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“Earth Day Founder Nelson Would Not Laud 300 
Million Mark” 
The Capital Times: October 18, 2006 -- by Rob Zaleski 
 Unfortunately, this year marks the United States cen-
sus at a terrifying 300 million consumers.  All trained from 
birth to be highly skilled consumers of the earth's resources, 
turning these resources into piles of waste and pollution faster 
than anywhere else or any other living organisms on the planet.  
Opinion of the editor. 
 
Green God  
Earth Meanders by Dr. Glen Barry 
http://earthmeanders.blogspot.com/, October 20, 2006 
 Humanity desperately needs different ecologically 
based spiritual and political systems to maximize the possibil-
ity of the Earth and humanity surviving the torrent of industrial 
pollutants emanating from humans breeding like bunnies. Dra-
matic social, political and spiritual change centered upon green 
principles will be required if humankind and our brother and 
sister species with whom we share the Earth are to have any 
prospect of a desirable and sustainable future. 
See web site above for complete article. 
 
Survival of the Smartest  
As Dr. Barry, the President of Ecological Internet, ex-
plains "the heart of the global ecological crisis is that too 
many people are consuming too much and their develop-
ments have severely diminished natural ecosystems. 
There is little hope of  
the Earth and humanity regaining a state of balance ab-
sent a major surge in ecological based policies in virtually 
every human realm and/or a major human population 
collapse." 
 
Orchid Isles, at Headwaters of the Slough An-
other Chance, Nov. 8,06 
It's official...Orchid Isles is up for Conservation 2020 re-
nomination due to the "slower" housing market!!!  
Robert Repenning, Land Stewardship Coordinator, Six Mile 
Cypress Slough Preserve and Lakes Park. 
 
A Short Step into the Future, Saving Transporta-
tion Energy. 
Please follow this link to a real energy-saving solution to  
 

transportation: www.seminolechronicle.com/vnews/
display.v/ART/2006/09/21/45120855b9aab 
 
IMPACT STUDY ON PHOSPHATE MINING 
The News Press, Oct, 2, 06 
 "We are committed to funding a regional environ-
mental impact study on phosphate mining in the Peace River 
watershed," Lee County Commissioner Ray Judah said last 
week. That commitment means a $500,000 budget item to help 
fund the study -- a number already matched by Sarasota 
County. Judah says he expects the Department of Environ-
mental Protection to chip in $2 million and hopes that Manatee 
and Charlotte counties will contribute as well. 
 
Government Will Not, Sierra Club Will. Taken 
from Sierra Club 2006 Year in Review and Action Plan 2007 
 At our urging Idaho adopted a two-year moratorium 
on new coal-fired power plants, primarily over concerns about 
mercury pollution.  In addition, Minnesota and Pennsylvania 
adopted tough new mercury control standards reducing emis-
sions by 90%.  Sierra supported Arizona, Hawaii and New 
Mexico to utilize their assets to develop solar energy.  Sierra 
helped other states adopt California clean air car standards to a 
total of 11.  We also helped 280 Mayors fight global warming 
emissions working to make each of their cities a "Cool City" 
increasing the energy efficiency and the use of renewable en-
ergy.  Florida cities should be a natural.  Why not? 
 

SIERRA CLUB-CALUSA GROUP 
Po. Box 345 

Estero, FL 33928 
WE’RE ON THE WEB VISIT US 

HTTP://FLORIDA.SIERRACLUB.ORG/CALUSA 
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Suit Against The US Environmental Protection 
Agency,protecting our water 

Ken Wright, Chair,Florida Environmental Regulation Commis-
sion, September 28, 2006 

 Re:  Proposed revisions to Chapter 62-303 F.A.C. 
On behalf of the Clean Water Network of Florida, Inc. and 
other groups, we submit the attached comments on the pro-
posed revisions to Chapter 62-303, F.A.C. 
 Several environmental groups and I filed suit against 
the US EPA for allowing Florida to use the existing version of 
the Impaired Waters Rule, 62-303, F.A.C. to assess the quality 
of Florida’s waters in lieu of using Chapter 62-302.500 F.A.C.  
The Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) 
used the Impaired Waters Rule (which the ERC approved) both 
to remove waterbodies from its Impaired Waters List and to 
avoid including waterbodies on the list in the first place. 
 When a waterbody is not included on the Impaired 
Waters List, that waterbody is not subject to pollution controls.  
As a consequence, pollution continues, degrading the water-
bodies and making these waters unavailable to the citizens of 
Florida and visitors to our state.  This scheme is contrary to 
Florida law and to the Clean Water Act.  Our organization has 
always believed that the citizens of Florida have the same right 
to the protections promised by the Clean Water Act that citi-
zens in the other 49 states have.  No other state has taken the 
extreme measures to avoid compliance with the Clean Water 
Act that we are experiencing in Florida. 
 
Eco Groups Ask for Administrative Hearing. 
Naples Daily News. October 21, 2006 
By Eric Staats. 
 The National Audubon Society, the Collier County 
Audubon Society, the Florida Wildlife Federation, the Conser-
vancy of Southwest Florida and longtime local resident Frank-
lin Adams, a member of the Federation's board of directors and 
a member of Collier Audubon, all filed a petition asking an 
administrative law judge to hold a hearing on whether the dis-
trict broke the law when it approved a wetlands destruction 
permit for Mirasol violating state laws to protect down stream 
water quality in the Cocohatchee River and Wiggins Pass Estu-
ary.  Mirasol has planned for up to 799 homes and two golf 
courses, northwest of the intersection of Immokalee Road and 
Collier Blvd. that would destroy some 650 acres of wetlands 
that environmental groups say are crucial to providing food for 
endangered wood stork's who claim nearby Corkscrew Swamp 
sanctuary as their largest North American rookery.  The project 
also must return to Collier County commissioners for a deci-
sion on whether the county will extend Mirasol’s lapsed zoning 
approval.  A hearing on the petition still is months away, and it 
likely will take months after that for the administrative law 
judge to issue a recommended order.  It is never too soon to 
express your concerns to politicians and regulatory boards. 
 In October Mirasol, the now-
infamous development proposal that threatens to destroy wet-
lands crucial to Southwest Florida's Corkscrew Swamp Sanctu-
ary and its endangered Wood Stork colony, but Thanks in large 
part to the outcry from Corkscrew supporters like you, the 
original Mirasol federal permit request was denied by the Army 
Corps of Engineers in December 2005.  However, the devel-
oper won't take "no" for an answer and has re-applied for modi-
fied state and federal permits for almost the same project.  

At the time of the initial denial, Mirasol was a proposed 800-
home, 36-hole golf course project on a site 90% covered in 
wetlands. It included a regional drainage ditch and would have 
resulted in almost 1000 acres of wetland impacts.  In the new 
proposal, the regional ditch is gone, but more than 650 acres of 
impending wetlands impacts remain. Despite Audubon science 
findings to the contrary, the South Florida Water Management 
District (SFWMD) staff have concluded these impacts won't 
cause wetland harm or impact any endangered species.  
 
DENIAL of the Harbour Pointe Permit, The 
Mangroves Are Winning 
Rae Ann Wessel,  Natural Resource Policy Director, Sanibel 
Captiva Conservation Foundation, 11/10/06 
 Yesterday the Administrative Law judge issued his 
Recommended Order for DENIAL of the Harbour Pointe per-
mit. The administrative law judge ruled that the applicant failed 
to eliminate and reduce impacts to the extent required before 
impacting what he found to be very high quality and important 
mangroves. There is still a long way to go as this is not the end 
of the process. 
 
The Ocean Conservancy Wins Shrimp Morato-
rium in the Gulf of Mexico 
Ocean Conservancy's Newsletter  October 2006. 
 The Ocean Conservancy recently notched a major 
victory when it secured a moratorium capping federal shrimp-
ing permits at 2003 levels in the over fished Gulf of Mexico.  
This shrimp fishery has historically been called “over capital-
ized."  That is, it has too many boats in the fisheries causing 
negative environmental and economic impacts.  Shrimpers, for 
instance, discard 4 pounds of unwanted fish (what we call 
“bycatch") for every 1 pound of shrimp they catch.  The win 
effectively ends the "open access" nature of the fishery and is 
the crucial first step toward a comprehensive solution to con-
servation problems that have plagued the Gulf.  The morato-
rium went into effect October 26, 2006. 
 
South Florida Water 
Oct. 29, 2006 
WGCU Public Media presented The Caloosahatchee: 
River at a Crossroads followed by a public forum to dis-
cuss issues affecting the river, its outflow into the estuar-
ies and its inflow from Lake Okeechobee.  A panel gave 
presentations, consisting of Ray Judah, Lee County 
Commissioner; Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource Pol-
icy Director for the Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foun-
dation (and co-founder of Riverwatch); Rob Jess, refuge 
manager, J.N. “Ding” Darling National Wildlife Refuge; 
Dennis R. Duke, P.E., restoration program manager and 
chief restoration program division, engineer, United 
States Army Corps of Engineers; Malcolm S “Bubba” 
Wade, Jr., senior vice president, sugar operations, U.S. 
Sugar (and a board member of the South Florida Water 
Management District); and Andrew McElwaine, President 
and CEO of The Conservancy. Commissioner Tammy 
Hall was not there as scheduled.  A question and answer 
period followed. 
 There was general consensus that the waters of 
South Florida were in serious trouble.  This started with 
digging canals from Lake Okeechobee to the two rivers  
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WHO WE ARE 
ON THE WEB http://florida.sierraclub.org/calusa 

 
Ellen Peterson         Chair              239-992-5455          ecrone1@gmail  
Bobbie Lee Gruninger Vice Chair & Special Events     239-495-5891                 bleegruninger@comcast.net 
Lori Cloutier     Conservation                    239-992-1565               rosesplus@comcast.net 
Corey Hyde        Flexcom             239-887-0095                     cmhjunques@yahoo.com  
Cindy Kraft                            Treasurer            239-851-1969             csk.1952@hotmail 
Kim Staiger       Secretary   239-495 -9961                      frogandbutterfly@earthlink.net 
Connie Langmann       Publicity                      239-694-5513                GAEAKayaks@aol.com 
Loren Wieland         Newsletter & Membership          239-2671566                  Lorenlw@aol.com 
Brigita Gahr         Outings              239-337-1857           bbgahr@earthlink.net 
Cullum Hasty            Political & ABM Rep.      239-948-8653           cullumhasty@comcast.net 
Carl Veaux                    Babcock Rep   239-549- 7265           cveaux@aol.com 
Dave Parton                Holton Preserve             239-415-8402           dpart31@aol.com 

150 years ago.  All the panelists were deeply concerned 
and seemed to be working their best to find solutions and 
were already working on several.  New thinking was 
asked for.  Many pointed question especially by, the first 
to ask, elementary students from Sanibel.  One adult 
question asker brought in a bag of red tide algae that he 
had picked up on the beach that morning. 
 Many major solutions were offered.  One was to 
develop storage and natural water purification systems 
far north of Lake Okeechobee, as water coming all away 
from Orlando reaches the Lake and the Gulf as well as 
the East Coast by  the Saint Lucia River heavily laded 
with pollutants from housing and agriculture. The price of 
land there could make this very expensive.  Another was 
to create a meandering shallow water system south of 
the Lake through agricultural lands and the Everglades 
as a natural purification system and storage area.  Also, 
flooding agricultural lands that could make more money 
off of birding and echo tourism than sugar may be feasi-
ble.  There was obviously no one fix to our water prob-
lems especially considering our uncontrolled housing de-
velopment.  A great deal of our pollution comes from 
storm water runoff from housing developments, our 
yards, and golf courses. 
 When departing the conference room, we were 
greeted with an ambient aroma emanating from two or 
three trash bags of rotten fish, presumably killed by red 
tide.  The donator was undisclosed. 
 If we ever expect to have enough drinking water, 
decreased algae blooms, decreased fish kills, edible fish 
and shellfish, returned tourism, water that is safe to swim, 
and enjoyable beaches sweeping and large changes 
have to be made that will cost dearly.  Summary by the 
Editor 
 
.Babcock, BPP Still on the Job 
To members and supporters of the Babcock preservation part-
nership (BPP): 
They are still are working on your behalf to protect the  

Babcock Ranch in the following ways:   
Now that the State of Florida and Lee County have acquired 
approximately 74,000 acres of the ranch, a management plan 
must be created and a citizen support group organized.  The 
BPP provided input to the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conserva-
tion Commission at their September 13 meeting.  The letter 
BPP presented can be read in full on the website at 
www.babcockranch.org. 
 Monitoring the Development of Regional Impact 
process for the remaining land where Kitson and Partners hope 
to build a new city to ensure that the public ranch lands are 
protected and managed appropriately by providing input on 
issues such as water quality protection, road impact mitigation 
and protected species conservation. The DRI process is 
lengthy, typically takes years and is a vital process for deter-
mining specifics about how a development will or will not pro-
ceed. 
 Obtaining committee level approval for federal appro-
priations for environmental education pertaining to the ranch. 
Upon approval, funds will be granted to Florida Gulf Coast 
University to work with teachers from school districts of sur-
rounding-counties.   
 Working to inform local citizens about on-going ef-
forts. If you can help by volunteering at local events, schedul-
ing speakers for community events or attending meetings and 
creating reports to the members, please contact us at 
info@babcockranch.org.  
 
Another Ranch Slated for Development - Woe to 
Panthers. 
Please save the McDaniel Ranch from development...it is in 
Hendry County and is a whole section of land, a township...the 
developers, Mcdaniel Reserve Realty Holdings LLC from Vir-
ginal Beach, Va. is planning to develop the entire area.  The 
ranch is home to many panthers, bobcats, black bears.  Please 
contact me on my work number 1-8639838999 or cell phone 
239-5640342, my name is Rita Hayes. 
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     Membership                            
Join today and receive a FREE Sierra Club Gift 

 
Name_____________________________________________ 
Address___________________________________________ 
City______________________________________________
State__________________     Zip_______________________ 
 
� Check enclosed, made payable to Sierra Club 
� Master Card � Visa � Am Ex 
Cardholder name ____________________________________ 
Card #_____________________________Exp.Date____/
____  

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES 
                                                 INDIVIDUAL                     JOINT 

INTRODUCTORY                    $25    �   
REGULAR   $39    �   $47    �  
SUPPORTING                    $75    �   $100  �  
CONTRIBUTING                    $150  �        $175  �  
LIFE    $1000�                       $1250�  
SENIOR                     $24    �   $32    �  
STUDENT                    $24    �   $32    �  
LIMITED INCOME                    $24    �                   $32    �  
Inclose check and mail to Sierra Club 
P.O. Box 52968 Boulder CO 80322-2968  
Calusa Chapter 3303 

OCEANS SHOULD BE TOP PRIORITY FOR 
STATE OF FLORIDA.  From Reef Relief. 
Groups issue oceans coastal renewal plans; highlight opportu-
nity for Florida to lead the nation in coastal protection. 
 Tallahassee, Florida (September 12, 2006) - citing 
escalating problems with coastal pollution, red tide outbreaks, 
plummeting fish catches and over development of beaches, 20 
conservation, recreation and civic organizations today issued a 
blueprint calling on the state of Florida to protect and conserve 
it’s coastal health and economy.  This marks the first time such 
a large number of diverse groups have joined together in the 
name of comprehensive ocean conservation for Florida.  The 
report entitled, "Florida's Coastal and Ocean Future: A Blue-
print for Economic and Environmental Leadership," identifies 
the major problems threatening Florida's ocean waters and 
coastlines and the actions needed to solve the problems.  The 
blueprint builds on the recommendations of two recent national 
reports that found that our nation's oceans are in serious trou-
ble, and urgent action is needed to reverse their decline. 
 "The cumulative impacts of decades of overfishing, 
coastal development and pollution are endangering Florida's 
marine echo system, "said David White, regional director of 
the oceans Conservancy.  "We have an obligation to future 
generations to improve the way we manage these resources to 
guarantee their health, now and in the future.  Pollution of van-
ishing species and unraveling ecosystems should not be the 
legacy that we bequeath to our children." 
To view document please go to: www.reefrelief.org/
reefreliefnews/CrocSaver.pdf. 
 
COMMENTARY BY DR. GLEN BARRY, CLI-
MATE ARK November 11, 06 
 The journal Nature reports "Global carbon emissions 
are now growing by 3.2% a year... That's four times higher 

than the average annual growth of 0.8% from 1990-99... We 
are not on any of the stabilization paths." We are well beyond  
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) project- 
tions of the emissions levels needed to prevent damaging cli-
mate change. International negotiations are lagging. China cur-
rently contributes some 16% to global emissions, but accounts 
for 40% of the growth in world emissions. What in the hell is 
going on here? Clearly humanity as a whole must start acting 
soon -- it's urgent. It's beyond urgent. It is life threatening. The 
greatest test of humanity ever. Without immediately placing all 
intellectual, financial and societal resources at the disposal of 
those studying climate change science, developing sufficient 
policy responses, and those advocating for the necessary social 
change; the Earth is going to burn. All countries must in ear-
nest participate in negotiations to set mandatory carbon emis-
sion caps for each nation based upon many factors including 
each country's wealth, past emissions, and potential to grow 
uncontrollably. We need to start yesterday, and the U.S. and 
Australia must end their criminal defense of fossil fuels. 

 VOLUNTEERS WELCOME  
 
Are you seeking a mission, want to become in-
volved in a useful cause?  Volunteer some time 

and energy. 
 
Have leadership skills?  Become our new 
chairperson. 
 
Would you make a good secretary?  We are 
looking for you. 
 

Join our merry band of Earth savers. 
Volunteer 

SPEAK OF THE DEVIL 
 An FP&L proposal to build a 1960 megawatt coal 
burning power plant on the edge of Lake Okeechobee  adjacent 
to Moore Haven in Glades County is being scrutinized by the 
Calusa Board.  Energy committee co-chairs Jan and Bob Kra-
sowski have been working to promote open discussion of the 
project by engaging FP&L representatives on the local public 
radio station and facilitating presentations at Moore Haven 
High School and discussions in the community at large. One 
such event, as part of the national Sierra Club's Energy Film 
Festival, included the showing of the film Kilowatt Ours and a 
round table discussion with other environmental groups and 
local residents.  Stay tuned for updates and check our web site. 
 Here is the plan, remove mountaintops in Appalachia 
and Columbia, dump into valleys.  Scrape out the coal and ship 
it to Moore Haven, Florida.  Burn the coal for energy with out-
dated equipment.  Dump the pollution in the surrounding area.  
Then send the electricity to power other cities. 
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Kill Everglades with Giant, Invasive "Biofuel" 
Grass? Florida Sierra Club 
  "The Sierra Club, as well as Florida agencies that 
deal with exotic plants, have concerns about the giant reed, 
which can grow up to 30 feet tall,” said Dan Hendrickson, legal 
chairman of the state Sierra Club.  "Biomass Investment Group 
Inc. of Gulf Breeze plans to plant 15,000 acres of a grass 
known as Arundo donax -- which it has renamed "E-Grass" -- 
north of Lake Okeechobee [FL]" 'They changed the name to 
deceive the public,' Hendrickson said. 'It is a deliberate ploy to 
get away from the bad reputation of Arundo donax.' "Matt 
King, Palm Beach County's environmental program supervisor, 
agrees Arundo donax is a problem in California, where a multi-
million-dollar effort to rid the state of it is under way." 
 The U.S. Department of Agriculture identifies the non
-native plant as invasive. See: www.invasive.org/eastern/srs/
GR.html.   Arrundo donax appears on State Noxious Weed 
Lists for 45 States by state agriculture and natural resource 
departments. Also, see "Invasive Plants of the Thirteen South-
ern States"  www.invasive.org/seweeds.cfm  "We cannot let an 
invasion of this invasive noxious giant water-drinking reed into 
central Florida headwaters of the Everglades wetland system. It 
will kill the Everglades by choking it to death. It is impossible 
to get rid of. "The roots go three feet deep.” There is a $9 bil-
lion restoration of the Everglades in place that  
would be put at risk.  Please contact your politicians. 

More Rock Mining Less Environment. 
Laura Hartt, Environmental Policy Specialist, Southeastern 
Natural Resource Center, National Wildlife Federation 
 Joe Boness, a rock miner from Collier County, wants 
to mine rock from "sending lands" and other environmentally 
protected lands to meet the demand for rock materials of vari-
ous types for roads and building cements. Collier County Com-
missioners called for a meeting between Boness and environ-
mental interest to discuss the issues. Overdevelopment and 
overpopulation are the real problems here. 
 Several other applications for large-scale excavation 
projects are pending throughout Lee County, and in some 
cases, these applications are not only bypassing public input 
but also, apparently, FWS review. Recent Lee County mining 
applications have been submitted by Resource Conservation 
Holdings (Corkscrew Excavation), Estero Group LTD, and 
Golfrock LLC. Cumulatively, the footprints for these three 
mines alone will result in the loss of more than 1800 acres of 
Secondary Zone panther habitat, lying adjacent to preserved 
mitigation areas within the Primary Zone. Add to this toll the 
unauthorized clearing by Parklands Ronto Group of 110 acres 
of Primary Zone panther habitat on South Florida Water Man-
agement District preserved lands adjacent to Corkscrew Re-
gional Ecosystem Watershed (CREW) lands as well as recent 
attempts by Six L’s Farms to sell 5120 acres of Primary and 
Secondary zone panther habitat to Lee County for mining pur-
poses. 

POLLUTANTS BOUND FROM LAKE TO 
PEACE RIVER Herald Tribune 10/16/06 
Release will be a mixed bag, but better than going dry  
By Kate  Spinner 
  During the dry season, an extra 3 billion gallons of 
water will flow into the Peace River from one of the state's 

most polluted lakes as part of a plan to keep the riverbed from 
turning to cracked earth.  Both environmental groups and water 
suppliers applaud the plan because a river that strands fish does 
more harm than a river that carries dirty water. 
They're also counting on a second project -- a man-made marsh 
-- to help remove some of the pollution from Lake Hancock 
before it reaches the river, which flows to Charlotte Harbor. 
The projects are not designed to impact drinking water supplies 
but could make the treatment process less expensive for the 
supplier, the Peace River Water Authority. 
  The authority draws 5 billion gallons of river water a 
year to serve taps in Charlotte, DeSoto, Manatee and Sarasota 
counties.  Lisa Beever, executive director of the Charlotte Har-
bor Estuary Program, said she welcomes the added water be-
cause the harbor becomes too salty in the dry season and threat-
ens marine life. "It's a balance between trying to get estuaries 
more fresh water and the quality of that water," Beever said. 
  The Southwest Florida Water Management District, 
known as SWIFTMUD, expects approval for the $100 million 
water project within six months. SWIFTMUD has yet to apply 
for a permit to build the $20 million marsh. Both projects are 
scheduled to be finished within four years. 

KAYAKING JOHNSON BAY -   Outing Report by 
Trip Leader Victor Hill 
 Our hardy explorers, Victor, Jennifer, Steve, Glenn, 
and Connie, shoved off from the Isle of Capri on their adven-
ture of exploration.  They experienced some rain, but the 
cloudy conditions and wind made kayaking more enjoyable.  
Little wildlife was seen, but they had a great time discussing 
the history of Capri and Marco, specifically about efforts to 
restore the water flow between Tarpon and Johnson bays.  
They stopped off at Keewaydin Island for lunch and a short 
hike before heading back. The island is nice because it has 
marked trails and would be ideal for camping. The trip back 
was exciting with shoals to contend with that generated a lot of 
waves with the wind on their backs and 4 to 5 foot rollers.  This 
gave them a lot of sport.  Connie’s well-known knowledge of 
the wildlife and plants added greatly to the adventure.  They 
finished off with drinks and appetizers at a restaurant.  Wish I 
were there! 

CALOOSA FEST 
The Rotary International Clean Water Festival for Southwest 
Florida. 
When: Saturday, February 24, 2007 from 11 AM to 5 p.m. 
Where: Centennial Park, Downtown Fort Myers. 
Details: WWW.Caloosa Fest.org 
Contact: John Van Lente, Fort Myers Beach Rd. Ray club, and 
239-243-9670. 
Sponsored by the Rotary International, the first annual Caloosa 
Fest will be a day of family-friendly, fun filled outdoors activi-
ties with music, food, exhibits, kids activities, water events, 
and much more, all focusing on the importance of clean water 
for Southwest Florida.  Everyone is invited to Centennial Park 
to hear live music from local artist, while we learn about the 
connections between our rivers in coastlines and the ways we 
live our lives, including what we do in our own backyards.  
You can join in the hands-on activities with native landscaping 
techniques, buy native plants, ask questions about local land-
scape and water issues, and do so much more! 
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        Fun Fund Raiser for Calusa Group  
December 10, 2006 2-7PM An everglades presentation. Nature photographer Brian Call , will present his work for sale to the 
public and a slide show about the Florida panther. Also, Charles Sobczak, author of Alligators, Sharks & Panthers: Deadly 
Encounters with Florida's Top Predator - Man , will be on hand for a book signing. Charles is a well-known writer on the 
South Florida environment.  Come for food, drinks, raffle, and block party on the banks of the beautiful  Imperial River.  Call 
Corey at 887-0095 for further information RSVP. 
 

Bonita Springs on Kent Rd. 
Please be a good neighbor we want to live here 

too! 
Music by 

Yearly Elections To The Board Of Directors 
Circle one for each person.  Please clip this and mail it to: 

Those up for two year terms: 
Dave Parton   Yes No 
Ellen Peterson   Yes No 
Cindy Kraft   Yes No 
Cullum Hasty   Yes No 
Bob Krasowski   Yes No 
Jan Krasowski   Yes No 
Brigita Gahr    Yes No 
 
Nomination______________________________________________________________ 
 The following individuals are completing the second year of their two-year term: Lori Coulter, Loren Wieland, Connie 
Langmann, and, Corey Hyde.  Please nominate others to be elected to the Board of Directors. 
 

SIERRA CLUB-CALUSA GROUP 
Po. Box 345 

Estero, FL 33928 
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All participants are required to sign a liability waiver on Sierra Club outings(www.sierraclub.org/outings/national/
paritcipantforms.asp)  .  Unless a fee is noted, suggested voluntary donations for outings are $3 Sierra Club members/ $5 non-
members.  Donated funds help defray The Calusa Digest newsletter costs.   
 Dec. 8, Fri., Women’s Little Manatee River Kayak Trip.  Before the holidays get too hectic, come relax and paddle this 
beautiful river.  Contact Sue at bradon11@earthlink.net or 813-622-1800. Near Sun City Center-SE Hillsborough County 
(Suncoast Group). 
 Jan. 1, Mon. 8:30 a.m., Myakka River State Park Hike.  Start out the New Year with a refreshing 4-6 mile walk.  Bring 
water, wear sturdy wettable shoes, sunscreen and lunch to eat afterward.  Reserve with Sally at 941-484-4113.  North of Sarasota 
(Manatee-Sarasota Group)  
 Jan. 13, Sat. 8:00- 10:30 a.m.  Estero Bay Buffer Hike.  Bird Patroller Pat will guide us through this Conservation 20/20 
Preserve off of Island Park Road where she conducts monthly bird counts.  Although we will only cover 2-3 miles, this hike is 
rated moderate to strenous because we will not be following an established trail. We will be “bushwhacking” and your feet may 
get wet.  Limited to 12 participants.  Sign up with Brigita at bbgahr@earthlink. or 239-337-1857.  For information on more public 
hikes on other Conservation 20/20 Preserves, go to www.birdpatrol.org  North of Estero (Calusa Group). 
 Feb.-Sun. 24-25, Sat.  SW Florida Weekend Adventure:  Fakahatchee Strand Guided Swamp Walk, Camping and Canoe-
ing.   A park biologist will lead us through this slow-moving freshwater slough that is warmer than the ambient temperatures in 
the winter.  You will be moving slowly through thigh-deep water that is the orchid and bromeliad capital of the continent with 44 
native orchids and 14 native bromeliad species, as you pass under the cypress and native royal palm tree canopy.  The walk is 
scheduled from 10 am -3 pm and costs $35 per person (limited to 12 people).  We will camp at Collier-Seminole State park and 
paddle the Blackwater River the following morning.  Canoe rentals are available for $5 + tax per hour or bring your own kayak 
or canoe.  Camping and three meals (dinner, breakfast and lunch) will cost $20.00.  Leader has a couple of extra tents available.  
Camping is limited to 16 people and the swamp walkers will have priority.   Rated moderate (the ground below the water may be 
uneven- you will need a walking stick).  Reserve early with Brigita at bbgahr@earthlink.net 239-337-1857. SE of Naples off of 
U.S. 41. 
 Mar. 18, Sun. 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.  6-8 mile hike along the Florida Trail through the Big Cypress National Preserve.  This 
trip was rescheduled from last Nov. We will trek through cypress forest, hammocks and prairie.  Water can be ankle deep.  Rated 
moderate to strenuous, depending on the route we take (main trail or side loop).  Limited to 15 people.  Reserve with Brigita at  
bbgahr@earthlink. or 239-337-5979. East of Naples off mile marker 63 (Calusa Group).   
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