Explore, Enjoy and Protect the Planet

Spring, 290

JOIN US AT OUR MEETINGS

The first Thursday of each month,-6:30 PM at Tinitétian Universalist Church, (off Daniels Parkwdy411 Shire Lane, Ft. Myers, FL 33912

For information callLoren (239) 267-1566

OUR CHAIRPERSON HONORED

Various Authors from Calusa

In honor of her work to organize and educate thie p
lic and generate grass-roots support for Evergladst®ration
our chairperson, Ellen Peterson has been awardedEver-
glades Coalition John V. K. Award at the Evergla@eslition
Conference, February, 2008.

Ellen is a native of Georgia, where she gradufrted
the University of Georgia with a degree in chenyistr 1945
and then in 1963 from Appalachia State with a Masta
counseling. She has been a resident of Southu@stid since
1963. Ellen has been an active member of the Rayio
Growth Management Committee since its inceptiorl988.
Her longtime work also includes efforts to reseavel protect
Estero Bay, Black Island, and Fish Eating Creeke e South-
west Florida. She has worked tirelessly to hekgserve and
protect natural Florida throughout Southwest Flarid@hrough
her efforts there is public access to Fish Eatimgek€ and a
plan to preserve it for future generations.

Ellen is the president of Save Our Creeks, thenmai

group credited with re-opening Fish Eating Creelaamviga-
ble waterway and returning this, the crown jewelGlades
County which winds through an enchanting cypressig
before it empties into the Lake Okeechobee, tgtlidic trust.

She is also the chairwoman of the Calusa chagter o

Sierra Club (Southwest Florida) and the vice prasicf the
environmental Confederation of Southwest Floriddlen also
serves on the Board of Directors of The Responsiiewth
Management Coalition. She has transformed her humine
Estero River into an environmental spiritual retredappe-
hatchee Center, opening it, and her heart, to stkeeking
restorative relief through meditative moments ire af Lee
County's last remaining private riparian sanctugarie

NEW GROUP GETS BASICS ON RE-

GION'S RESOURCES
The News Press, 12/13/07
By Ryan Lengerich

Lee County development staff Wednesday gave a
committee, assembled to help draft plans for emwrentally
diverse land in South East Lee County, a histavaklat the
area as it prepares to determine how best to uwb@ratect the
property.

The 15 member group acts in an advisory role
County commissioners as it shapes the 83,000 afrabe
Density Reduction Groundwater Resource area. kstall in
the early 1990s, the area is a crucial contribtdothe area's
drinking water. Only one home per 10 acres is jtezth

new

The area, while environmentally sensitive, alsais
white-hot mining location, rich with aggregate fbuilding
and, in some cases, road construction.

Residents, mining industry representatives, landow
ers, environmentalists, and Smart Growth Committeenbers
comprise the group.

The steering committee will meet the second and
fourth Wednesday of each month through June. "Allask is
for an inordinate amount of your time," Wayne Daytr Lee
County's Smart Growth director, said jokingly. Theoup
hopes to make recommendations to the commissitimeatnd
of June, and the committee will then dissolved.llW@u Hasty
Brenda Brooks, and Dennis Gilkey were named corotem.

Commissioners last week set aside up to $750,600 f
a consultant to study the resource area. As thdlyss con-
ducted the commission approved a controversial o
on growth plan amendments and zoning changes irarthe.
The move pleased environmentalists and homeown#hénw
the resource area, but was unpopular with minicigistry rep-
resentatives. Mining companies, many with sigaificinvest-
ments already made in studies and application fed®re
regulated to the sidelines at least until the Saptr morato-
rium expires it.

A FAVORITE WEB SITE

Every web site that appears in tBalusa Digestis
worthy of examination, but occasionally a site adds infor-
mation or interesting web links that deserve owrcsgd atten
tion.

The League of Conservation Voters (WWW.Icv)d
has just published theiNational Environmental Score Ca
for 2007. You can learn about the environmentihgorecord
of every U.S. Senator and Representative. In iddithe sitg
provides links to what legislators are saying abeuwiron-
mental issues. Dave Parton, Calusa, grassroatisact
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Everglades Coalition Conference Report
By Carl Veaux (Calusa board member and another
grassroots activist)

Mon, 4 Feb 2008

The Florida panther needs more lands so it will
propagate to a population of about 440 which the
state wants to do. That means more private lands need to
be converted to refuge lands. The 8 Texas panthers have
been recaptured so that the Florida strain will once again
become pure. The numbers have increased from 20 to
30to 80-100. The panthers have been attacking farm
animals in the Big Cypress community so again we need
more panther lands. Of course, the biggest threat to pan-
thers is the automobile with a dozen or so Kills this past
year alone

It was the consensus of the 4 different meetings |
attended that the BIG O WATERS NEED TO FLOW
SOUTH. At the ending session this was the biggest item
to be obtained and the stakeholders want it to be done
ASAP. One hydrologist | talked to said that it will take
huge settling ponds at the right water depths to cleanse
the water so it will be fit to supply the river of grass with
the water quality it needs to keep the grass and other
plants from dieing.

The snalil kite is on the verge of becoming extinct
because of the low and high levels of the Big O in the last
6 or 7years. Where in the past their have been
400 active nests it has dropped to 25 nests. This is rather
alarming in that the lake has to be 14 to 16 feet for opti-
mum breeding periods. The lack of nests also is the fault
of low snail populations. They are trying to introduce an-
other hardier species of snail to take their place and are
releasing more snails from a captive breeding program.

| talked to the Secretary of the Interior about the
National Artic Wildlife Refuge and she said it was on the
back burner and not to be reopened or discussed
soon .There is a ten year moratorium on the lake that
skirts near the front of the refuge.

The most alarming part of the program was given
by an address of a Miami University Professor who said
that global warming is moving much faster than anyone
had anticipated and in little more than 3 decades one
third of Florida could be under water. You could hear a
pin drop when he reported these dire results of global
warming to a huge luncheon crowd. He even showed
how the mangroves are dieing because of high water.

Rae Ann Wessel gave a great history and power
point presentation of woes the Caloosahatchee River.
People raved over it.

Last of all but not least, Ellen Peterson received
the coveted activist award and was given a beautifully
marked crystal bowl. Which | hope you'll all get to see.
Buy FPL STOCK! Ellen's advice.

| talked to Bill Nelson and other governmental
types about getting the funding for the Big O so these
objectives can be reached.

COMMON SENSE AND SCIENCE SAY

FORGET THE FERTILIZER
The News Press, 1/8/08
Marti Daltrey (Calusa's own, grassroots all the yway

I would like to address the comments made by thiegiof the
stronger fertilizer ordnance.

The quote ("Fertilizer limits feed debate,” Jayuay
from the Chem Lawns representative that "commorseseas
not science" demonstrates a limited understandirigeoappli-
cation of both science and common sense and ppblicy-
making.

The Precautionary Principle, used by schools,asoci
and environmental organizations as well as the t\&igment
in creating and deciding on public policy, is tHéeet of mar-
riage of these two concepts

The recent publication, "Precautionary Tools fa-R
shaping Environmental Policy," states, "The Prdoaaty
Principle calls for taking action against threatéharm to peo-
ple and echo systems even in the absence of dixiamitainty.

"The rationale is that modern technologies anddmum
activities can inflict long-term global scale emnmental dam-
age and that conclusive scientific evidence of sdamage
may be available to late to avert it."

One should not abandon either science or common
sense when making an informed decision regardiagtistain-
able use of our natural resources.

In this instance, Lee County has moved beyond-a by
gone era of "tobacco science" and into a realnobéloorative
policymaking with input from the entire community.

In response to Professor Trenholm's comment that
buffer zones of 25 feet are ridiculous, it shoutd rinted that
the 25 foot buffer was established in the SouttriidoWater
Management District rules for environmental reseupermit
applications.

In addition, the southwestern region of the FDE&* r
ommends that homeowners "do not apply fertilizerpesti-
cides within at least 25 feet of the water edgéherwetlands."
Furthermore, the EPA recommends a minimum ripabiaffer
of at least 7 m, or almost 23 feet, to treat amdonee nitrogen
from storm water in urban areas.

Either SWFMD, the DEP and the EPA are all mis-
taken or her "sound" scientific opinion is nothimgre than an
erroneous "sound bite."

Florida has been in the throes of a decreasedckain
cle and the resulting drought that has persistetiraay con-
tinue for several years.

Due to the continuing urban sprawl, population
growth, and dry weather conditions, our water reses are
threatened. To spend our finite water supply an fainte-
nance of emerald green lawns and water hungry @ptdnts is
a waste of precious resources.

We are all affected by water pollution, water dfyal
and water availability. Our health our economy and envi-
ronment depend upon it. We all need to take resbitihs to
ensure that there will be water for everyone intBaest Flor-
ida.

Responsible actions include changing our wateit-was
ing habits and reducing our water consumption bggueative
plants and ground covers, and reducing our usertifiZer to
prevent excessive nutrient runoff.

The trend towards a more sustainable echo friendly
landscape is growing. Let's make the sensible gdmmow
before time and our water run out.

-- Marti Daltrey is regional community organizer the Sierra
Club's Fort Myers office.



STEWARD OF LAND, WATER

Bonita Banner By Jonna Rubin (contact) Saturdaydey 19,
2008 (another of Calusa’s board members)

The sound of traffic whirring by on 175 is the wnl
reminder that time has not, indeed stood still béhCullum
Hasty’s Kent Rd. home. An old dock rests overlogka quiet
pond, the only remnant of this part of Imperial &iin the
throes of the dry season.

"If we're lucky we'll see some otters," said Hasty
pointing to the water. "There are still fish ireth, and they
rely on it through the winter"

The idea of landscaping as most Floridians knois it
absent from the grounds. Hasty gestured to thetaégn,
"The way we see it right now is the way it couldrddeen a
hundred years ago."

If it seems careless and unkempt, Hasty reassiats
it is quite deliberate. The longtime environmeistaand local
activist has built his life around protecting thiel &lorida he
loves, and though he did make a few changes tatiiscape -
a butterfly garden on the front of his property wag in by
hasty himself -his goal is to preserve things dyaa$ nature
intended.

Hasty, 64, he grew up outside of Miami, moving to
Southwest Florida in the early 1990s, ironicallgcause he
was tired of traffic and congestion.

"It was a different world out here," said Hast{And
sadly, it's disappearing.” It's a sentiment echmechany long-
time residents who moved here for a piece of qp#hdise,
but Hasty has no patience for idle complaining.

"Sure, | like to complain a lot about how thinge a
being ruined," he said. "But if you're going tongamain, you
have to be involved, so | became a serial volutiteer

And volunteer he does. Hasty not only serveshas t
political chair for the Calusa Group of the Sie@ab, but he's
on the executive committee for the state orgarimati The
number of city and county committees he is a merobeeads
like a laundry list. Conservation Land Acquisitiand Stew-
ardship Advisory Committee; Agency on Bay Managetmen
Bonita Springs City Council Local Planning Agencydathe
council was Tree Advisory Committee, to name a fede is
the official keeper of the river, ensuring thatbenks are clear
and that no illegal dumping takes place. He issalst working

as they evaluate how best to properly plan anceptethe DR/
GR in their boundaries, he was a natural to reptethe inter-
ests of South Lee County. He's just a wonderfubassaador
because of his deep commitment to protect the ritiyegf our

environment, and | value his perspective and ad\doe Lee
County is lucky to have him as a resident.”

Hasty is also quick to point out that the DR/GRsds
much more than water recharge, as many believais'l&nd is
so much more than recharging the water supply.
‘resource’ heart of the equation also includesdtigers - the
gopher tortoises, the butterflies, the birds. Alnel water run-
ning across the open land is cleansing."

It's the critters that drive much of Hasty's Idee na-
ture. A friend to animals since his childhood,rkealls being
enthralled by a spider building a web and keepsnallsbat
house on the side of this home, working hard tater¢he ideal
conditions for the winged mammals. Dumpling, hé$ falian
mastiff, is a rescue given to him by his brothelasty believes
she was used in a puppy mill for bully breeds, sinel closely
resembles a pit bull.

Ellen Peterson, of Estero, chairman of the Calusa
Group, is familiar with Hasty’s love for the eard all who
inhabit it. But mostly, Peterson is impressed vhith ability to
get things done.

"He has a great facility for contacting peopletlie
community who can provide support or need to behed for
information or for assistance in environmental &gl said
Peterson. "He takes national issues and reallyemttiem ap-
plicable to the local area where he lives."

That attitude is certainly reflected in his estate
Tucked away on a dead end cul-de-sac on Kent RdtyHa
keeps his home green whenever possible, drivingrdil hy-
brid and employing a deceptively simple low energgter
heater. A traditional water heater is draped imckland en-
cased in glass and placed in the full sun in histfryard to
preheat the water, which cuts go energy use dogniftiantly.
Hasty adds that the only moving parts use abous#me en-
ergy as a 60-watt bulb.

And then, of course, there's his solar powerethek
drier. "I tell people that | have one, and thgielight up,"
said hasty with a laugh. And then | point to thahesline in
the front yard. People spend a lot of time on hégth solu-
tions; sometimes the best thing is right in frohus."

The

with the city to develop a public hiking trail akdyak launch
along the Imperial River, aiding in the acquisitieinparcels of
waterfront property so that everyone can enjoyhbauty he
sees on a regular basis.

"It was his idea... he recognized that most ofl&mel
was in the hands of various government entities that very
little land had to be purchased to complete thig trsaid Bo-
nita Springs Mayor Arend. "When completed, it ol a qual-
ity walkway."

To Lee County Commissioner Ray Judah, Hasty was 4§
natural fit for the Density Reduction/GroundwateesBurce
(DR/GR) Steering Committee, the group that helperniine
the ongoing fate of approximately 96,000 acresad County's
most environmentally sensitive lands. "Cullum isg@nuine
soul with tremendous passion and high regard fer @htire
Lee County Community,” said Judah. "I know hedesiin
Bonita Springs, but he is truly a strong advocatetlie entire
county. Because of his involvement with Bonitaisgs, and

READER’S PUZZLE

The puzzle in the last issue was far too difficuite
apologize. The correct answer: comments from adpen af
agenda for global warming given in the U.S. SerateAl
Gore.

Our question for this issue is which U.S. Senate
cently made the following remark about the globarming
crisis: “I've been in conversations with former ¥i®resident
(Al) Gore repeatedly, and his recommendation, whithink
is sound, is that you can’t wait until you are swarto office
to get started." If you know who made this commémén e
mail your answer to_dpart31@aol.caand you may win th
puzzle prize for this issue.

Ideas for a future Reader’s Puzzle should be &&nt
the above web address.
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Sierra Club General Observations
Donald M. Ehat, Ed.D. (Another of Calusa’s grassts@ctiv-
ists) Feb 26, 2008

As a result of reading "Thoughts on Project Redéwa young.

from Carl Pope and considering the kinds of staffiuctions by
the national leadership, it would appear to me thatSierra
Club is undergoing a significant change in orgatiwzel phi-
losophy. It appears that the national leadershifaking seri-
ously the need for more expeditious and predictakkrutive
action to deal with the complex changes taking elacsoci-
ety. Many new paid staff members are being intceduand
new permanent staffed offices set up around the.stghese
actions reflect an interest on the part of theamati office to be
able to reach local groups directly with people velne paid to
execute national initiatives. Recently the natiooffice found
them selves in the anomalous position of backinglaam to
move the state legislature to initiate a progranmudify the
type of coal to be burned in a new coal fired poplant to be
built in Glades County. The state Sierra orgafpaspon-
sored a plan to stop the construction of the ctaitgentirely;
not change its fuel type. The state plan was amutdy the
Governor and the plans for the power plant werévslde This
doesn't look like the actions of a highly integcateffective
organization.

It is also instructive to see that not a greatl déar-
ganizational development money has been commitiggira-
viding training on the local level to help localogps to make
maximum use of the new, convenient, national stdffie Si-
erra Club has been traditionally a bottom-up orz@tion with
local groups operating in a fairly autonomous fashiaking
responsibility for making plans and accepting thesequences
for their own actions. The National Office seembéomodel-
ing the ubiquitous top-down business model which foand a
significant number of middle management to be uassary
for communication inside the organization. Techbggl and
computers have deftly moved into that role makingcm of
middle management unnecessary. It looks to metiieastate
organizations are viewed by national as an unnacgssicum-
brance to efficient implementation of national pgli National
actions toward the Florida chapter seem to be th&t wbvious
action along this streamlining road.

These observations are based on very sketchy evi

dence. If | am wrong, then the 'Healing' mode @nésd above
should be seriously considered by Sierra Club mamagt as a
credible way to resolve the 'Florida situation’hiitthe democ-
ratic traditions which have contributed so welthie wonderful

Sierra Club image as the leading voice of Environtalestew-

ardship.

Skyscrapers in Miami, Polar Bears and

Power Outages
By gimleteye, Eye on Miami, February 27, 2008

Flying across the country, | ignored at first blatwly
became glued to "Arctic Tale"-- a documentary feafilled
with superb photography chronicling global warmimgns of
thousands of years of habituation to the seasoués and
millions of years of evolution are vanishing in tlagidly
warming Arctic.

It is difficult enough to focus on climate, ridimgBoe-
ing 757 that joins with tens of thousands of othiecraft in
contributing to the man-made disaster. A main storgad

tracks the fate of a mother and her two polar babs. The
care of the mother for her offspring is so obvigusisonant of
how we worry for and tend to and push forward ouno

An unstable ice pack, melting far earlier thannmal;
forces the mother to abandon her offspring eatfiian evolu-
tion provided to balance the odds of survival. Mght landed
before the movie ended, but what | heard just leefioe movie
clicked off stuck with me: "Leaving her cub earlibat she
should have, the mother could not teach the surskilis her
cub would need to survive."

| wonder in the context of our own species: wWiktte
be a time when mothers and fathers cannot giveg¢kegen-
eration the skills it will need
to survive?

We are dependent on massively organized infrastruc
ture for modern life. The connections that tie pheces to-
gether are more fragile than people realize. Howomfort-
able life can become when we are deprived was dstradad,
yesterday, by a brief power outage of the powet geirving
the entire southeast coast of Florida.

The grid failure instantly stopped traffic and etise
interrupted the lives of millions of residents aisitors. What
would life be like, without the power grid? We kndrom ex-
perience in the aftermath of recent hurricanedaSthe power
grid, and the network of comforts we depend oningsrback.

In the future, global warming and its impacts \pilb-
vide a much more serious test to infrastructureneotions
including the power grid.

For decades, the polar bear has been an iconioadym
of nature for conservationists. Today its plighaifashing-
warning light for all of humanity. The cautionaglé may be
attracting select audiences, but it is still fajlion deaf ears.

Otherwise, how to explain today's news in Miami?
City commissioners are poised to approve two naveting
skyscrapers, over 1000 feet tall, in the downtoarecNever
mind that real estate markets are under the hegiriessure, in
a century. The story is featured on the front pafgeéhe Miami
Herald, without a single wisp of concern or doubt.

Taken together: the polar bears, the power outaue,
the hubris of Miami civic leaders and elected ddfis sound
clarion bells for change. The focus for public kfeould be
massive reform of power generation, distributingegation
and supply as closely as possible to the end umktoacon-
sumers.

Elected officials in places like South Florida slib
reject building applications and zoning approvhkt do not
meet the criteria for surviving for long periodssofstained
stress on infrastructure; from power generatiowater supply.
I know, these are big "shoulds".

The polar bear is unlikely to adapt to the pressir
global warming on food supplies. Presumably, wesanart
enough to plan strategies to cope.

It is incredibly foolish to imagine that we wilelim-
mune or wealthy enough to avoid what threatengtiar bear.
You may not be the mother or father
who tells your children, tough luck. But your chigdeh or grand-
children will
experience the costs; they will ask the questionahich 1000
foot tall
skyscrapers in Hurricane Alley will be the heighfally.

Thanks to Rhonda Roff (Another Calusa grastsractivist)



2007 OUTINGS PROGRAM REPORT
CALUSA GROUP OF THE SIERRA CLUB
(Submitted by Outing Chair, Brigita Gahr, another of Calusa’s own grassroots activist)
Scheduled Outings:
Twelve trips were advertised, however, four were cancelled due to the reasons indicated below. The last two trips will
be rescheduled in Spring, 2008.

Date Outing Location/Activity Participan _ t#
Jan. 13 Estero Bay Buffer Hike 15
Feb. 24-25 Fakahatchee Swamp Walk, Camping, Canoeing, Hiking 15
Mar. 18 Big Cypress Hike 13
Apr. 14 Kayak to Cape Romano (cancelled due to lack of participants)

May 26-28 Silver River Camping & Juniper Springs Paddle 12
July 13 Bowditch Beach Walk & Sunset Dinner 5
Aug 11 Kayak Isles of Capri (cancelled due to lack of participants)

Sept. 1 Hickey’'s Creek Area Nature Walk 11
Sept. 15 Coastal Cleanup- Ft. Myers Beach 5
Oct. 7 Fisheating Creek Paddle 15
Oct. 27 Calusa Ghost Tour Paddle & Walk (postponed due to weather)

Nov. 17 Clam Bayou Paddle & Picnic  (cancelled due to lack of participants)
2007 TOTAL = 91
Leader Training:
Joe and Kim Staigner successfully completed the Sierra Club’s Outing Leader 101 Training and Basic First Aid Train-

ing. Additional certified Calusa Group Outing Leaders are Victor Hill and Brigita Gahr.

Rhonda Roff who is our new energy chair.
Welcome Rhonda.
About me: BA Chemistry Rutgers '82 Environna¢ntanalytical chem and project management in NJ
83-89. Defected to the non-profit world when umaldnd unwilling to lie for corporate clients everhem threatened.
NRDC Enforcement Project scientist: brought citizeits under federal environmental statutes. Aatioa of NJ Environmental
Commissions: NJ Public Participation CoordinatarNiy/NJ Harbor Estuary Program. Seminole Tribe lofrida - Water Resource
Management Department: Permitting and Environmdataucation. Save It Now Glades! — president. Miorma family who
(mostly) understands.
Soon, Don Ehatwill be joining us as our new secretary. More alidon will be forthcoming.
With their history as environmental grassroots\é&is and backgrounds they will add a great de#théoCalusa Group. We are all
looking forward to working with such wonderful pdep

e |

af

1‘*‘1‘1"1‘*7‘1"%1‘:‘“‘1“**1‘*1‘*7‘1“1“7‘1"1‘*7"1"1‘*‘1‘%‘*1“*1“1“*%%*1‘*1‘*‘1‘1“1“7‘1“1‘**‘1“1“*

2 T
3 WHO WE ARE X
j; ON THE WEB http://florida.sierraclub.org/calusa :
3: Ellen Peterson Chair 239-995% ecronel@gmail ;
‘7‘ Bobbie Lee Gruninger Vice Chair & Special Events 239-495-5891 bleegruninger@cornoas F

Lori Cloutier Conservation 392992-1565 rosesplus@comcast.net *
# Corey Hyde Flexcom 239-887-0095 cmhjunques@yahoo.com *
A Cindy Kraft Treasurer 239-851-1969 csk.1952 @zl N
* Connie Langmann Publicity 239-694-5513 GAEAKayaks@aol.com *
2 Loren Wieland Newsletter & Membership 239-2671566 Lorenlw@aol.com :
3 Brigita Gahr Outings 239-335Y bbgahr@embargmail.com )

Cullum Hasty Political & ABM Rep. 39-948-8653 cullumhasty@comcast.net +*

Carl Veaux Babcock Rep Z39- 7265 cveaux@aol.com *
# Dave Parton Holton Preserve 239-415-8402 dpart31@aol.com o
:}; Rhonda Roff Energy Chair 863-983-4639 marshmaid @hughes.net 71:
e e e e e e e ol ol o e e e e e ol ol o e e e e e ol ol o e e ol e e ol ol ol ol e ol ol ol ol ol ol ol e o

5



| UPCOMING EVENTS
| Cynthia Barnett,

|

|

|
|Thanks to Pete Quasius |
IA great follow-up to the FGCU/Rookery Bay climateaoge teach-in - a lecture by Cynthia Barnett armater problems. Only :
I room for 200. Free, but reservations requestexhdel email Lori at Collier County Audubon and ket know if you are coming |
:and bring friends. Lori Beall" Ibeall@collierauduhorg :
| |
ICynth|a Barnett, author ofMirage, Florida and the Vanishing Waters of EasternUS. www.amazon.com/Mirage-Florida-
IVanlshmg—Water Eastern/dp/0472115634. Will be &pepat FGCU in Academic Building 5 at 10 AM on Alpt2th. The prol
Igram is co-sponsored by Collier County Audubon &g¢i Audubon of Southwest Florida and FGGU.
I AB 5 is building 21 and parking is available in Kiag Lot 1 and 2. I

"First International Conference on Mining Impactsa the Human and Natural Environments.”
Will be held on Saturday, March 15, 2008 at the EC&harlotte Campus in Punta Gorda from 8;00-4:00
Brought to you by the Responsible Growth Managementoalition.

The conference focuses on adverse impacts frommmuurrently not addressed or evaluated by
regulatory agencies and municipalities, as wellleernatives to mining and approaches for improved
monitoring and evaluation of existing and propos®de sites and mine-related impacts. Thanks to the

volunteer efforts of scientists, other professisraaid citizens, combined with sponsorship by the

organizations below to cover conference costs,diigerence is free and open to the public. This
conference strives to be 100% carbon neutral andcemmentally friendly.
Lunch (pre-ordered or on your own)

The conference is free and open to the public, but on-line reqistration is required. Space is limited and attendance will

be confirmed based on those with the earliest registration dates. If the number of registrants exceeds the capacity of the

conference room, individuals who have not checked in at the registration desk by 8:00 AM the day of the conference will

forfeit their space to late registrants who have checked in at the registration desk by 8:00 AM. On-line registration and
other conference information is available at www.crms.uga.edu/MiningConference.

EARTH DAY 2008

|Plans are well under way for the 2008 Earth Day fes tival. There will be music, Art, Food, free kayakin g rides,
| kid’s activities, environmental presentations and m uch more! The day will end with a drum circle. The drum cir-
:cle is open to the public. This year local Artist Angie Brooks, will be doing a Mandala. She is sett  ing it up so

| anyone who wants to can participate in coloring it in. Angie is also organizing art work for the kids, she will be
| handing out Mandalas on 8 by 10 papers for the kids to color in. These works will be displayed through out the
Iday

|

I We are looking forward to the day. The festival wil | be held at Koreshan State Park on April 19th. It  will start at
1 10:00 am and finish at 3:00 pm. The drum circle wil | start at 4:00 pm after the vendors have broken do  wn. We

I always have the drum circle at the end of the festi  val so folks who have worked the event can relax an  d enjoy it;
:sitting around the Drum circle catching a beat is a great way to end the day.

|

I'We ask everyone to remember to bring a folding chai  r or blanket so they can have a comfortable place t o sit
| while listening to the music through out the day. Bring your appetite, the Lions club will be doing a BBQ and
l For Goodness Sake health food store will be there w ith turkey and veggie wraps too!

| The festival is a great way to find out about local and national environmental issues. Many environme  ntal

I groups will be on hand working booths all day. We will be running environmental presentations back to back
|all day long inside the founder’'s home. As you ente r the festival we will be handing out programs so y ou will

: know which presentations will be running at what ti mes.

| .. . . . .

I Anyone who is interested in helping out for an hour or two is welcome. There is much we can always use help

lwith. If you want to help or have any questions abo ut the day please contact Bobbie Lee at bleegun-
| inger@comcast.net call 495-5891.
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Bobbie Lee Gruninger, Vice. Chair Person / Special ~ Events Coordinator (another Calusa grassroots activ ist). :
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May 16 is Endangered Species Day: Sierra Club  Among Many Co-Sponsors
By Christine Williamson, Chicago Group Conservatioimair, member of Sierra Club’s Wildlife & EndangdrSpecies Committee

May 16 is the third annual U.S. Endangered Spda@sand the timing couldn’t be better.

Not only are birds migrating and prairies, foresisserts, marshes, pastures and parks greeningsakneerica, but many environ-
mentalists remain concerned about last year’s lethie-scenes shenanigans in Washington D.C. amditiqgact on the plight of
endangered animals, plants, birds, insects andagpt

Last year, national media seized on news fromrbpector General’s office that Bush administraqpointee to the De-
partment of the Interior, Julie MacDonald, routineltered scientific research and leaked sensitif@mation to industry groups.
Ms. MacDonald, thankfully, is no longer employedthg department and the Bush administration wasetbto order a review of
the threatened and endangered listing decisiosewdn species including the Canadian Lynx, thef@ala Red-legged Frog and
the Preble’s Meadow Jumping Mouse.

Last March, another leak from the Interior Depa&mitnrevealed that the agency had been busy belisddcdoors drafting
regulations that would seriously undermine key iowns of the Endangered Species Act protections.

The Sierra Club and other environmental groupsaneerned about other actions from the Bush adination, including
the repeal of logging restrictions in Pacific Navdst old-growth forests that are the habitat ofeghdangered Spotted Owl; future
protection for Gray Wolves, Grizzly Bears and Amoari Bison in Yellowstone National Park; and wittvelepment issues in the
Everglades that may adversely affect the impefliedida Panther.

WE LIVE
HERE TOO

Sierra Club Celebrates the Legacy of César Chauea,Tolchin

On the week of March 31st, Sierra Club will joifiesd in the Latino, labor and civil rights commues to honor the
great organizing legacy of César Chavez, who le@ffort to ban dangerous pesticides and foundededrirarm
Workers of America. Events honoring the birthd&yChavez will take place in cities across the coynfrom Los
Angeles, CA to Boise, Idaho and El Paso, Texaserf lwill be marches, parades, rallies, educatiforaims and
public service events in honor of Chavez?s birthday

While he is most known as a prominent labor lea@esar Chavez?s efforts linked the fight for a saue just work-
place with the fight for a safe environment andltiacommunities. Chavez led many ground breakirganizing

efforts to help bring justice to farm workers. the 1980s, Chavez focused on the dangers pestipakes] to farm
workers and the environment. In 1988, he fasted€édays to call attention to "the plague of péddis on our land
and our food." He was joined in the fast by the Regse Jackson, the then Sierra Club Presidehiakli€ischer and
many others. His organizing efforts broke new gibin protecting farm workers from exposure to topesticides
and other injustices.

The effort to honor Chavez will be supported by ynaatino organizations, labor unions and civil figlgroups. The
effort is also backed by GRAMMY® Award winning magiin Carlos Santana, and acclaimed actors Martgeish
and Edward James Olmos who will serve as NatiowaC®Bairs of the effort. According to Evelina Alarg execu-

tive director of César E. Chavez National Holid&dw,jllions of people of all races and nationalitie®re motivated

by César Chavez to join the movement that won mamiah gains for farm workers, civil rights, enviroantal jus-

tice and empowerment of racial minorities, the paad disenfranchised. His legacy is an inspiratioall."
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EPA BLOCKS FLORIDA FROM CUT-
TING VEHICLE POLLUTION

Environment Florida's Newsletter, Feb.

On Dec. 19, Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
Administrator Stephen Johnson announced his decision
to deny California, and sixteen other states including
Florida, the right to implement global warming pollution
standards for cars and trucks-one of the largest and fast-
est growing sources of pollution.

FPL BLASTED FOR SECURITY GAFFE

AT TURKEY POINT
BY JOHN DORSCHNER
Miami Herald

Florida Power & Light is facing $208,000 in federa

fines because firing pins were removed from thepwea of
Wackenhut guards at its Turkey Point nuclear pguent.
The Nuclear Regulatory Commission's announcemeasday
listed four violations: two for "willfully failingto properly
equip" armed guards, one for failing to prompthpart the
incident and the fourth for providing incompleteddnaccurate
information about the incident.

"We don't tolerate this kind of behavior . sald April
Schilpp, a spokeswoman for FPL's nuclear divisioWwe've
been implementing a number of corrective actionB. tie
folks mentioned in the letter no longer work forrkey Point
and won't again."”

Wackenhut, the security firm based in Palm Beach

Gardens, did not respond to a request for comment.
Meanwhile, in Tallahassee, Gov. Charlie Crist amoed he
supported FPL's plans to add new nuclear generatorarkey
Point. "l think it's innovative," Crist said. tHink it's important
to continue to move forward."

The NRC violations were uncovered during agency

inspections in 2006.

In April 2004, the agency reported, FPL failedeto
sure that two armed guards had operable weapoisechrity
officer employed by Wackenhut had intentionally oxed the
firing pins from two weapons, the NRC said. Agermmlicy
requires that nuclear facilities be patrolled byed guards.

In August 2005, FPL again failed to ensure thatrdsidhad
functioning weapons. In that case, a Wackenhutdigant re-
moved and broke a firing pin from a weapon.

Neither FPL nor Wackenhut offered explanations aestay
for why the firing pins were removed.

"The NRC will not tolerate actions of this natlre
Victor McCree, acting regional administrator, saida state-
ment. ““Fortunately, we require multiple layersdeffense for
nuclear power plants. After extensive review oftbcases, the
NRC has concluded that despite the conditions e@fatbapons,

FPL retained the ability to successfully implemtra
plant's protective strategy. The plant was notski because of
the security redundancy we require."

The agency also said that Wackenhut gave inaccaraia-
complete information about the damaged firing @ind also
failed to make that report within an hour.

Schilpp said FPL had taken corrective actionfién t
security organization. While the mistakes were magd@/ack-
enhut

employees, “we believe in strong oversight andrewelti-
mately responsible."

The NRC said it was prohibiting two former Wacken-
hut employees, Jon Brumer and Oscar Aguilar, froonkimg
in NRC-regulated facilities for five years becabsth deliber-
ately violated federal policies by removing thénfiy pins. Bru-
mer was also said to have given an inaccuratenséatieto an
NRC investigator.

Former Wackenhut employee Luis Fernandez and

former FPL employee William Johns went through Heraa-
tive dispute resolution process, which allows thernseek em-
ployment in an NRC-regulated facility again stagtihis sum-
mer. The NRC found that Fernandez had filed ancimate
report and Johns had not filed a report to the @gevithin one
hour, as required.

On the New York Stock Exchange, FPL Group
closed Tuesday at $60.87, down $2.80. Our chairfsen,
Ellen Peterson, suggests by stock and vote!

By Kristina Jackson, Organizer with Sierra Club'sliGf
Mexico Sustainable Fisheries Campaign

Overfishing and careless destruction of habitad an
wildlife in the Gulf of Mexico are jeopardizing tHeture of the
ecosystems found there. Overfishing occurs whemnanstain-
able amount of fish is harvested or destroyed. Hufately,
even with fish management plans in place, manyhchigits
are routinely exceeded and there is little accdaility for
managers to enforce sustainable take levels. Blycattinten-
tional take of fish or wildlife when something elisetargeted,
contributes to these unsustainable catch numbers.

The Gulf of Mexico has unique animals and habitats

of great intrinsic value and economic benefit toreunding
communities. The Gulf is a vitally important souroé U.S.
seafood. Unfortunately, the Gulf suffers from efgeof pollu-
tion and wetland loss. There is additional uncatjaiabout
how climate change will affect the system. Sierhabelieves
we should manage this natural resource with premautvhere
there is a lack of data or understanding we musbrethe side
of greater protection.

The biggest hurdle to ending overfishing of sope-s
cies is that managers have not required colleafoadequate
data on bycatch and its mortality. Without thesenbars, they
cannot create realistic policy to sustain popufetioWhen
catch limits are calculated, failing to account ffigrcatch mor-
tality is failing to end overfishing. Some methaafsreducing
bycatch are gear changes, establishing areas closgshing,
and bycatch quotas that, if exceeded, requireet e fishery
to halt for a set amount of time.

Bycatch is not limited to fish species; sea tgrtima-
rine mammals and sharks are captured and injurddled in
fishing gears. When any species is severely impaitte loss
ripples through the rest of the system. The Guifnca have
healthy ecosystems without big predatory fish Igtearks or
without tiny filter-feeding menhaden. Which of usncbe satis-
fied knowing that we are sacrificing already endaed mega-
fauna like dolphins to discarded fish traps ortsetes to long-
line gear?



The Road To a GOP Minority
By George F. Will, Sunday, February 10, 2008; BO7

LEE COUNTY, Fla. -- Coconut Road near Fort Myers
looks like any other concrete ribbon near housiegetbp-
ments, golf courses and shopping malls in thise'stdtooming
southwest. But like another fragrant slab of regeotk, the
$223 million "Bridge to Nowhere" in Alaska , CocdriRoad
leads to somewhere darkly fascinating. It runsigtainto
Washington's earmark culture of waste, corruptiad anti-
constitutional deviousness.

Today the road ends at a chain-link fence, beyond
which flows the river of traffic on Interstate 7bhe earmark
that would have built an interchange to connectddat Road
to I-75 was, like the bridge, smudged with the érgints of
Alaska's Republican Rep. Don Young, who was chairmf
the House Transportation and Infrastructure Conemitin
2005. But this story involves more than one pditioul-
garian's wretched excesses. It also illustrates Republicans
earned their most recent and coming drubbings.

On July 29, 2005, the House and Senate passesd legi
lation granting Lee County's request for $10 millidor
"widening and improvements for I-75" to facilitaégacuations
during hurricanes. But on Feb. 19, 2005, Young baén in
near Fort Myers, collecting $40,000 in campaignd&inThe
contributors included developer Daniel Aronoff, @lffic sup-
porter of Republicans and owner of about 4,000 saateng
Coconut Road. The value of that land would be eobarif
Coconut Road were connected to I-75 by an interghahat
would be adjacent to 1,200 of Aronoff's acres.

When the legislation reached the president on Aug.
10, 2005, the language about widening I-75 had megsteri-
ously deleted and replaced by "Coconut Rd. intarghd-75/
Lee County." So $10 million was to be spent for@jgrt that
neither the House nor the Senate voted for, thatCeunty did
not want, and that someone unknown wrote intoeheslation.
But the Constitution says: "Every bill . . . shladlve passed the
House of Representatives and the Senate" befdsecibmes
law.

Young at first said that the local House membemn-C
nie Mack, asked for the change. Mack denied tmaflanuary
2006, Young, who subsequently changed his tuneneudatee
County that it could not spend the $10 million floe widening
project it requested. Young says that local resgleequested
the interchange project instead. But many residewtsinclud-
ing the developers who are Young's benefactorsosjit for
environmental and traffic reasons.

There are two mysteries: Who surreptitiously per-
verted the will of Congress? And why is Congress amgry
and eager to identify the culprit? It seems reaskentn suspect
that the answer to the first question is: Younganragent of
his. The answer, or answers, to the second questairably is,
or are: Because Young is powerful -- and perhags bécause
such violations of legislative due process haventmemmitted
on behalf of other members.

Fortunately, Senate rules enable an obdurateiddiv
ual to force the institution to sit up and takeic®t One such
mechanism is a "hold," by which a senator can hahill.
Freshman Sen. Tom Coburn is an Oklahoma Republidan
happily has not learned the Senate ethic of plagingly with
others. He has put a hold on the bill that correethnical
problems in the

2005 highway bill.

On Dec. 18, Coburn announced that he would block
that bill -- and its slew of earmarks; that willtgaembers' at-
tention -- if the bill "does not require a full angen investiga-
tion of the events leading up to the unauthorizedsion of
congressionally passed legislation." Coburn demdadselect
committee, comprised of members of both the Housk%en-
ate," because "secret, improper and unauthorizeages to
congressionally passed legislation call into quasthe integ-
rity of our entire constitutional and legislativeopess."

Seven weeks have passed, and nothing has happened.
Young, 74, one of whose former aides pleaded gtoltyribery
charges involving the jailed lobbyist Jack Abramddfthe sub-

ject of an FBI investigation concerning another teratand

faces strong opposition to a 19th term. Recentlp twore
House Republicans -- the total is now 28 -- annedntheir
retirements, evidence that Republicans do not éxigesoon
end their minority status that began 17 monthg dffte Coco-
nut Road earmark alteration.

In his State of the Union address, President Bush
vowed to veto any appropriation bill "that does mot the
number and cost of earmarks in half." Coburn tamtiyes that
although Congress hardly needs 5,500 earmarkslf-ohkast
year's total -- the president's goal would be m&epublicans
themselves quit earmarking. That fact goes farxjgaén the
Republicans' current and future minority status.

| NEED CLEAN
WATER TO

SIERRA CLUB COMES CLEAN?
PALM BEACH POST, February 11, 2008
By Christine Stapleton

On January 14 the Sierra Club - one of the cotsmtry
oldest environmental organizations - announced thaitner-
ship with Clorox's new line of cleaning product®&y month
earlier, the US Environmental Protection Agency amted
that it fined the Clorox Co. $95,000 for distrimgiillegal dis-
infectants to charities in the Los Angeles area.

Under the deal the Sierra Club's logo will appaa=
new line of eco friendly cleaners from Clorox. riturn, labels
on products will express support for the SierrabCland, ac-
cording to some news reports, pay the Sierra Chuluradis-
closed fee.

Hmmmm. Does this seem kind of weird? The Sierra
Club partnering with the company among the worsporate
polluters according to the 2004 "Dangerous Dozést"dub-
lished by the US Public Interest Research Group“tsl No-
vember 2007 quarterly report, Clorox admits it 28 million
in liability for "certain environmental matters,'ndluding
Superfund clean-ups. | am all for green cleaningdpcts -
especially cheap green cleaning products -whichkethill be.
But this partnership makes me queasy. What wél Sierra
Club do if Clorox makes headlines for an eco-gaffe-God
forbid - a chemical accident? And what next? Wié see a
Greenpeace logo on a can of Chicken of the Se& tiieat do
you think?



Since July 2005, Sierra Club has been organizifgipinput
in the Gulf of Mexico federal fishery managementqass. We
have had some success pursuing the primary goatspobv-
ing the Gulf Council's composition and accountdbpjliand
increasing the effort to reduce bycatch and overfg. Conser-
vation groups have worked on policy for many yeiarghe
Gulf. The Sierra Club is helping to bring more palgarticipa-
tion to the management process and it is makinfferehce.

The Gulf of Mexico is a public resource — akinao
National Park — it should be manadagdall of us andor all of
us, not just for sometimes short-sighted user goMpe hope
you will join us to help protect the Gulf for thetére!

What you can do right now!

Participate in the processWrite, email or call your Governor
and representatives on the Gulf Council.
www.gulfcouncil.org or call 888-833-1844 for contanfor-
mation. Tell them we must decrease bycatch. Asknthe set
science-based catch limits that include bycatabni overfish-
ing.

Buy only sustainable seafoodJse the Monterey Bay
Aquarium lists of sustainably caught or farmed sedf By-
catch and overfishing status are part of theiredat for
“sustainability.” See www.seafoodwatch.org.

Join Sierra Club’s Gulf Sustainable Fisheries listerve. We
will provide you with information and action itemnse you can
make a difference. Contact Kristina Jackson at 3B2-1441

SIERRA CLUB: THE BIG PICTURE

Starting in this issue of th@alusa Digesthe above title wil
signal a story about an exciting new program ooayish-
ment of the National Sierra Club. This issue exasihow the
COOL CITIES program of the Sierra Club is helping {he
U.S. solve global warming. In the summer issuewilbad-
dress the Red Tide program underway in S.W. Florida

Throughout the U.S. more than 400 Cool Cities|fare

acting on the U.S. Mayors Climate Protection Agreetrto
reduce global warming carbon dioxide (§®ollution in their
cities to 7 percent below 1990 levels by 2012.

The three key Cool City strategies are Green \eljic
Fleets, Energy Efficiency, and Renewable Energy.

GREEN VEHICLE SOLUTIONS:  Many

cities are cutting their global warming emissionghwgas-
electric hybrid cars and providing incentives likee parking
to encourage the purchase of hybrids.

ENERGY EFFICIENCY SOLUTIONS:

One of the most cost-effective ways to meet ourgneeeds
is application of current technology to streetigb, traffic
lights, and power for building and industrial fétids.

RENEWABLE ENERGY SOLUTIONS :

Cities across this nation are investing in cleangwable
power like solar and wind energy to lower globalmvang
emissions and create a reliable source of safeegmwn
electricity.

LEARN MORE by going to: www.sieraclub.org/coolcities.
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PUBLIC EMPLOYEES FOR ENVIRON-

MENTAL RESPONSIBILITY
February 20, 2008 Contact: Carol Goldberg
EPA KISSES OFF FLORIDA'S WETLANDS
Developer Sway in EPA Breeds Algal Blooms and Aquef
Contamination
Washington, DC — Overruling its own specialist® th

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is openingdber to a
new wave of mega-developments that will sharphderglor-
ida's already declining water quality, accordingg¢ncy
documents released today by Public Employees fairé&m
mental Responsibility (PEER). In the arrangemERA has
agreed to overlook warnings of more toxic algadmaks,
growing saltwater intrusion and spreading contationeof the
state's fragile groundwater.

In a key concession, EPA has accepted a develdpmen

model that has been criticized for assuming thdlands are a
source of pollution - pollution that can be curgddevelop-
ment. Final approval was delayed in 2003 by thaipuesig-
nation of EPA scientist Bruce Boler in protest.isTled to fur-
ther review of the model, called the Harper mod#eér its
author Harvey Harper.

Although EPA specialists continue to have grawe re
ervations, EPA Southeast Regional Administratomdym
Palmer ordered them to stand aside. EPA's firgluation
was "sanitized" in the words of one staff memberduen the
final, censored technical evaluation raises laegefiags:

"EPA Region 4 cannot verify the conclusions of tiesv state-
wide model....The approach leaves wide room for urger-
pretation with minimal references for such intetatien. This
could result in inaccurate analyses, poor projestghs that do
not achieve pollutant removal targets and ultimatéégraded
water quality.”

"If this is an endorsement what does EPA's disa@iook
like?" asked PEER Executive Director Jeff Ruchjngpthat in
a slew of cases EPA has dropped objections toudsistn of
large tracts of shrinking wetlands, which are pectgd by

law. "EPA has lost the ability to say no, no mattew smelly
the deal."

Central to Florida's approach for green-lightilayel-
opment is using larger and deeper artificial paiedsontain
polluted storm-water runoff from paved areas. Bsitlie and
federal research, however, indicate this methdd ve¢ll short
of meeting minimal water quality standards. Initidd, ex-
perts predict the holding ponds will be prime biagdyrounds
for toxic algal blooms that increasingly plagueestaaters.

Proliferation of the ponds also raises risks dtfrsster
intrusion, a growing threat aggravated by Floridatent
drought. Moreover, deep ponds which require pegiehain-
tenance may taint fresh water aquifers that, inyngarts of the
state, are very near the surface.

At the same time, Palmer has closed EPA's Southwes
Florida office, removed its top expert from Evedga restora-
tion work and repeatedly intervened for developéts.even
testified against EPA for a developer in a crimicade. In one
controversial case, for example, Palmer e-mailsedtaff that
the lawyer/lobbyist for the project "is a friendrafne who is
connected into some VERY high places."

"For all intents and purposes, EPA has ceasedisbiex-lor-
ida," Ruch added.



FHD UPDATE - FLORIDA, THE STATE THAT STILL CAN'T COUNT!

Florida Hometown Democracy
1/18/2008

Its déja vu all over again—the State of Floridh san't or won't count straight! If you've ched the state website, you'll
see that the big shots in Tallahassee have taken tat part of their website which contains outitfn tabulation numbers! They
admit they have screwed up the count, and have kradwout it for over 6 months! And they are now séfig to give an ongoing
count on their website, in violation of their ownles.

In other news, the developers performed theirpleitition drop the other day, dumpihgndreds of thousandsof petitions
onto the supervisors of elections around the &tasm effort to jam up the works so our petitionsnit get counted. The State sent
out a memo saying first come, first served, soSBe¥E's are to count our opponent's petition befars,even though it has not yet
been reviewed by the Florida Supreme Court andyrbef008, they had been sandbagging them and hadibmitted a single peti-
tion.

| believe that the political apparatus is deterdi to do everything in its power to keep Floridantétown Democracy off
the ballot. That being said, we have collected audmitted over 735,000 total petitions. When tletesannounces its final
"number," be prepared not to believe it. Accordinghe philosopher Schopenhauer, all truth padsesigh three stages before
acceptance. First, the truth is ridiculed. Secdnis violently opposed. Finally, the truth iscepted as being self-evident. The
truth is that endless growth is a political deaisibat can be accepted or rejected by the eleetoriatruly believe that Florida
Hometown Democracy will be in the Florida Constiat but right now we are in stage 2.

In the meantime, please-double your effortsand keep sending in petitions!

It ain't over till it's over! Lesley

THE NEWS PRESS EDITORIAL BOARD HAS A DIFFERENT VIEW
From the newsletter editor.
In an article entitled ‘Hometown Democracy’ A Blfta and dated January 31, 2008, the editorialdbegoressed the

view that this change would:

Dictate land use planning by ballot box and woulskenplanning a free-for-all.

Focus on gratifying the immediate needs and wantssidents who may lack a vision for the futureaf community.

Take away accountability from local commissionard aounselors who were elected to make tough dessi

It would hurt poor neighborhoods which would likedge unfavorable projects shifted their way by nadflient and engaged
voters.

It would benefit developers with deep pockets wbold finance a campaign to create a land use chimndgkeemselves.
It would artificially raise the cost of land, magiaffordable housing scarcer.

| have a great deal more faith in voters. | hadi¢hat they are correct in that our land is vemjuable and will only in-
crease in value due to its scarcity caused by usbaawl! and a lack of respect for the future neddsur community. We are cur-
rently living with the mess created by previousitimans who knew where the deep pockets wereHeir tcampaign funds. Land
has a great deal more than just economic value asicxygen, clean air and water, wildlife habitatg just places to get away are
also becoming of much greater value.

SIERRA CLUB OPENS NEW OFFICE IN FORT MYERS

The Sierra Club has opened a new field office imtBaest Florida, conveniently located at The AtrjulB695 College Parkway,
Suite 302 in Fort Myers. The office complex is ltazhat the corner of Winkler and College Parkwathwaimple parking available.

Marti Daltry, Regional Community Organizer for tBgrra Club, is in the office between 9:30 am ar@D5m, Monday through
Friday. She welcomes your visits but asks that galufirst before coming over, as she may be outhefoffice for meetings and
presentations. The office phone numbe2398-425-3466

Marti is involved with the Red Tide and Coastallgtxdn Campaign. At her office, you will find mamgsource materials on this
subject. Marti has an excellent power point prest@r on Coastal Pollution that she gives to ciioups, homeowners associa-
tions, garden clubs and other organizations. If gmiinterested in scheduling a presentation to goaup, please contact her at the

number listed previously or send an email to henaitti.daltry@sierraclub.org
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FLORIDA CLEAN WATER WHISTLE-

BLOWER LAWSUIT FILED — ousted Lab

Manager Cites Corruption by Top State Officials dMaksive
Data Loss

News-HomePress ClipsPeerMedia, Carol Goldberg (263)
7337 January 28, 2008

Tallahassee — Florida’'s program to clean up its wa

ters has been undermined by top state officials tferated
tainted data, destroyed records and ignored fedardi-
pollution rules, according to legal filings postediay by Pub-
lic Employees for Environmental Responsibility (FBE
These and other allegations are detailed in anosim whis-
tleblower lawsuit filed today in state Circuit Coudor Leon
County.

The suit is brought on behalf of Thomas R. White,
scientist with over nineteen years of experiencéhen Florida
Department of Environmental Protection (DEP). Whites the
senior chemist in the DEP’s Port St. Lucie labanatantil he
was terminated one year ago. DEP based its actiamst
White on allegations of data fraud but the ageray een un-
able to identify which particular data were allelyealtered or
how.

headquartered in Palm Beach. The seven countedéttsuit
include negligent supervision on the part of sesiaff within

DEP, illegal destruction of records, misuse ofa#fand denial
of due process.

The lawsuit charges that the failure by DEP torasisl
the deficiencies that White raised compromised shods of
water quality samples and “delayed by years thantlp of
polluted waters in South Florida.”

The filing of the suit was delayed by the contimyi
inaction on White’s original whistleblower complaithat he
filed back in March 2007 with the Florida Commission Hu-
man Relations. By law, the Commission on Human tRela
must investigate whistleblower complaints beforeytiyo to
court. White’'s suit includes the Commission as feigant and
charges it with denial of due process for failingdsue its re-
port within 90 days, as required by law, thus lagwVhite in
limbo since he filed the complaint with the Comrassover
ten months ago.

As relief White is seeking restoration, back payl a
damages. He is represented in this suit by FI®PIEHER Direc-
tor Jerry Phillips, a former DEP enforcement attyrnas well
as by Danielle Joyner-Kelley and Elin Erickson-Mcii#,
both former Assistant State Attorneys, with thenfiof Erick-

White adamantly denies that he had altered arg. dat son-McDaniel & Kelley, P.A.

To the contrary, the suit alleges that he was tieewho blew
the whistle on an array of embarrassing problemse by
improper oversight of laboratory and field operasio The
problems identified by White impeached the intggot South
Florida water quality planning and could disquatifig state for
federal grants subsidizing its clean water program.

White isbut is also suing seven current and fortopr
DEP officials personally, including Pinky Hall, tHeEP In-
spector General, and current and former top officia DEP
Southeast District proceeding against not onliestgencies

ITISUPTO YOU

Inclose check and mail ®ierra Club

[ T — ————— —— — —
| Membership |
| Join today and receive a FREE Sierra Club Gift I
Name |
Address !
| City !
State
| zip |
I Check enclosed, made payableterra Club I
| Master Card  Visa  Am Ex |
Cardholder name I
I Card # Exp.Date I’
MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES !
| caTEGO onn | | DON'T WANT TO BECOME
| INTRODUCTORY $25 | EXTINCT
REGULAR $39 $47
| SUPPORTING $75 $100 |
CONTRIBUTING $150 $175 I
LIFE $1000 $1250 SIERRA CLUB-CALUSA GROUP
I SENIOR $24 $32 | PO BOX 595
STUDENT $24 $32 ESTERO, FL
I LIMITED INCOME $24 $32 I WE'RE ON Tsr?lg%/?/EB VISIT US

P.O. Box 52968 Boulder CO 80322-2968
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SARASOTAATESTING GROUND FOR

SOLAR ENERGY IN FLORIDA
The News Press, February 19, 2008
The Associated Press

Sarasota -- the tracks lead is one a grassy il t
metal box that tells the tale of Florida's firstefg in to com-
mercialize solar energy. The box tracks energputurom the
1200 solar panels on top and old landfill off thege road in
eastern Sarasota County.

Flat as a pancake, like a smooth dance floor thaif
size of a football field, a solar array in RothetghaPark pow-
ered about 20 homes on a sunny morning last month.

The array, connected to the commercial grid lag |
year, was operating only at half capacity. Desji#dmpres-
sive size, the grid is peanuts in the world of ggearoduction.
Sarasota County alone has nearly 220,000 homesd&lmore
than 8.5 million.

Yet Rothenbatch Park is the largest commerciarsol
site in Florida. That could soon change, accordnglorida
power and light. Under pressure from state leadbescom-
pany plans to use Sarasota's test project to lasalgr con-
struction statewide.

Cypress would be built out over the next 15 years.

But, the conservancy of Southwest Florida wangs th
town moved north.

The reason; environmental experts say that mae th
90% of the towns boundaries fall within primary trear habi-
tat. And a large mall with anchor stores similarGoconut
Point in Estero designed to draw residents fromogér the
area would add to the Panthers impact.

"This gives me total heartburn,” said Andrew MCcEI-
waine, Conservancy president and CEO.

McElwaine says that developing Big Cypress at its
planned site would threaten the ability of the pantto sur-
vive. Collier Enterprises vehemently disagrees.

ESTERO BAY MAKES A-LIST
Crist Prioritizes Ecological Projects
Ryan Hiraki, Feb. 27, 2008, The News Press

Tallahassee -- Estero Bay and since the Lee County
wetlands Tuesday made a list of 21 projects tadgietecon-
servation, before a cash shortage potentially arstate land
purchase program in two years. Governor Charlist@nd the
Cabinet approved the highest priority list, whiohludes pro-

At the same time, Governor Charlie Crist wants to jects from the northwest Panhandle to the SpacstGoa

triple the amount of state grant money availabl&éétp home
and business owners install solar panels on theiftaps.

While Crist wants to increase the solar rebateznm
to $10 million next year, that is just a fractioh @alifornia's
$300 million annual commitment. In California 1186 the
energy comes from renewable sources, comparedrldgtida’s
2%.

The governor has created an "energy action team" t

research the issues.

Major policy changes are expected within 12 months

"This is a critical year for the future of energyHlorida," said
Jerry Harness who sits on the governor's actiomtead re-
cently opened an office in Sarasota for the natiedaocacy
group Environmental Defense to lobby on behalfhef state’s
carbon cap. "We're building a momentum and conseffsr
some real game changing policies."

Southwest Florida.

"Estero Bay, like all other bays, is a nursinguyrd
for marine fisheries. Recreation and commercilifig is a
multimillion dollar industry in Southwest Floridal'ee Com-
missioner Ray Judah said, "Estero Bay is impoff@mtour-
ism, and for the quality of life for the residemibo live in the
area and enjoy it." The Estero Bay project inclusks marsh,
mangrove swamps and mud flats along a state aquatserve
and rapidly developing Lee County, to the FloridgpBrtment
of Environmental Protection.

The goal is to buy land that provides a buffet tha
cleanses water to limit pollutants flowing into thay, the
state's first aquatic preserve. Of the 14,358saickentified for
the project, 8364 acres have been purchased.

"With development and everything that's goingron i
that area, it's important to put some of thosedangreserva-

The CEO of Benz Research and Development decidedtion and manage them," said Heather Stanford, prognan-

last year to install solar panels on his busines$s stumbled
across the state rebate program begun by formeei@or Jeb
Bush in 2006.

"It's a numbers game," Benz said. "If you sulzsidt
and make it more affordable then you are manufamjumnore
solar panels and the price comes down."

COLLIER DEBATE BREWS OVER

TOWN, PANTHERS
The News Press, February 24, 2008
By Mary Wozniak

A classic confrontation between the pressure forem
development in Southwest Florida and protectiothefendan-
gered Florida panther is brewing in the corridofgpower in
Collier County.

The showdown will be over a proposed new town of

9000 residences named Big Cypress. Collier Ensaprof
Naples plans to break ground in eastern Collier iBoue-
tween Ava Maria and Golden Gate Estates in 201§. B
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ager with the states DEP’s Coastal and Aquatic Idada\reas
branch. Lee in South Florida Water Management Ritsuifi-
cials are planning to lobby the Legislature to geate $354
million to help cleanse waterways that flow inte thay, which
suffered after hurricane Charlie and Wilma in 2@4d 2005
and from Lake Okeechobee muck that flowed towaedGhlf
Coast. "It's impacted by runoff from the Caloosahag,"
Judah said.

The state Acquisition and Restoration Council pro-
posed the highest priority list, when it becameaappt not all
these 62 projects on the Florida Forever A-list iidae bought
before the programs end in 2010. Another 44 ptsjae on
the list. Florida Forever is the state's primandléduying pro-
gram, and since its inception at the start of theade, almost 2
billion has been spent to protect more than 500a08s of
wildlife habitat, green space and land that buffenssitive
water bodies such as Estero Bay and crucial wesl#mat pro-
vide drinking water. In Southwest Florida, thesslands can
be found east of Interstate 75, part of them an&h§00 acres
in Corkscrew recreation eco-system watershed. eNtwan
45,000 acres remain to be preserved.



March 01, 2008
Dear Fellow Calusa Sierrans,

It's a new year, a new beginning and the execuoremittee of Calusa Group is still optimis-
tic and eager to grasp opportunities when thegaris

Your contribution for 2008 is urgently needed topde the resources we need to fight back
against wealthy special interests, smooth talkomgsaltants and lawyers. Your support will
help with costs of seeking beneficial legislatiesults. It is imperative that we receive your
gift to continue our battles with the potential depers who are plaguing Southwest Florida.

Your past membership and financial support hasdaelp conserve and restore natural ecosys-
tems. We need to continue to work to build a eelnf conservation here in Southwest Flor-
ida for our future and the future of our childr&xcept for a small share to provide the Chap-
ter the funds such as those sent back to Calusackl fights, all of your contributions go to
support the Calusa Group’s goals and priorities.

It sometimes seems unrewarding, meeting after ngeaid development after development,
but the tide seems to be turning. We believe we ladready begun to see it on the state and
federal level. We must work to make it happen onlocal level.

We need to do more in the area of conserving, fegyand encouraging the use of alternative
power sources. We don’t want to stop progressdanveélopment; we want development to be
greener and less destructive and wasteful. We toeexcourage a healthy residential popula-
tion where small businesses can survive and pedpbework in our community can also af-
ford to live in our community. Year 2008 can bgear of meaningful successes here, in
Southwest Florida.

The ongoing commitment of loyal members like youariical to saving our community and
quality of life.

Please mail us your generous gift today!

SIERRA CLUB-CALUSA GROUP
_ PO BOX 595
Sincerely, ESTERO, FL

33928
Ellen Peterson WE'RE ON THE WEB VISIT US

Calusa G rou p Cha|r HTTP://FLORIDA.SIERRACLUB.ORG/CALUSA

14



