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We Speak for Gaia, Deal with It 
EARTH MEANDERS 
 
Earth revolutionaries speaking ecological truth -- the Earth  
is dying and there is just time to save her and us -- and those 
who are willing to take action to ensure those destroying beings  
are stopped, are our best hope for survival 
 
Personal essay by Dr. Glen Barry, glen-
barry@earthmeanders.com  
http://earthmeanders.blogspot.com/  
July 10, 2008 
 
There are very few selflessly telling truth these days. Let  
me. Gaia, the Earth system and provider of humanity's habitat,  
is imploding and ecosystem loss and an inoperable atmosphere  
mean we are moving towards a horrific death for most if not  
all life. Yet, perhaps in the nick of time, there is a new  
breed of environmentalists imbued with a revolutionary spirit  
of action, speaking ecological truth, and willing and able to  
take sufficient action on behalf of Mother Earth. I speak not  
of revolutionary violence at the moment, but profound societal  
and personal transformation adequate to sustain being and  
ourselves. 
 
The way many in the over-developed world live, and to which  
most of the rest aspire, is based upon numerous fundamental  
lies. Democratic consumption cannot provide all everyone 
wants forever (or even much longer). Industrial capitalism bent 
upon endless growth will allow itself to be reformed to steady- 
state sustainability or it will be destroyed -- by revolution  
or its own collapse on a lifeless planet. Working people have  
become slaves for the elites, and if things continue, will  
soon be crushed by ecosystem collapse while the rich continue  
to live well for a while longer. 
 
Those that speak and act upon ecological truths are the  
antidote to global ecocide waged by fat cat financial  
speculators, industrialists and oil men. We are special. Our  
scope of life and love is larger. We are global citizens, and  
our family includes all species, and the Earth herself.  
Without the Earth there is nothing. Too numerous humans  
ravaging ecosystems like locusts are destroying all that is  
sacred -- water, air, land and oceans -- the requirements for  
all life. We know, care and feel, and are better people, the  
model for future humankind. 
 
Ecological revolutionaries are smart and speak scientific and  
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other truths. Those that do not believe in climate change or  
feel the Earth's pain are stupid and dull. We reject  
mainstream environmentalism -- where what is asked for is  
insufficient even if fully achieved -- for a revolutionary  
spirit of ever increasing pressure upon criminal Earth  
destroyers. First we ask, then we protest, then we obstruct  
and perhaps sabotage, and if and when every offer to embrace  
sustainability by the elite has been rejected, we must be  
willing to fight. 

SPECIAL MEETING CHANGES 
 
The Calusa Group  monthly meetings will be held on the 
second Tuesday in September at Happehatchee Center 
8791 Corkscrew Road  Estero and then for the months of 
November, and December at 7:30 PM. on the second 
Thursday. The Center (on Corkscrew)  is about 600 feet 
east of U.S. 41, just opposite of the  entrance to Publix. It is 
on the north side of Corkscrew. If driving from US 75 (exit 
123). Cross the RR tracks and prepare to turn 
right.  Blinker on to slow the traffic behind you.  Pass two 
driveways, turn right onto dirt road.  Call ahead for gate 
code 239-992-5455.  
 
October meeting 2 Tue., 6:30 p.m. we meet at the Unitarian 
Universalist Church, (off Daniels Parkway)-13411 Shire 
Lane, Ft. Myers, FL 33912.  Mr. Wayne Daltry will be do-
ing a special presentation about the politics in the local 
area. 
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Earth Day Festival 2008 
 The Earth Day festival 2008 was awesome! It was a beautiful day and many activities were going on. We would like to 
thank the park staff for doing such a wonderful job the day of the event; it is a real pleasure to work with them every year. We would 
also like to thank Charlotte Harbor NEP for the mini grant they gave us to help with the expenses of the festival, it was greatly ap-
preciated.    The day was a real success. There were many activities for the children. The food, music, free Kayaking rides, wildlife 
photography, art work and environmental presentations attracted many people to the festival. All of the groups did a nice job with 
their booths.     
 There was much environmental education going on. Many folks learned about ways they could help protect the environ-
ment. We look forward to another wonderful event next year if anyone would like to help with any aspect of next year’s festival 
please contact Bobbie Lee at bleegruninger@comcast.net. 
 Bobbie Lee Gruninger 

SOLAR DRYER, are you using yours?  
 
By Kevin O'Connor 
    Alexander Lee is working to rope in out-of-control 
energy costs. So why does he think anyone can do that with a 
clothesline? 
    Back in 1995, Lee was student leader of Middlebury 
College's Environmental Quality club. Worried about the eco-
logical impact of Vermont's two main electrical sources - Hy-
dro-Quebec dams up in Canada and the Vermont Yankee nu-
clear plant down in Vernon - he invited anti-nuclear activist Dr. 
Helen Caldicott to give a speech that, to his surprise, would 
change his life. 
    "If we all did things like hang out our clothes," Caldi-
cott said in one fateful sentence, "we could shut down the nu-
clear industry." 
    That got Lee thinking. One dryer, he knows today, 
eats up to $100 or more in power each year while emitting up 
to a ton of carbon dioxide. Collectively, America's more than 
80 million dryers annually burn 6 to 10 percent of all residen-
tial electricity - second only to refrigerators and the equivalent 
of 30 million tons of coal or the output of the nation's 15 least 
productive nuclear reactors. 
    Lee, 33, sees clotheslines as the solution. But a grow-
ing number of housing complexes and communities, viewing 
them as eyesores that lower property values, have gone so far 
as to ban them. 
    Aiming to change attitudes and laws, Lee founded 
Project Laundry List. What began as a college campaign to 
promote clotheslines has grown into an internationally known 
nonprofit organization "to educate people," according to its 
mission statement, "about how simple lifestyle modifications, 
including air-drying one's clothes, reduce our dependence on 
environmentally and culturally costly energy sources." 

People Of The Earth 
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 These are unsettling questions we must answer. Our 
governments have lived for today; they have made concessions 
for many wealthy companies so they could pollute and destroy 
our natural recourses. Doing our part as individuals is critical.  
    Many concerned people gathered on Saturday, April 
19th at Koreshan State Park to learn about our environment, 
have fun, and enjoy nature. This Annual Earth Day Festival 
raises awareness and educates citizens in what we can do to 
save the planet. I give thanks to the groups and individuals who 
participated and made the festival a huge success. I give special 
thanks to those who had activities for kids. The children are our 
future and they must maintain a connection to the natural 
world. 
    Without a higher consciousness of the children, I fear 
the future of our planet may be doomed. Our generation and 
those of the future have a hard task at hand. Where there is life 
there is hope. Where there is hope, there is a promise of a new 
day. 

Florida Joins Clean Cars Lawsuit 
Environment Florida, summer report. 
 
    In January, the state of California filed a lawsuit, 
seeking to overturn the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency’s (EPA) recent denial of their request to require strict 
greenhouse gas emissions standards for new cars. One month 
later, Secretary of the Florida Department of Environmental 
Protection (DEP), Mike Sole, announced that Florida had 
joined California’s lawsuit. 
  “We have recognized that automobiles are one of the 
major sources of greenhouse gas emissions in Florida, an issue 
that must be addressed to meet the emission reductions identi-
fied by Gov. Crist,” said DEP Secretary Sole. Environment 
Florida couldn’t agree more. 
    Passage of a clean cars program in Florida has been a 
priority for Environment Florida since the summer of 2007. 
However, until California gets the green light from the EPA, 
our state cannot move forward with its own program.  

Preserving Natural Florida, Forever 
The Florida Forever Coalition 

Coalition wins renewal of land-buying program 
Florida has long been one of the fastest-growing states in the 
country. Although the price of growth has been steep, renewal 
of the Florida Forever land-buying program promises to curb 
that cost. 
 
“Sprawling development has carved wildlife habitat into 
smaller and smaller pieces, dividing it by highways or paving 
over it entirely and threatening state symbols like the Florida 
panther and the Florida black bear,” said Environment Flor-
ida’s Holly Binns.        Continued on page 3 
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“Many of Florida’s coastal marshes and barrier islands—home 
to endangered wildlife such as manatees and loggerhead sea 
turtles—have been transformed by golf courses and condomini-
ums.” 
 
To stem this tide, Floridians have taken action to preserve the 
natural beauty and unique ecosystems that drew many of them 
to the state in the first place. Since the late 1960s, Florida has 
funded strong programs to preserve unique natural areas. The 
latest such effort is called Florida Forever. 
 
Florida Forever makes a total of $300 million available for 
conservation purposes each year. Florida Forever has been suc-
cessful in preserving important natural resources, from pristine 
beaches along the panhandle to critically important wetlands in 
south Florida. 
 
Despite these successes, Florida Forever was scheduled to ex-
pire in 2010. In March, Environment Florida launched the Pre-
serve Natural Florida Campaign, a grassroots effort to convince 
Gov. Charlie Crist and state leaders that passage of a successor 
program to Florida Forever should be a top priority. The cam-
paign generated nearly 10,000 postcards and e-mails to the 
governor. 

FERTILIZER PREEMPTION BILL IS 
DEAD- WE CAN BREATHE A LITTLE 
EASIER! 
During the past several weeks, Sierra Club Activists and their 
many allies lobbied to defeat Representative Nelson’s 
“Protection of Urban and Residential Environments and Water 
Act” known to environmentalists as the fertilizer preemption 
bill. Nelson’s bill HB 1267 and Senator Aronberg’s sister bill, 
SB 2352 would impose a “model” ordinance and prevent local 
governments from imposing stricter fertilizer rules unless they 
could prove that they have an impaired water body. If passed, 
this legislation would limit local government’s responsibility to 
restore water quality and to protect their waters from being 
degraded.  
 
The only exemption from this bill would be communities who 
had passed a local ordinance prior to January 15, 2008, such 
as Sanibel  and Sarasota County. Fertilizer ordinances “in pro-
gress” like the one in Lee County, would not be exempt and 
would require consultation with three separate state agencies to 
enact a stronger ordinance. 
 
Fortunately, through the valiant efforts of so many activists 
who sent emails and phone calls to Tallahassee in opposition to 
SB 2352 and HB 1267, Aronberg’s bill was temporarily post-
poned in the last committee it could have been heard in to ad-
vance as a bill, the Senate Committee on Community Affairs. 
Senator Aronberg admitted that  “it’s all over, it’s dead and 
it’s not coming back.” 
 
In the House, Nelson’s companion bill HB 1267 also died; the 
fertilizer preemption bill will not be brought back up in the 
Senate as an amendment to another bill. 
 
Locally, the death of these bills means that local governments  

can move forward with a stronger fertilizer ordinances that are 
similar to ones in our sister communities of Sanibel, City of 
Naples and Sarasota County.  
 
By Phil Compton, Regional Representative 
Sierra Club – Red Tide Campaign 
St. Petersburg Regional Field Office 
And Marti Daltry, Regional Community Organizer, Sierra Club 
– Ft. Myers Office 
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By Craig Pittman, St. Petersburg Times Staff Writer  
Jul 17, 2008 

Five environmental groups filed suit in Tallahassee on Thurs-
day asking a judge to compel the federal government to limit 
the nutrient pollution allowed in storm runoff, which triggers 
harmful algae blooms. The Environmental Protection Agency 
gave Florida a 2004 deadline to set limits for nutrient pollution, 
which the state disregarded, according to the suit. The EPA 
was then supposed to set limits itself but failed to do so. Last 
month, a water treatment plant serving 30,000 people in South-
west Florida was shut down by a toxic blue-green algae bloom 
on the Caloosahatchee River, and similar pollution-fueled 
blooms have wreaked havoc across the state. The suit was filed 
by Earthjustice, which is representing the Florida Wildlife Fed-
eration, Conservancy of Southwest Florida, Environmental 
Confederation of Southwest Florida, St. John's Riverkeeper and 
the Sierra Club. 

Coastal Connection Newsletter from 
Ocean Conservancy 
June 30, 2008 
   Join thousands of volunteers for Ocean Conservancy's 23rd 
International Coastal Cleanup scheduled for Saturday, Sep-
tember 20, at a waterway near you. The cleanup is a celebra-
tion of a year-long effort to prevent trash from dirtying marine 
environments and killing marine life. 
   The cleanup is more than a one-day event -- it's a global 
movement that starts in our own backyards. For more informa-
tion on how you can dive in as a volunteer and start a sea 
change, please visit our web site at http://
www.oceanconservancy.org/site/R?
i=dyQyapHbfPiCWnU616RAMw. 

Ditch the Plastic Bags, it's the Right Thing 
to do  
The Gainesville Sun, Letter to the Editor, July 1, 2008 
        The use of plastic bags for retail or grocery purchases has 
grave implications for our environment. This has been covered 
broadly in the press and is supported by truly staggering statis-
tics that boggle the mind and sadden the heart.  Many want to 
believe that recycling plastic bags is equivalent to opting for 
reusable bags. But common sense and the facts make clear that 
this is as great a folly as selecting plastic in the first place.  It 
costs more to recycle a plastic bag than to make a new one and 
less than 1 percent get recycled anyway. Most end up in the  
             Continued on page 4  
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oceans.  Nonetheless, plastic bags remain the preferred option, 
which leads to a terrible and recurring conclusion about mod-
ern society: We show little to no concern for others or the 
places we inhabit.  
     When society abuses the environment to the detriment of 
the greater good, merely for a trivial convenience, what is a 
person to do? In this case it seems logical to institute a ban on 
the offending material.  But lobbyists for some of our favorite 
companies are a step ahead. In a move to forestall any such 
action, the Florida Legislature recently passed HB 7135 
(403.7033) which prohibits any local government or agency 
from regulating, prohibiting, taxing, or restricting the current 
use of plastic bags, at least until February 2010.  That's right; 
there is a ban on banning plastic bags.  So as hopeless as it 
might be, it remains up to each of us to change.  
     Please, if you are one of those who still eschew the use of 
the widely available, inexpensive, and durable alternatives to 
plastic or paper bags, ask yourself why.  I challenge you to 
come up with an answer that is not offensive to all the other 
people with whom you inhabit the planet.  
Rob Robins. 

Florida Hometown Democracy is an Idea 
Whose Time has Come 
John Hedrick, Jun 23, 2008 
     Below you will find the FHD story on AP which may not 
have run in the New-Press as well as my column. As you can 
see, FHD is very much alive. If you can assist us in forming 
a SW Florida campaign committee for FHD we would appreci-
ate it. Look forward to being in contact with you, John 
     TALLAHASSEE, Fla. (AP) -- The sponsors of a proposed 
state constitutional amendment on growth management sued 
the state in federal court Wednesday to get the citizens initia-
tive on the November ballot.  Florida Hometown Democracy 
missed a new petition-gathering deadline but the lawsuit, filed 
in West Palm Beach, argues the Feb. 1 cutoff violates the U.S. 
Constitution.  There was no rational basis to move up the dead-
line for citizen initiatives from August where it remains for 
amendments offered by the Legislature, said Lesley Blackner, 
who heads Hometown Democracy. "It deprives people of their 
right to associate politically," Blackner said. "The state has got 
to stop this war against citizens' right to amend their constitu-
tion." 
     The Hometown Democracy Amendment would require 
voter approval for changes in local comprehensive plans that 
determine how and where cities and counties grow. Develop-
ment and business interests oppose the measure, arguing it 
would harm Florida's economy. They have pushed for meas-
ures such as the Feb. 1 deadline, placed on the ballot by the 
Legislature and approved by voters in 2004, to make to make it 
more difficult to amend the constitution through the petition 
process. 
     Secretary of State Kurt Browning, Florida's top election 
official, is the defendant in the lawsuit. A spokesman for 
Browning did not immediately return a phone message seeking 
comment.     The suit also alleges differing standards used by 
the 67 county supervisors of elections to verify signatures vio-
lates the petitioners' equal protection rights. 
     Hometown Democracy advocates say they have collected 
more than the 611,009 signatures needed but were denied bal-
lot access because of the early deadline and differing standards. 

counted only 564,558 verified signatures by Feb. 1. Since then 
the number has increased to 595,368 but that doesn't include 
13,182 signatures revoked under a new law. An appellate court 
has invalidated the revocation law, passed at them urging of 
Hometown Democracy opponents, but an appeal to the Florida 
Supreme Court is likely. 
 
Hometown Democracy will win--and soon! 
     The recent filing of a federal lawsuit holds the promise of 
Florida Hometown Democracy (FHD) qualifying for this year's 
election.  Should the court, in essence, order FHD onto the bal-
lot, it will validate what the over 820,000 people who have 

already signed our petitions knowVØhat the people must have 
the power to make major growth decisions directly, because the 
state and local governments have shown no ability to stand up 
to the development industry.  Witness what occurred this last 
legislative session just ended.   
     Not only did the legislators not strengthen growth manage-
ment along the lines pursued by Tom Pelham, head of the De-
partment of Community Affairs, but they actually tried to fur-
ther weaken the rules that guide our state's growth.  Luckily, 
many citizens stood up in a loud voice and said, "no more," and 
these anti-growth management bills died. 
     The FHD initiative has the support of major organizations 
such as Florida Wildlife Federation, Sierra Club, the Humane 
Society of the United States, Environment Florida, Florida 
Public Interest Research Group, Florida Consumer Action Net-
work, Floridians for a Sustainable Population, Clean Water 
Action, Friends of the Everglades, Save the Manatee Club, 
numerous local Audubon Society chapters around the state, as 
well as a tremendous number of local, civic, community and 
coalition organizations. 
     Individual citizens also have shown their support for FHD 
not only through continuously signing petitions, but also con-
tributing individually to the campaign--the Florida Division of 
Elections website lists 2,426 separate contributions from one-
time or multiple-donation individuals.  And I will predict many 
more organizations and individuals will join in this effort now 
that FHD is clearly the only viable method available to citizens 
to rein in runaway growth and start meaningful reform of 
growth management. 
     Why should we be concerned?  Well, if things were left to 
take their own course, the "professional planners" would have 
you think the state can "sustainably" handle another 18 million 
people by 2060.  However, strains on infrastructure, water sup-
plies and the environment show we can't handle what we've got 
now!  And you don't have viable comprehensive plans--the 
land use constitutions that are developed by means of a citizen 
participation process-- if they can be amended at the drop of a 
hat, and amendments given out like candy by local politi-
cians.  With FHD in place, amendments will be a lot fewer, and 
better serve the public interest, as they are supposed to do.   
   Currently, these comprehensive plan amendments end up 
being a "growth tax" on citizens at large, who have to foot the 
bill, in the form of increased property taxes, for the new roads, 
schools and other needs required by the increased population 
and commercial growth.  Impact fees are either nonexistent or 
inadequate                
  
    continued on page 5.  
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By Nathan Crabbe, Sun staff writer 
July 6, 2008   
     A University of Florida plant that would convert sugar cane 
into ethanol will be unaffected by state negotiations to buy U.S. 
Sugar for Everglades restoration, according to those involved 
in the project.  But some environmental advocates question 
whether building the plant is a good idea in the midst of a push 
to return the area to natural conditions. 
     Last month, Gov. Charlie Crist announced an agreement to 
pay an expected $1.75 billion for the operations of the nation's 
largest sugar producer and about 300 square miles of its farm 
land.  The land would be used to restore the flow of water be-
tween Lake Okeechobee and the Everglades.  As part of the 
deal, U.S. Sugar would need to swap some property with fel-
low sugar producer Florida Crystals.  But that company's land 
includes a western Palm Beach County mill, power plant and 
sugar refinery site where UF plans to build an ethanol plant. 
     Florida Crystals spokesman Gaston Cantens said the com-
pany facilities and plant site should be unaffected by the deal.  
"That's our understanding - but you never know with the gov-
ernment," he said. 
     Construction on the ethanol plant is expected to begin by the 
end of this year and be completed in 2009.  The project is being 
funded by $20 million in state money.  UF microbiology pro-
fessor Lonnie Ingram developed the technology, which uses 
genetically engineered E. coli bacteria to convert plant material 
into ethanol.  The plant is intended to show the viability of the 
technique, which UF could then charge other companies to use. 
     Ingram, director of the Florida Center for Renewable 
Chemicals and Fuels, said ethanol will initially be produced 
from the crushed sugar cane stalks left over after juice is ex-
tracted.  The process could eventually use municipal plant 
waste, forest residues and other plants, he said. "I don't think 
I'm going to run out of material for my work," he said. 
     But Archer farmer December McSherry said soil issues in 
the area will make it unsuitable for farming in the next five 
years or so.  McSherry, a member of the national Sierra Club's 
agriculture committee, said the use of water and fertilizer for 
crops used in the process conflict with Everglades restoration.  
"It's the last place to put it," she said. 
     Ingram said the plant is a small demonstration project - pro-
ducing 1 million gallons per year, as compared to corn ethanol 
plants typically producing 100 million gallons.  Much of the 
broth left after the distillation of ethanol will be treated and 
reused within the process, he said.  Any excess water will be 
disposed of using the treatment facilities at the power plant and 
could be used on crops. 
     The technology poses advantages from corn ethanol, he 
said, which has been blamed for rising food prices.  "We don't 
want to compete with food," he said. 
     Taylor County resident Joy Towles Ezell said cellulosic 
ethanol is an improvement over corn ethanol but poses other 
environmental problems.  Ezell, president of the Florida 
League of Conservation Voters, said she's especially concerned 
about the release of genetically modified E. coli into the envi-
ronment. 
     Ingram said E. coli is already used to produce products such 
as health food supplements, medicine and NutraSweet.  The 

process and include an extra step at a high temperature to en-
sure complete destruction, he said. 
     But Ezell said she believes any type of ethanol presents a 
diversion from other renewable energy. She supports the instal-
lation of solar panels on homes for use in powering plug-in 
cars.  "I think solar is the answer in Florida," she said. 
Nathan Crabbe can be reached 338-3176 or 
Nahan.crabble@gvillesun.com 

Hometown democracy, continued from page 4 
 
in nearly every local government.  Citizens also have a right to 
control if, how and when their community develops, not just 
the development industry, and also the right to protect their 
quality of life. 
 
Who doesn't want the citizens to control their destiny?  Try 
these on for size:  the National Association of Homebuilders, 
by far the largest contributor to the opposition at $1.11 mil-
lion.  Other large contributors to FHD opposition efforts are: 
Florida Homebuilders Association, Florida Association of 
Realtors, National Restaurant Association, local Homebuilders 
Associations, U.S. Sugar, Lykes Brothers, A. Duda and Sons, 
Ben Hill Griffin, Inc., Associated Industries of Florida, Associ-
ated Builders and Contractors, AT & T, Florida Transportation 
Builders Association, Holding Company of the Villages and 
Wal-mart .   
 
They'd like business as usual to go on unimpeded notwith-
standing how the public might feel about their plans. And they 
sure wouldn't want their plans to get voted down by those 
pesky citizens, such as what happened to that proposed St. Joe 
Company airport  (er, I mean, the Bay County/Panama City 
international airport).  Unfortunately, the Bay County citizens 
weren't permitted a binding referendum, so the straw ballot 
vote was ignored, and the airport project proceeds, to the tune 
of $331 million, with $90 million from state transportation 
funds. 
 
 We're got the development industry pretty worried.  FHD 
could mean the end of their party, so they are pulling out all the 
stops to keep it off the ballot.   In fact, those who have helped 
crater our economy because of their overbuilding, have also 
caused the initiative process for everyone to become almost 
non-existent.  Just look at this list of changes brought on just to 
slow down or stop FHD:  a 60% vote now to pass a constitu-
tional amendment; deadline for petition submittals moved to 
February 1; now you can't go onto a business property like a 
mall, without permission, to gather signatures; you must be 100 
feet away from the door of a polling place to gather them.   It's 
taken FHD filing suit to stop some of the worst anti-petitioning 
measures, such as signature rescission.    
 
FHD will not stop growth.  Believe it or not, the public can say 
yes on occasion, as shown by votes taken in local governments 
that already either have some local form of FHD or have voted 
on growth issues.   It's just that the public is going to have to be 
convinced that something indeed is in their best interest, not 
just to be beguiled by developer consultants' songs and dances, 
or, heaven forbid, campaign contributions given to them.   
       
             Continued on page 6 
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Where is the Truth in Ethanol Advertis-
ing? 
Union of Concerned Scientists 
     Increasing the fuel economy of our nation’s vehicles is vital 
to addressing rising gas prices and the health and environ-
mental risks of unchecked global warming. But for transporta-
tion to truly become a climate solution, we must also reduce 
the heat-trapping emissions created by the fuels our vehicles 
burn.  
     Unfortunately, this desire for cleaner alternatives to gaso-
line has led to serious misrepresentations around today’s etha-
nol—a biofuel derived primarily from corn in the United 
States. If pursued wisely, biofuels such as ethanol have the 
potential to play a pivotal role in the clean transportation fu-
ture. But when issues such as fertilizer use, energy for process-
ing, and land use are taken into account, gallon for gallon, 
current production methods for corn ethanol could actually 
create more global warming pollution than today’s gasoline. 
Despite these facts, today’s corn ethanol is still being mar-
keted by many producers and automakers as an environmental 
solution.  
     The Federal Trade Commission (FTC) created Green 
Guides in 1992 to protect consumers from misrepresentations 
in environmental advertising, but the guide doesn’t currently 
cover fuel advertising. For the first time in a decade, the FTC 
is reviewing these guides.  
     Please urge FTC Chairman William Kovacic to take 
this opportunity to address the issue of misrepresentations 
in today’s ethanol advertising.  
     Please personalize your letter, as your voice will make 
this action more effective. If you have seen unsubstantiated 
green marketing of ethanol or ethanol-powered vehicles in 
your area, include them in your letter!  http://

WHY WE HAVEN’T GONE SOLAR  
     Yesterday we looked at the tax credits and rebates for mak-
ing energy efficient improvement to your home and the fact 
that DEP has already blown through the rebate money available 
this year.  
     In fact, the Florida solar rebate program has been so suc-
cessful that this year's rebate budget was used to pay applicants 
on a waiting list from last year. Don't blame the DEP - it just 
handles the applications and pays the rebates. Blame Florida 
lawmakers and Governor Crist. 
     In June the Governor signed legislation that provides "full 
cost recovery…for all prudent costs incurred by a provider for 
renewable energy projects that are zero greenhouse gas emit-
ting…" In May, in anticipation of the bill's passage, Florida 
Power & Light petitioned Florida's Public Service Commission 
for "cost recovery" of three solar plants it wants to build in         
Martin and DeSoto counties and Cape Canaveral. 
     The estimated cost: $688 million. Did I mention that Florida 
lawmakers allocated only $5 million in rebates or "cost recov-
ery" for Florida homeowners wanting to go green? 
     FPL is not the only utility seeking "cost recovery" for going 
green. Tampa Electric, Gulf Power and Progress Energy have 
also asked for "cost recovery." However, the rebates they want 
are chump change compared to FPL's $688 million. 
     Basically, the new "cost recovery" program means WE pay 
for utilities to build green power plants, which they will use to  

sell us energy. Huh? Isn't that like me paying Nike to build a 
plant to make running shoes so I can buy expensive running 
shoes from Nike?  
     So, here is my solution. Utilities should only be given re-
bates for a portion of the cost of building green energy plants. 
How about 50 percent. Maybe even 75% - even though you 
should have been building green plants YEARS ago. That 
would leave millions and millions of dollars for rebates for you 
and me to install solar on our homes! 
     Why is it as important for the little folks to get rebates as the 
big utilities? Because it's a heckuva lot cheaper, easier and 
faster for homeowners to install solar than it is for FPL to build 
three solar plants. Think about it. How many Florida homes 
could go off grid if we spent that $688 million on rebates for 
homeowners to install their own solar?  
     Let's do the math. When fully operational, FPL says these 
plants will produce enough electricity to power more than 
15,000 homes. Say it costs $35,000 to outfit your home with 
solar (that is a high estimate but work with me here.) That $688 
million would pay for 19,657 homes to go solar! Wow. Those 
19,657 would NEVER receive an electric bill again!  
     You think I'm nuts? Well, it worked in Germany. The coun-
try boasts half the solar installations on the planet because the 
government has allocated hundreds of millions of dollars for 
HOMEOWNERS to install solar on their homes.  
     Maybe we should take the advice of Albert Einstein: "You 
cannot solve a problem with the same thinking that caused the 
problem." 
Rhonda Roff 

FLORIDA ENVIRONMENTAL EN-
FORCEMENT CONTINUES DOWN-
WARD SLIDE — Municipalities Now Account for 
Half of All Major Pollution Violations 
June 16, 2008, Contact: Carol Goldberg (202) 265-7337 
Public Employees for Environmental Responsibility (PEER) 
     Washington, DC — Despite the green reputation of Gover-
nor Charlie Crist, pollution enforcement in Florida continues to 
decline, according to an analysis of the latest state statistics 
released today by Public Employees for Environmental Re-
sponsibility (PEER). Significantly, municipalities, not corpora-
tions, are more frequently the target of state enforcement ef-
forts. 
     Eleven months ago, on July 18, 2007, Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection (DEP) Secretary Michael Sole unveiled a 
new civil pollution fine schedule, declaring “I want to change 
the idea that ‘penalties are a cost of doing business’ by empha-
sizing the agency’s tough stance against violators.” In the 
months that followed, however, anti-pollution enforcement is 
still dropping. The DEP figures for 2007 show – 

· Assessed civil pollution penalties fell by nearly a quarter 
(23%) in dollar amounts and penalties actually collected de-
clined by one fifth (20%); 

· The number of violations that were, in essence, plea bar-
gained reached an all-time high, with nearly two-thirds (62%) 
of all cases disposed of through “short-form consent orders” 
which require no compliance assurance or follow-up; and 
· While the number of cases referred to the DEP Office of 

General Counsel for enforcement rose, the number of en-
forcement orders dropped by 9%.     Continued on page 7 



7 

Florida Hometown Democracy Continued 
     A salutary side benefit of FHD could be that the electoral 
process will be somewhat less corrupted than before, given that 
the citizens, and not the elected officials, will be making the 
final major growth decisions for the community.  Developers 
will have less reason to lard campaign coffers to keep decision-
makers friendly.  Florida Hometown Democracy is an idea 
whose time has come, and was never needed more than now. 
     John Hedrick has been the point person for the Florida Si-
erra Club on FHD and one of the leaders of the campaign to 
pass the Florida Hometown Democracy amendment. You can 
reach him at johnhedrick13@yahoo.com. 

EPA Ducks Duty to Keep Water Clean 
MIAMI HEROLD, Sun, Jun. 15, 2008  
By CARL HIAASEN 
 
     To showcase its long-standing indifference toward the envi-
ronment, the Bush administration last week announced it will 
not interfere with Florida's practice of pumping polluted farm 
water and suburban runoff into the Everglades and Lake Okee-
chobee.  The ruling is the bureaucratic equivalent of an up-
raised middle digit aimed at all those naive souls who had 
looked to the government as a protector of our threatened wet-
lands and aquifers.  
     Snubbing a 2006 court decision, the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency says it won't require permits for ''transfers'' of 
massive volumes of water, no matter how skuzzy that water is.  
''Clean water permits should focus on water pollution, not wa-
ter movement,'' declared Benjamin Grumbles, one of many 
useless EPA hacks who next year will be out of a job, and not a 
moment too soon.  
     The agency's reasoning for ducking its responsibility is cra-
ven and porous. It claims the federal permit program is de-
signed strictly to stop polluters from trashing waterways -- not 
to prevent dirty waters from being moved into clean waters by 
local governments. Extend this lame logic to a personal level. 
Say someone hands you a bucket of raw sewage. As long as 
you didn't create the sewage yourself, you'd be free to pour it 
into a neighbor's swimming pool.  Intentionally contaminating 
healthy water with polluted water -- regardless of the source -- 
is itself a flagrant act of pollution. Yet the EPA says it can't be 
bothered with regulating such transfers.  
     The Florida case stems from lawsuits initiated by the Mic-
cosukee Tribe and environmental groups against the South 
Florida Water Management District, which pumps billions of 
gallons of water through canals and marshlands.  
Agricultural pollution   
     Flood control and maintaining adequate urban water sup-
plies are the district's priorities, though it is deeply involved in 
numerous Everglades restoration projects. For years, Micco-
sukee leaders have claimed that the agency funnels dangerous 
amounts of agricultural pollution into tribal waters, in violation 
of the federal Clean Water Act. State water managers say they 
need independent authority to move and allocate water for the 
public good -- or at least, their view of what's in the public 
good.  
     The board members are political appointees so, not surpris-
ingly, what's good for sugar tycoons, cattle barons and housing 
development that means uncorking crappy water into Lake 
Okeechobee is often deemed good for the general public. And  

that’s  bad for the Everglades, so be it.  
Cattle dung, fertilizers   
     A few years ago, the issue went to the U.S. Supreme Court, 
which decided that a Broward pumping station could operate 
without a permit. However, the High Court sent the case back 
to federal court in South Florida to deal with the key pollution 
questions. In December 2006, in a second case, U.S. District 
Judge Cecilia Altonaga ruled that by back-pumping billions of 
gallons of farm effluent into Lake Okeechobee, state water 
managers were violating the intent of the Clean Water Act. The 
judge rebuffed the EPA's narrow interpretation of its permitting 
authority, and she also rejected assertions by the South Florida 
Water Management District that it would be too costly and 
complicated to seek federal permission for water transfers.  
     There would be no lawsuits, or debate, if the water being 
transferred were actually clean. Millions of tons of cattle dung 
and fertilizer tend to produce unhealthy lakes, rivers and bays. 
The horrid results of the district's primitive pumping policies 
are most visibly evident during seasons of heavy rain. As soon 
as the floodgates of Lake Okeechobee are opened, huge cas-
cades of nutrient-choked water rush into the St. Lucie water-
way to the east, and the Caloosahatchee River to the west. 
Eventually this crud is swept all the way to the Atlantic and the 
Gulf of Mexico. It's nothing more sophisticated than the delib-
erate flushing of an enormous, fetid toilet.  
     The EPA says the U.S. government's role should focus on 
stopping pollution at its source. Of course, if the agency had 
been doing its job, cane growers and ranchers and municipali-
ties wouldn't have been allowed to drown the Everglades with 
their filthy runoff for all those decades.  
The spineless way out   
     Indeed, if the agency had done its job, the Clean Water Act 
wouldn't be the joke that it is today all around the country.  
The Miccosukee’s probably weren't stunned that, under its cur-
rent leadership, the EPA would take the spineless way out and 
let Florida continue pumping dirty water wherever it pleases.  
As the sun sets on the calamitous presidency of George W. 
Bush, the same government that falsely pledged to help save 
the Everglades now won't lift a finger to make the state stop 
contaminating it.  
      We should have expected no more. 

ENFORCEMENT CONTINUES DOWN-
WARD  
     “The Crist administration has certainly not reversed the 
downturn in environmental enforcement that began at the end 
of the Lawton Chiles tenure and continued declining all 
through the Jeb Bush years,” stated Florida PEER Director, 
Jerry Phillips, a former DEP deputy General Counsel, noting 
that the lost revenue from lower civil penalty assessments and 
collections are aggravating funding shortfalls in DEP, thus fur-
ther reducing resources dedicated to fighting pollution. “It is 
important to look at the actual record rather than the rhetoric of 
the Crist administration. Despite the rhetoric that it no longer    
‘pays to pollute’ in Florida the record suggests the opposite.” 
     One surprising statistic is that county and municipal govern-
ments account for 50% of all cases in which civil penalty as-
sessments met or exceeded $90,000, up from 44% in 2006. The 
majority of those cases were domestic waste cases, signaling 
significant problems with Florida’s infrastructure. 
            Continued  on page 10 
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NICARAGUA’S GONE GLOBAL: AS GOES HER ECOLOGY, SO GO ES HER 
HEALTH.  

      Nicaragua has long been known as the land of lakes and volcanoes, not to mention natural disasters, political strife, and recently, 
extreme poverty. However, she is making some significant gains ecologically, that is, both locally and globally.  
       Nicaragua’s natural beauty makes eco-tourism a promising economic solution. Eco-tourism is beginning to take hold and the 
country is currently receiving huge aid and support from government agencies, non-profit organizations, and individuals, both within 
and outside the country. Nicaragua still has a long journey and her road is filled with bumps and unexpected curves, but its authentic-
ity is what distinguishes it from many Central American countries. The people are gritty yet sincere, perhaps a reflection of her pas-
sionate struggle to realize her potential. Born from that, comes her feisty spirit, along with her natural wonders and cultural tapestry, 
that upon visiting, not only takes you off-the-beaten-path, but also makes you realize it was all worthwhile.  
       In many ways, Nicaragua is a sleeping giant just starting to awaken. Areas that previously have gone largely unexplored and 
unexploited are now gaining international recognition for their valuable ecological contribution. Examples like, Unescos’ Bosawas 
Biosphere Reserve which boasts the second largest rainforest in the Americas, after the Amazon in Brazil as well as Unescos’ San 
Juan River Biosphere, which contains one of the largest tracts of protected tropical rainforest in Nicaragua and harbors a variety of 
ecosystems with great biodiversity; a level that may be unmatched by any other area of the same size in Mesoamerica. Both reserves 
have drawn national and international scientists to conduct research and they have recorded, specifically in the Indio Maíz Reserve 
(San Juan River Biosphere), a total of 143 families, 707 genera, and 1,500 species of flora, findings that highlight the importance 
of conserving this particular area. Organizations like FUNDAR (Fundación Amigos del Río San Juan) with the help of the Critical 
Ecosystem Partnership Fund (CEPF), have developed a strategy to foster financial sustainability of the Rio San Juan Biosphere 
Reserve. However, no matter the amount of recognition Nicaragua is receiving, there is no denying that the environmental strug-
gle today is against global warming, where both developed and underdeveloped countries are under pressure to come up with 
innovative renewable energy alternatives. Equally important are finding alternatives to combat global warming. One of the most 
effective methods of  combating global warming, is through the recycling of Co2 back into our forests instead of directly back 
into our atmosphere. That is, trees and plants naturally up-take Co2 and give-off oxygen. Basically the more we reforest, the 
more up-take of Co2 occurs and the more oxygen that’s produced. Reforestation can curve global warming, and if applied glob-
ally, can give us time to transition to a clean energy economy. 
       Nicaragua’s contribution to taking on global warming lies her potential to reforest areas previously clear-cut. At one time, she 
had forestland covering about 40 percent of her area, however she lost about 20 percent of her forests between 1990 and 2005, much 
of it as a result of cattle ranching and agriculture. Paso Pacífico along with Carbonfund.org, the Climate, Community & Biodi-
versity Alliance (CCBA), and the Rainforest Alliance announced an innovative reforestation project called Return to Forest; 
aimed at combating climate change, conserving biodiversity and supporting local communities in Nicaragua. This project is restoring 
hundreds of acres of moist and dry tropical forest in Central America's most critically endangered ecosystems. Essentially, the Re-
turn to Forest project is reforesting about 1,000 acres (406 hectares) of land in the southwestern region of Nicaragua, while support-
ing local communities and conserving biodiversity. The Rivas Isthmus in southwestern Nicaragua is a rural area that is home to a 
wealth of biodiversity including sea turtles, yellow-naped parrot, and spider monkeys. It is also a region where nearly a quarter of the 
population lives in extreme poverty. Through the planting of some 70 varieties of native tree species, Paso Pacífico and Carbon-
fund.org aim to restore a biological corridor in the region and that will offset the emission of an estimated 170,000 tons of Co2 over 
the next 40 years. The project is part of Rainforest Alliances’ larger battle against global warming; called Climate Change Initia-
tive, this program encourages, forest conservation, reforestation, biodiversity conservation and poverty alleviation in agriculture, 
forestry, and tourism, in organizations in order to reduce their impact and mitigate greenhouse gas emissions.  
        Perhaps one of the biggest programs to date with the most immediate impact is the Parks in Peril program, a collaboration be-
tween the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID), The Nature Conservancy (TNC), and local government and non-
government organizations throughout Latin America and the Caribbean region to safeguard the most important and threatened natu-
ral areas in the hemisphere. By bringing on-site conservation management to 45 critically protected areas since 1990, the Parks in 
Peril campaign has protected 45 million acres in 17 countries. The program operates in threatened national parks and reserves of 
global biological significance and seeks to conserve these imperiled ecosystems by ensuring an institutional presence that provides 
sustainable, on-site management.  
      However, many environmental problems still exist in Nicaragua. For example, Lake Managua is still polluted by human waste-
water, and the government still has not been able to fund her clean-up. Not nearly as polluted but equally threatened is Lake Nicara-
gua, known as Cocibolca or ‘Sweet Sea’.  Lake Nicaragua is the largest and most important source of fresh water in Central Amer-
ica and the second-largest lake in all of Latin America. It has the potential to bring potable water to many of the isthmus's 32 million 
people, half of whom have no access to clean fresh water. But before that potential can be realized, the lake must be saved from the 
state corruption, the international politics, and the unfettered tilapia fisheries commercialization that produces raw sewage equivalent 
to that of a growing human population 
      Our legacy to future generations depends on these programs as well as new more far reaching projects and policies. Organiza-
tions like the Rainforest Alliance, has since 1993, empowered 
children, classrooms, and individuals in finding ways that they can directly support  
projects in tropical countries. Through a project called Adopt-A-Rainforest, individuals or groups can donate to a specific rainforest 
that they chose to adopt. This project differs from other land purchase programs in that if no appropriate land is available, donations 
are used to support ongoing management activities that are crucial to the area’s conservation. Moreover, as part of the Adopt-A- 
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Rainforest project, the Rainforest Alliance Learning site� contains complete lesson plans, stories, presentations, and background 
descriptions of species and on-the-ground conservation projects for kindergarten through eighth grade, in English, Spanish, and Por-
tuguese. The curriculum presents information on forests, wildlife, and local communities, and provides a global perspective on the 
importance of protecting the world's natural resources, while giving students opportunities for direct action.  
      In summary, in today’s world of global energy crisis, global warming, poverty and famine, many world leaders are slowly under-
standing that this industrialized rat race is leading us to a clash with nature on a epic scale. Al Gores’ ‘Inconvenient Truth’  points 
us in the right direction, as does the local projects in Nicaragua. A lot of our disregard for nature seen in many societies as ‘business 
as usual’ just don’t work anymore. We’ve exhausted many of our natural resources and however, you look at it, the choices are clear: 
environmental change will happen, either on our terms or mother-natures terms. At this point we may have some time to choose. 
Beyond this generation it may be too late. The road is long and arduous, but the solutions are ‘do-able’. Let’s get started. 
By Elston Raimundo Chavarria. 
 

 
Florida Public Service Commission Ap-
proves Progress’ New Nuclear Plant 
at Exorbitant Cost to Ratepayers 
Stephen Smith, 865-567-7429 or Sara Barczak, 912-201-0354 
Southern Alliance for Clean Energy, July 15, 2008 
    
     Although it heard that substantial risks exist in the proposal 
to build a nuclear plant in Florida for the first time in thirty 
years, risks compounded by the lack of finality in the design 
and cost of this plant, today, the Florida Public Service Com-
mission (PSC) unanimously approved putting 
     Progress Energy of Florida (PEF) ratepayers on the hook for 
expected rate hikes to pay for two new nuclear reactors on an 
undeveloped site in Levy County. The projected costs of this 
plant exceed $17 billion, with an almost immediate jump in 
consumer rates of $7.53 a month. Consumers will feel this rate 
shock more than seven years before the nuclear plant begins 
operation, if it even operates at all. A FL PSC staff memo is-
sued on July 2, 2008 provided information depicted below on 
the expected monthly bill impact from 2009-2017. 
 
Residential Monthly Bill Impact 
2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 
$7.53 $10.71 $16.77 $15.32 $22.14 $27.63 $36.60 $44.86 
$21.70 
    
     “With their vote today, the Florida Public Service Commis-
sion failed to protect ratepayers from unconscionable risks in 
the modern day energy marketplace. Contrary to traditional 
notions of fairness, consumers are being asked to bear the 
lion’s share of the high economic risk of Progress’ proposed 
reactors in Levy County,” said Stephen Smith, executive direc-
tor of Southern Alliance for Clean Energy. “When people are 
struggling to pay their bills already, it’s hard to believe that 
anyone would vote to make the situation worse by choosing 
such a high cost, big headache option.” 
     Southern Alliance for Clean Energy, a leading energy policy 
organization in Florida and the Southeast, intervened in the 
need determination case arguing that Progress failed to prove 
the need for the new reactors, advocating instead for energy 
saving measures that can reduce global warming pollution, help 
people reduce their electric bills, and also save Florida’s lim-
ited water resources. Nuclear power is the most water-intensive 
energy supply option. The group also supports renewable en-
ergy supplies such as wind and solar that do not pose the myr-
iad of significant problems that nuclear power brings to the 
table. 

Here's The Dirt: Phosphate's Hot 
By TED JACKOVICS 
The Tampa Tribune, May 22, 2008 
 
     TAMPA - Savvy investors know dirt is not sold cheaply 
these days, certainly not the phosphate-laden earth mined for 
fertilizer production. Two companies with phosphate mining 
and phosphate-based fertilizer production in Central Florida 
have become Wall Street favorites in the past year, with shares 
rising 300 percent and more as fertilizer prices soar worldwide. 
The Mosaic Corp. and CF Industries Inc. have benefited as spot 
prices for fertilizer produced in Florida have more than doubled 
from about $250 a ton in 2007. 
     These gains come as worldwide population growth and huge 
investments in grain-based ecofuels in the United States have 
created a growing demand for fertilizer. 
     "It's all really a result of exceptional agriculture environ-
ments," said David Townsend, assistant vice president of pub-
lic affairs for Minnesota-based Mosaic, the world's largest 
phosphate supplier. "Globally and domestically we just are in a 
very strong position to capitalize financially and operationally 
on steps we have taken since the 2004 merger of IMC Global 
and Cargill Crop nutrition." 
     Consider the numbers: 
·An investor who bought just 100 shares of CF Industries at 
$43 a share a year ago now has a stock priced in the mid-
$130s. It's the same at Mosaic, where shares sold at $32 a year 
ago have moved above $120. Stock price trends in recent 
weeks have been relatively flat, perhaps indicating some inves-
tors are cashing out of the wild ride. 
     The International Fertilizer Industry Association reported 
that global phosphate use will have increased 13 percent, or 4.7 
million tons, from 2006 through 2008. That's the equivalent to 
adding a country with the fertilizer demand of United States in 
about three years. 
     Those kinds of numbers mean plenty of rivals. Fertilizer 
producers in the United States face increased competition from 
China and Africa. In 2007, Chinese producers supplied much 
of the increase in global phosphate demand, although they may 
have shorted their domestic customers by 1 million tons, Mo-
saic reported. But there's still plenty of business to go around. 
That includes Florida, where phosphate mining and processing 
have become 24/7 operations. 
     "From our perspective, we are producing phosphate at as 
high a rate as we possibly can to supply our orders," said 
Herschel Morris, CF Industries vice president and general man-
ager in Plant City.  Mosaic owns five mines and three fertilizer 
manufacturing plants in Central Florida, with operations in 
Hillsborough, Polk and Manatee counties that employ 3,300 
people. Illinois-based CF Industries, which employs about 700 
people at a mine in Hardee County and a fertilizer plant north  
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of Plant City in Hillsborough County, reported a greater por-
tion of gains from phosphate-based fertilizer from Central Flor-
ida than nitrogen-based fertilizer from Louisiana and Canada, 
said Chuck Nekvasil, director of public and investor relations 
at the Long Grove, Ill., headquarters. 
     About 20 to 25 percent of CF Industries' Florida fertilizer is 
exported and the remainder supplies domestic sources. One 
significant reason for the demand for fertilizer has been the 
rising demand for ethanol, which is primarily based on corn in 
the United States. CF Industries said core demand for ethanol 
production could increase from 3.1 billion bushels in 2007 to 
4.1 billion bushels in 2008 and 4.45 billion bushels in 2009. 
     CF Industries senior vice president and chief financial offi-
cer Tony Nocchiero explained the basics of fertilizer demand in 
a presentation this month to a Bank of America basic industri-
als conference: 
·It starts with a tight global supply/demand balance for major 
crops. 
·Add strong, sustained new demand from biofuels, such as corn
-based ethanol. 
·To maximize profits, farmers optimize fertilizer application.  
 
ENFORCEMENT CONTINUES DOWNWARD continued 
“Taxpayer-funded entities are simply not complying with Flor-
ida’s environmental laws,” Phillips added. “These enforcement 
numbers are not merely bean counting. By virtually every 
measure, Florida’s water, air and soil quality are deteriorating 
and the enforcement of anti-pollution laws is the way we de-
fend our environment and the legacy we leave to our children.”  

treatment facility. After educating the public on the benefits, a 
vote was taken that resulted in the community agreeing to tax 
itself to help pay for sewage system improvements. More fund-
ing came from tap fees and monthly service fees, and now the 
city is 90 percent finished with its upgrades. 
     Another obvious need is better compliance with our laws. 
FDEP enforcement of wastewater violations should be swift 
and certain, with stiff fines that discourage sloppiness. Morato-
riums on new hookups should kick in when there are chronic 
problems, and when a facility is at capacity. 
     If we are to make any real progress, the state must set higher 
goals for wastewater treatment. Legislators should start by re-
quiring all sewage treatment facilities to be at least advanced 
waste treatment. Nutrient and microbe-laden secondary treat-
ment should become a thing of the past. Our lawmakers should 
also ban all new surface water discharges, and phase out exist-
ing ones. 
     Spills should have better tracking and public notice, espe-
cially if they are a source of beach contamination. During the 
last legislative session, Sen. Mike Bennett, R-Brandenton, 
made a noble attempt to do this, but unfortunately his bill died 
in committee. We hope he will try again next year, and get bet-
ter support. 
     Safe and effective wastewater disposal is not out of our 
reach. But it can only be accomplished if citizens demand it, 
and if there is the political will among decision makers to take 
action. The alternative is for things to only get worse. Raw or 
poorly treated sewage wastewater will continue to pour out of 
leaky pipes, overflowing treatment ponds, and poorly designed 
spray fields, in a steady and increasing flow to the Gulf of 
Mexico, making it Florida's toilet. I don't think anyone wants 
that to be our legacy to future generations. 
Linda Young is director of Clean Water Network of Florida, 
which seeks to protect Florida's springs, wetlands, rivers, estu-
aries and coastal waters. 
 

The Rush To Flush Florida 
By LINDA YOUNG, The Tampa Tribune, August 5, 2008 
      
     While it has slowed down recently, Florida's growth has 
boomed in recent years. Unfortunately, this growth outpaced 
our ability or willingness to address its impacts. Schools, roads, 
water supplies are all strained. And nowhere is this crisis more 
apparent than in Florida's sewage treatment infrastructure. 
      A recent report issued by Clean Water Network of Florida 
( www.cleanwaternetwork-fl.org) provides evidence of serious 
infrastructure dysfunction in many communities along the Gulf 
Coast. Some of the most common problems were: aging sew-
age systems with mechanical and capacity problems; chronic 
spills and leakage of pathogens and untreated or poorly treated 
sewage wastewater; use of poorly treated wastewater in spray 
irrigation systems; groundwater pollution caused by injection 
wells and increased permitting of leak-prone septic tank sys-
tems. 
     To add to the problems, lax enforcement by the Florida De-
partment of Environmental Protection resulted in a situation 
where it is cheaper for municipalities and private treatment-
plant operators to simply pay the fines rather than repair and 
upgrade facilities. 
     Given the fact that Florida's $4 billion to $5 billion a year 
water-related tourism is based upon having clean water in our 
bays, rivers and beach waters, this situation should be of con-
cern to everyone. 
     While funding for infrastructure is always limited, there are 
creative ways to pay for needed upgrades. The city of Sanibel, 
for instance, wanted to remove septic tanks and improve its  

Governor and Cabinet are Overstepping 
their Authority. 
 
Dear, Concerned state officials. Re. overriding of local ordi-
nance by state contrary to state regulations!!!!!! 
      I am writing you today to express my concern that Gover-
nor Crist and other government agencies, who the people of 
the state of Florida entrust to uphold our laws and ordinances, 
are going against the City of Bonita Bay and trying to change 
the intent and detail of the laws and ordinances in existence to 
protect the Bald Eagle nests in their domain.   
     The City of Bonita has constitutional authority to protect 
habitat through the Florida Administrative Code 9J-5 and Flor-
ida Statute 163 the Growth Management Act. They enacted an 
Eagle ordinance based on these principles as granted by the 
legislature. Bald Eagle Management guidelines state that if a 
nest has visibility the buffer should be 660'.  It seems as 
though the Governor and Cabinet are overstepping their au-
thority.  
      Please uphold the ordinances and laws we have elected 
you to defend, and strengthen rather than weaken environ-
mental protections in the face of challenges in our local com-
munities and throughout Florida.   
      Ellen Peterson, chair Calusa Group, Sierra Club 
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Status of Proposed Major Housing and Commercial Developments on Pine Island 

 August 6, 2008     By Phil Buchanan 

    Here follows an updated listing of the subject activities. Items proceeded with an asterisk (*) contain updated information.  Note 
that many of the development orders issued prior to when the Pine Island Plan became effective remain in force, but that many of 
those developments (for various reasons) will never actually be constructed. Note also the continuing and generally successful efforts 
of the Greater Pine Island Civic Association (GPICA) and the Calusa Land Trust in protecting Pine Island.  

*Bocilla Harbor Resort: Prior to the effective date of the Pine Island Plan, Lee County granted a development order to Highpoint 
Tower Technology (owner Bob Gunther) for the construction of a large time share waterfront condominium resort (similar to South 
Seas Resort, but smaller) to be located where the trailer park used to be behind Capt Con’s Restaurant in Bokeelia.  132 mobile 
homes occupied by 270 Pine Islanders were evicted to make way for the complex. The condominium complex will also include a 
hotel, three-story parking garage, large restaurant/bar, and an office building. Lee County also granted a development order for a 
sewer pipeline to be located along and under the bike path from Pine Island Center to Bokeelia to serve the facility. Both develop-
ment orders are contingent on Gunther getting an easement under or along Main Street so he can connect the se sewar line to the 
planned facility. The easement as well as the project resort is strongly opposed by the GPICA and the homeowners along Main 
Street; however, Lee County Utilities appears to be working hard to support the project.  

Bocilla Seaport Marina: Owner Highpoint Tower Technology proposed a large floating marina to be located entirely over the pub-
licly-owned waters of the Charlotte Harbor Aquatic Preserve adjacent to the planned Bocilla Harbor Resort. The project was vigor-
ously opposed by the GPICA. The South Florida Water Management District denied the application and the owner appealed to the 
Circuit Court. 

Calusa Ridge: A development order for several dozen single-family homes was approved by Lee County shortly before the Pine Is-
land Plan went into effect. 

*Ceitus Boat Lift and Berm: The berm separates the waters of the Matlacha Pass Aquatic Preserve from the canals of Northern Cape 
Coral. The berm forces the canal waters and all storm water runoff and other fresh water from the 120 square mile regional water-
shed to filter through the mangroves before reaching the Preserve.  Cape Coral published plans to remove the berm and open North 
Cape waters to direct boater access to Matlacha Pass. The Calusa Land Trust, GPICA, and nine other south Florida environmental 
organizations and individuals brought a legal action to prevent permanent removal of the berm. The case was settled in May 2008 by 
an agreement to allow removal of the berm from its present unsuitable location, but also require either the creation of other suitable 
storm water treatment facilities or replacement of the berm with another one at a better location a few hundred feet to the north A 
final decision as to which will be made by a committee in March, 2009--the Calusa Land Trust and the GPICA are among those or-
ganizations on the committee. 

Cherry Estates: A planned expansion of the St James City community to include some 45 waterfront modular homes is based on de-
velopment orders dating back several decades but still valid.  

Creative Corner: A commercial retail and office complex of some 38,000 square feet to be built on the south side of Pine Island 
Road about ¼ mile east of Stringfellow Road. Will fully comply with Pine Island Plan old Florida (cracker) style building standards. 
Approved by the hearing examiner and the county commissioners with no objections from the GPICA. 

 Cubles Drive: Three acres of mangroves on an eight acre parcel owned by Michael Dreikorn at the east end of Cubles Drive in Bo-
keelia were illegally destroyed to create waterfront house lots in the Matlacha Pass mangrove fringe. The Florida Department of En-
vironmental Protection is charging a violation and will require restoration or fines and mitigation to avoid court action. 

Demere Preserve: A development order (with no objections from the GPICA) was issued for this community of 76 single-family 
homes on Maria Drive. Owned by John Cauthen. This was the first housing development to be fully compliant with the Pine Island 
Plan, which requires extensive green space and reduced density. This development sets the standard for future housing developments 
on Pine Island, and demonstrates that the Pine Island Plan actually works.  

Eagle Lake Estates: A single-family development of 49 home sites on the north side of the St James City Post office. The develop-
ment order was issued several years before the Pine Island Plan took effect. The number of houses and periods of construction were 
restricted to accommodate the eagle pair that nest behind the Post Office in the joint Calusa Land Trust/Lee County Eagle Preserve. 

Harbourwalk Village: A development order was issued for 56 single-family houses, however, the housing slump caused the devel-
oper to reconsider, and he accepted an offer from the Lee County Conservation 20/20 Program (with Calusa Land Trust support) for 
the property. It is now permanently preserved as a portion of the Galt Preserve (one of the largest nature preserves on Pine Island), 
which is located at Stringfellow and York Roads in St James City. 

 HPT Estates: Owner Highpoint Tower Technology has a development order issued (prior to the Pine Island Plan) by Lee County to 
build a huge complex of some 347 houses in the cow pasture across the road from Flamingo Bay. Due to the housing surplus in Lee 
County, the owner is exploring other options, including a possible nature preserve or nature-themed entertainment complex.   
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Lawsuits against Pine Island Plan: A Pine Island developer/large landowner consortium brought an action in Circuit Court charging 
that that all zoning laws and county/city land plans including the Pine Island Plan are unconstitutional. Judge Steinbeck has an-
nounced that she will dismiss the case. A later filed supplementary Bert Harris Act claim by Ed Dean is still in litigation. 

Marina walk: A 10 unit single-family waterfront housing complex north of Froggy’s Restaurant in St James City. The development 
order was grandfathered prior to the effective date of the Pine Island Plan. 

Masters Landing: A proposed housing development by Bob Glennon on the south side of the central sewer facility on Stringfellow 
Road. The proposal was intentionally drawn to be inconsistent with the Pine Island Plan and Lee County Smart Growth principles. It 
was opposed by the GPICA and rejected both by the hearing examiner and the county commissioners (in a 5 to 0 vote with no dis-
cussion).  The proposal was probably drawn as a test case and Glennon may appeal to the circuit court. 

*Orchid Cove Commercial Center (possibly to be later renamed): A shopping complex planned for the large open field next to Pine 
Island Glass/St James Auto on the north side of Pine lsland Road (several hundred feet east of Stringfellow). The plans include a 
Publix supermarket and adjoining retail outlets. The developer has made extensive efforts to make the proposed complex compliant 
with Pine Island Plan commercial (Old Florida) building requirements, but has not yet applied for a development order. Pine Island-
ers will be given a chance to review the plans and vote their preferences at the GPICA meeting on November 4, 2008. 

*Palms at Pine Island: A proposed garden-apartment complex of 64 units (later to be 124 units), allegedly to be used for farm worker 
housing. The applicant is Dr. Russell Weintraub. Originally planned to be built atop the illegally filled-in Willow Lake (see below), 
but moved slightly northward after the wetlands violations were issued. The application for the apartments was vigorously opposed 
by the GPICA and denied by the hearing examiner. The applicant has requested that a special master be appointed to schedule a 
meeting to attempt to reach an agreement between Weintraub and the 100 or so Pine Islanders that opposed the project. The County 
Commissioners will make the final decision. 

*Porpoise Point:  Condominium complex of five buildings approved for construction to be built southwest of the Matlacha Bridge. 
Owner Bob Gleason is currently seeking authority to construct a pier and 20 boat slips to serve the residents.  

Shell Cut Marina: A proposed marina at the south end of a residential canal at 7510 Barrancas Avenue in Bokeelia. The applicant has 
applied to the Army Corps of Engineers for a permit to dredge the canal and construct a 13 slip marina and boat ramp.  The GPICA 
objected to the proposal mainly because the area is completely surrounded by single-family homes, is not zoned for a marina, and the 
canal is only 40 feet wide (perhaps the narrowest canal on Pine Island).  In my opinion, the marina is unlikely to be issued the re-
quired permits. 

Stringfellow 15: Owner Highpoint Tower Technology sought rezoning to build a large warehouse complex, bar/restaurant, and resi-
dential housing at the 15 acre northwest corner of Stringfellow and Barrancas in Bokeelia. The GPICA objected because the proposal 
was incompatible with the single-family neighborhood and all five county commissioners voted against the proposal.  The owner has 
stated an intention to revise and re-file the application. 

Tranquility Bay: A development of some 57 single-family homes to eventually be built at the old Tranquility Bay Airfield (east end 
of Baypoint Road in Bokeelia).  The development order was issued some years ago, but remains valid. 

*Villages at Pine Island: A 480 unit townhouse complex approved by a development order issued in the 1980’s. Located across the 
road from (and just north of) the VFW.  At one point, it was planned as a clothing-optional community (nudie colony), hence the 
huge (and ugly) concrete wall blocking the community from view by the public. The developer now says all that has changed and 
clothing will be required. The GPICA objected to the development because DO’s are valid for only six years, and cannot be renewed 
absent a showing of good faith progress in carrying out the DO (the developer built nothing in 24 years). Lee County agreed and 
building permits were denied. The developer appealed to the Hearing Examiner, who issued a ruling that the development order is 
still valid (the developer claimed to have installed an underground drainage pipe, which he argued was good faith  progress). My 
opinion is that the complex as designed is not marketable, and thus unlikely to be built. If it were built as designed, it would likely 
(in my opinion) become an instant slum. To be marketable, the owner needs to apply for a new development order following modern 
day Pine Island residential development standards. 
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At Koreshan  Sat. Nov 8th  there will here will be a gathering for all Local environmentalists and gro up leaders 
for a round table discussion on OUR ENVIRONMENT AND  THE FUTURE  and pot luck lunch  On Nov 8 .Gather 
at 11AM . 
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FAQ: Offshore  

     Oil Drilling 
With gas prices approaching $5 per gallon and a troubled economy, the American public wants action, and here comes the oil in-
dustry and its allies arguing that the solution is to open up our coasts to offshore oil drilling. Below are answers to some of the 
most common questions. 
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No. Even the Bush administration admits offshore oil drilling will do absolutely nothing to lower gas prices today, tomorrow, or 
even two decades from now.  According to the Energy Information Administration, a branch of the federal Department of Energy, 
it would take at least a decade to bring new leases into production, and twenty years for them to reach peak production. Even then, 
the oil would amount to a drop in the bucket on the world market and would have a negligible effect on gas prices. 
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According to the Department of the Interior, the number of drilling permits on federal lands has doubled in the past five years 
while the price of gas almost tripled. More drilling does not mean lower prices.  In fact, oil and gas companies currently hold 
leases to 68 million acres of federal land and waters -- an area the size of Nevada -- that are producing nothing. Oil production on 
these lands could cut U.S. oil imports by more than one-third. 
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Almost all Americans are affected by high gas prices, and the price of oil has become one of the hottest political issues. Many peo-
ple want action. The oil industry, with the support of right-wing political forces, are exploiting this concern to push for unfettered 
and unregulated access to America's coasts, Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, and wilderness for drilling. If you read the fine print, 
even the oil industry concedes that drilling will not lower gas prices significantly in the short term or long term. But they are gam-
bling that, in a crisis, the fine print gets lost. 
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Data from the Bush administration's Energy Information Administration shows that efficiency measures alone could save far more 
oil than can be found off our coasts.  There are many solutions to our energy crisis, but drilling isn't one of them. By ending subsi-
dies and tax breaks to big oil, we can give tax refunds and low-income energy assistance to hardworking Americans to help offset 
the rising cost of energy. The Sierra Club supports more efficient vehicles, more transit choices, and sustainable biofuels. 
Long-term solutions will pull us out of the energy crisis we're in, create jobs, stimulate our economy, and help fight global warm-
ing. These solutions include:  

· a new generation of cars getting 50 to 100 mpg, with electricity coming from renewable sources 
· liquid fuels from sustainable, cellulosic biofuels from native prairies, grown in places where they don't need fertilizer and pes-
ticides 
· high performance, carbon-neutral new homes and offices, and aggressive retrofitting plans for existing structures 
· low carbon electricity sources like solar, wind, geothermal 
· smart-growth communities where we get much of our transportation energy from our legs and don't need to travel so far to 
work or play 
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Contrary to claims by the oil industry, there is no safe way to drill our coasts. Where there is drilling, there are oil spills. Offshore �
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drilling operations are also vulnerable to storms. The Coast Guard estimates that during Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, roughly 9 mil-
lion gallons of oil were spilled. And the pipelines, development, and infrastructure that come with drilling scar beaches, disrupt ma-
rine life, and undermine coastal tourism and fishing economies.  
 The places Big Oil wants to open to drilling have been deemed so special that Congress and consecutive presidents -- in-
cluding George Bush, Sr. -- have protected them under an Outer Continental Shelf drilling moratorium since 1981. But in July 2008, 
President George W. Bush lifted that moratorium, leaving only one layer of protection for our coasts.  
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 First, we need to embrace common-sense ideas like the Senate leadership's Consumer First Energy Act, which would make 
sure the oil industry is paying its fair share, crack down on speculators, put our economy back on the path to prosperity, help end our 
dangerous dependence on fossil fuels, and fight global warming.  
 We need to use less oil, which means better fuel economy and a shift toward renewable energy. If we break our addiction to 
fossil fuels and shift our national policies toward clean energy like wind and solar power and efficiency measures, we can grow our 
economy and reduce our oil consumption. 
 
A serious national commitment to renewable energy could create more than 800,000 new jobs for American workers, and make us 
more energy independent.  
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SOLAR THE HOT ALTERNATIVE EN-
ERGY 
Fifty one percent of the electricity consumed in Florida is used 
by the residential sector and about 20% of the average residen-
tial electric bill is for heating water. So even after we subtract 
the small percentage of people heating their water with gas, 
waste heat, or solar, we are still using over 8% of the electricity 
produced in Florida to heat water in our homes.   (Keep in 
mind we’re not even including industrial, institutional and 
commercial hot water in that percentage) 
 
There is a fully developed renewable energy technology called 
“Solar Water Heating” that could displace 90% of that conven-
tional energy use with a nonpolluting, zero carbon emitting 
alternative in less than a decade.  Simply put, if every resident 
of Florida used the sun to heat their water, we could reduce our 
total electric consumption in the neighborhood of 7%.  
  
Putting this technology in place would make jobs for armies of 
designers, manufacturers, fabricators, and plumbers all over the 
state.  It would provide economic stimulus to consumers by 
reducing their electric bills by millions of dollars per month.  It 
would reduce carbon emissions by billions of pounds per year. 
And it can all be done with proven technology that been around 
for centuries.    
 
The Florida Public Service commission recently authorized a 
rate increase for consumers of over $17 billion dollars in the 
next 8 years for private utilities to build new nuclear reactors 
that will increase Florida’s electrical grid capacity by less than 
4%. When for $17 billion dollars, we could pretty much buy 
every household in Florida a new solar water heater and have a 
couple of billion dollars left over when we’re done.  
 
So why are Floridian’s putting their own money up front on 
risky nuclear misadventures when there is a much better alter-
native?  There is no question we will need additional energy 
infrastructure in the future as Florida continues to grow but 
what kind of infrastructure do we want.  After all, we’re the 
ones paying for it. Do we want a clean, decentralize, alternative  

energy supply provided by solar thermal technologies? Or do 
we want more conventional capacity and higher electric bills 
from centralized nuclear or coal plant expansions? 
 
It’s time Floridian’s demanded bold and responsible leadership 
to change the way our energy is provided.  The premise put 
forth by purveyors of conventional energy supplies such as 
nuclear, coal, and gas that solar thermal  technologies are not 
ready to meet our needs simply is not the truth.  Solar thermal 
has more potential than any other alternative energy technology 
to cost effectively displace conventional energy sources, espe-
cially in Florida.  The problem isn’t that solar thermal technol-
ogy isn’t fully developed or reliable or even too expensive, but 
that it can’t be centralized and redistributed at a suitable profit 
margin by utility companies. Solar thermal is a very diffuse and 
low grade form of energy and does not lend itself well to large 
scale, concentrating applications for redistribution to consum-
ers. It works best at the point source of use, on your home.   
 
The conventional energy industries aren’t interested in using 
solar thermal to solve our energy problems at the source be-
cause there’s nothing in it for them.  And unfortunately, con-
sumers don’t have the individual resources or the will to affect 
a technology transfer as expensive as switching over to solar 
thermal from conventional electricity.  But meanwhile, the 
Public Service Commission has authorize private utilities to 
bill us up front for the cost of producing new power plants so 
there will be more electricity available for us to buy.  When, 
for less money (our money!), those same energy needs could be 
met  using a clean, renewable resource that would put more 
people to work, more money in consumer’s pockets, and be 
better for the environment.   
By Carter Quinlan 
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OUTINGS REPORT 
Brigita  Gahr 

 
Participants came from as far away as Miami to explore the Panther Refuge on Aug.2nd.  I had to leave town on a family 
emergency, and Joe Staigner was kind enough to step in to serve as outing leader.  Sue Trone, a new leader in training, 
did a good job setting up the outing.  Refuge volunteers led Sierrans through the refuge both on foot and in their swamp 
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Oct. 11, Sat. 5-8 p.m.  Sunset Paddle in Dinkins Ba you (Sanibel Island).  Moderate paddle in a protected area lined 
with mangroves.  You will need your own kayak or canoe.  Limited to 6 vehicles (12 persons max).  Optional dinner after-
wards at Lazy Flamingo’s Restaurant.  Contact outing leader Em at 239-472-8973 or Brigita at bbgahr@embarqmail.com 
to sign up. 
 
Nov. 1, Sat. 9-11 am .   Babcock Ranch Hike (Charlotte County).   Moderate hike on a new 4-mile loop  trail that winds 
through pine-and-palmetto flatwoods, cypress strands and oak hammocks.  Limited to 15 people.  Reserve with Brigita at 
239-337-1857,  bbgahr@embarqmail.com. 
 
�

�

Sierra Club Calusa Group Autumn, 2008 Outings  
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Lee County considers joining Bonita in eagle nest fight 
�
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BONITA SPRINGS — An eagle’s nest in Bonita Springs may draw Lee County into a dispute with Tallahassee. 

Lee County commissioners said Tuesday they’ll consider joining the city in appealing a decision by Gov. Charlie Crist and the Cabi-
net that shrinks a nest protection zone in Bonita Bay.  Of course, if the county’s going to join in the fight, the city first will have to 
continue it. At their Aug. 6 meeting, Bonita Springs City Council members set a two-week deadline to drum up support for continu-
ing the appeal process. 

“It was 4-3 to at least take a look,” Councilwoman Martha Simons said. “I think I’ve raised money for the appeal.”  Simons said the 
issue is about more than a single eagle’s nest.  “The local government should have authority over local wildlife habitat and what it 
wants to have happen in its jurisdiction,” she said. “The governor and Cabinet might have made a political decision. Now we can go 
into the legal realm.” 

The city’s already getting some support.  Nora Demers, an associate professor at FGCU who is secretary of the Responsible Growth 
Management Coalition, said the coalition has written to the governor many times.  “We fully expected the governor’s political Cabi-
net to go along with the lobbyists. If we don’t win on appeal, then home rule is lost,” Demers said. 

Lee Commission Chairman Ray Judah said the county may want to consider adding its voice.  “At first I was somewhat reluctant 
because of jurisdiction,” Judah said. “What concerns me is it may have a bearing on the ultimate restructuring of our own bald eagle 
protection ordinance.” 

The county is trying to rework its own ordinance to go past what the federal and state government now does in protecting bald ea-
gles.  The eagles have become victims of their own success as their population comeback resulted in the species being dropped from 
the endangered species list in 2006. 

The Bonita Bay Group applied to have the protection zone changed surrounding the oldest registered nest in Florida at its Bonita 
Springs community. A long list of regulatory organizations approved the change before the city denied it in 2007.  The developer 
appealed, and on June 29, Bonita Bay Group won the appeal. 

Simons is urging people to put their money where their heart is. She’s raising money for the appeal.  “I strongly feel it you get a de-
cision infringing on local authority, you should at least try to push back,” she said.  Simons asked that supporters send checks to: 

 
NEW REGIONAL CONSERVATION ORGANIZER  
August 11, 2008 
 
Dear Coalition Members and Allies: 
 
Recently I have been promoted to Regional Conservation Organizer, Florida Coastal Protection Campaign. My new duties have ex-
panded to include broader coastal pollution issues in addition to red tide and blue green algae. A very dire threat to Floridians is the 
possibility of the current administration lifting the moratorium on offshore oil drilling in the Gulf of Mexico and off the east coast of 
Florida. As you may have read in the media, recent polls show that a majority of Americans advocate offshore drilling in the mis-
taken belief that such actions would relieve the pain at the pump. This course of action would not lower gas prices but would in-
crease the risk of oil spills and the accompanying negative impacts on our finite and precious water resources, our marine habitat and 
wildlife, and our tourism industry. 
 
I have included some attachments for your review; 1) Miami Herald Editorial – The Drilling Hoax 2) FAQ-Offshore Oil Drilling and 
3) Letter to Members of the Florida Congressional Delegation. 
 
In the coming weeks before Congress reconvenes in September, I need your help in many ways; writing letters to the editor or guest 
opinions, calling and emailing legislators Connie Mack, Tim Mahoney and Mel Martinez. Our elected officials need to stand firm in 
opposition to offshore drilling and to support alternative energy sources. As some of you did when we lobbied our county commis-
sioners, I need you to schedule meetings with our legislators or a member of their staff to express our concerns and our support for 
their implementation of  renewable energy policies that will reduce our dependence on oil and slow global warming. Here is there 
contact information: 
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Representative Tim Mahoney – 941-627-9100 (Pt. Charlotte) 863-471-1813 (Sebring) 
www.mahoney.house.gov 
 
Representative Connie Mack – 239- 573-5837 ( Cape Coral)  239-252-6225 (Naples) 
http://mack.house.gov 
 
Senator Mel Martinez – 239-774-3367 (Naples) 
www.martinez.senate.gov/ 
 
Also, please have your organization sign on the attached Letter to Members of the Florida Congressional Delegation. Let them know 
how extremely important it is to continue to renew the drilling moratorium and to implement a renewable energy policy that will 
reduce our dependence on oil. 
 
Thank you for your efforts in securing Florida’s tomorrows by your environmental action today! 
 
Marti Daltry 
Regional Conservation Organizer 
Florida Coastal Protection Campaign 
Sierra Club – Ft. Myers Office 
8695 College Parkway, Ste. 1342, Fort Myers, FL  33919 
Marty.Daltry@sierraclub.org 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK:  
THIS IS THE NEXT AMERICAN REVOLUTION  
   "We are at a stage in human history that is as monumental as 
changing from a hunter/gatherer society to an agricultural so-
ciety and from an agricultural society to and industrial society.                      
Where we're headed now will be different because we have 
exhausted planetary space and human space for us to continue 
to look at things through the Cartesian measurement of mate-
rial things.  
   We need to face the way we used the world for our gains, 
pleasures, satisfactions. This is the way we evolve to a higher 
stage of humanity. And unless we want to live in terror for the 
rest of our lives, we need to change our view about acquiring 
things. We have the opportunity to take a great leap forward in 
these very challenging times. We need to change our institu-
tions and ourselves. We need to seize opportunities. We need 
to launch our imaginations beyond the thinking of the past. 
We need to discern who we are and expand on our humanness 
and sacredness. That's how we change the world, which hap-
pens because WE will be the change." 
   Dr. Grace Lee Boggs, 93, a long-time Detroit political and 
labor activist, author, and philosopher.  
Source: www.organicconsumers.org/articles/
article_13671.cfm 

REMEMBER 
We are the beauty of Florida 
We have lived here for a very 

long time. 
You are the newcomers. 
We never needed you. 

Now our very existence as a 
species depends upon your ac-

tions! 
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     Membership                            
Join today and receive a FREE Sierra Club Gift 

 
Name_____________________________________________ 
Address___________________________________________ 
City______________________________________________
State__________________     Zip_______________________ 
 
� Check enclosed, made payable to Sierra Club 
� Master Card � Visa � Am Ex 
Cardholder name ____________________________________ 
Card #_____________________________Exp.Date____/
____  

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES 
                                                 INDIVIDUAL                     JOINT 

INTRODUCTORY                    $25    �   
REGULAR   $39    �   $47    �  
SUPPORTING                    $75    �   $100  �  
CONTRIBUTING                    $150  �        $175  �  
LIFE    $1000�                       $1250�  
SENIOR                     $24    �   $32    �  
STUDENT                    $24    �   $32    �  
LIMITED INCOME                    $24    �                   $32    �  
Enclose check and mail to Sierra Club 
P.O. Box 52968 Boulder CO 80322-2968  
Calusa Group 3303 

SIERRA CLUB-CALUSA GROUP 
PO BOX 595 
ESTERO, FL 

33928 
WE’RE ON THE WEB VISIT US 

HTTP://FLORIDA.SIERRACLUB.ORG/CALUSA 

 WHO WE ARE 
ON THE WEB http://florida.sierraclub.org/calusa 

 
Ellen Peterson         Chair              239-992-5455          ecrone1@gmail  
Bobbie Lee Gruninger Vice Chair & Special Events     239-495-5891                 bleegruninger@comcast.net 
Lori Cloutier     Conservation                    239-992-1565               rosesplus@comcast.net 
           YOU?     Flexcom               
    YOU?     Treasurer             
             YOU?     Secretary    
Connie Langmann        Publicity  & Website                     239-694-5513                GAEAKayaks@aol.com 
Loren Wieland         Newsletter & Membership          239-2671566                  Lorenlw@aol.com 
Brigita Gahr         Outings              239-337-1857           bbgahr@earthlink.net 
    YOU?             Political & ABM Rep.            
Carl Veaux                    Babcock Rep   239-549- 7265           cveaux@aol.com 
Rhonda Roff     Co-Energy Chair  863-983-4639          marshmaid@hughes.net  
Carter Quillen     Co-Energy Chair  423-737-5527               twowheelinguy@yhoo.com 

Favorite web site 
Al Gore,7/17/08 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dt9wZloG97U 

BOARD POSITIONS OPEN 
   Elections for new board members are coming up in Decem-
ber.  As you can see above we have a few vacancies.  If you 
are interested in expanding your life and becoming involved in 
protecting our planet at such a crucial time in the history of 
humanity, please come to a meeting and volunteer your skills. 
   We would be very happy to have you join our merry band of 
Earth Keepers 

NATIONAL’S SHENANIGANS LEAD 
TO RESIGNATIONS 
Most of us appreciate good leadership and shun poor leader-
ship, that is exactly what is happening to the Calusa Group.  
After the sellout of national on the Babcock Ranch, selling the 
Sierra name to the Clorox Company, and removing the Florida 
executive committee and placing the chapter in suspension, 
thus taking over Florida, four board members have resigned.  
Sierra is no longer a grassroots organization.  We will certainly 
miss Corey Hyde, Dave Parton, Cullum Hasty, and Cindy 
Kraft. 


