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SIERRA CLUB CALUSA GROUP SEEKS
TO PROTECT NESTING EAGLES

Your Sierra Group has decided to be the key Si€lt to
assist in legal action to protect a pair of Baldjlea and their
23 acre nesting habitat from surrounding developmeaving
only a 5 acre 330 foot radius buffer zone arourel aldest
known continually active nest tree in Florida (y&dars). Flor-
ida Sierra will also help with some financial amthnical in-
volvement.

This historic nest tree and its wild upland oldwgtio pine habi-
tat is located in a large (2,400 acre) Bonita Bayatiopment in
the City of Bonita Springs. The present nest buffene is the
last remaining wild upland habitat and last buildealand in

this maturing Bonita Bay community and is surrouhdsy

over 6,000 residential units of various types. Eixésting 23

acre protected zone with a 750’ no-activity resiitc and

1,000’ no-build zone would be changed to a 330bode zone

and would destroy 16 acres of rare old growth piakitat ( or
70% of the existing familiar nesting habitat foese eagles).
The USFWS Bald Eagle Management Guidelines statethis

size of development with the site characteristidsctv exist

here must be a minimum of 660’ from the nest tree.

This encroaching development would not only pldeesé ea-
gles at risk of abandoning the nest and the céytaihloss of
16 acres of their habitat, but would also set &gulent for any
developments in Florida for any type or size toreach on any
existing nest surrounding at 330'. The future risknesting
eagles and their habitat on private land would Beng term
threat to the eagle species in urban coastal areas.

Plaintiffs in this case are four individual resiteof Bonita
Bay led by Edgar Parks, a Sierra Calusa membertrenBnvi-
ronmental confederation of S.W.. Florida. City obrita
Springs and Bonita Bay Group (the developer) asrdints.

(Other environmental groups may join as plaintéfsthe case
progresses.) ( Sierra Club, Responsible Growth Igement
Coalition, and American Eagle Foundation, haveref sup-
port.)

Background of the Case:

After a year of planning , zoning, Eagle Techniéalvisory

Committee hearings and a Bonita Springs City Cduvieiet-

ing on June 25, 2007, in which Council voted 5 ttodeny
Bonita Bay Group’s (BBG's) plan, plus another yeBBG's

legal action to over-turn the City’s decision thgbuthe Florida
Department of Administrative Hearings we arrivedtst pre-
sent situation. During the DOAH process the Citgttorneys
failed to use available facts and expert witnessesunteract
BBG's impressive but inaccurate hearing presematand the
Administrative Judge recommended to the Governdr@abi-
net to over-turn City Council’s decision and thaylered the
City to allow the development to proceed.

The City had an opportunity to appeal the Cabindésision
but voted not to spend more of taxpayer's moneyfuwther
litigation. The City then complied with the Statedsder and
approved the BBG development plan in the eagle beffer
zone.

Bonita Bay people familiar with the site, familiaith the Bo-
nita Bay Eagles and the facts of this case and wie pre-
vented from a chance to testify in the DOAH “hegtigath-
ered with Council Member Martha Simons, RGMC anelri
Club leaders and decided to file a lawsuit in Gircourt to
prevent this unwise development from proceedinge Tom-
plaint was filed in Circuit Court on October 16,080

We have an excellent environmental attorney fronplés
Mimi Wolok, who has extensive and successful exqraeé
with this Circuit Court. We have photographs of site
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showing the quality of the habitat the magnificeast tree, the
occupied nest and the Eagle pair. We have diagoditie pro-
posed development superimposed on aerial viewsle@awings
showing flaws in BBG’s plans and the potential dgenéo the
site. We have as plaintiffs, residents directlyaadnt to the
buffer site who would be severely negatively impdctoy

BBG’s development plans. We have one of the topecag-

perts in the Country who agrees totally with ousipon and
the support of the American Eagle Foundation. Tieable

Federal Guidelines support our position and coittd8BG’s

and their “expert’s” claims that the eagles wilt be disturbed
by their proposed development. ----------------- -€Wdelieve that
we have the facts, the tools and the potential ivghdio win

this case for the eagles, their habitat and thelpeof Bonita
Springs and of Florida.

About $16,000 is in hand or pledged to fund thipamant
litigation.

WE NEED YOUR HELP WITH ADDITIONAL DONA-
TIONS FOR THIS CAUSE !

Please send checks (if you can afford it) as fatow
Payable to: Edgar E. Parks

In lower left corner indicate--- Eagle Fund/ Sie@alusa
Mail to: Edgar Parks

12344 Shady Oak Drive

South Lyon, MI 48178

Att: Eagle Fund

( Include your mailing and e-mail addresses foreigcpur-
poses.)

As a six month per year resident of Bonita Bay lorifla and a
Sierra Club member since 1991, | will be your repreative in
trying to do the right thing for eagles and uplaigke habitat.

Thank you for your consideration,

November 6, 2008 Ed Parks

SAVE US

FLORIDA HOMETOWN
DEMOCRACY (FHD)
REACHES THRESHOLDS
FOR CERTIFICATION TO
STATE BALLOT IN 2010;
CITIZEN GROUPS DE-
MAND STATE DIVISION OF ELEC-
TIONS COMPLY IMMEDIATELY
WITH STATE LAW

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION:

John Hedrick(850) 339-5462 odoyce Tar-
now (352) 498-2886

October 19, 2008

"Yesterday Florida Hometown Democracy (FHD) pastes
thresholds necessary to be qualified for the 2Gate dallot.
We congratulate Florida Hometown Democracy for ewinig
this amazing feat." said John Hedrick, who has liberSierra
Florida point person on FHD.

Tarnow added her congratulations and said thatD'Rill
bring much needed sanity to growth that has be¢rofbaon-
trol in the recent past and will spring totallylife again once
the economy recovers in the near future. With FHDPlace, it
will keep the developers from creating the econoaggain
through their reckless overbuilding."

"Everyone should now understand that the peopl&lofida
have achieved the right to have an "up or down "vote
FHD. No more attempts at delay or subterfuge caroter-
ated. The reason there has been such fierce ojgpotstplac-
ing FHD on the ballot is, I'm sure, that developtraedustry
polls indicate FHD will indeed achieve the 60% #ireld nec-
essary to become a constitutional amendment. " Tsaidow.

"This has been a tremendous effort, of which Fln&derra has
been glad to have been the largest environmenganazation
backing it, with many of its 30,000 members beimgoived in
some way or another and having invested approxignate
$200,000 between the state and its local groupsate this
come to fruition. We trust that our efforts, andgé of others
in the future, will continue to grow as we turn @itention to
the task of passing FHD in 2010." said Hedrick.

"The citizens of Florida can celebrate today's ag@shment
for democracy: now that the FHD Amendment has treca



ballot choice in 2010, the public can regain cantfogrowth
and development for the betterment of all Floridiamedrick
concluded.

The FHD Amendment (titled on the ballot as "REFEREN
REQUIRED FOR ADOPTION AND AMENDMENT OF LO-
CAL GOVERNMENT COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE
PLANS") will, if and when passed by the electoratequire
that every city and county government that waatgropose a
changes to their local, publicly approved ComprshenlLand
Use Plan first submit any proposed Plan changeketo/oters
in that community as the final step. This way tlodevs will

decide whether this change is beneficial for tl@immunity.

The FHD Amendment will cause fewer comprehensivan pl

amendments to be proposed and will require landeosvio
live within the development rights they were alrgaptanted
under the existing comprehensive plan. In this wey FHD
Amendment preserves and protects property rigistsyell as
the quality of life, for all the community's landoers."

It Sure Feels Good to be an Environmen-

talist this Morning

Frances Beinecke, President
Natural Resources Defense Council
11/5/08

Just the sight of people going to the polistgaday was a
welcome reminder that President Bush's unreleragsgult on
our natural heritage will soon come to an end. Arlat were-
n't uplifting enough, there is the stunning outcarhéhe voting
itself. An advocate for the environment, Barack @hawill be
the next president of the United States.

Talk about transformation!

But I can tell you this: Hundreds of NRDC atteys, scien-
tists and policy experts have worked night andfdagight
long years to stop the Bush-Cheney juggernaut feying
waste to our public lands, national forests, witdlefuges and
ocean ecosystems.

Barack Obama's election is a huge win for ygwee ex-
hausted from playing defense. Count us among therkin-
dles our hope that environmental protection mayelseored to
its rightful place as a treasured American value.

On the most important issues of the day mfiglobal
warming controls to clean energy solutions to wildss pres-
ervation -- President-elect Obama campaigned oalbehfar-
sighted policies that NRDC has championed for years

But hope alone will not turn those promisds ireality. It's

time to get to work.

For starters, our next president will takioefin the midst
of an economic cataclysm. He will be faced with nnmental
challenges and beset by powerful special makethatéhis
New Energy for America Plan goes right to the tbthe na-
tional agenda- along with its commitment to creating five
million clean energy jobs, putting a million hybigdrs on the
road, scaling up renewable energy, and cappingaglearm-
ing pollution.

America's economignd environmental salvation lies in that

high-tech, clean energy future.

Then comes the hard part: we'll have to mbeg [egisla-
tion through the new Congress, where the sameaildters --
Big Oil and Big Coal -- will be lying in wait. Thé&g not about
to surrender their stranglehold on our economyavittone
heck of a fight.

NRDC is building a new and unstoppable caatiti of
green groups, young people, mainstream religiogaroza-
tions, high-tech businesses, and labor -- thatnzge and win
this looming battle for a viable economy and abiieaplanet.

In the meantime, hundreds of NRDC staffers fedus on
reversing the terrible environmental damage thenBAgmini-
stration is leaving behind in its wake. We'll berking to re-
store protections for wild forests...safeguardsefodangered
species...prosecutions of air and water pollufene. list goes
on and on.

And that'eforewe feel the full brunt of new attacks that
we know are coming from the White House over thda 80
days. Because lest we forget: President Bush igomt yet.

His executive agencies are racing to carry outcpsithat
would trigger an invasion of chainsaws into theskkn rain-
forest...expose Greater Yellowstone's wolves tosrkdlng
yet again...and promote massive oil and gas exjora the
polar bear's Arctic habitat

CORCOVADO:
‘A DIAMOND IN THE ROUGH’

Considered the crown jewel of national parks amdolgical
reserves across Costa Rica, Corcovado is Costa’Ricalen
treasure. National Geographic has called Corcoatmnal
Park‘the most biologically intense place on EarthV/ith at
least 13 different vegetation types ranging fromnidme for-
est, Cloud forest, Jillilo forest (palm swamp), iBesforest,
Alluvial plains forest, Swamp forest, Freshwaterbaeeous
swamp, and Mangrove forest, Corcovados’ richneshvier-
sity is only superseded by its importance as abioal corri-
dor between North and South America.

This huge 42,469 — hectare park with 8 distinctita#ébhas
more than 400 species of birds, 116 amphibianggptiles,
139 mammals, and the largest concentration ofetcarhcaws
in Central America. However, problems have existdglun-
til1960, the park was undisturbed. Afterwards g#eclear-
cutting, poaching, and gold-mining, became widesgyeaus-
ing severe erosion in the rivers and streams. b 1the park
was established as a government-administered plihaugh
today illegal clear-cutting and gold-mining has beeduced,
poaching not. The victim of current poaching, taguhr and



White-lipped peccary populations have been drdbtioa
duced by 85% in the last 5 years. Moreover, the¢ipagal
clear-cuts have been concentrated on the lowlanuictl for-
est, where the richest biodiversity exists. Todelyat is left is
too small to support the original natural biodivrs
Reinvigorated efforts have begun again to reestabihese
areas with regeneration programs and anti-poacling en-
forcement. Cousins of the Jaguar like the Ocelogrgdy,
Jaguarundi, and Puma have been luckier. Their dtatdis been
less affected by these impacts. So too have beed tirimate
populations: Geoffrey's Spider Monkey, Central Aicem
Squirrel Monkey, White-faced Capuchin, and the Neht
Howler. MoreoverCorcovado is only one of two places in the
country that has Squirrel Monkeys and the only paik the
country that harbors all 4 primates.

Other species like the Three-toed Sloth, Northeamandua,
Silky and Giant Anteater are common sights as a&lthe Red
-eyed tree frog, Glass frog, and the Enamel-brigbison-
arrow frog. Moreover, Baird's Tapir and the Haragle can
only be found in this area within Costa Rica. Otheimals
include herbivores such as the Red Brocket, AgolLgiyra,
Kinkajou, and the crab-eating skunk

Whether hiking through the wet and muddy trails dfer
green and emerald forests during rainy season oekking
through her hot and humid canopy during dry seaso@psta
Rica is_gorgeous to visit at all times of the yealowever be-
cause Corcovado is a rain forest, the best timasibare dur-
ing her driest months of January - April. The deason is offi-
cially from December to April. The following are ldiife
watching opportunities along her trail system:

Sirena Trail: Open and constant crashing of wawe®rs the
sound of noisy walkers. White-faced Capuchin, Rak:d
Squirrel, Collared Peccary, White-nosed Coati, Nemy Ta-
mandua. Birds: Scarlet Macaw, Black hawk, Frigatdsy and
Brown Booby

San Pedrillo Trail: Playa Llorona is a nesting ai@al eather-
back, Olive Ridley and Green turtles. In additi@gelots, Jag-
uars as well as birds like the Scarlet Macaws, IBlaawk,
Frigate birds, and Brown Booby.

Los Patos Trail: Lowland rain forest. Attracts lsirtike the
Curassow, Chestnut-mandibled Toucan, Fiery-bille@dcari,
Turquoise Cotinga, Rufous Piha, Trogon, Hummingbadd
Wood creeper. Primates and White-lipped peccagasatso be
seen.

Along Rio Sirena: the Heron, Ruddy Turnstone, Wasg&and-
piper, American Crocodile, 3 Toed Sloth and thel Boark.
Contact:Elston Raimundo Chavarria
www.latinamericanadventures.com raimundochavar-
ria@yahoo.com Phone: 954-662-1539

[
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EPA KILLING THE EVERGLADES

From Public Employees for Environmental Responsibility

(PEER)
Fall 2008

A long series of federal court rulings that the €®viron-
mental protections agency has been derelict ineptiolg the
water quality of the Everglades has promoted dalis probe
of the EPA regional operations by PEER and the Cibwf

Civic Associations, based in Lee County, Floriddese deci-
sions take the EPA to task for repeatedly violatihg very
Clean Water Act that it is supposed to adminigteincipally

for allowing destruction of wetlands and other odewvelop-
ment.

On July 20 9, 2008, Miami US District Judge Alanl&exco-
riated EPA, finding that the agency had shirkedditsgy to
enforce basic water quality standards and in songjoi
"violated its fundamental commitment and promisd aom-
mitment to protect the "Everglades” and "actedteably and
capriciously.” This is only the latest in a lorgyies of cases
stretching back more than a decade that have miygmainst
EPA.

EPA finances and is supposed to oversee the dt&tierida's
clean water program, but EPA has almost uniforndfeded
to the state even when the state's actions have tearly
wrong. Meanwhile, restoration of the Evergladés, targest
public works project on the nation's docket, reesharound
restoring water quality, but official missteps hate mega-
projects mired in delays and uncertainty.

The upshot of EPA maladministration is that Floridaters,
especially in the southern portion of the state, iarprecari-
ously poor shape. Algae blooms, fish kills, satewantrusion
and drinking water emergencies are becoming evee wam-
mon. PEER is defending a state lab manager whofines
after reporting water pollution levels in South fda waters
so bad that they were off the chart.

"Federal judges appointed by both Republican antd2eatic
administrations have repeatedly found EPA guiltglemthe
highest standard in civil jurisprudence which canbe ex-
plained away as mistakes or misunderstandingsgcsREER
Executive Director Jeff Ruch. Meanwhile, EPA Saoutist
regional administrator Jimmy Palmer has ordereddpsstaff
to prepare a list of achievements to justify renmgjnn their
jobs in the next administration.



UPCOMING EVENTS

RESPONSIBLE GROWTH MANAGEMENT COALITION ANNUAL MEETING

On behalf of the RGMC | would like to invit®y to join us for our annual meeting and dinnehwih informative presentation
relating to our local area.

The meeting and dinner will be held this Japud®, at the Broadway Palm dinner theater in tleifé Cabernet at 6 p.m. Regis-
tration will be at 5:30 p.m. The price is $25 person and includes dinner. Our guest speakebwilir. Charlie Whitehead a lo-
cal news reporter who will be enlightening us ocalchistorical topics related to growth managenfenh his long-term experience
as a reporter. The RGMC Business Meeting will té:45 P.M., with our speaker at 7 P.M.

The Broadway Palm Dinner Theater is at 138@@&al Blvd., in the Royal Palm Mall on Colonial sicGregor Blvd.

“The Mangrove Gathering” Eco Café

For people who care about the Earth ... a place ¢@léze! With live music, coffee, tea, and snacle&kst “potlatch” and all of the
current local information on Southwest Florida eammental happenings! AThe Mangrove Gathering” Eco Café you can find
answers to your questions, express comments amibopior check the calendar for upcoming envirortaleneetings and events.
Sharing environmental concerns and solutions igrlreework of the evening.

“The Mangrove Gathering” Eco Café blends both information and entertainment into @aeneg that goes beyond consciousness
raising, to give long-time and newly made friengéians to become involved firsthand with the Eattd all its life. Freavireless
internet servicavithin the building for your use. “Fair Trade” ceff and tea for sale by the Unitarian UniversaliairCh

“The Mangrove Gathering” Eco Cafetakes place at: The Support Services Facilityc Eeing Center at Rutenberg Park
6490 South Pointe Blvd. (the former Rutenberg Liygrdetween College Parkway and Cypress Lake Bautev

“The Mangrove Gathering” Eco Café happens the 2nd Friday of every other month betweg® and 10:00 p.m. and fiee and
open to the public. Bring your own reusable mugffee coffee/tea or pay a $1.00 “Earth Tax” to aghrowaway paper cup. Be a
part of our community “potlatch” and bring your @aite snack or dessert to share with othdiise next Café is in January.

For more info: John Kiseda at (239) 432-2163 oedtigbh@leegov.com

Marine Shoreline Development & Permitting Seminar
December 10, 2008

Tampa, FL (Renaissance Tampa Hotel Internatiorsedc|
About the Seminar
Our advanced one-day seminar on marine shorelinelai@ment and permitting brings together an exoefigculty with extensive
experience in the complexities of developing Flalsdmarine shorelands. Here is your opportunityeiar from representatives of
the Department of Environmental Protection on ratfign and jurisdictional issues; from consultam<=$A, joint coastal permit-
ting and working waterfronts; and environmental &dl use attorneys on recent legislation, Flasidabmerged lands and desig-
nated waters.
View the program agenda at this web site http://wamseminars.com/detail.php?SeminarCode=08MARFL
Our Distinguished Faculty Includes:

Jeffery Littlejohn, P.E., Isiminger & Stubbs Engémimg, Inc.
M. Chris Lyon, Esq., Lewis, Longman & Walker, P.A.
Drew Sanders, Project Scientist, Biological Rede@gsociates
Harold "Bud" G. Vielhauer, Esq., Deputy General @gel, Department of Environmental Protection
Calvin Alvarez, Environmental Administrator, Depgagnt of Environmental Protection
Eric Hickman, Administrator, Wetland Evaluation abélineation Section, Department of Environmentait€ction
Penny Cutt, Regional Manager, Environmental & P#ing Department, Coastal Systems International, In
AI Dougherty, Founding Partner, The Principle GralytC
Registration
Register call us at (800) 854-8009
Program Chairs: Edwin A. Steinmeyer, Esgf Lewis, Longman & Walker, P.A. ar@raig D. Varn, Esqof Fowler White Boggs
Banker, P.A.
Intended Audience

Attorneys, city planners, property owners, devetepagency and governmental officials and otheeslimg practical and up-to-date
shoreline information



"Drill, Baby, Drill" Already Debunked - by
Bush Administration

Dan Miner, Sierra Club NYC, Chair
www.nyc.sierraclub.org

Sarah Palin, a self-described energy expert, impliat we
now rely on imported oil because we refuse to dblindant
domestic supplies; if we only did that we'd be ggendepend-
ent. Although Obama supports more drilling withiframe-
work of efficiency and renewable power, domestitidg is
the very heart of the McCain-Palin energy plann @alling
really work? Considering three factors, not widgiscussed in
this campaign, will help us make the right choiabsut our
energy future. One, the value of offshore drilllmes already
been debunked - by the Bush Administration. Twe,world's
oil supply is drying up much faster than new oih ¢z

found. Three, as CNN reports, oil price shocks supply
disruptions are on the way, but neither McCain@bama has
said a word about the problem, let alone how thewldre-
spond. More domestic oil drilling can't fix ourezgy cri-

sis. Energy independence means a rapid move bejboid
whether domestic or imported. Anything less isrded to
failure.

The Bush Administration's own Department of Enesgys
that while the US consumes about 25% of the wodill'we
have less than 3% of the world's proven oil reservne
DOE's Energy Information Agency reported that offehdrill-
ing can yield up to 200,000 barrels per day - aliéatof
America's needs - in 20 years. Drilling in the thrdNational
Wildlife Refuge (ANWR) would have a similar insidicant
effect. It would take about ten years before vge'd any oil
from these sources, and neither would ever sulialignt
change US oil supplies or prices. Everyone chgnidrill,
baby, drill' didn't get the memos from Bush Admirasion
geologists. They're on the internet. Any enerigy gentered
on domestic drilling is dead on arrival, and thats for start-
ers.

Two, the problem with oil is worse than widely unde

stood. It's not just that supplies are tight. Wanil production
is expected to peak around 2010, and begin drogumog after
that. US oil production peaked in 1970 and has lotepping
ever since, which is why two-thirds of our oil iswim-
ported. Production from our other top sourcedrisaaly de-
clining, or at risk of political disruption. Oitiports from
Mexico, our third biggest source of oil, have athgaropped
more in one year than offshore drilling will getin®20 years.

Three, CNN reports oil price shocks and supplyutisons are
on the way. Matt Simmons, Republican CEO of a maj@argy
investment banking firm, told CNN that the recerggin oil
prices is an illusion. Prices will climb to $2(800, or even
higher. Many observers agree, including the USyA@Gorps
of Engineers, the US Government Accountability &ffand
independent geologists.

Straight talk about future constraints will motieaveryone,
even global warming deniers, to adopt conservatith

Do we
want this
for a
neighbor?

efficiency initiatives politically impossible todaywhy have
neither McCain, Obama nor Mayor Bloomberg said adwo
about the need for contingency plans for fuel sypligrup-
tions?

Those who act without understanding the basisegtiergy
crisis will only make matters worse. Advocatesrmre oil
drilling would keep us stuck in the past with 18&ntury fuels,
technologies and strategies that won't work. Theré be-
longs to those who harness the clean, permaneramuafw
wind, sun and water. We can create clean, cheayggihere
at home, while restoring domestic manufacturing enacte
millions of green jobs that can't be outsourcednefica can
either lead this progress, or continue being leftibd as Asian
and European countries continue to dominate coatery
efficiency and renewable technologies. These &etiergy
facts that McCain and Obama need to know, so wéuaakle
our seatbelts before we hit the potholes ahead.otuthis
case, knowledge is literally power.

"International Energy Outlook 2008," US DepartmehEn-
ergy, Energy Information Agency (EIA) P. 32, [21libn bar-
rels reserves out of world total of 1,331 billicartels] http://
www.eia.doe.gov/oiaf/ieo/pdf/0484(2008).pdf

"Analysis of Crude Oil Production in the Arctic Natal Wild-
life Refuge,” US EIA, 2008 http://www.eia.doe.gowaid
servicerpt/anwr/pdf/sroiaf(2008)03.pdf

"Impacts of Increased Access to Oil and Natural Basources
in the Lower 48 Federal Outer Continental Shelf3 BIA,
2007, www.eia.doe.gov/oiaf/aeo/otheranalysis/ongi.h

"Recent drop in crude is an illusion, oil headed to
$500,"CNN,http://money.cnn.com/2008/09/15/news/
economy/500dollaroil_okeefe.fortune/index.htm

"Crude Oil: Uncertainty about Future Oil Supply kés It
Important to Develop a Strategy for AddressingRleak and
Decline of Oil Production," GAO-07-283, US Govermhe
Accountability Office, Feb. 2007, http://www.gaowgo
new.items/d07283.pdf

Go to http://www.nyc.sierraclub.org/ or
www.beyondoilnyc.org for the Sierra Club NYC report
"Sustainable Energy Independence for NYC," an aelddrver-
sion of this essay with more citations, and a fregre Septem-
ber 2008 update and report summary.



OVERVIEW & COMMENTARY

on Forests
By Dr. Glen Barry, Ecological Internet
October 31, 2008

New research in _Royal Society journal Philosophica
Transactions A_ "suggests that chopping down ferestild
accelerate global warming more than was thouglat that
protecting existing trees could be one of the lests to
tackle the problem." The report quantifies howrtblease of
the chemical terpene from tree canopies leadsotadcl
formation that cools the climate. Given ancienefis'
massive canopies, the findings further clarify ifarest
wildernesses' critical role in maintaining an oféea
atmosphere.

Much remains to be learned regarding Gaia's wosgifayests'
interaction with climate, and the need for ecolafiic
sufficient policy-making, yet it is gratifying teee formal
science continue to catch up with Ecological Ine¢m
biocentric campaigns

( http://www.ecoearth.info/campaigns/ ). Given didatial
recent scientific findings that old-growth forestmtinue to
remove atmospheric carbon indefinitely, and prinfargsts
lose much of their carbon permanently when firggked, there
is no longer any justification for destruction ofdaforests.

SEX, DRUGS AND ROYALTIES
PEER, fall 2008

Integrity is breaking down within the Interior Depaent
agencies, especially those dealing with Big Oiaading to
PEER. So we were not shocked by an Inspector Geregort
that key interior staff running a multibillion-dall royalty-in-
kind program were sleeping with oil company lobbyasd
having frequent sports (both powder and liquidhvgéetroleum
executives during ski trips and golf outings.

Here's how bad it is--

A new GAO report says interior may be losing tax-

payers billions each year because it does not batheheck
industry documents or actually inspect well outputs

Another 20 to 50 billion may have been looted from

the taxpayer's pockets in sweetheart Gulf leasek; a

As far as any environmental monitoring, forget @bo
it.

Not included in these recent reports is how togriot oil

watchdogs are leaving in droves and going to work.f(wait

for it)... oil companies. The kicker is that theme week the
inspector general concluded that interior suffeosnf"a culture
of ethical failure" the US office of Government ieth gave
interior and award for ethical achievement. Gaiffeg..

Synthetic biology: coming soon to a gas

tank near you?
With little oversight, BP, Chevron, ADM, and Catgibok up
next-gen biofuels

GRIST MAGAZINE 10 Oct, 2008py Hope Shand

This is a guest post, research director of ETCupra civil-
society organization that tracks new technologmsnitors
corporate concentration, and supports food sovergig

Synthetic biologists, a brave new breed of sciertespre-
neurs who engineer life-forms from scratch, aralingj their
largest-ever global gathering in Hong Kong this kydgown
as "Synthetic Biology 4.0."

Although most people have never heard of syntttiogy,
it's moving full speed ahead fueled by giant agibess, en-
ergy and chemical corporations with little debdiewt who
will control the technology, how it will be reguéat (or not)
and despite grave concerns surrounding the safetgecurity
risks of designer organisms. Corporate investorsipes in-
clude BP, Chevron, Shell, Virgin Fuels, DuPont, MBgbft,
Cargill, and Archer Daniels Midland.

"Bankrolled by Fortune 500 corporations, synthbtaogists
meeting in Hong Kong are promising a green, clezst-p
petroleum future where the production of econornydatpor-
tant compounds depends not on fossil fuels -- hutiological
manufacturing platforms fueled by plant sugarsglaxs Jim
Thomas of ETC Group.

"It may sound sweet and clean, but this so-calleghsecon-
omy will catalyze an unprecedented corporate grahlioplant
matter as well as destruction of biodiversity amassive
scale," warns Thomas. ETC Group and other civiltg@ac-
tivists will speak on a panel during SynBio 4.0.

HAS THE AG BUBBLE BURST?
GRIST MAGAZINE by Tom Philpott 10 Oct 2008

Tough times for agribiz giants -- and likely soon farmers

A few months ago, the "smart money" was pouring iafl
things agricultural. Corn was flirting with $8/buegh(up from
less than $2 as recently as 2005), hedge funds svexeping
up farmland everywhere from the Midwest to Afriead that
weird guy who babbles and blusters about stocksabie TV -
- Jim Cramer -- was bellowing the praises of fizgil compa-
nies.

People like me lamented the consequences: guslieag-o
richemicals onto farmland and into air and watgpamsions of
monocrop agriculture into environmentally sensitareas, all
without any real increase in food security or femdess for the
globe's billion poor people.

All of that indeed came to pass -- but the blooens to have
faded on the industrial-ag renaissance. The evensifying
credit crisis has stoked fears of a global recesaimd sent in-
vestors fleeing all but the safest investments.



ENVIRONMENTALISM
The radical idea that we should clean up
ter ourselves!

af-

SIERRA CLUB FLORIDA NEWS
Florida Phosphate Campaign Victory

Altman Tract land use change denied by Manatee Couy;
Federal permit in litigation

(BRADENTON) - Phosphate mining giant Mosaic Fer#li's
plans to strip mine the wetland-rich Altman minevdhdeen
stopped dead in its tracks, thanks to years of¥iaati by the
Manatee-Sarasota and Greater Charlotte Harbor Gr@&iprra
regional staff, a recent vote by Manatee County ro@sion-
ers, and a legal challenge.

The recent legal challenge to the US Army gSasf Engi-
neers dredge and fill permit was filed in July Barthjustice,
representing the Sierra Club and three other orgénins
working in coalition with us. We have put a stapMosaic’s
plans to destroy 400 acres of pristine wetlandghénheadwa-
ters of Horse Creek, a major tributary to the Pdriver. This
watershed is of great ecological importance, a$ ageh source
of drinking water for southwest Florida. The puatjthreatened
surface and ground water quality and flow in thgige.

Manatee-Sarasota and Greater Charlotte HaBboup ac-
tivists have been fighting the Altman mine for yeay mobi-
lizing county residents to speak out, working vather groups,
and by encouraging down-river counties to opposevirious
state and federal permits needed by Mosaic.

In order for the mining to take place, Mosal®o needed to
obtain a land use change and mining plan appraeah fthe
Manatee Board of County Commissioners. The couoiy-
missioners had often postponed decision-making osdit’s
request, mainly due to public opposition to theiemmental
damage, and recommendations from the county’s daffi t®
deny the proposal.

Mosaic did make some improvements in protestiover
the course of the years, but could not prove thay tcould
restore the wetlands to their current high quatity;, were they
willing to avoid key connecting wetlands south bé tprop-
erty’s central marsh. To try to sweeten the dbaisaic of-
fered to throw in funding for a fire station andlpa Duette.

When Manatee County commissioners made anpeeted
move to approve a development order for the 2048-ac
Altman Tract mine this spring, Sierra activists v@noved to
organize a “Stop Phosphate Mining” rally that dnemre than
60 residents and was covered by both newspapetetndsion
press. Over the summer we conducted door-to-datreach
in Duette (the community closest to the Altman Tyraand
worked with other organizations (Protect Our Wdteds, Peo-
ple for Protecting the Peace River (3PR), Gulf Bredion Net-
work (GRN), and Manasota-88) to educate and mabitie
public in Manatee, Sarasota, Charlotte, Lee, HaashgeDesoto
counties.

In July, in association with several coalitipartners (GRN,
Manasota-88, 3PR, and our Manatee-Sarasota Grthe)5i-
erra Club took legal action against the Army Cogb<Engi-
neers. The Corps had issued the Altman wetland ipevitin-
out having completed an environmental impact statgnfior

| DON'T MESS WITH YOUR
HOME

Trick or Treat?

Steven Biel
Global Warming Campaign Director
Greenpeace, Oct.

Trick or Treat? It's hard to tell these days whatdck and
what's a treat when it comes to energy. Ideas'{ifean Coal"
and nuclear power may sound like solutions to il gas de-
pendency, but in reality, these negative energycssushould
be avoided at all cost (and they DO cost!).

Don't let a mask like "clean" coal fool you intartking coal is
safe. Underneath the industry's costume lurks laalad scary
truth. Coal is a dirty, polluting fossil fuel thedntributes
nearly 40% to overall global warming emissions, aaetalled
"Clean Coal" technologies like Carbon Capture aaguestra-
tion are decades away from viability -- if they epeove viable
at all, that is. Simply put, there is no such thirgg'Clean
Coal."

So what about nuclear power? Well, that's an egaries pros-
pect. You can't see the dangers of nuclear powerlike an
ancient vampire, nuclear waste can last for sewenaturies.
Leaks of this radioactive waste can slowly kill ang who is
exposed to it, while waste storage sites repretammgerous
threats to our national security.

More frightening still is the cost of nuclear powEwrery dollar
spent on nuclear energy would go 7-10 times furifiexvere
invested in efficiency measures and renewable gndrpt
comparing the cost of nuclear development vs. tis¢ af
switching to renewable energy sources like wind soldr
makes me want to scream. It's time to drive a staaigh the
heart of the nuclear industry.

But we need not live in fear of these dark pow/s.can
choose to step into the light of solar energy a®d the clean
breeze of wind power.

Renewable energy is a solution that's alreadyerbtg, and
the economic and climate benefits that come witltétoh-so-
sweet. The choice between dirty energy tricks amewable

the proposed mine — a requirement under the CWA andenergy treats is in YOUR hands.

NEPA.
8



Sierra Club Calusa Group Winter, 2009 Outings

All participants are required to sign a liabilityaiwer on Sierra Club outings (www.sierraclub.orgtiogs/national/particpantforms/
waiver.asp) . Unless a fee is noted, suggestaditanly donations for outings are $3 for Sierra Clmembers/ $5 non-members.

Jan. 25, Sun. 9 am.Bike Pine Island. Cycle past palm tree plantations and funky artegi@é either north towards Bokeelia or
south to St. James City, and enjoy brunch at d lestaurant. Round trip mileage: 16-18 milesingryour own bike and manda-
tory helmet. Reserve with Brigita at 239-337-186 bbgahr@embargmail.com. Limit: 15 participants.

Feb. 7, Sat. am.Take a paddle to Coon Key and explore the edgenefTen Thousand IslandsWe'll launch from the Goodland
Bridge at a time determined by the tide, idealljobe 10 a.m. Bring your own kayak, a lunch and Bivgness to paddle six to ten
miles round trip. Trip length will be determined the ability levels of the collective group. Restale not available on site, but
deliveries may be arranged through a local outfitiefejackets must be worn, per Sierra Club pali§pray skirts are required.
This trip is rated light to moderate with some opeater paddling. Contact outing leader Victor Hill (239) 438-5286.

Feb. 14-16, Sat.- Mon. Camping at Fort DeSoto Pgt&t. Petersburg) Invite your sweetheart to celebrate ValentinesyDor
come solo to one of America’s favorite pristin@diees. Active participants can enjoy swimminginigikpaddling and biking or
rollerblading on a paved trail that winds it wayamd this large park on the southern tip of Pingl2ounty. Those that just want
to relax on a white-sanded beach or under palm t@eopies can do that instead. Planned group a@s/will include a ranger-
lead interpretive hike on Sunday morning, tour oftFDeSoto, and shared meals. All campers wilekpected to help prepare or
clean up one meal. $75 participant fee includesmgiag fee, fort tour, and five meals. Trip leatiass some extra tents available.
Limited to 12 people. Reserve early with Brigit2389-337-1857 or

Mar. 15, Sun. 2-6 pm. Paddle the Estero River grdnic dinner at Koreshan State ParkCanoe rentals available at the park for
only $5/hour plus tax per boat. The two hour dedaill take us upstream into the “Estero jungleWe'll work up an appetite for

a picnic dinner in the park afterwards. Option#édadl through the bamboo forest alongside the rivétark entrance fee is $4 per
car. Limit: 10 boats. Reserve with Em at 239-8B7-3.

Mar. 28, Sat. 9 am. Hike the Alligator Creek Trailat the Charlotte Harbor Environmental Centénear Punta Gorda) We will
begin with a leisurely one-mile interpretive wadlatl by a center volunteer. Those that are inteckst additional hiking will con-
tinue for 2-3 miles at a more moderate pace onrotitaéls. Bobcat, bald eagles, gopher tortoiseaad red-shouldered hawks in-
habit the pine flatwoods. The exhibits at the oistreception center and the Nature Gift Shop apen from 9-3. Reserve with
Brigita at 239-337-1857

I THE TOWN OF BIG CYPRESS DEVELOPMENT !
Another city in the wrong place.
Nora Demers, RGMC (Responsible Growth Managemeatitim)
November 5, 2008

The impacts of the proposed project are unacceptaider federal law, as they are avoidable. ThenTaf Big Cypress project as
proposed will cause adverse impacts to jurisdictiavetlands and to essential habitat of state eddrally listed species. The ap-
plicant owns land directly north of their propogatject (north of Oil Well Road) that would allowrfthe fulfillment of the pro-
ject’'s purposes. This land is suitable for deveiept, is large enough for the elements of develaproerrently intended by the
applicants, and is designated as “open” receivieg ander Collier County’s Rural Land StewardshipaA(RLSA) program. This
land actually was part of the applicant’s origidavelopment footprint. Therefore, it is within thkilities of the applicant to revise
development plans to not include a footprint saftlOil Well Road. Negative environmental effecfsttie Town of Big Cypress
project would be avoided were the development wetee built on the available alternative site.

The application proposes a large-scale multi-useldpment on land that is heavily used as habitathfe Florida panther, a species
listed as endangered by Florida Fish and Wildléevig¢e. The site of the proposed project would me#oss of over 3,100 acres of
Panther Primary habitat (which is described by WiSh and Wildlife Service as land that is parantdonretaining the panther
population at its current level). The loss of thébitat would hinder the recovery of the pantlea apecies, and would unnecessar-
ily jeopardize their survival.

This must be stopped!
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2 WHO WE ARE Iy
; ON THE WEB http://florida.sierraclub.org/calusa ;
3: Ellen Peterson Chair 239-99%% ecronel@gmail :
2 Bobbie Lee Gruninger Vice Chair & Special Events 239-495-5891 bleegruninger@cormuoast *
A Ed Parks Co-Conservation Chair 239-9897472 eeparks2@comcast.net *
A+ Karen Kamener Co-Conservation Chair 239-543-1435 shadowfaxfan@earthlink.net
3: YOU? Treasurer ;
YOU? Secretary
g: Connie Langmann Publicity & Website 239-694-5513 GAEAKay@kaol.com g:
# Loren Wieland Newsletter & Membership 239-2671566 Lorenlw@aol.com *
% Brigita Gahr Outings 239-335Y bbgahr@embargmail.com I
A Carl Veaux Babcock Rep X39- 7265 cveaux@aol.com N
7 Rhonda Roff Co-Energy Chair 863-983-4639 marshmaid@hughes.net T
3: Carter Quillen Co-Energy Chair 423-737-5527 twowheelinguy@yhoo.com g:
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WELCOME ABOARD NEW

BOARD MEMBERS

| am very happy to announce that we have
two new members joining our Board of Di-
rectors. On behalf of the Board and the en-
tire membership | would like to offer a warm
welcome to Karen Kamener and Ed Parks.
We will all be looking forward to working
with our new members who will be serving

as co-conservation chairs.

Membership

Name

Join today and receive a FREE Sierra Club Gift

LET THE GOOD TIMES ROLL

You are cordially invited to our annual Potluck i for
all Calusa group members or interested parties. wilfe
be gathering on December 11, at 6:30 p.mHappe-
hatchee Center, 8791 Corkscrew Road, Estero, &llen'
house. This is for fun and discussion about theoonixag

I Address

| City
| State Zip

Check enclosed, made payableterra Club

Master Card Visa  Am Ex
Cardholder name

|
|
|
|Card #
I
[
|

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES
DIV/IDUAL
| INTRODUCTORY $25
| REGULAR $39
| SUPPORTING $75
| CONTRIBUTING $150
| LIFE $1000
| SENIOR $24
| STUDENT $24
| LIMITED INCOME $24

| Enclose check and mail ®ierra Club
I P.O. Box 52968 Boulder CO 80322-2968
| Calusa Group 3303

Exp.Date

JOINT

$47
$100
$175
$1250
$32
$32
$32

year for the Calusa Group. Please join us forstetaf
what Florida should look like. As you turn downreth
driveway compare it to what has happened to Paradis
surrounding this little piece of earth located ajahe
historic Estero River.

Please coordinate with Bobbie Lee as to what type o
dish you will bring and the gate code. We do nahiv
too many pumpkin pies! Her contact informatior239-
495-5891 or e-mail bleegruninger@comcast.net.

See you there!

SIERRA CLUB-CALUSA GROUP
PO BOX 595
ESTERO, FL
33928
WE'RE ON THE WEB VISIT US
HTTP://[FLORIDA.SIERRACLUB.ORG/CALUSA




