Explore, Enjoy and Protect the Planet

Summer, 200

JOIN US AT OUR MEETINGS

The first Thursday of each month,-6:30 PM at Tinitétian Universalist Church, (off Daniels Parkwdy411 Shire Lane, Ft. Myers, FL 33912

For information callLoren (239) 267-1566

CUUD NEWS

FEDERAL REPORT COULD HALT COCO-

NUT ROAD EXTENSION
By Charlie Whitehead
Tuesday, April 17, 2007

A preliminary review of plans for an Interstate 75
interchange at Coconut Road has federal agendgisgaed
flags. Reviewers from the U.S. Army Corps of Emrgirs say
in a draft Efficient Transportation Decision Makirgport that
the effect on wetlands and habitat east of thestdte are un-
acceptable, and no road should be allowed on thtesite.
“These areas have valuable wildlife habitat, wegéeharge,
listed species habitat and other functions,” widaten Fellows
of the Army Corps. “My suggestion is to eliminake teast
side.”

The report is a screening process that bringgééde
and state agencies into the planning process &avlyged out
projects unlikely to be permitted. Numerous revidysagen-
cies such as the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Serviceriéia Fish
and Wildlife Conservation Commission, Florida Depant of
Environmental Protection, U.S. Environmental Procec
Agency and Army Corps already have raised “subistidmion-
cerns.

The Army Corps’ review of secondary and cumulative
effects of the project, though, rose to the le¥el tpotential
dispute or dispute resolution. "That's defineganrt as a pro-
ject that “does not conform to agency statutorynenents
and will not be permitted.”

The proposed interchange has been discussed for
years but heated up last year when a $10 milliomaigk
popped up in the federal budget. Local legislatiisavowed
any knowledge, but some pointed to the influenceanf-time
Naples resident Daniel Aronoff, who owns hundredaones
east of the interstate.

Environmentalists decried the potential impact and
local elected officials said political influenceoshdn’t trump
local planning. The Lee Metropolitan Planning Origation
finally added at least a study of the issue ttomg-range
plans, with a formal study, more detailed thanEffecient
Transportation Decision Making report, slated f002.
Maybe. Brian Raimondo, the MPO planner who workihwi
those reports, said he's seen a red flag deraijegt entirely.
“It's a stop sign,” he said. “It's going to defiely stop every-
thing from going any further. Until they do someitpiabout
that, nothing’s going to happen.”

Bonita Springs Councilman Ben Nelson, who advo-
cated the interchange study before the Metropoianning

who advocated the interchange study before thedgetitan
Planning Organization as a way to relieve trafficBonita
Beach Road and other area roads, said the wettamdgrn is
no surprise.

“l assumed as much,” he said. “Anybody who knovesalrea,
and I've trekked around there all my life, knowatth

COAL PLANT OPPOSITION GROWS
By Kristi E. Swartz , Palm Beach Post Staff Writer
Friday, March 23, 2007

The bumps in the road for Florida Power & Light
Co.'s proposed coal-fired power plant in Glades dplare
becoming a little more frequent. The Sierra Club. and three
other environmental groups have told state utitigulators
that if FPL conserved more energy, it wouldn't héwebuild
the plant, or any other, in 2013.

Also, a small group of local residents is accusing
Glades County commissioners of doctoring land-us# zon-
ing ordinances without telling the public to pawe tway for
FPL's plant. And Gov. Charlie Crist recently talde Palm
Beach Post editorial board that he's "very unexcited" abdnat t
suite of coal plants planned for Florida over tlestrlO years,
including FPL's, which would be near the Evergladas area
he's vowed to clean up. "I'd rather not do it latlal rather
have solar, I'd rather have nuclear, I'd ratheehawd power,"
Crist said.

FPL said in September that it wants to build antwi
980-megawatt coal-fired power plant about 5 milesthhwest
of Moore Haven on 5,000 acres of roughed-up sugae ¢and
owned by Tampa-based Lykes Brothers. The utilitgame
holding open houses in Glades County at that pdiRl
spokeswoman Pat Davis said.

But it's what happened in the preceding month$ tha
five county residents don't like. Represented ey ®akland,
Calif.-based environmental nonprofit law firm Equstice, the

NON-PROFIT ORG.
US POSTAGE PAID
Estero, FL
33928
POSTAL PERMIT
#20




residents are suing the Glades County Commissaying it

rezoned 400,000 acres to allow for a power plametduilt but
never properly told the public. "We're saying iffisient no-

tice was provided," said Monica Reimer, an attormefarth-
justice's Florida office in Tallahassee. "We'reiagkthat the
circuit court tell Glades County it cannot rely mpohanges
made to the zoning plan that were done with an aper proc-
ess."

FPL, owned by Juno Beach-based FPL Group Inc.

(NYSE: FPL, $61.10), and Lykes Brothers are not edin the
suit. But the residents allege that they and GlaGesnty
struck a deal to doctor the land-use and zoningnarttes to
make it easier for FPL to build a plant. Assist@ounty Ad-
ministrator Larry Hilton says that's not true. Thad is zoned
for agricultural use, Hilton said, but "in our corapensive
plan, it allows us to approve power plants. It sageer plants
and prisons." Hilton said that change was mad203, long
before FPL was talking to Glades County.

The residents also are challenging the zoning- ordi
nances in a separate land-use hearing with the'stdminis-
trative hearings office. A hearing in Moore Haveasasched-
uled for next Monday, but FPL has asked that itmimved to
June because of a scheduling conflict.

FPL originally wanted to build the coal plant, whi
will use "ultra-supercritical" pulverized-coal teddlogy, in St.
Lucie County, but commissioners there voted it down

Michael Gross, an Earthjustice attorney represgnti
the environmental groups challenging FPL's reqbeftre the
service commission, said that if the utility expaddts pro-
grams that encourage consumers to save electraitglant
wouldn't be needed. "The end-user efficiency mow could
totally eliminate the need for these plants," Greesl.

COURT BACKS ENVIRONMENTALISTS ON

POWER PLANT CLEANUP

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS, April 2, 2007
WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Supreme Court gave a boost
Monday to a federal clean air initiative aimedatfng utili-
ties to install pollution control equipment on agicoal-fired
power plants. In a unanimous decision, the justicéed
against Duke Energy Corp. in a lawsuit broughthey €linton
administration, part of a massive enforcement effmgeting
more than a dozen utilities.

Most companies settled with the government, bwt se
eral Clinton-era cases involving more than two dogewer
plants in the South and the Midwest are still pagdirhe re-
maining suits demand fines for past pollution fh&vied in
full would run into billions of dollars. The jusgs ruled that
the 4th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in Richmohf@,., over-
stepped its authority by implicitly invalidating H@nonmental
Protection Agency regulations in a way that favdpedke. The
case now returns to the lower courts. The appeaid's deci-
sion "seems to us too far a stretch," JusticedD@weuter wrote.

The enforcement program is aimed at reducing power

plant emissions of nitrogen oxide and sulfur diexidat con-
tribute to smog and acid rain. Sulfur dioxide is teading
cause of acid rain. The utility industry has loegisted install-
ing costly pollution controls under the programeaiNew
Source Review. It waged vigorous campaigns agéiespro-
gram starting in the 1980s and more recently bilibgtit out
with regulators when sued in federal courts.

Greenhouse gases are air pollutants under the land
mark environmental law, Justice John Paul Stevaitkis his
majority opinion. The court's four conservativetjoes --
Chief Justice John Roberts and Justices Samuel, Aliitonin
Scalia and Clarence Thomas -- dissented.

The court had three questions before it. Do stades
the right to sue the EPA to challenge its decisibo@s the
Clean Air Act give EPA the authority to regulatégge emis-
sions of greenhouse gases? Does EPA have thetitinanet
to regulate those emissions? The court said ydetéirst two
guestions. On the third, it ordered EPA to re-eat#lits con-
tention it has the discretion not to regulate tp#gpemissions.
The court said the agency has so far providedwndry list" of
reasons that include foreign policy considerationke major-
ity said the agency must tie its rationale moreselp to the
Clean Air Act.

The lawsuit was filed by 12 states and 13 environ-
mental groups that had grown frustrated by the Bagshini-
stration's inaction on global warming.

OCEAN CONSERVANCY'S OCEAN AC-

TION NETWORK Urgent action needed

In early June, the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Manage-
ment Council will finally vote on their long-termanage-
ment measures for red snapper. Your efforts haea In-
strumental in getting the Gulf Council this far dnslant to
personally thank you on behalf of all of us at Qc€anser-
vancy!

However, we are not out of the woods yet. And so
we need your help once again to make sure the @Guificil
approves a plan that will once and for all put sadpper on
the road to recovery. So | come to you with a Edee-
quest. Please send in a personal, hand writtiar letting
our fishery managers know they must act now tmrested
snapper to healthy levels. While sending an edwék
count as an official comment, and as such is ingpdyhand
written letters convey a personal sentiment thdsagktra
weight. Deadline for these comments is May 31, 2007

If you are able to write a letter send it in.ytfu are
unable to that's OK. You can still make your vdieard by
clicking the link below to send an email. Agaim, lmehalf of
Ocean Conservancy, thank you so much for your passid
dedication to ocean conservation. Send to:

Gulf of Mexico fishery Management Council,

203 N. Lois Ave, Suite 1100, Tampa, FL 33607
Www.oceanconservancy.org/site/R?i=-N4SaAUK180aMOF-
efhUPA

Bill Blome, Gulf Region Outreach and Constituencgiv

ager, Ocean Conservancy

Improving Protections for Shore Dependent

Wildlife SB 1472Sen. Burt Saunders

Audubon of Florida advocate, 5/4/2007

Coastal armoring is the practice of installing tesreld struc-
tures (such as sea walls) on our beaches andioeasti an
attempt to allay or direct the natural erosion aodretion proc-
esses of our beaches. The practice is both expgeaniV fleet-
ing, and can render the habitat unsuitable to nspegies of
conservation concern including shorebirds and @wea t

tles. Through the committee process, this bill easntually
amended to make armoring permit requirements faman
proven armoring technology.




“The Mangrove Gathering”
Meetings monthly on the second Fridayrom 7:30to 10 p.m.
Entertainment: the music &osie Emery “An Environmental Troubadour”
sponsored b harlotte Harbor National Estuary Program
For people who care about the Earth ... a placed@kre ... with live
music, healthy drinks & snacks and all of the coirtecal information on SW Florida environmentappanings!
At “The Mangrove Gathering” you can find answers to your questions,
express comments and opinions or check the caléadapcoming environmental meetings and eventarip environmental
concerns and solutions is the framework of the inpriThe Mangrove Gathering” blends both information and entertainmgnt
into an evening that goes beyond consciousnesagats give long-time and newly made friends opsi®o become involved firs
hand with the Earth and all its life.

“The Mangrove Gathering” takes place at:
The Support Services Facility at Rutenberg Park
(the former Rutenberg Library)
6490 South Pointe Blvd.
between College Parkway and Cypress Lake Boulevard

HOW MANY MEMBERS DOES THE FLORIDA CHAPTER OF THE SI ERRA CLUB HAVE?

As of the 4/02/07 MUIR update, we have 28,957 mensHips - with expiration dates greater than 3/8120004 of those
are joint, so the current members = 31,961. Of smut,892 memberships ( 103 joints) expired on/B/Band a fair number of
those will have renewed before very long, raistmgiumber to around 33,000 +. Your Calusa grogplBaO0 plus.

John S. Glenn, Membership Chair, Florida Chapterr&iClub

WE HAVE DONE IT AGAIN BUT BETTER
The earth day event was a huge success. Therequabanvironmental education and fun for all. Thesze many kids activiti
including a 50 foot whale to walk through and atpcod the planet art contest. The local musiciahs wame out to play we
wonderfull There were environmental presentatiamning all day inside the founders home, among tAaninconvenient Trut
is one. The vendors doing the food put out quispread as always. The park staff was nothing sifaatvesome to work wit
They do an excellent job every year. The locatthiad beautiful work on display. Everyone enjoyfeel free Kayaking rides. T
drum circle that ended the day was mesmerizingkidéav over 1500 people came out although the finaht has not been talliej.
The Sierra club took in 1,200.00 worth of procesddar (there is still more money coming in fronngers.) This money will g
along way in helping with environmental work logall This is just a short summary of another greatheday festival. We lo
forward to seeing you all next year.
Bobbie Lee

TODAY IS EARTH DAY, APRIL 22, 2007
As I sit looking out at the grounds of beautiful Koreshen State park, I can still feel the magic in the air of
the Earth Day festival held here yesterday. I reflect on the event, thinking about all of the dedicated peo-
ple who came together to make this local festival a huge success.

There are so many special people living amond as honored to be able to work with them each yelaite putting
together our local Earth Day festival. | can g8kl and hear the memorizing rhythms of the drurosfthe drumming circle th
ended the day yesterday. | remember smiling aekdd around the giant drumming circle. | saw peajlall ages and races, o
many faces! Everyone was having such an awesonge tltris interesting to think about how we all @minto the world in muc
the same way. It is interesting to think about hevlive our lives. What separates one from anotieénat will we do while wi
are here? Will we make a difference in our world® We have a sense of all that is to come and kméhwat we must do to he
protect our fragile eco-system?

Will we as a human race be able to accept thé &bbut the condition of our planet, although iais “Inconvenien
Truth?” We must all join forces and make the neagschanges so our planet will be sustainabléutoire generations. We wil
only have one opportunity to do this. The time basie to decide the fate of Mother Earth, wise plagand many changes m{st
come swiftly. We must think globally and act Idgal

To revisit the Earth Day celebration please gthi® web site and watch the video:
http://www.naplesnews.com/news/2007/apr/21/estero_hosts_earth_day festival_help_save_planet/
Earth day festival coordinator
Vice Chairperson Sierra Club, Calusa group
Bobbie Lee Gruninger, Bonita Springs, FL

—




ADOPT-A- TREE VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Adopt-A-Tree is an exciting new project supportadtire Calusa Group of the Sierra Club, the Holtao-Breserve, and
the Cocolobo Chapter of the Native Plant Socialye are currently seeking volunteers to assist with effort. The mission of
Adopt-A-Tree is to enhance the joy children andrtparents gain from exploring and caring for theatural environment. The
fulfillment of our mission begins with tree plargims an avenue for stimulating curiosity, concera action in support of our na-
tive habitat. Childhood experiences that lead limve of nature is the first step in the child depéng earth-friendly attitudes. After
attending a project orientation and learning albicags, children will have the opportunity to adaptl plant a native tree. Follow up
educational activities are also incorporated irtics tprogram. If you are interested in volunteeripéease contact Dave at
dpart31@aol.com, 239-415-8402 or Brigita at bbgada@link.net, 239-337-1857.You can also help witontribution. A twenty
dollar donation will provide a tree for a child aclopt and plant. Checks can be mailed to Adoptr#eT13411 Shire Lane, Fort
Myers FL 33912.

HATS OFF TO OUR FEATURED BOARD MEMBER

Dave Parton
David Parton's love affair with trees started digaafter his birth in a logging town on the Oregomast. Retired from teaching
about social processes in children, he leads awodlinteer staff which is developing the Holton He@serve. His role for the
Calusa Group is to facilitate development of thepEA-Tree program, a family oriented tree plantprggram for elementary age
children. The program will launch around Earth 207 under the sponsored of the Calusa GroupeofStarra Club, the Coc-

coloba Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Soc#aty the Holton Eco-Preserve (www.holtonecopreseetk.

OUT MY FRONT DOOR

| have the, sort of, privilege of watching a towaste
cleanup, unfortunately, right out my front doot.séems there
is a push on for gas stations to clean up their praperties
where they have been spilling fuel into the grouathw for
years and years. This is occurring at one ga®stdirectly
out by front door where the tanks were installedL@98 but
have leaked ever since. Also, next door is a €ikclthat has
gasoline for sale and their tanks have not beelaceg in the
25 years that | have lived here. One can only im@adow
much fuel has been poured into our aquifer.

Though as obnoxious as this may seem to be for a

frontal view from my home, | have learned a gresdldvhile
watching the 21st century mechanical dinosaursr dfteir
prey. First of all the soil that they dig up ra&kiwith fumes is
hauled to a burning site to rid it of contaminaatsl reused as
fill. The groundwater that seeps into the holesytllig is
pumped out and run through a filtering system tbaves the
affluent smelling clean when | sit down wind ofviith my
wheelchair. | do not appreciate the pump runnitignight
except in the most environmentally aware termsl oAlthe
materials they remove such as concrete and asmieaiaken to
a recycling facility where the reinforcement Remaremoved
and everything is recycled.

There is more to this recycling story. | have mved
men who have come by the sight where these buidang also
being redone who were removing anything that theay recy-
cle such as copper, aluminum, brass, nuts and, baitd
screws. This is labor-intensive and only done Iy ¢lderly
who are retired and trying to live off of their SacSecurity
benefits yet able enough to do the labor.

| would like all of my readers to feel assuredt ttings
is an extremely positive step for Florida. Unfowdtely, | do
not know the legal formalities that are forcing afl the gas
stations in Florida to finally clean up their méms, it is being
done. Peace, quiet and sleep may be in my fufline. Editor

AN IMPORTANT VICTORY FOR CLEAN

WATER!
Bob Parker, executive director Earth Justice
Earthjustice has been fighting a decision by the. brmy

Corps of Engineers to allow the dumping of toxiénimg
waste into the beautiful and pristine Lower Slateke near
Juneau, Alaska. The Ninth Circuit Court of Appeialsued a
ruling in our favor that may set an important precedent for
protecting water nationwide. The court's ruling says in no
uncertain terms that that the Clean Water Act igdhimining
companies from dumping toxic wastewater into the
lakes. Earthjustice will work to extend that rgjito protect
lakes, streams and rivers across the United Stdfidss could
possibly affect the way coal is mined in Appalacara with
luck the building of more coal power plants.) Bdg note.

GOOD NEWS FOR OUR WATERWAYS

Dear Fellow Floridian: April 2, 2007
Earlier this week, a key U.S. Senate panel pastdtithat
would pay for two big river cleanups essentialgstoring our
precious Florida Everglades.

The Senate’s Environment and Public Works Commifee
proved a broad Water Resources Development Act (WRD
bill including funding for our top two prioritiesleanups of the
Indian River Lagoon estuary in southeast Florida e Pica-
yune Strand estuary in eastern Collier County.

And, last week, a key House panel also passed a AMRID
containing money for cleanup of the two estuatiesact,
Florida fares well in both the Senate and Houds.bil addi-
tion to the river cleanups, there is a total obfiRon for a
dozen water-related projects in the Sunshine Staléowing is
a list of Florida projects funded in the Senaté bil

* Picayune Strand Ecosystem Restoration, Collier Goun
$362,260,000

* Miami Harbor: $125,270,000
* Everglades Ecosystem Restoration: $95,000,000

* Seminole Water Conservation: $30,000,000

The next step is for the full Senate and full Hotes
take up their respective WRDA bills. | know you egmwith
Senator Martinez and me that we cannot continukekay
when it comes to cleaning up one of the most ingmibodies
of water in the world. With your support, this cdide the year
Washington gets off the dime.
Sincerely, Bill Nelson, U.S. Senator



OF COURSE THERE HAS TO BE SOME BAD NEWS SORRY

BILL ADD-ON EASES WETLAND RESTRIC-

TIONS
Tallahassee Demaocrat, 4/27/2007

A Naples developer barred from building a $4.5 mi
lion marina on the Caloosahatchee River could gadiwith
the project under a provision added to a bill ia fimal days of
the legislative session. Rep. Trudi Williams, RtRdyers,
added the proposal earlier this week to a bill @8 that
would make it easier to get wetlands permits fap shalls and
other projects on fewer than 5 acres. Rep. Willitwas very
frequently submitted bad legislation that is conttta the pro-
tection of Florida’s environment. "These legistatare taking
up our water recharge areas and now they're hethiagpe-
cial interest get a marina, despite the impact anatees. They
just don't get it," said Susie Caplowe, a lobbfgsthe Florida
Chapter of the Sierra Club. It may do great goad/fu to
contact Ms. Williams and express your concerns.

The amendment does not mention the project by
name but was pushed by a lobbyist who representsdtde-
veloper, Donald Epler and his business, Hancock Bige
Marina.

The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commis
sion denied Epler permission in February to exgaad®8-slip
marina on Hancock Creek by adding 352 dry-storéige.s

Regulators cited aerial and satellite surveys shga
high manatee population and 27 manatee deaths from
"watercraft-related causes," within a five-maelius between
April 1974 and September 2006.

Lobbyist Frank Mathews said the legislation merely
fixes a "glitch" in a bill last year that streamald wetlands per-
mitting but somehow let his client's project faltdugh the
cracks. "It was an omission," Matthews said, agidhat the
commission decision would ban all new marinas enriver
despite last year's compromise.

An identical bill (SB 2082) in the Senate consaihe
same amendment and both are expected to pass kmionak-
ers adjourn May 4. The legislation would limit galiloat traf-
fic from Epler's marina to 15 percent of his steragpacity, or
about 50 boats. That's 13 more than approved byCoesmty in
2005. The county allowed the development becawsexpan-
sion was requested before the county adopted
a manatee protection plan.

Epler said he does not want special treatmesit f@ir
treatment for a project he has been pursuing €668!!!

Epler said he has $4 million worth of steel sittingdrampa
while his costs mount. "I think it's importantthe state and
Lee County," he said. "We might as well hangaosign that
says we do not want more boats in Florida. Therenmental-
ists would have everybody go out of business."

Big marina off Bokeelia sought
But critics say it endangers environment

A marina larger than four football fields could bein the
future for Charlotte Harbor near Bokeelia on Pine Island.
Brought to us by Robert Gunther, owner of Highpdiatver
Technology Inc., applied to the South Florida Walanage-
ment District to build a marina at the end of aistig 300-

foot fishing pier.

The developer has Lee County approval to build Bo-
keelia Harbor Resort on about 8 acres that useé tuccupied
by a mobile home park. The new plans show Boca®rt
Marina extending more than another 120 yards irtarlotte
Harbor off Main Street at the northern tip of tekand. The
marina width would extend 150 yards to the left &0d/ards
to the right of the present pier viewed from thergh With
dimensions like that, the marina could take up &4846,000
square feet in the green and azure water for hvattidengths
as long as 70 feet.

"We still need our conservation waters," said Bl
chanan, Pine Island's St. James City resident avidoeamen-
talist. "I think it would ruin the aquatic preseraed the pollu-
tion would be terrible. It would ruin the seagrassesay noth-
ing about the fish and the manatees." "The proposatha
appears to adversely impact the Charlotte Harbarafiq Pre-
serve and its natural resources," stated a Mardbt22 sent to
the developer's representatives, Morris-Depew Aases Inc.
of Fort Myers. The marina doesn't seem to meetjairement
that it is in the public interest. Asking for a mima redesign to
avoid adverse impacts on sea grasses, other subdneegeta-
tion and manatees, the letter gives the developeia$s from
the letter's date to reply or the application Wwél denied.

"We would like to hear from anyone interested in
commenting about the marina," said Susan M. Sandpokes-
woman for the water agency. The next step coulscheduling
public hearings, Sanders said. The marina renzaprsject
separate from the resort Gunther has received tetonbuild.
That project ran into local opposition three yesge but was
approved by Lee County commissioners. In the agdracom-
missioners allowed the demolition of 134 mobile lesmt the
site behind Capt'n Cons restaurant. The last wemotshed
and disposed of about three years ago.

The plans to build Bokeelia Harbor Resort callZa@r
residential condos in 22 buildings, a clubhouskE2-aoom ho-
tel, a swimming pool, an office and a three-staaykng ga-
rage at the back bay side of the island from tloppsed ma-
rina. The popular Capt'n Cons restaurant, fouridd®09,
faces an uncertain future. A historic site, it aatrie torn
down. The present owners lease from Gunther's coypa
That company received permits to build an approiea
20,000-square-foot restaurant and bar to seatTi®employ-
ees at Capt'n Cons feel uncertain about theirdutuBut their
feelings run deeper. "My husband is a fifth getieraBo-
keelia man," said Margaret Darna, 43, a cook atéstaurant.
"I've lived here all my life. What they are doirgjust too
much for our island. They are destroying the amt®Bathe
reason people come here."

MANATEES MAY LOSE ENDANGERED SPE-
CIES PROTECTIONS

Planned Reclassification Comes as Mammals' DeattsRa
Record High By Peter Whoriskey

Washington Post Staff Writer

Sunday, April 8, 2007; 5:14 PM

MIAMI, April 8 -- The Florida manatee, this staté'speriled
environmental icon, last year suffered its mostndikyear on
record. Of a population of about 3,200, at |dd$ died in
2006, the highest number of deaths recorded ire3@sy



of statistics. Many of the manatee deaths restilted colli-
sions with boat propellers.

MANATEES' STATUS DETACHED FROM

GOALS OF RECOVERY PLAN

By CRAIG PITTMAN

Tampabay.Com, Published April 15, 2007
Federal officials say they wanted "flexibility."

Six years ago a panel of scientists labored toecom
with a list of criteria for determining whether nzees had
rebounded and were no longer endangered. Butdbdéd-
life officials loosened the criteria in the nameflekibility.

Manatees haven't even met the flexible critemiach
less the more stringent ones. Yet last week, ti$ Eish and
Wildlife Service recommended manatees be downgré&ded
endangered to threatened. Experts on the Endah§pexies
Act say it's not against the law for the agencigtmre the offi-
cial criteria in a species' recovery plan. Bututrsisual. The
wildlife service "has always taken the view thataeery plans
and their criteria are not legally binding requiets," said
attorney Michael Bean, author of The Evolution aftignal
Wildlife Law. He pointed out a 1996 federal cousse over
Florida panthers in which a judge ruled that recpyans are
"for guidance purposes only."

University of Idaho law professor Dale Goble, co-
editor of The Endangered Species Act at Thirtyeadr
"Recovery plans are not legally enforceable; theyaalvi-
sory." What is unprecedented is changing the stafta spe-
cies that hasn't met any recovery plan goals, BednGoble
said.

This isn't the agency's first controversial moweolv-
ing reclassifying an endangered species withoutingpés
criteria. In December the wildlife service proposidpping
the West Virginia northern flying squirrel off thist entirely,
even though critics say the agency has no idearhamy squir-
rels there are. "This is part of a pattern byRreh and Wild-
life Service to ignore recovery plans and goodrsme’ said
Judy Robb of the Save Our Squirrels Coalition.

Six years ago a panel of scientists labored toecom
with a list of criteria for determining whether nzees had
rebounded and were no longer endangered. Butdbdéd-
life officials loosened the criteria in the nameflekibility.
Manatees haven't even met the flexible criteriachmass the
more stringent ones. Yet last week, the U.S. RehWildlife
Service recommended manatees be downgraded froamend
gered to threatened. Experts on the EndangeredeSpct
say it's not against the law for the agency to igribe official
criteria in a species' recovery plan. But it's wals

The wildlife service "has always taken the vidwatt
recovery plans and their criteria are not legaihding require-
ments," said attorney Michael Bean, author of Thel&ion of
National Wildlife Law. He pointed out a 1996 federaurt
case over Florida panthers in which a judge rubed tecovery
plans are "for guidance purposes only." Universitjdaho
law professor Dale Goble, co-editor of The Endaede&pe-
cies Act at Thirty, agreed: "Recovery plans arelegélly en-
forceable; they are advisory."

What is unprecedented is changing the statuspéa
cies that hasn't met any recovery plan goals, BeanGoble
said. This isn't the agency's first controversiale involving

reclassifying an endangered species without meésrgite-
ria. In December the wildlife service proposed ghiog the
West Virginia northern flying squirrel off the lisntirely, even
though critics say the agency has no idea how regayrels
there are."This is part of a pattern by the Fish and Wildlife
Service to ignore recovery plans and good sciencesaid
Judy Robb of the Save Our Squirrels Coalition.

NICE LEGACY DECISION MAKERS ....

2722 murdered tortoises, wonder if this is something they
will tell the grandchildren. Can Lee County stop this Tor-
toise murder or will they develop even more until we

are unsustainable and the tortoise endangered?

Lori Cloutier, conservation chair.

This is tragic. We are working on it for our

area?
Lee County 2722 tortoises killed

Hendry 12
Boward 12
Sarasota 1433
Collier 1447
Charlotte 1168

HOW ABOUT SOME GOOD NEWS?

LEGISLATURE ORDERS AND EMPOWERS
LAKE OKEECHOBEE AND ESTUARY RE-

COVERY

Audubon of Florida Advocate,5/4/2007

SB 392 (Sen. Burt Saunders, R-Naples)

HB 197 (Rep. Richard Machek, D-Delray Beach)

These two bills together will provide for real restoration of
beleaguered Lake Okeechobee and its estuaries. The
first, SB 392, designhates the Northern Everglades and
sets up a planning and funding process to meet pollution
cleanup and water management targets for the Lake and
for the Caloosahatchee and St. Lucie estuaries. The new
rules to limit polluted stormwater runoff from new devel-
opment. Together with $100 million in new funding pro-
vided in the General Appropriations Act, these two pieces
of legislation move Lake Okeechobee and the estuaries
much closer to ecological health. Sen. Burt Saunders
deserves a special thank you for delivering on his
promise to legislate a solution to the stormwater r un-
off problem.

YOU ARE THE ANSWER
If any of these situations strike home with youegde
you or make you angry please take action. There dot
of places on the Internet where you can make ardiff
ence. You can also call, write, or e-mail the Goue,
you're federal senators and representatives, ytate s
senators and representatives, City Councilmen, and
County commissioners. Become involved. It is el
of us to take part in turning our earth into a sanstain-
able place to live.



Sierra Club Activist Outings Highlight Adventure an d Advocacy

By Vicky Hoover

The Sierra Club national outings program featureg\eral special trips each year that inform partiaipts about the issues sur-
rounding their particular trip and train them on hw to advocate effectively for the relevant campaigkVilderness and other
preservation campaigns are the chief focus for 2G0%even activist trips, headed for West Virginilaska, California, Utah,
New Mexico, Washington, and Nevada.

Brooks Range on a Budget: Eric Rorer’s June 10-28dkpacking trip in Western Alaska’s contested Natad Petroleum Reserve
is filled, with a waiting list.(Trip 07014A $1,375)

Walk Among Giants in California’s Sequoia Nationd&lonument. June 17-23, studies management problemshis new Monu-
ment proclaimed by President Clinton. Learn thegwing threats to these unique big trees and thaiosystem, on day hikes with
veteran leaders Cal and Letty French and former @&Club president Joe Fontaine. (Trip 07191A $395)

Rafting and activism, in Dinosaur Nation MonumenhiUtah is a family activist adventure from July ® 1 that brings kids too
into figuring out why we care so much about saviligild Utah’s dazzling landscapes. Join leader Patitzr on the historic Green
River. (Trip 07261A $855/$755 child)

Wild in the Wide Open Wild Sky, backpacking in Wasbton State, Aug. 15-21, studies the recently walblicized Wild Sky
Wilderness campaign. Participants will enjoy traibnd views in designated wilderness and candidatmas in the heart of the
Mount-Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest. (Trip 07125 $495)

Valle Vidal Service and Advocacy, July 22-29, foegson New Mexico issues of public land protectidoin leader Gene Gold-
berg and local volunteer Norma McCallan in sceni@y hiking plus two novel service projects, for traind river restoration.
Northern New Mexico’s Valle Vidal—the Valley of Lé—has just gained some protection from proposedasil gas drilling.
(Trip 07315A, $525)

Eastern Nevada’'s Wild Heights, September 1-9. Laadéhite Pine County has jut won landmark wilderneskesignation for
many of its beautiful wild mountain ranges, all tolittle-known, that leader Melinda Goodwater shargsgth you. Besides a brief
visit to Great Basin National Park, this remarkabtep, while mostly scenic day hikes with car campi features a two-day trav-
erse of the dramatic High Schells with an overnighckpack. Mt Grafton and the Egan Range, and pb$githe Highland
Range, are other memorable destinations, Learn savhéhe complexities of Nevada wilderness politi€Brip # 07196A, $495)

To learn about some partial scholarships availalite bringing qualified activists to these advocatyps, contact activist outings
chair Vicky Hoover (vicky.hoover@SierraClub.org(4B57-5527.)

Sierra Club Calusa Group Summer Outings

All participants are required to sign a liability waiver on Sierra Club outings (Www.sierraclub.org/
outings/nationalparticipantforms/waver.asp) . Unless a fee is noted, suggested voluntary donations
for outings are $3 for Sierra Club members/ $5 non-members.

July 13, Fri, 6:30 p.m. Bowditch Beach (Fort Myers  Beach) Walk and Sunset Dinner- Meet us for a one hour walk
along the Gulf of Mexico followed by dinner & sunset at a beachfront restaurant. What could be more enjoyable on a
summer’s eve? Bring water. Contact Brigita at 239-337-1857 or bbahr@earthlink.net to sign up and find out where to
meet. No participant limit- the more, the merrier!

Aug. 11, Sat. 9 a.m. Kayak Isles of Capri (Marco Is land area) Explore the backwaters off Isles of Capri in a kayak.
Bring your own or rent one from the local outfitter. We'll paddle into Johnson Bay and head north until we agree to turn
around and head back to Sea Oat Island or another nearby stop for lunch. Chances are we'll see ospreys, manatees,
dolphins and other wildlife as we take a leisurely paddle. We'll then return to the Capri Fish House to relax and go our
separate ways. The trip is open to kayakers of all skill levels. However, you must be able to make a wet entry and exit.
Per Sierra Club policy, every must wear lifejacket. Limited to 10 participants. Costs for kayak rentals TBA. Call outing
leader Victor Hill at 239-438-5286 for details and trip packet.

Sept. 1, Sat. 8-10 a.m. Hike near Hickey’'s Creek (E ast of Fort Myers). Join us for a 2-mile leisurely walk through an
oak and cabbage palm hammock that borders a cypress swamp. Long pants and closed-toe shoes are suggested, as
we will not be following an established trail. Bring at least one quart of water, sunscreen, and a hat. Limited to 15 par-
ticipants. Reserve with Joe at 239-265-8485, frogandbutterfly@earthlink.net or Brigita at 239-337-1857,
bbgahr@earthlink.net.
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WHAT DOES THE CALUSA GROUP DO?

We have a strong fundraising program as well &srg active outings program. We have presentedynpaograms for
education at our monthly meetings including howbést utilize solar energy for water heating purpasehomes and bio fueled
autos. Our yearly Earth Day celebration continioegrow larger each year. Our political represivdas highly respected and in-
volved throughout the area. Representativesattgamy other organizational meetings such as tB6 20mmitteethe local plan-
ning Agency in Bonita Springs, the Sierra Floridee&utive Committee, the Responsible Growth Manager@®alition, Save It
Now Glades, Save Our Creek, and the Agency forBagagement. Environmental educational program®&ageing in the public
schools.

Our conservation chair is largely responsibledetting a paid employee hired by the national Sienganization to work
on red tide. A sister group working in Port Chadds dealing with phosphate mining. There is i weformative web page man-
aged by one of our chairs who also does all ofpulnlicity for various events and activities. We aupporting the Holton Eco Pre-
serve. The Babcock Ranch project, that we stilloggp is kept under the eye of one of our board reesnbOur newsletter goes out
quarterly to all of our members and is distributédther events.

We also have monies available to hire lawyersriogbsuit when necessary in any appropriate stmatiThere is a solar
energy project underway to function throughoutgtate of Florida that will make the Moore Havenldoad power plant unneces-
sary. Supporting many other organizations in teérts in Southwest Florida is another of ourdiions. We are in constant con-
tact with our legislators in cities, counties, #dtate, and nationally. Not bad work for 10 peopléere is still plenty of room for

youl!
WE CARE!
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY!I \AAAAAA A A A A A A A A A A AAAA A/
The Calusa Group of the Sierra Club is seekingpa P ¥ VOLUNTEERS WELCOME \ 4

gram Chair to coordinate educational programs torgeneral @ to the board 4
membership meetings the first Thursday of each mortt is 4 L
an easy task and you can solicit program ideas fgienra @ AAré you seeking a mission, want to become‘"
Club members. It merely requires contacting padépresent- ¢ Volved in a useful cause? Volunteer some tigne
ers, providing a brief program description to o@wsletter ¢ and energy.

editor and webmaster, and introducing the speakérghe ¥

monthly meetings. If you cannot attend every nmegtiar- . .

rangements can be made for a board member to utteothe 4 Ha\{e leadership skills? Become our new
speaker. Please contact Calusa Group Chair, Pi¢erson, at chairperson.
ecronel@gmail.com or 239-992-5455 to volunteerrag@m
Chair. o Would you make a goosecretary? We are

@ looking for you.
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DON'T MISS THIS ONE, STUDENT COORDI-

4
4
NATOR ™)

Work with high school students organizing ancillgmpups in ¥
4

4

\ 4

Join our merry band of Earth savers.
Volunteer
the community high schools. This is a new portafnour

Calusa efforts. It can also be expanded into gellstudents.
Get in on the ground floor and help design thigpam.
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SING: Vision for the Everglades

Save It Now, Glades!, Inc. (SING) originally forthen response to the threat of Florida Power & Ligbroposal to site a
coal fired power plant in Moore Haven, Florida. &IKecognizes the inextricable connection betweectet power generation and
environmental quality, particularly in the Everghsdecosystem. Since our first organizational mgetirDecember 2006, we have
broadened our mission to other regions of Florida,country and the globe in opposition to unsostale power generation propos-
als. We have formed alliances with many environmleand social justice organizations with which vare the common goal of
clean, sustainable electric power generation.

Our societal energy demand is also a demand oslared natural resources. Some methods of gamgrdéctricity place
a heavier burden than others on water quantityemaguality, air quality, wildlife and human habitqtiality and availability.
(Solutions to national security issues relateddpeathdence on fossil fuels and distributed poweegdion in general are concomi-
tant benefits we hope will follow, although theyearot our direct focus.) Perhaps the most devagtathpact on the Everglades
would be from sea level rise. Greenhouse gas emns$iom fossil fuel combustion, especially withdemonstrated carbon seques-
tration ability in the region, must be weighed ¢allg against the comparatively mild personal impatchanges in technological
preferences and lifestyle that reduce demand faepo

Coal fired power plants draw enormous volumes atiewfor cooling and other processes, re-injectcti@aminated brine
to the deep aquifer while releasing tremendousmekito evaporative loss. Even equipped with thet"aeailable control technol-
ogy" required by the Clean Air Act, and limiteda@mit only that amount of pollution which "prevesignificant deterioration" of
the surrounding air quality, these plants emitisight quantities of nitrogen oxides, mercury, sulbxides, particulates, volatile
organic hydrocarbons, carbon monoxide and carboxid# to be of serious concern. Our current Evelegais too compromised
with respect to water quality and quantity to balient in the face of such threats.

Mercury is one contaminant of which SING feels Eherglades should tolerate no addition. The oparsmsystem, with
its resident sulfate reducing bacteria, servesdthytate and render available for bioacculatiort tharcury which is emitted even
after pollution control devices. Emission of sulélioxide which is converted to nutrients for thegry bacteria upon atmospheric
deposition adds insult to injury.

Oxides of nitrogen rained down as nitrate feedlaidpoms in the near coastal waters and are iaglitin blue baby syn-
drome as a groundwater contaminant. When combirbdW®Cs and sunlight, nitrogen oxides form ozose unwelcome addition
to communities already inundated with smoke fromecand other burning.

For these and other reasons, SING's mission stataemains:
Save It Now Glades opposes the construction ofreaw coal fired power plants due to the negativeaictp on
public health and its contribution to global wargiand climate change. We are concerned about teei@ation
of our pristine natural heritage and treasure fadgs such as the Everglades, Fisheating CreekhanGaloosa-
hatchee River. Further, we find there are viablerahtives to coal which include conservation, gnesfficiency
and clean, renewable sources of energy that mustroyed as the primary means of meeting our tobm-
ergy demand.

From this position we were able to compose thelutiso passed by the Everglades Coalition at iteuday meeting, and attached

hereto in the form of a petition already signedntiyre than 1000 Florida residents. And furthermame,don’t make any money by

holding this view.

Rhonda Roff, President, P.O. Box 1953, ClewisEin33440 863-983-4639, www.saveitnowGlades.org

AN EXTREMELY SIGNIFICANT CHANGE IN STRIPES
From Environmental Alliance Board of Directors. ®karch 15, 2007, Senator Mel Martinez a conserea®epublican from Flor-
ida and Chair of the Republican National Commitfaeed CNN camera and unequivocally listed clintdi@nge as a top issue in
2008 presidential race.

“5/4/07: HB537 and SB900 - PAPER TRAIL LEGISLATION AND ANTI CITIZEN INITIATIVE

BILLS PASS THE LEGISLATURE, SENT TO GOVERNOR.”

An anti-petition provision has been added ontogghper trail bill and the Florida Legislature voted to approve. sTrheans for
FHD and all other current and future citizen iritias to amend the Florida Constitution:

1. As of August %, we will have only 30 days from the moment a jmmitis signed to submit the petition to the Supsawiof
Elections for validation.

2. Our opponents will then have 120 days frbm date a petition is verified by the SOE to humivd and contact voters who
signed a petition and try to convince them to sigocumentescinding his or her petition! How the Supervisors of Eiectare
going to handle the holding/timing issue is unkno®B900 could well be found to be un-constitutiorfdlere seem to be enemies
of democracy out there...busy every day dreamingawp ways to throw up roadblocks to petitioning, gveear eroding the peo-
ple’s constitutional right to petition. The 30 dsybmission will be a housekeeping nightmare...tlseineling provision gives our
opponents the right to harass voters who signegetidon to get them to rescind. Will CharligisE veto this bill? We just
don’t know. Everybody wants the paper trail to ensure accourlifpand fairness in electionsContact Charlie, who purports to
be “the people’s governor’ and tell him hawmhappy you are about this poison pill. There are approximately 3000 of you
FHD’ers out there on our email lists....if you wibhitact him 3 times: 1 -send an email, 2-mail afbrate, and 3-fax him a copy of
the note, ...and then ask everyone you know thvdsame, our mighty voice will be heard!

Phone: 850-488-7146 To email: www.flgov.com/gontactor Charlie.crist@myflorida.com Fax: 8504801

Mail: Office of the Governor, PL-05 The Capitdkllahassee , FL 32399-0001

9




Saving the Everglades with Florida Hometown Democrey

The biggest long term threat to the Evergladeshsnization. The dream of Big Ag is to morph iy Developer and
sprout zero lot line houses in the sugar canedialttl the old ranches. We already see this in &mbwvhere virtually all privately
owned land is now wall to wall dense suburbia. Thaversion is proceeding in Palm Beach Countye bttle over Scripps at
Mecca Farms was but one round in the suburbanizatiall privately owned lands right up to the bdaries of Everglades Na-
tional Park. The same is happening on the westt@sal ee and Collier press eastward with sprawl.

Florida has lots of plans that were supposed tteptaritical natural resources from ruin. “Contmasive plans” were
supposed to save us from over-development. Bubdisé laid plans mean nothing when local governmesitcan not or will not
say no to inappropriate development. The truthas we have government of the developer, by tiveldper and for the developer.
A case in point: former County Commissioner Tongdibtti, recently pled guilty in federal court ftaking bribes in exchange for
votes on comprehensive plan amendments. One ohtis¢ prominent “land use” attorneys in the coyatyd, thirty years ago, the
first planner ever hired by the county) is alsoemididictment. Others are under investigation tbtasilotti’s votes all centered on
requests to increase density on lands designatatibythe Palm Beach County comprehensive plaandk that were once part of
the historic Everglades. Dare | say that Masilistfust the one who was caught?

It's important to understand that land use changediding comprehensive plan amendments, that tyoamd city com-
missioners vote on, are essentigdbfitical decisions. It's also important to understand that the laudkedhat land use regulations
are intended to protect a community from harm. ebd] the whole point of local government existeisde protect the quality of
life of the community. Under our lawa land use change should not be granted unless the commission determines that the commu-
nity will not be harmed by the proposed change.

So what happened in Florida, why is the Everglesilétering relentless suburbanization when we knloat most Floridi-
ans don’'t want more sprawl into the sea of graBs®y: local governments have defined the communétly being as keeping the
growth machine happy and busy.

How do we reform a system that is completely spisioke to corruption and indifferent to the broaabpic interest? The
solution has arrived. It's simple, it's honest anid purely American: LET THE PEOPLE VOTE. Wmand the Florida Constitu-
tion to mandate that comprehensive plan amendmirapproved by a city or county commission, mustrt be submitted to the
electorate in a referendum for final approval gecgon. This is the Florida Hometown Democracyexdment.

Why comprehensive plan amendments? Because chenmige plans determine the density and intengitgral develop-
ment. Developers constantly want to supersizeihgudensity---cram as much development as theyocaém a parcel of land. And
under the current regime, all a developer has tsgersuade a majority of the commission to gtaaetrequested comprehensive
plan change. It's a cozy situation—too cozy. Thitsilotti.

Voter control over comprehensive plans is a véigcéve tool for stopping sprawl and speculatieelopment. It's been
implemented in other parts of the country. Ledyaud how voter control has saved Ventura Countjif@aia from being sprawled
over at; http://soarusa.org.

If the people want more density in their commuynligg them approve it. Let’'s bring some accouriigtihack to the proc-
ess: do your part to put the Florida Hometown Demracy amendment on the 2008 ballot. If you haveighed the petition, do so

' Membership
I Join today and receive a FREE Sierra Club Gift

now. If you signed the petition before July 2096y must
sign this new petition. Please get other regidtétierida vot-
ers to sign the petition too. You can download ait

Name www.Floridahometowndemocracy.com or call us at 886-
|Aeress 5513 for petitions. We also need donations. &ediryone you
| City know about this important, historic reform.

| Check enclosed, made payablesterra Club Everglades from further ruin. Florida’s future deds on you.
| Master Card Visa  Am Ex

| Cardholder name EDITORIAL ERROR IN PREVIOUS

I
I
I
|
|
I
| State Zip | Do your small part to save your community and the
I
I
I
]
|

| P.O. Box 52968 Boulder CO 80322-2968
| Calusa Chapter 3303

WE'RE ON THE WEB VISIT US
HTTP://[FLORIDA.SIERRACLUB.ORG/CALUSA

| Card # Exp.Date PETITIONS!
I MEMBERSH'PD%LEL?A?_R'ES JONT It is extremely important that you re-sign thisipen due to
| | my errors in editing the previous petitions invalidg them.
| INTRODUCTORY $25 I - . :
Except my apologies and please re-sign and senah fihe
| REGULAR $39 $47 | . . L ;
again. There may been no more important legisiatian this
| SUPPORTING 575 $100 I for voter control. The editor
| CONTRIBUTING $150 $175 I '
| LIFE $1000 $1250 |
| SENIOR $24 $32 I
| STUDENT $24 $32 I SIERRA CLUB-CALUSA GROUP
| LIMITED INCOME $24 $32 I E(S)TBE(% sgﬁ
| Enclose check and mail &ierra Club | 33928
I
I
I
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