Explore, Enjoy and Protect the Planet

Spring, 200

JOIN US AT OUR MEETINGS

The first Thursday of each month,-6:30 PM at Tinitétian Universalist Church, (off Daniels Parkwdy411 Shire Lane, Ft. Myers, FL 33912

For information callLoren (239) 267-1566

VICTORY FOR FLORIDA WATER
Vawter’Buck” Parker, Executive Director, Earthjusti

For years, the Southwest Florida water Management

District has pumped billions of gallons of pollutedter di-
rectly into Lake Okeechobee -- the state's largedtce drink-
ing water supply. The district had no permits ttdis, and
the results were massive toxic algae blooms, diardatlines
in fish and wildlife populations, and poisoned #iitg water
for communities that rely on the lake. Earth estistarted
fighting this problem in 1997, and on Monday a fedigudge
in Miami ruled that pumping such as this, withouteguired
Clean Water Act permit, is illegal. The decisicsmsnational
implications. The court was clear: you need a [itetontrans-
fer polluted water. And that permit, is of courgegoing to
impose pollution limits that meet Clean Water Aetrglards.
AND MORE Both Governor Charlie Crist and Senator Bill
Nelson were among top state and federal decisidkeraand
technical experts to address the Everglades Curalbi its
22nd Annual Conference, which brought together d®@dron-
mental, state and federal representatives fromlBth.to Jan.
20th. "I'm going to do everything that | can asrynaw gover-
nor to make sure we protect the Everglades, weprotur
estuaries, we protect our beautiful beaches anththgs that
in my heart make this state so special," Crist daithg a call
to Coalition members at the Saturday night awanadised.
Crist's appointments to key positions in state aigsn

are encouraging signs that the Governor will makerglades
restoration a priority. Michael W. Sole, newly apged Sec-
retary of the Florida Department of EnvironmentadtBction,
and Tom Pelham, newly appointed head of the Flddidpart-
ment of Community Affairs, are excellent additidnghe state
and were actively engaged in the Everglades Comderthis
year. South Florida Water Management District ExieelDi-
rector Carol Wehle also addressed the coalitionpancing
the District's support for increasing water storagd treatment
north of Lake Okeechobee.

STILL MORE GOOD NEWS FOR ENERGY

C.L.E.A.N. Energy Act of 2007
Julie Waterman, SaveOurEnvironment.org Jan 19, 2007

| have good news to share with you today!In an

amazing victory for our new energy future, the Hoo$ Rep-
resentatives passed the C.L.E.A.N. Energy Act &72®@aking
billions of dollars in subsidies away from oil coampes and
investing it into renewable energy sources suchviasl and
solar. | want to send a big thank you to everyahe partici-

pated in this campaign! This is an important stegerd a bet-
ter, cleaner energy future for all of us and are#igat start to
the new Congress.

GOOD NEWS FOR EVERGLADES, January 28, 2007
Dear Fellow Floridian:

Last week | told the annual gathering of the Ever-
glades Coalition that we can't wait any longer tog federal
government to make good on their promise to fundrgades
restoration. Each day we delay, the nation losesenof a
great natural wonder, and Florida loses more oingportant
source of water.

The new year brought a new set of leaders ance@ay
to this issue. | received assurances from SenAtsbara
Boxer, the new chair of the Senate Environment Boblic
Works Committee, that she will bring The Water Reses
Development Act (WRDA) and its commitment to furglitwvo
major Everglades projects — the Picayune Strand Iadidn
River Lagoon -- before a committee this March. sTikia first
step in making this bill law, and we have her suppo

| gathered signatures from members of the Eveeglad
Coalition and endorsed them with this letter to&erMajority
Leader Reid asking him to promptly schedule a fleote on
WRDA in the early days of this new Congress.

| cannot say it any better then did Majorie Stoaem
Douglas when she described the Everglades as@nahtreas-
ure, to be protected for future generations. Wighv leader-
ship on board and a renewed focus | am confidextt\le can
pass WRDA this year and get the Everglades thairess it so
desperately needs.

Sincerely,
Senator Bill Nelson
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GULF COAST LANDFILL EXPANSION DENIED

EXCITING ADVANCES FOR CLIMATE SCIENCE

The Lee County Commissioners have turned downh the Union of Concerned Scientists 2/2/2007

plan to expand the Gulf Coast landfill near Goldete. There
was discussion of going sideways or going up withtimued
deposit of construction and storm debris. | dokmmw at this
time whether this will affect the plans to captthre gasses
being emitted to be turned into fuel. Also, thefaf the con-
version plant for used cooking oil is still uncéntas is the
future use of the remaining 600 acres on the dJitee editor.

WATER DISTRICT FAILED TO PROPERLY OVERSEE
RONTO WORK, RECORD SHOWS
By Julio Ochoa Naples Daily News
Saturday, December 2, 2006

A closer look at the investigation into a develge
illegal removal of dirt from Southwest Florida Watdanage
ment District property in Bonita Springs reveals,tlee very
least, a lack of oversight by a public agency estéd with
hundreds of millions of taxpayer dollars. Rontougy exca
vated up to 400,000 cubic yards of fill dirt fromet districf
property. The deal between the district and Rovds a hand
shake and a verbal agreement with no parametensedsdd
Ronto was later fined $52K. The property was todstored t
its natural flow way with ponds for wildlife

EXCITING ADVANCES FOR CLIMATE SCIENCE
Union of Concerned Scientists 2/2/2007

This has been a banner week for climate scieAte
congressional hearing on Tuesday, UCS Senior Sslidatan
cisco Grifo testified about the results of a newSJ@port ext
posing government interference in global warmingeegcli

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPC{epsed a
report reaffirming that the primary cause of globarming is
human production of heat trapping emissions.

These events had received media coverage front-coas

to-coast and after years of silence -- Congrefigadly starting
to address the critical issue of global warmingur @fforts to
bring rigorous scientific analysis together witmavative pol-
icy solutions and committed citizen advocacy wil éssential
as we move forward from these major advances.
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of 2006. Among its many provisions, MSA sets a fdteadline
to end over-fishing in America by 2011, uses mabated
incentives to replenish our fish stocks, and stifeegs enforce-
ment of America's fishing laws. Read more about the
Magnuson-StevensAct: http://www.oceanconservangisie/
R?i=HShqBp63WpdKM7tywSW_CcA..

NATIONAL CLUB ELECTION COMING THIS SPRING
The annual election for the Club's Board of Diresto
is now underway. In March, those of you who argilele to
vote in the national Sierra Club election will reeein the malil
(or by Internet if you chose the electronic delweption) your
national Sierra Club ballot. This will include armation on
the candidates and where you can find additiorfatimation
on the Club's website. Visit the Club's electiorbgite: http://
www.sierraclub.org/bod/2007 election. This siteypdes links
to additional information about candidates, andrthiews on a
variety of issues facing the Club and the enviromime

LEE COUNTY SCHOOLS FOR EARTH WEEK 2007,
April 16 — 20.

The Environmental Education Program is facilitatprggram-
ming for Lee County Schools for Earth Week 2007rilA(6 —
20. Our theme is "Making Connections" and we wdiklel to
connect you and programs you can provide to intiedes
schools. Here how it will work. You will check yoaalendar
for Earth Week for days and times you are ablewailithg to
present programs or activities to school groupshool

sites. You will save those dates for those prograiith the
site details TBA. EE will create a "menu" of optioior
schools after we hear from our contacts (by eaelyr&-

ary). Schools will then select their top choicesf the menu.
Next, the EE program will notify you of the schaite details
(mid-March) and confirm the programs with the sdeo¥our

These events had received media coverage front-coas program may consist of a hands-on event, the shpofislides

to-coast and after years of silence -- Congrefigadly starting
to address the critical issue of global warmingur ©fforts to
bring rigorous scientific analysis together witmavative pol-
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PRESIDENT BUSH SIGNS MAGNUSON-STEVENSON

REAUTHORIZATION

The Ocean Conservancy eNewsletter, January 20 4, 07
President Bush has signed The Magnuson-Stevens

Fishery Conservation And Management Reauthorizaicin

or a film, or a narrated presentation.
The information we need is:
Date(s) available

Number of sessions you will present on availalalgsd
Time of day available (a.m. or p.m.)

Student Number per session you request
Grade Level preferred

Session Topic
Geographic region preferred

Additional equipment or useful information
Your mailing address and phone number



Number of sessions you will present on availablesda
Student Number per session you request

Session Topic

Additional equipment or useful information

Thanks very much for your kind consideration! dkdorward
to hearing from you.

Cindy Bear, Resource Teacher

Environmental Education Program

Lee County School District (239) 275-3033

SPEAKING OUT AGAINST POLITICAL INTERFER-
ENCE IN CLIMATE SCIENCE
2/2/2007

At Tuesday's hearing, Dr. Grifo released the tesfl
a major investigation conducted by UCS and the Govent
Accountability Project that demonstrated that jxditinterfer-
ence in federal global warming science has becanepa
demic. Scientific documents have been alteredisoepresent
science findings, press releases have been wateved, and
scientists have been prevented from speaking Wéihrtedia
about their research.

CALUSA GROUP SIGNS LETTER OF OPPOSITION
WITH OTHER GROUPS
2/5/2007

Several environmentally oriented groups are sendin
letter in opposition to Agripartners’ apparent imtien to ditch
and drain wetlands without a Clean Water Act (C\W§¥04
permit, Endangered Species Act (ESA) 87 consuhiatand
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) environntain
review. Agripartners has a history of attemptioglear, drain,
and develop its extensive land holdings withoutjecting its
development plans to federal environmental scrusing per-
mitting safeguards. This action would drain araasepporting
several important resources of special concerrudimg the
endangered Florida panther and wood stork as wedida pol-
lutants to the imperial River.

FEARLESS LEADER TAKES ON COAL IN MIAMI
1/31/2007

Ellen Peterson, chair of the Calusa group, alorh sismall
group of concerned individuals made a trip to Miaoncon-
front the Coaltrans Convention. They were detaiuetthe
police station for several hours until it was figahade clear to
the authorities that a permit to demonstrate abfhdent hotel
on Key Biscayne where the meeting was being heklwaec-
essary. She returned unscathed. Thank you Ellen.

THE COAL PLANT
Statistics from: News Press by Erin Gillespie 0i3206.

FPL Clean Energy Fund is a joke, and | just re-

quested my $9.00 dollar monthly donation terminateePL
plans on building a carcinogen polluting coal plantGlades
County. The same plant was rejected in St LucianBo FPL
interestingly claims its desire for clean energy.this is the
case, why are they not building a solar energy tpterwind
turbines? FPL brags “the plant will use fewer pahts”. Yet
what fewer really means is there are still carcemgreleased.
In fact roughly 12 million tons of carbon dioxid@J0 tons of
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FPL Clean Energy Fund is a joke, and | just re-
guested my $9.00 dollar monthly donation terminateePL
plans on building a carcinogen polluting coal plantGlades
County. The same plant was rejected in St LucianBo FPL
interestingly claims its desire for clean energy.this is the
case, why are they not building a solar energy tptainwind
turbines? FPL brags “the plant will use fewer ptalhts”. Yet
what fewer really means is there are still carcemgreleased.
In fact roughly 12 million tons of carbon dioxid8Q0 tons of
harmful particles and 200 pounds of mercury wer io-
jected amounts for the St Lucia Plant per year.etwill the
coal and oil come from, well not Florida, so we ch¢e burn
more fossil fuels when we bring it in by train. het states like
California and Arizona are taking the first stepuiilizing so-
lar and wind. Why isn’t the “Sunshine State”? Wem not
giving my hard earned money to FPL anymore. A camgpa
that continues to pollute the environment and iaseeglobal
warming is not worthy of my support. In fact | amatting the
money towards the new solar water heater | plaimstalling
and | urge all others to do the same.

Lori Cloutier, Conservation Chair

Florida Panther Week Events
Visit floridapanther.ordor more information & learn what
You can do to help Save Florida Panthers!
March 8, Thurs "Cause for Paws"
11:20 am Luncheon and 5:30 pm Evening Fundraisers
with presentation by Larry Richardson, Refuge Biolo
gist
March 10, Sat. Cycling Bear Island Grade 9 a-riloon
March 10, Sat "Marco Island's Community Conaton
Celebration" 10 -2 pm
The City of Marco Island has invited many conserva
tion groups, including the US
Fish and Wildlife Service and the Friends of Fdari
Panther Refuge to table at
the 1st Annual Conservation Celebration which will
be held at Mackle Park.
March 11, Sun "Save the Panther Week" Kick wéfre at the
Naples Zoo 10 — 4pm
March 14, Wed "Swamp Walk at the Fakahatcheth Mike
Owens" 9 - Noon
March 17, Sat
- Noon
BE GREEN, by sharing the festive day with your fam-
ily while exploring the Panther Refuge from a swamp
buggy or walking the trails learning about birds, o
chids, and of course, looking for the elusive parith
You'll be able to learn more about what YOU can do
as an individual to help save the panther andaits-h
tat. Celebrate the week's events at the 2007 dsieh
Florida Panther Annual Meeting from 12:30 —
1:30pm.
Space is limited on the tours, sign up for the évemall 353-
8442-233. Call between 12 noon and 3:30 p.m. M&remd
after.

“Do Something Green on St. Pafbay” 8




PANTHERS
December 13, 2006, Naples Daily News
From Jeremy Cox

They died on the pavement, victims of their orky e
ternal enemy. Eleven Florida Panthers met thair this way
in 2006 the latest happened early Tuesday on alatéesb
stretch of the County Line Road, halfway betweembkalee
and Oil Well roads. The death toll of the 130 pdhumale pan-
ther was a macabre milestone in the state andgedampaign
to bring the species back from the very brink dfrestion. No
other year has seen a higher death toll for PasithierFlorida
roadways. Some panther experts chose Tuesdapkmiothe
bright side, saying the uptake in deaths underscthre success
of a breeding program begun a decade earlier. rOfwwv in
the grisly numbers the inexorable consequencdaivadg new
subdivisions and roads to march into panther tegrit This
death raised the panther's death toll in 2006 fatincauses to
19, and the number of dead panthers counted siiodeglst
began keeping track two decades ago to 200.

DOES FLORIDA NEED ANOTHER CITY?

Collier Enterprises has proposed building a nemnto
east of Golden gate Estates called Big CypressroB&ollier
Cos. is a partner in the development of the newntoivAve
Maria in the East of Big Cypress. Big cypress Anvé Maria
are both outside of the Area of Critical State Gwncbut
within the county's Rural Lands Stewardship Areaated by
the 2002 growth plan. Under the plan, developarsset aside
environmentally sensitive land to earn credits tddbon less
sensitive lands. Big Cypress is posing to setea2itj000 acres
under the program. Ave Maria has set aside 17A#@s.
Contact your local officials to express your opmio

2006 A BAD YEAR FOR FLORIDA'S MANATEES

The Ocean Conservancy eNewsletter, y 24, 07
The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission
is reporting that a record 416 manatees died in Florida's
waters last year, twenty more than in 2005. Despite
population declines, manatees were downgraded from
endangered to threatened, removing protections that the
law affords endangered species. Boats represent the
gravest threat to manatees, with 86 boat-related deaths
in 2006. The Ocean Conservancy estimates that as few
as 3,000 manatees remain
in Florida.

ANOTHER BUSH ATTACK ON THE ENVIRONMENT
Bush Cabinet seeks to change designation of Bigr&sgp
where an area of critical state concern designatias put in
place in 1973.

Jennifer Heckler, Conservancy of Southwest Florida
natural resources policy manager, said the timihghe pro-
posal to remove the Area of Critical State Concas),Bush
prepares to leave office, "is more than any comoi."

The area of critical state concern covers some0880
acres, much of which has been put in public hantiseaBig
Cypress Natural Preserve, the Fakahatchee Straseive
State Park, The Florida Panther National WildlifefiRye and
the 10,000 Islands National Wildlife Refuge. Déssphe pro-
tections of the county's growth plan and the publi&serves,
the Area of Critical State Concern designation istimportant

to improve water quality in coastal wetlands andetstore his-
toric flow ways, Hecker said. The county's gropwtan repeat-
edly refers to the Area of Critical State Concend &nviron-
mental groups worry that the regulators have naught
through the effects on the County's growth plandropping it.

EAGLES
The Naples Daily News, by Jeremy Cox, 11/13/2006

The Collier County commission on Tuesday tenta-
tively settled a $240 million property rights claified by a
developer that wants to build five condominium tosven
North Naples. And issued during the 3 1/2 houratiebthe
way the county will protect a recently abandonest fiilt by
bald eagles and a dead pine tree on the propéitmately,
attorney Rich Yovanovich, representing Detroit-lthé@dge
Abbott Associates LLC, agreed to drop the priceirol after
commissioners approved the controversial project.

Under the agreement, the developer will pay d tifta
6 million to the County -- $3 million toward the @aty's af-
fordable housing trust fund and another 3 millionirhprove
the nearby Vanderbilt Drive bridge. The developkso is on
the hook for building a sidewalk on the west sifi&anderbilt
Drive. In return, the developer can finally moweviard with
plans to construct a 590 unit series of high-riaad a golf
course along Vanderbilt Drive and Wiggins Pass Ro&dli-
tor's opinion: Money talks Eagles walk!

GROWTH?
TCPALM, December 24, 2006

Just in time for Christmas, two hefty reports have
rived to explore the state of growth in Florida.

"A tidal wave of growth is heading our way," wart®00

Friends of Florida. But rest assured, beleaguegsitients, the
ongoing onslaught can be accommodated, say therld#sj"

who call for "large-scale planning" over the ne@tyears.

In the second report, the Florida Department oh3partation,
bragging about its "world-class transportation egst lays out
a five-decade road-building plan that covers vitjuavery

section of the peninsula.

Such foresight — looking a half-century ahead —
surely stimulates the proponents of growth. Andglberm
strategies certainly are preferred to reactionargian-existent
thinking.

Yet there's a surreal quality to these studies dhght to give
pause to Floridians feeling swamped by the growst's al-
ready here. Skepticism is heightened by the faat #000
Friends, which touts itself as the state's "leadgrgwth-
management advocate," relies heavily on fundingnfuber
developer, the St. Joe Company.

With growth managers like these, who needs growthrp-
moters?

Florida's scalped landscapes are littered with @asn
of good plans gone bad. The state's "growth-manag&nstat-
utes have not contained growth, and "proactivek tdl new
towns, density bonuses, mixed use, etc., just megiat up in
the same place — more congestion, wider sprawhdrigensi-
ties and diminished natural resources.

"Every community has the right of self-defense,"says Chris
Williamson, an associate professor at the UnivwemsitSouth-
ern California and proponent of a "post-growth" r@ygeh,
which is gaining traction in areas where developees'slowly



drawing a noose around entire regions." Williambatieves
that communities may not want (or be able) to beifdbugh
housing to meet all the demand anticipated by gg@uyzh as
1000 Friends. Nationallygourts have upheld voters' right to
just say "no" to Comprehensive Plan changes via vet

referendums.

FINAL FRONTIER
By Cynthia Barnett, Florida Trend Archives.

Growth is coming to Florida's Heartland. Who gets
say where it does and how? In February, longtimar@o
lawyer J. Charles Gray, representing a consortidnrucal
landowners, sketched a suggested route for a nglwly into
a road map and faxed it over to Florida's Turngiikéerprise, a
division of the Florida Department of Transportaficthe
agency did build and runs the state's toll roads.

ILLNESS HITS SW. FLORIDA SEA BIRDS HARD
By Kevin Lollar, news-press.com
12/30/2006

Marine birds in Southwest Florida are getting sick
and the leading suspect is red tide, even thotih dir no red
tide has been in the area for weeks. Hardest k& baen
brown pelicans in Collier County: Since Nov. 1, tbenser-
vancy of Southwest Florida Wildlife Rehabilitati@enter has
treated 63 brown pelicans.

"We're seeing a huge difference in pelican numbers
Last year in the same time frame, we had 17," 3aéthna Fitz-
gerald Vaught, manager of the wildlife rehab cerif€hese
birds have a hard time standing. There's some aimphraly-
sis. They're flat out. They have no blink respofigey're a
little thin."

Because no antidote exists for red tide toxin Heda

Heartland: Routes of two proposed toll roads pass brevetoxin — the birds receive Supportive care. 'WWdrate

through mostly agricultural land and intersect ntger shrub
ecosystem of the Lake Wales Ridge, Florida's oldestral
system. Gray, along with former lawmaker Rick et
already had gotten Florida's Turnpike Enterprisdjvision of
the Florida Department of Transportation, to coesisluilding
a north-south toll road stretching 100 miles fronikPto Lee
County, were it would link up to Interstate 75. c&ner would
run East-West called the Heartland Coast-To-Caoastway
where it would intersect the North South Route stiessing
the last major undeveloped chunk of peninsulari@#or- a
swath of orange groves and cattle lands stretctiog south
of Lake Okeechobee in Hendry County to the southigrmof
Orlando international Airport north of Osceola Ctun

TRUTH

According to philosopher Arthur Schopenhaeuer,
truth passes through three stages before acceptdticst, the
truth is ridiculed. Second, it is flatly opposedrinally, the

truth is accepted as being self-evident. The tizithat endless

growth is a political decision that can be accepiedejected
by the electorate. Leslie Blackner, Florida Voice.

them and feed them," Vaught said. "We start tuledifeg them
fish mush, then whole fish as they slowly get tlsgiength
back." Most of the Conservancy's birds have besting bet-
ter in four to five weeks.

The Clinic for Rehabilitation of Wildlife on Sareb
has been treating birds of various species forlaimymptoms.
Species include brown pelicans, white pelicansnooants,
terns, gulls and several kinds of shorebird.

"We don't have huge numbers, nothing like NaplEROW
operations manager Anita Pinder said. "It's justlilof steady
flow of birds for a month or so."

National Club Election Coming This Spring
The annual election for the Club's Board of Diregtie now underway. In March, those of you whoeligible to vote in the na-
tional Sierra Club election will receive in the in@ir by Internet if you chose the electronic detiy option) your national Sierra
Club ballot. This will include information on tleandidates and where you can find additional in&drom on the Club's website.



paoulioboobilobiolobiol
%
%
,?.
%

Ellen Peterson Chair
# Bobbie Lee Gruninger Vice Chair & Special Events

A Lori Cloutier Conservation
7 Corey Hyde Flexcom
3 Cindy Kraft Treasurer
Kim Staiger Secretary
# Connie Langmann Publicity
# Loren Wieland Newsletter & Membership
7 Brigita Gahr Outings

T cullum Hasty

g: Carl Veaux
Dave Parton

# Carter Quillen

*
QR R R Rk

Political & ABM Rep.
Babcock Rep
Holton Preserve
Energy

ON THE WEB http://florida.sierraclub.org/calusa
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EARTH DAY CELEBRATION NEEDS VOLUNTEERS
The Calusa Group of the Sierra Club’s Earth Daglw&ltion is accepting volunteers to help with thekjng for earth day. It is
April 21 on Saturday starting at 10:00 am. at tleedshan state park. The parking will be done lo@r shifts and anyone inter-

ested can call the park at 992-0311 and ask foerKar

N

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY!!
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The Calusa Group of the Sierra Club is seekingpgmiam Chair to coordinate educational program®€twrgeneral mem-
bership meetings the first Thursday of each motitis an easy task and you can solicit prograrasdieom Sierra Club mem-
bers. It merely requires contacting potential pnésrs, providing a brief program description to mewsletter editor and web-
master, and introducing the speakers at the montklgtings. If you cannot attend every meetin@gragements can be made for a
board member to introduce the speaker. Pleasaco@alusa Group Chair, Ellen Peterson, at ecromggis®.com or 239-992-

5455 to volunteer as Program Chair.

DON'T MISS THIS ONE

Work with high school students organizing ancillgmpups in the community high schools. This iseavrportion of our Calusa

STUDENT COORDINATOR

efforts. It can also be expanded into collegeetitsl Get in on the ground floor and help dedigsmrogram.

\AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAALAALA HEEs D e s n e e B S T T —i
h VOLUNTEERS WELCOME M | Membersip v
\ 4 to the board \ 4 I Join today and receive a FREE Sierra Club Gift I
: Are you seeking a mission, want to become i:r :Name !
@ Vvolved in a useful cause? Volunteer some tirnge |Address ;
4 and energy. @ |City |
¥ |tate Zip |
M Have leadership skills? Become our navair @ | Check enclosed, made payabléterra Club :
@ Person. @ | MasterCard Visa Am Ex |
() @ |Cardholder name |
¥ Would you make a goaoskecretary? We are ¥ :Card # e Exp.Date [
¥ looking for you. v |
v v : INTRODUCTORY DWID::\SL T :
h Join our merry band of Earth savers. ¥ |RecuLAR $39 $47 |
v v | SUPPORTING $75b $100
v Volunteer v | CONTRIBUTING $150 $175 !
\AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAALAAA AL BN-: $1000 $1250 :
| SENIOR $24 $32 |
| STUDENT $24 $32 |
| LIMITED INCOME $24 $32 |
|
|
|

| Enclose check and mail &ierra Club
| P.O. Box 52968 Boulder CO 80322-2968
: Calusa Chapter 3303
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IT IS NECESSARY TO SIGN THIS AGAIN
PLEASE THE DOUBLE SIGNATURES WILL BE REMOVED

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT PETITION FORM
104.185 — A person who knowingly signs a petitiopetitions for a candidate, minor political parby,an issue
more than one time commits a misdemeanor of teedigree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 6r5.083.

| am a registered voter of Floridaand hereby petition the Secretary of State to plaedollowing amendment
to the Florida Constitution on the ballot in thexhgeneral election.

| AM REGISTERED TO VOTE IN COUNTY

NAME STREET ADDRESS

PleasePRINT Name as it appears on Voter [.D. CREINT Current Physicahddress( NO PO BOXES)
CITY , FL ZIP SACOUNTY

(County of residence)

IS THIS A CHANGE OF ADDRESS FOR VOTER REGISTRATIQN SAME COUNTY? Yes__ No___
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BALLOT TITLE: REFERENDA REQUIRED FOR ADOPTION AND A MENDMENT OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT
COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE PLANS.

BALLOT SUMMARY : Establishes that before a local government maytaalopw comprehensive land use
plan, or amend a comprehensive land use plan rdpoped plan or amendment shall be subject toofdtee
electors of the local government by referendunmo¥ahg preparation by the local planning agency)sid-
eration by the governing body and notice. Proviiefitions.

FULL TEXT OF PROPOSED AMENDMENT:

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF FLORIDA THAT

Article Il, Section 7. Natural resources and scenibeauty of the Florida Constitution is amended to add te f
lowing subsection:

Public participation in local government comprehem$and use planning benefits the conservationpaned
tection of Florida’s natural resources and scepguby, and the long-term quality of life of Floadss. There-
fore, before a local government may adopt a newpcehensive land use plan, or amend a comprehensive
land use plan, such proposed plan or plan amendshafitbe subject to vote of the electors of tlwalgov-
ernment by referendum, following preparation byltel planning agency, consideration by the govern
body as provided by general law, and notice thereaflocal newspaper of general circulation. Neaad
referendum will be as provided by general law. T@nsendment shall become effective immediately ugmn
proval by the electors of Florida.

For purposes of this subsection:

1 1."“Local government” means a county or munigtgal

2 2."Local government comprehensive land use phaeans a plan to guide and control future land ldeve
opment in an area under the jurisdiction of a lgmlernment.

3 3. “Local planning agency” means the agencylotal government that is responsible for the pratian
of a comprehensive land use plan and plan amendraéet public notice and hearings and for making
recommendations to the governing body of the Igoakrnment regarding the adoption or amendment of
a comprehensive land use plan.

4 4. "Governing body” means the board of county sossioners of a county, the commission or courfcil o
a municipality, or the chief elected governing badiya county or municipality, however designated.
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Outings Program- A Successful Year in 2006!
(Submitted by Outing Chair, Brigita Gahr)
This past year close to 100 hikers, bikers, paddlers and campers participated in outings sponsored by the Calusa Group
of the Sierra Club. The ten scheduled trips included moonlight biking and camping at Shark Valley in the Florida Ever-
glades, a tour of ECHO farm, canoeing/kayaking on Sanibel Island, Johnson Bay and the Cocohatchee River, and hiking
at Six Mile Cypress and Estero Scrub Preserves, Hickey's Creek Mitigation Park, as well as the CREW trails.

Michael Spradlin and Victor Hill successfully completed the Sierra Club’s Basic Outing Leader 101 Training. We are
looking for more volunteers to lead outings. State Outing Chair Rudy Scheffer has scheduled Outing Leader Train-
ing on April 7" in Sarasota. Take advantage of this great opportunity to become an outing leader in 2007! The Calusa
Group is providing training stipends valued at $50 each for the first three Sierra Club members that sign up. Contact
rudy@adventuresworldwide to register for training and Brigita at bbgahr@earthlink.net regarding the stipends.

Thanks to Connie and Loren for advertising the outings on the Calusa Group website and in the newsletter. Our goal
for 2007 is to continue to offer monthly outings and attract 125 participants.

Sierra Club Spring, 2007 Outings and Training Oppor  tunity

All participants are required to sign a liability w aiver on Sierra Club outings
(www.sierraclub.org/outings/national/participantfor ms/waiver.asp) . Unless a fee is noted,
suggested voluntary donations for outings are $3 fo r Sierra Club members/ $5 non-members.

Mar. 18, Sun. 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 8 mile Hike alongt he Florida Trail through the Big Cypress  Na-
tional Preserve . This trip was rescheduled from last Nov. We will trek through cypress forest, hammocks and prairie.

Water can be ankle deep. Rated moderate. Limited to 15 people. Reserve with Brigita at bbgahr@earthlink.net
or 239-337-5979. East of Naples off mile marker 63 (Calusa Group).

April 7, Sat. OLT 101 Course for new Outing Leaders , Sarasota. The more outing leaders we have, the more trips
we can offer! The Calusa Group will reimburse up to $50 of training-related expenses for the first three people who sign
up. Itis a fun way to share your love of the outdoors. For more details and registration contact trainer Rudy Scheffer,
727.726.8375 or rudy@adventuresworldwide.com. Contact Brigita at bbgahr@earthlink.net or 239-337-1857 regarding
training stipends.

April 14, Sat. Kayak to Cape Romano.  Explore beautiful Cape Romano, Marco's southern neighbor on the edge of the
Ten Thousand Islands that bore the brunt of Hurricane Wilma in 2005. Chances are we'll see bald eagles, dolphins and
other wildlife as we paddle the Gulf of Mexico to the island's edge, learn its history and unravel the mystery of those odd
looking structures on Romano's southern tip. We'll meet at Caxambas Pass boat ramp on Marco Island and launch
promptly at 9 a.m. Expect to be gone all day. This trip is for experienced paddlers, and your outing leader will carefully
screen you prior to the trip. You must bring your own kayak, at least 14 feet long, and appropriate safety gear, including
a lifejacket, per Sierra Club policy. If you have a sit-inside kayak, you must have a spray skirt. Bilge pumps and tow
ropes are also required. A reserve paddle and a paddle float are suggested. Bring plenty of water and your lunch. The
total trip distance is about 12 miles and is rated moderate to strenuous, depending on the tide, waves and weather. Par-
ticipation is limited to 8. Launch fee at Caxambas Pass is $5. For more information, call outing leader Victor Hill at 438-
5286.

May 26-28, Sat.- Mon. Visit the Renowned Appleton A rt Museum near Silver Springs and Canoe, Swimand H  ike
at Juniper Springs Recreation Area. Beat the approaching summer’s heat by spending Memorial Day Weekend cool-
ing down in the beautiful natural springs near Ocala! Weekend activities will include paddling the beautiful 7 % mile ca-
noe run (my last time on this waterway | saw otters playing along the river), hiking in the Ocala National Forest on a por-
tion of the Florida National Scenic Trail, and swimming in the crystal-clear springs. We will meet up late Saturday morn-
ing at the Appleton Museum of Art before heading to the park. Outing participants can either camp at Juniper Springs or
reserve an air-conditioned room at an area hotel. Trip cost will vary, depending on your choice of lodging and whether or
not you bring or rent a canoe/kayak. For more details and reservations, contact Brigita at 239-337-1857 or
bbgahr@earthlink.net . Limited to 15 participants- reserve early!
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