial needs” --
language that is clearly wide enough to cover everything 
from gas stations to fast foods joints to pawn shops to 
tattoo parlors, or anything else the developers can argue 
would serve the “needs” of the residents of Pine Island. 
The commercial portion of the Pine Island Plan would be 
gutted and Stringfellow Road would eventually turn into 
a smaller version of Route 41. Developers like the pro-
posal because it emphasizes short-term profits and ne-
gates long term planning.  

The Pine Island Plan currently strives to 
“Promote and preserve the rural character of Pine Is-
land.”  Under the current plan, commercial facilities are 
to be built at Pine Island Center (our designated “Urban 
Center”) and in the villages of St James City, Bokeelia, 
Matlacha and Pineland (our designated “urban areas”) 
The county proposal turns all that on its head by specify-
ing the rural areas (not the urban areas) of Pine Island as 
the intended location of new commercial facilities on 
Pine Island. The proposal will in the short term increase 
property values in rural areas (where the speculators own 
properties), and it will decrease property values in urban 
areas (where Pine Island businessmen own properties). In 
the long term, the proposal will decrease property values 
throughout Pine Island, and irreversibly damage our 
growing tourist industry as well as our environment and 
quality of life.    

The county staff insisted that their timetable re-
quires that this matter be voted on not later than August,  

and the LPA thus voted to extend review of this 
proposal for only one month. All Pine Island residents 
should immediately contact their county commissioners 
and insist that this matter not go forward without an op-
portunity for Pine Island residents to be heard--hopefully 
at a hearing held on Pine Island. You should also insist 
that the hearing be delayed until at least November, when 
many of the residents return to the island. Addresses for 
the commissioners can be found at GPICA.org. You 
might also want to call the county staff officers that pre-
sented this proposal, which are Paul O’Connor and Matt 

GOVERNOR CHRIST GOES BAD 
www.news--journalonline.com/NewsJournalOnline/
Opinion/Ediorials/opnOPN04070609.htm 
 
Editorial, July 06, 2009 
 
Blocking sunshine on Florida water 
In one swoopy signature, Gov. Charlie Crist muddied his 
environmental and open-government credentials last 
Tuesday by signing a bill that endangers Florida's fragile 
water supply and shuts the public out of crucial growth-
management decisions. 
 
Crist can't claim ignorance. His office received 4,243 e-
mails and letters asking for a veto, and only 70 in support 
of the legislation. And he hinted at a veto for weeks, say-
ing he was "troubled" by provisions that will lead to cru-
cial water-supply decisions being made by executive di-
rectors of water- 
management boards, rather than the districts' appointed 
governing boards. 
 
Under the new law, executive directors will have sole 
authority to negotiate and issue consumptive-use permits, 
which allocate water usage, and environmental resource 
permits, which allow destruction of wetlands and pollu-
tion of water bodies. The legislation gives the public no 
recourse to appeal decisions -- but allows developers to 
contest denials. That tilts the balance even further toward 
irresponsible decisions that strain Florida's natural re-
sources. 
 
The governor attempted a weak compromise, asking dis-
trict governing boards to continue putting the permits on 
their agendas to allow for public comment. But the law 
specifically prohibits governing boards from "interfering" 
in permitting decisions. So hearings will be little more 
than lip service -- and Kirby Green, executive director of 
the St. Johns River Water Management District (which 
covers Volusia and Flagler counties) is playing coy on 
whether he will comply -- telling a reporter he's 
"determining how to most effectively address the gover-
nor's request" for public hearings. 
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Fisheating Creek Under Threat AGAIN 
 

“EAGLE NATIONAL SECURITY TRAINING CENTER” 
Aka. SCHOOL OF THE AMERICAS  Florida Style 

COMING TO FISHEATING CREEK WATERSHED 

 
    It will cover 77OO acres including a six thousand foot runway and a LIVE FIRE area  (shades of AVON PARK, 
now, not only closed but inaccessible to the public (that’s us) because of dangerous buried and unburied munitions and 
or chemicals left by military use. 
    Just last week Highlands County commissioners changed the land use designation from Agriculture to Agriculture-
Training Center, a new land use designation, Southern Farms, just north of the Glades County line is the area chosen. 
The site is located within the Fisheating Creek watershed that includes both Gannet Slough on the South and John Henry 
Slough on the east (the only sources of water for the creek). The water for this, the second largest source of water to 
Lake Okeechobee is only supplemented by occasional rainfall.  This water will flow to the lake and then to the Ever-
glades (as well as to the Caloosahatchee, Sanibel and the Loxahatchee.   
    The panthers, bears, and any other wildlife will just have to get used to the constant jets overhead with touch and go 
landings and the phosphorus etc. The swallow tailed kites and caracaras will just have to learn to stay low enough to 
avoid the planes.  It’s too bad about all those astronomer folks who retired to Venus to take advantage of the dark skies 
(famous as the darkest in the state after the Fakahatchee).  
    Oh, never mind... There is a Fish and Wildlife report stating that this is outside the area where there are panthers or 
bears! 
Quote: This is outside the panther focus area and does not contain any listed species. Feb 13, 2009 So. Region Office 
FWCC 
 
There will be  
1) Up to 100,000 square feet of classroom and administrative facilities 
2) Up to 950,000 square fee of lodging and 25 single family houses and 100 multifamily residences, 
3) 380 acre site for a 16,000 foot driving track, skid pad and runway 
4) A 300 acre firing range with supporting infra structure and other unspecified uses. 
5) A 1300 sq foot gate house with other unspecified uses 
6) 80 acres for potable water and waste water treatment plant (More sewage for Fisheating Creek) 
   The installation will include housing for 1000 +or- “students”. The students will include not only our military  and 
those studying to be security guards and those dealing with” potential” terrorism, but students who are foreign nation-
als. 
   It sounds like the School of the Americas located in Ft. Benning, Ga. (the target of thousands of demonstrators for 
many years every November).  Now at least we won’t have to travel so far to demonstrate for peace, Is that a good 
thing? 
   Negotiations have been going on for some time between Highlands County and representatives of the EAGLE SECU-
RITY PROJECT. 
   The man heading this up is Seth Ellis.  As reported by the Highlands Today, he is the CEO of Digital Infared Imaging 
Inc.  His successful business career is a result of his extreme versatility and his ability to say “why not?” HE EXPECTS 
TO BRING OVER 250 HIGH PAYING JOBS TO Highlands County. Hmmm,   Wonder how many weapons experts 
live in the area or flight engineers or maybe ex --- Blackwater explosive demolition teachers, or teachers of non-torture 
methods of extracting information?  Or maybe the job holders will be imported as well. 
   Interestingly the lawyer representing the land owner, Southern Farms, of the Eagle Security project is Bert Harris.  If 
my memory doesn’t fail me his dad represented Lykes in the original 10 year legal battle waged to save Fisheating 
Creek.  And we thought we won!!!!! 
     The Highland County PLANNING AND ZONING Board voted August 11, to suggest approval of the Eagle Training 
Center. Their suggestion will be voted on by the County Commission at a public meeting, Sept 15, 9am. 
     There is also a Highlands County Board of County Commissioners meeting which people are encouraged to attend. 
The Eagle Land Use agenda item may be moved to the October 6 meeting.  The meetings start at 9:00 AM at Highlands 
County Government Center, 501 South Commerce, Sebring, FL (in Downtown Sebring). 
 
Ellen Peterson, president Save Our Creeks 
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Chemicals Used in Lake O this Week  
Released into 

Caloosahatchee 
Karen Kamener, Aug.4    
Coservation co-chair 
  
Hi All, 
 I was just wondering what anyone thought of the this 
info. I was out at lake Okeechobee this past weekend and 
saw this sign down below on the bank of the lake around 
the Bell Glade/ Pahokee area. Attached is an analysis of 
the chemicals. They are also releasing water from the 
lake according to the Sanibel-Captiva Conservation 
Foundation. 
 
With the recent rise in Lake Okeechobee levels, the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers began four days of releases to 
the Caloosahatchee and St. Lucie estuaries on July 23, 
followed by eight days of pulse releases that began on 
July 27. 
 
As usual when I write these emails I google and google. 
Well I just found the additional attached PDF after I 
found that 2,4-D was one of the two chemicals used in 
Agent Orange. Read the attached and let me know what 
you think. I would like to know how much 2,4-D they are 
putting into the lake, how often, and for how many years 
and..how much was contaminated with what kind of Di-
oxin. Don't think I will get an answer though.   
 
From the attached: 
 2,4-D is one of the most widely used herbicides in the 
world. It is commonly used on rangeland and pasture, in 
the production of wheat, and on home lawns.  Symptoms 
of 2,4-D poisoning in exposed people include irritation 
and inflammation of eyes and skin, hives, nausea, vomit-
ing, throat irritation, headache, dizziness, coughing, and 
difficulty breathing. 
 
 In laboratory animals, human cells, and exposed people 
2,4-D caused genetic damage. Scientists have also dem-
onstrated that 2,4-D affects hormones in exposed people 
and laboratory 
animals. Three recent laboratory studies indicate that 2,4-
D has the ability to reduce the effectiveness of the im-
mune system. 
 
2,4-D (and the entire family of phenoxy herbicides) is 
classified as possibly carcinogenic by the International 
Agency for Research on Cancer. Studies of exposed 
farmers support this classification. New studies indicate 
that 2,4-D reduces fertility in several ways. 2,4-D expo-
sure is associated with low sperm counts.  2,4-D also 
damaged sperm and male sex organs in laboratory stud-
ies. When low doses of a commercial 2,4-D herbicide  

were fed to pregnant laboratory animals, average litter 
size was reduced by about 20 percent. 
 
According to the most recent data collected by the U.S. 
Environmental Protection 
Agency, some 2,4-D is con-
taminated with 2,3,7,8-TCDD, 
a potent dioxin. Monitoring 
by the U.S. Geological Survey 
showed that 2,4-D is fre-
quently found in rivers and 
streams. It is also often meas-
ured in air samples. 
 
2,4-D use on lawns is linked with an increased risk of 
cancer in dogs. 2,4-D causes genetic damage in plants in 
amounts too small to cause visible damage to the plants. 

Lee County Seeks to Push Fu-
ture Commercial Establishments on Pine 
Island into Rural Areas By Phil Buchanan, July 

23 

At a Local Planning Agency meeting on July 27, 
the Lee County Planning Staff presented a proposal that 
would change the Pine Island Plan to allow rezonings for 
nearly unlimited commercial construction in the rural 
areas of Pine Island. The only proposed condition would 
be that buildings and parking lots (impervious surfaces) 
in the rural areas total not more than two acres each and 
the buildings themselves could not exceed 5,000 feet 
without an approved “deviation.”  Speculators, large 
landowners, developers, and their attorneys and represen-
tatives attended the meeting in force and were exuberant 
in their enthusiasm for the proposal. The President of the 
Bokeelia Civic Association stated that his organization 
also strongly supported the proposal. Only the Greater 
Pine Island Civic Association was there to defend the 
existing Pine Island Plan. 

The effect of the county proposal would be to 
open up the rural areas along Stringfellow Road to what 
the proposal calls “day to day commercial needs” --
language that is clearly wide enough to cover everything 
from gas stations to fast foods joints to pawn shops to 
tattoo parlors, or anything else the developers can argue 
would serve the “needs” of the residents of Pine Island. 
The commercial portion of the Pine Island Plan would be 
gutted and Stringfellow Road would eventually turn into 
a smaller version of Route 41. Developers like the pro-
posal because it emphasizes short-term profits and ne-
gates long term planning.  

The Pine Island Plan currently strives to 
“Promote and preserve the rural character of Pine Is-
land.”  Under the current plan, commercial facilities are  
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to be built at Pine Island Center (our designated 
“Urban Center”) and in the villages of St James City, 
Bokeelia, Matlacha and Pineland (our designated “urban 
areas”).  

The county proposal turns all that on its head by 
specifying the rural areas (not the urban areas) of Pine 
Island as the intended location of new commercial facili-
ties on Pine Island. The proposal will in the short term 
increase property values in rural areas (where the specu-
lators own properties), and it will decrease property val-
ues in urban areas (where Pine Island businessmen own 
properties). In the long term, the proposal will decrease 
property values throughout Pine Island, and irreversibly 
damage our growing tourist industry as well as our envi-
ronment and quality of life.   

The county staff insisted that their timetable re-
quires that this matter be voted on not later than August, 
and the LPA thus voted to extend review of this proposal 
for only one month. All Pine Island residents should im-
mediately contact their county commissioners and insist 
that this matter not go forward without an opportunity for 
Pine Island residents to be heard--hopefully at a hearing 
held on Pine Island. You should also insist that the hear-
ing be delayed until at least November, when many of 
the residents return to the island. Addresses for the com-
missioners can be found at GPICA.org. You might also 
want to call the county staff officers that presented this 
proposal, which are Paul O’Connor and Matt Noble on 
533-8900. Tell them the Pine Island rural areas should 
stay rural, and that commercial construction in the rural 
areas should continue to be limited to farm and rural-
related enterprises. 
NRDC: S. Florida Beaches Barely Get 
Passing Grade 
Jul 29, 2009 
Florida Beaches Rank Ninth In The Nation Overall 
MIAMI (CBS News) �   
 
When it comes to water quality, South Florida beaches 
are barely getting a passing grade. So says an environ-
mental group in its annual survey of the nation's beaches.  
 
The National Resources Defense Council says that Flor-
ida beaches rank ninth in the nation overall, and that they 
are no cleaner or dirtier than they were last year.  How-

ever, in its first five-star 
rating of the nation's top 
200 beaches, South Beach 
only earned a two star rat-
ing. No beaches in Broward 
made the list.  
 
The surveys were based on 
data collected from the  

state. A spokesman says it shows that Florida beaches 
must do a better job of keeping bacteria and other pollut-
ants out of the water. The survey collected data from six 
thousand beaches nationwide.  On a nationwide level, the 
report shows a 10 percent decrease in closing or advisory 
days last year compared to 2007, but indicates pollution 
remains serious. 

OFF SHORE DRILLING 
Oceana, 6/26/0009 

In a disappointing 
move, the U.S. Sen-
ate Energy and 
Natural Resources 
Committee gave its 
blessing for offshore 
drilling in Florida 
last week, poten-
tially opening Flor-
ida’s coasts to oil 

and gas development.  
     This is a major reversal that reneges on the Gulf of 
Mexico Energy Security Act of 2006, which offered the 
oil and gas industry rights to 8.2 million acres in the east-
ern Gulf in exchange for the protection of coastal eastern 
Gulf waters. It also precluded drilling in the remainder of 
the Gulf Coast and the Florida Panhandle from 125 to 
150 miles from shore. 
     This agreement was supposed to remain in place until 
2022, but would be undone if this bill becomes law. 
You should expect to hear the argument, again, that we 
need offshore drilling to keep gas prices down – that the 
state of the economy requires it. I wonder, then, how 
drilling hawks will respond if a spill devastates Florida’s 
beaches or reefs. According to a federal study, tourism 
contributes $40 billion to Florida’s economy each year 
and supports half a million jobs. 
     The U.S. Energy Information Agency has predicted 
that offshore drilling, even at peak production, will save 
consumers just pennies at the gas pump. And that’s as-
suming the gas even gets sold to Americans rather than 
China, India or any of the other increasingly energy-
hungry countries in the world. Not to mention that it will 
take years for peak production to be realized and for any 
economic changes to be felt. 
     To open Florida’s shores to drilling sets us up to ac-
cept all the risks of oil and gas development without any 
of the promised benefits. Lower gas prices and energy 
security from offshore drilling are mirages at a time when 
fossil fuels are increasingly outdated – and with this news 
from Florida, your favorite beach could be the next one 
threatened by offshore drilling. You can bet Oceana will 
continue to fight to protect our beaches and marine eco-
systems from offshore drilling.  
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FISH & WILDLIFE SERVICE IN FLOR-
IDA: PORTRAIT OF A FAILED AGENCY  
Obama Pick Piecemeals Florida Panther and Other 
Endangered Species to Extinction 
PEER, Kristen Stade, July 9, 2009     
     Washington, DC - Sam Hamilton, the man tapped to 
run the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, presided over ram-
pant destruction of open space vital to Florida's fragile 
and fraying web of  wildlife,  according to documents 
posted today by Public Employees for Environmental 
Responsibility (PEER).  In order to justify his agency's 
approvals of waves of development, Hamilton enabled 
FWS managers to skew science, terrorize scientists and 
drive out whistleblowers. 
     A compelling summary of Hamilton's record over the 
past dozen years as FWS Southeast Regional Director 
was compiled by the Council of Civic Associations, Inc. 
(CCA), a not-for-profit network of more than 70 civic 
groups in South Florida.  CCA delivered its report to top 
Interior officials on May 26, 2009, less than two weeks 
before the White House announcement on choosing 
Hamilton. 
     The CCA report touches on many subjects and species 
but its summary of FWS actions compounding the major 
threat to the acutely endangered Florida panther - habitat 
loss - is especially revealing: 
Despite the loss of more than 3 million acres of panther 
habitat  to development during the past 15 years, FWS 
has yet to designate a single acre of critical habitat to pro-
tect the panther from further intrusions;  
     In December, 2007, at the request of developers, FWS 
shrank the panther consultation area by nearly 900,000 
acres, an area roughly the size of Rhode Island, meaning 
that the agency would not even need to review new con-
struction in this large zone.  Then in 2008, FWS con-
cluded that there was not enough habitat remaining to 
allow the panther to recover in Florida; and  
     FWS is now encouraging a new developer-financed 
"Panther Protection" plan to develop another 45,000 acres 
of panther habitat in Collier County alone.  
One result of this sprawl is that scores of panther are be-
ing run over by vehicle traffic on roads penetrating 
deeper into panther country.  In 2009, partial numbers 
show five of the six panthers were killed by cars. 
     "In Florida the Fish & Wildlife Service has abetted a 
developer orgy at the expense of the wildlife it was sup-
posed to shield," stated PEER Executive Director Jeff 
Ruch.  "Under Hamilton, the Service's motto is 'Even 
More'." 
     PEER surveys of FWS scientists in Hamilton's region 
reflect high levels of distrust and uncertainty about 
whether honest reporting of biological findings will be 
tolerated.  In addition, PEER represented a key FWS pan-
ther biologist who in 2005 successfully showed that the 
agency had engaged systematic scientific fraud to justify  

its approvals of mega-construction projects as having no 
negative impact on the panther. 
     "Florida has become a horror show for wildlife biolo-
gists," Ruch added.  "After the very difficult Bush years, 
we had hoped for a director to turn this embattled agency 
around rather than leave it on autopilot." 
     So far in 2009 eight panthers have been killed. 
Naples Daily News,  Eric Staats , August 5, 2009  

 
UCFP120, Killed by Gunshot Wound Courtesy FWC  
Criminal Act Against a Florida Panther Being Investigated  

 
In early 
June, infor-
mation was 
released on 
the shoot-
ing death 
of a two-
year-old 
female 
Florida 
panther, 
whose car-

cass was discovered April 21, 2009. The news was de-
layed because the incident was and still is under investi-
gation. The panther UCFP120 was found near the Hendry 
Correctional Institute on private property bordering the 
Big Cypress National Preserve, in Hendry County, Flor-
ida. 
 
She was believed to have been shot within a week prior 
to the discovery of her remains. U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS) special agents and Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) investigators 
are jointly investigating the case. A reward of up to 
$16,200 is being offered by a diverse group of organiza-
tions for information that leads to an arrest and/or a con-
viction in the shooting death of this Florida panther. For 
more information see: http://myfwc.com/
NEWSROOM/09/south/
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Lee County Joins Lawsuit Against New 
Growth-management Law 
By Bill Cotterell • news-press.com Tallahassee bureau • 
July 8, 2009  
 
TALLAHASSEE — Lee County and a coalition of cities 
filed suit today against a new growth-management law 
they say unconstitutionally swept away local authority 
and imposed new mandates on local governments. 
     "Despite strong and vocal disapproval from numerous 
Florida cities and counties, the Legislature passed and the 
governor signed this bill, essentially dismantling 30 years 
of growth management and now allowing relatively unre-
stricted growth without concern for taxpayer issues," said 
John Flint, city manager of Weston in Broward County. 
     The suit was filed in Leon County Circuit court by 
Lee County and the cities of Weston, Deerfield Beach, 
Miami Gardens, Fruitland Park, Parkland, and the town 
of Cutler Bay and village of Key Biscayne. Plaintiffs ex-
pect other local governments to join in the case in a few 
weeks. 
     Attorney Jamie Cole said the new law, SB 360, made 
major changes in growth-management laws in the final 
hour of the 2009 legislative session. The local govern-
ments said the law violated two sections of the state Con-
stitution — one requiring that every law embrace only 
one subject, and the other forbidding the Legislature to 
impose unfunded mandates on local governments without 
following prescribed procedures. 
     Gov. Charlie Crist signed the act June 1. The local 
governments challenging it said the statute shifted growth
-management burdens from developers and put them on 
city and county taxpayers. 

THE FUELING STATION 
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Gulf of Mexico oil spill tops 58,000 gallons as debate 

continues on expanding offshore drilling 

An underwater pipeline 
leaked more than 
58,000 gallons of crude 
oil into the Gulf of 
Mexico on Saturday, 
the New Orleans Times
-Picayune is reporting. 
The spill, which oc-
curred about 30 miles 
off the Louisiana coast, 
has now spread to 
cover 80 square miles -
- up from just 28 
square miles on Mon-
day. The cause is still 
under investigation. 

The spill "was among the largest in recent years in U.S. 
waters," Reuters reports.The spill from Shell Oil's pipe-
line may not reach land, but its effects are rippling 
through Florida. Opponents of expanding drilling in the 
gulf spread the story as yet another reason to keep the 
eastern gulf clear of offshore rigs (and the pipelines that 
would bring the oil onshore). 

Legislation was introduced this week by Sens. Lisa 
Murkowski, R-Alaska, and Mary Landrieu, D-La., that 
would bring oil drilling to within 45 miles of the coast 
Gov. Charlie Crist, who flip-flopped on offshore drilling 
during last year's presidential race, dodged questions 
Tuesday about whether he would support this latest bill. 

"I've always said it needs to be far enough, clean enough 
and safe enough to protect Florida's beautiful beaches,'' 
Crist said.”I also am cognizant of the fact that it sure 
would be nice to be energy independent. That's a growing 
concern of an awful lot of people including myself."  

However, state legislators told the Bradenton Herald that 
they don't think offshore drilling will solve that problem. 
"“I don’t believe that we’ll ever drill our way to renew-
able energy,” state Sen. Mike Bennett, R-Bradenton, said. 
“Anything that we do in the Gulf of Mexico only delays 
the inevitable.” 

�
�
 

In fact, a study released last week by the Lawrence Liver-
more National Laboratory found that Americans used less 
energy last year,  and more of what they used came from 
renewable sources. "The nation used less coal and petro-
leum during the same time frame," the report found, "and 
only slightly increased its natural gas consumption." 

Does Anyone 

         Remember Us? 
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     Membership                            
Join today and receive a FREE Sierra Club Gift 

 
Name_____________________________________________ 
Address___________________________________________ 
City______________________________________________
State__________________     Zip_______________________ 
 
� Check enclosed, made payable to Sierra Club 
� Master Card � Visa � Am Ex 
Cardholder name ____________________________________ 
Card #_____________________________Exp.Date____/
____  

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES 
                                                 INDIVIDUAL                     JOINT 

INTRODUCTORY                    $25     
REGULAR   $39    �                          $47     
SUPPORTING                    $75    �                          $100   
CONTRIBUTING                    $150                         $175   
LIFE    $1000�                          $1250 
SENIOR                     $24      $32     
STUDENT                    $24                       $32     
LIMITED INCOME                    $24                         $32     
Enclose check and mail to Sierra Club 
P.O. Box 52968 Boulder CO 80322-2968  
Calusa Group 3303 
 

 WHO WE ARE 
ON THE WEB http://florida.sierraclub.org/calusa 

 
Ellen Peterson            Chair              239-992-5455          ecrone1@gmail  
Bobbie Lee Gruninger  Vice Chair & Special Events    239-495-5891                 bleegruninger@comcast.net 
Ed Parks    Co-Conservation Chair       239-989-4727        eeparks2@comcast.net                         
Karen Kamener  Co-Conservation  Chair  239-543-1435        shadowfaxfan@earthlink.net  
Don Ehat         Treasurer         239-947-8143        Don.ehat@gmail.com 
Connie Langmann        Publicity  & Website                     239-694-5513                GAEAKayaks@aol.com 
Loren Wieland         Newsletter & Membership                      239-267-1566                  Lorenlw@aol.com 
Brigita Gahr          Outings               239-337-1857           bbgahr@embarqmail.com 
Carl Veaux           Babcock Rep & Treasurer  239-549- 7265           cveaux@aol.com 
Rhonda Roff     Co-Energy Chair  863-983-4639          marshmaid@hughes.net  
Carter Quillen     Co-Energy Chair  423-737-5527               twowheelinguy@yhoo.com 
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COMING SOON IN YOUR NEXT 
NEWSLETTER  
 
You dear member, in your next newsletter, will find a 
ballot to mail in selecting new board members or con-
tinuing the old.  Do not miss this important election for 
“bold change” or not!  Feel free to offer suggestions of 
others you think should be on our Board of Directors. 
Even your self! 
Please contact Don at 239-947-8143 or Ellen at 239-992-
5455. 

SIERRA CLUB-CALUSA GROUP 
PO BOX 595 
ESTERO, FL 

33928 
WE’RE ON THE WEB VISIT US 

HTTP://FLORIDA.SIERRACLUB.ORG/CALUSA 

SPECIAL MEETINGS AND EVENTS  
October 24  
River fest, a mini earth day celebration, being held at the 
river front park in Bonita Springs to celebrate the beauti-
ful imperial river there will be vendors, food, kayak races 
and much more; The Sierra Club will be there too! 
 November 21 
Sierra Club’s annual picnic will be held at Koreshan State 
Park in the founder’s home area, from 11:00 am - 2:00 
pm lunch starts at 12:00 sharp this is a pot luck picnic so 
please bring a side dish and RSVP to the email ad-
dress below. We want to know what you are bringing 
and how many people are coming so we can plan accord-
ingly. Bobbie Lee Gruninger bleegrunger@comcast.net 
 December 3 
Annual pot luck dinner and round table discussion to be 
held at the Happehatchee center starts at 6:30 sharp 
please call 992-5455 for more information.  


