Explore, Enjoy and Protect the Planet

Fall, 2006

JOIN US AT OUR MEETINGS

First Thursday of each month,-6:30 PM at The UratatJniversalist Church, (off Daniels Parkway)-1343hire Lane, Ft. Myers.

For information callLoren (239 267-1566

Group News

Welcome to our new chairperson, Ellen PetersBhen has
been a longtime Sierra member, as well as many aftoeips
in the area being a highly experienced warhorgbetnviron-
mental causes. Don't worry, Lori Coultier our waedy, is
still the conservation chair.

We donated $100 to the Responsible Growth Managée
Coalition to cosponsor the movi€ern Gully that was pre-
sented in Centennial Park, free to the public.

Connie Langmann updated our web page. Please visit

We have decided to ask for a refund of the futhmizated to
the Babcock Preservation Partnership and lategdatgd for
the Sierra Club challenge for the purchase of thtéree Bab-
cock Ranch, as the challenge was withdrawn.

Dig This: Gopher Tortoise Victory, from Defenders
of Wildlife

There is a light at the end of the burrow for tmelerground-
dwelling gopher tortoise. In June, the FloridahFand Wild-
life Conservation Commission voted to uplist theld rep-
tiles to “threatened,” giving it more protectionthre state. And
next in September, the commission will bring toesma a rule
that caused many of these creatures to be buried ial their
burrows during construction projects.

A Little Bit of Green Water Goes a Long Way

and Someone Wants to Dig a Hole!

Senator Bill Nelson scooped some algae laden viaier the
Saint Lucia River and took it to Washington to egihe the
need to vote on the Water Resources and DevelopAwntf
2005, also known as WRDA. The bill passed in Juig &-
cludes authorizations for two projects that aretregrio the
Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan (CERE)$1.2
billion cleanup of the Indian River Lagoon in Martand St.
Lucie counties and the $350 million Picayune Streestora-
tion project in Collier County.

In the opposing directionwe have Governor Jeb Bush, a pro-

posed Everglades restoration proponent, pushingrdéate a
reservoir in the Everglades close to the size deL@keecho-
bee to facilitate draining the Everglades. Aresthéis true
colors? Please contact the governor's office to oppose this

devastationat 335-2224, jeb.bush@myflorida.com , The Capi-

tol, 400 South Monroe Street, Tallahassee, FL 32399

Developer Joins Calusa Trustees.
The News Press August 02, 2006.
Syd Kitson was welcomed with open arms to the Badrd

Trustees of the Calusa Nature Center. The cemterbben
voted the best nature center in the state andritpepty is
rented from the city of Fort Myers. Kitson is chmé&n and
CEO of Kitson & Partners, a real estate companyiape-
ing in the management and development of mastemplh
communities, golf courses, commercial projectsonegrop-
erties and entertainment facilities. Sanders Leamallthe
director of the center, and Mr. Kitson have beemgierm
friends from the East Coast. Mr. Lewallen has nettirned
my phone calls in an attempt to clarify this seegnimcon-
gruity.

Bonita Springs Officials Take a Swing at the
DR/GR and Other Areas

From Denise L. Scott, The News Press, July 30, 2006
The Bonita City Council voted to start searching doplace
for a baseball stadium. One of these areas igttremely
sensitive Density Reduction Groundwater ResourceaAr
They are also looking along the north side of Baeach
road between Interstate 75 and Logan Blvd., orgaBanita
Grande. "East of 75, there are fewer owners and|azaa.
It's the easiest, cleanest, least expensive rosdgd’ D'Ales-
sandro, who writes a real estate column for The \NBvess.
Dan Wagner, president of the master associatiokVat-
thington, said residents have heard that a potesididium is
close by. "We have concerns," he said. "If agazalk is im-
mediately across (Bonita Beach Road), lights aaffitrare
always a concern." Wagner said it's too soondsidents to
speak for or against such a project. Is trustsasod here?
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Is Lee Water Dangerous?

The Red Dirift Algae may be laced with a carcinogeadaic
acid. In Ft Myers people are developing lesions bisters
after contact. Testing for this tumor promoterlsigégin on
Wed. July 5. There are no results at this point.

Source of Brown Water Baffles Scientists
Published on Mon, 10 Jul 2006 Naples Daily News patch
of water that resembles chocolate milk is lingeringPine
Island Sound and boggling scientists. "We don'tvkrex-
actly what's going on," said Jennifer Nelson, emwvinental
consultant for the Florida Department of Environta¢®ro-
tection. "It seems like it's something perhaps aimah"
From the north end of Pine Island Sound to Red#abs the
muddy water extends across the bulk of the sountnb
one knows where it came from, why it's lingeringvdrat it
is. As of the date of this newsletter. It seems toehdigsi-
pated.

Sanibel Under Algae Attack

Lyngbia, an alga washing up on the beaches, is kriovbe
cancerous, cause both rashes and blisters, angic®timor
compounds in both marine life and humans. It canse
your mucus membranes and your eyes to become swolle
and red. Collections of the strain have been foailhdver

the island. Scientists have already taken localpsesnto
North Carolina for further study.

More Phosphate to SwallowFrom the Creeks Con-
nect Us

Department of Environmental Protection puts photplia
terests above environmental concerns. The dectsignant
a permit to strip-mine for phosphate near HorseeKis dis-
appointing but not surprising, after a judge's nguilding on
the issue and the state's long history of accomtimagi¢he
phosphate industry to the detriment of Florida\@remment.
DEP Secretary Colleen Castille, announced the ateap-
proval Tuesday, said the Ona/Fort Green mine's iperm
"ensures protection” of Horse Creek in the headwaiéthe
Peace River in Hardee County. That's a bold asserEP
officials have said the Mosaic Co.'s plans prothet Peace
River by prohibiting mining in Horse Creek's 10aydlood
plain. But the DEP should have denied any new rgimpier-
mits until an independent, comprehensive studyhosphate
mining's cumulative impact on the river's watersthed con-
ducted.

EPA Wants to Pollute Your Drinking Water

The US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) hes
posed a new and dangerous loophole in the Cleapn\/#at.
The proposed rule would effectively eliminate amgtric-
tions or permits regulating water transfers fromiysed
lakes to drinking water sources. This rule cowduit in
health risk not only to our nation’s polluters, botiblic
health and safety.

The act was designed to keep our water, cleah emn-
power the EPA to enforce its provisions. Exemptthg
EPA from the very law they are charge of enfording trou-
bling precedent. Presently the law requires pe&rtoitensure
that water transfers do not create problems. (plosection
must not be erased. Transferring water from ondy ko
another, regardless of the quality of the wateunldt®pread
pollutants including industrial waste, sewage, 8iva spe-
cies, agricultural waste, and other contaminantsetasitive

natural areas and drinking water sources. In othands,
polluted water, including sewage, could be dumpea your
drinking water. Please contact the EPAand voice your
opinion on this issue. EPA water transfer Dockenhumber
EPA-HQ-OW-2006-0141. Address:

US Environmental Protection Agency.

Office of Water (4101 M)

1200 Pennsylvania Ave. Northwest

Washington, DC, 20460

Our oceans

Of course we all like to think that nothing bady@ng to
happen. But if you don't believe what everyoneaging in
the scientific world, take a look at this hyperspémok at the
oceans: http://www.latimes.com.news/local/oceasnéleans
-serries.0.7824752.special.

The Babcock Ranch City

I am sure that everyone would agree with me, Babcock
Ranch issue certainly has been an interesting Maoy
Round. Most of us will really never know what ruhap-
pened in all its various gyrations. Some say thate were
great benefits derived and a wonderful environnigngzn-
sitive city will be developed, with a vast tractthé previous
ranch lands being preserved "forever". Othersthay the
city itself will destroy anything being preservedthe area.
Nonetheless, we will have one more city larger thiaples
using the area, as the Sierra Club dropped itdertgd to the
changes to Charlotte Counties Comprehensive Larmd-Us
Plan. The Calusa group was against dropping thiectge.

Another organization could press another chghero
these changes and perhaps this time stop the eletrelop-
ment. Neither the Sierra Club nor the Babcock éxegion
Partnership is in a position to do this. Also,
Lee County is in a position to purchase the
4000 acres of the ranch in Lee County. That
with a refusal to provide tax support to the

development from the taxpayers would be

an appropriate action for our county com-
missioners. Please contact your county
commissioners at335-2224.

Has anyone noticed that things are pretty cro®dadst
wait! During the hubbub of Babcock the city calléde
Maria is being built in South Collier County. Armver
there, east of the Babcock city, we have anotheresting
development called a university extension and sunting
city. There’'s more, 10 miles from Babcock Ranclke @am-
eratta's 5,860-acre proposed master community Areadia
in DeSoto County. Crowded! Now after a new intest
highway is put down the center of the state, it i easier
to move from Florida. The term urban sprawl doesfih@any
more, perhaps urban splat!

So what are the results after all of this? \&eehfour more
cities in an already overly developed Southwdstidra.
The developmental corporations and building induysin-
cluding infrastructure, make a fortune. The lafmce will
move on to the next boom. The people who benefitrait
suffer the consequences. Are very many of thesedBoh
Directors or stockholders of these corporationsp vare
benefiting, going to live in Southwest Florida? Bytbu will
have a front row seat along with all your new néigts sit-
ting next to you on the roads hoping to go somewher

This essay is purely the view of the editor.
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IT IS NECESSARY TO SIGN THIS AGAIN
PLEASE THE DOUBLE SIGNATURES WILL BE REMOVED

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT PETITION FORM
104.185 — A person who knowingly signs a petitiopetitions for a candidate, minor political party,an issue
more than one time commits a misdemeanor of teedigree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 6r5.083.
| am a registered voter of Floridaand hereby petition the Secretary of State to plaedollowing amendment
to the Florida Constitution on the ballot in thexhgeneral election.

| AM REGISTERED TO VOTE IN COUNTY

NAME STREET ADDRESS

PleasePRINT Name as it appears on Voter [.D. CREINT Current Physicahddress( NO PO BOXES)
CITY , FL ZIP SACOUNTY

(County of residence)

IS THIS A CHANGE OF ADDRESS FOR VOTER REGISTRATION SAME COUNTY? Yes_ No____

VOTER REGISTRATION NUMBER -or- DAOF BIRTH / /

X DATE

SIGNATURE AS IT APPEARS ON VOTER I.D. CARD DATE SIG NED

BALLOT TITLE: REFERENDA REQUIRED FOR ADOPTION AND A MENDMENT OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT
COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE PLANS.

BALLOT SUMMARY : Establishes that before a local government maytaalopw comprehensive land use
plan, or amend a comprehensive land use plan rdpoged plan or amendment shall be subject toofdtee
electors of the local government by referendunpwahg preparation by the local planning agencyysid-
eration by the governing body and notice. Proviigfmitions.
FULL TEXT OF PROPOSED AMENDMENT:
BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF FLORIDA THAT
Article Il, Section 7. Natural resources and scenibeauty of the Florida Constitution is amended to add te f
lowing subsection:
Public participation in local government comprehem$and use planning benefits the conservationpane
tection of Florida’s natural resources and scerauby, and the long-term quality of life of Floads. There-
fore, before a local government may adopt a newpeehensive land use plan, or amend a comprehensive
land use plan, such proposed plan or plan amendshaiitbe subject to vote of the electors of trealgov-
ernment by referendum, following preparation bylteal planning agency, consideration by the gowvern
body as provided by general law, and notice thereaflocal newspaper of general circulation. Noand
referendum will be as provided by general law. Tdnseendment shall become effective immediately wamn
proval by the electors of Florida.
For purposes of this subsection:
1 1. "“Local government” means a county or munigtgal
2 2. "Local government comprehensive land use ptaeans a plan to guide and control future land ldeve
opment in an area under the jurisdiction of a lgmalernment.
3 3. “Local planning agency” means the agencylotal government that is responsible for the pratian
of a comprehensive land use plan and plan amendraéet public notice and hearings and for making
recommendations to the governing body of the Igoakrnment regarding the adoption or amendment of
a comprehensive land use plan.
4 4.*"Governing body” means the board of county sossioners of a county, the commission or courfcil o
a municipality, or the chief elected governing badiya county or municipality, however designated.
Serial Number 05-18ate Approved June 21, 2005

Return to: Florida Hometown Democracy, Inc.,
P.O. Box 636, New Smyrna Beach, FL 32170-0636
http://www.FloridaHometownDemocracy.com

ph/fax:: 386-424-0860 email:info@floridahometowntbcracy.com
PLEASE HELP US! Contributions should be made payable to “Floridartdtown Democracy, Inc.”



For the First Time
We May Have a Chance
To change the Future of Lee County
A Green Commission Can be Ours
Calusa Group has not entered the political arena inlecades
Our home is in real environmental danger
Our beaches often smell. Fish die and the water caes skin rashes
Our Caloosahaatchee is being destroyed by contamiteal water from unnecessary re-
leases
Our small rivers are being channelized and turnednto murky canals
We drink bottled water and water our plants on strictly controlled schedules
Road rage greets us each day on our travels from he
We must turn to our commissioners and ask that they

TURN LEE COUNTY AROUND

We ask that you join in support of FRANK MANN and ANDY COY
Both candidates have committed to the following
Vote for Protection of our Natural Resources
Vote for and Support "0" impact development
Vote for and Support no increase in density in th®RGR (Density reduction groundwa-
ter resource) areas in the county
Only support the intrusion of highway 951 on any esterly alignment through the DRGR
if it is limited access, toll and elevated throughvet lands
Vote for the implementation and support the purchae of the 4000 remaining acres of
Babcock land in Lee County
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Sept. 8-10, Fri, 4 pm.-Sun. 12 noon. Outings Leadélraining Weekend at Camp Dorothy Thomas in Hillsbor-

ough County, FL. A dynamic weekend of interactigarning, networking with leaders from outing praxgs, and , lots of fun.
This OLT 101 & OLT 201 training includes food, tigslodging, and materials, and costs only $45fgmrfor all outing leaders

alike. Two training stipends are available for@Sal Group members- contact bbgahr@earthlink.fetlearn more and register for

the training see http://www.sierraclub.org/outitigghing/ and refer to workshop # 06996A.
Sept. 17-22. Trip to the Sierra Club’s Clair TappanLodge in California. Activities include: hiking, rock climb-

ing, swimming, fishing, biking, plus kayaking andttsprings! The lodge built by Sierra volunteargtie 1930’s is located in the
High Sierras (7,000 ft.) and provides family-styheals, trail guides, library, and bunk beds. Tagt is around $400 for six days
and five nights (airfare extra). Limited to 14 pegants, reserve early with Peter Mitchell at 9%28-8006, palmettop2@yahoo.com

or Ed Martin at 941-747-2801. Check out lodgetd:Hwww.sierraclub.org/outings/lodges/ciiManatee-Sarasota Group)

Sep 23/24, Overnight backpack trip to Mossy IslandCampsite - Myakka River State Park. Explore this beauti-
ful park and learn about what Florida's prairiesiie. An easy backpack of only about 5 milesltdtanit 6. Leader Mike Pici,
727-798-9227 or revmp777@earthlink.net (SuncoasbN&arasota)

Oct 7/8, Little Manatee River Paddle.The cleanest and remotest river in Hillsborough @puEasy paddling trip, good
for beginners. Rentals are very reasonable. Lintieth participants. Leader Rudy Scheffer, 727 8285, (Suncoast- SE of
Tampa).




Oct 15, Sun. 9 a.m. Gopher Tortoise Interpretive Hie. An interpretive hike through Boyd Hill Park's uptsned by
field biologist and environmental educator Georgeédkinrich. For more information or directions ctile park at (727) 893-7326.
Hike begins at the Nature Center and will last agpnately two hours. Free with admission and famitiented. This fills up fast.
Limited to twenty; please call to register Outingsader Pat Kiesylis 727 528 7220 (Suncoast-St.rflmieg)

Oct. 28, Sat., 9 a.m. Kayak through Johnson Bay ofisles of Capri A leisurely paddle across Johnson Bay and
into backwaters near the Gulf of Mexico looking foanatees, ospreys, pelicans and whatever elsemappearn about the history
of the area and enjoy a short hike on Sea OatdsMfe'll stop for lunch and to relax before makihg short paddle back to Capri.
Bring your own kayak or rent one. The first legtiog trip will take about two hours, the second dbgut an hour. You must have
some paddling experience and be able to make antst and exit from a kayak. Expect to finish eadymid-afternoon, cost is $30
per single kayak, $45 per tandem. Contact Victdr &i(239) 438-5286 or victusmaximus@comecast.hehited to 15 participants.
(Calusa- S of Naples)

Nov. 12, Sun. 9:00 a.m. Hike the Big Cypress:ction of the Florida Trail 6-8 mile moderate hikeof Interstate I-75.
Bring along a bag lunch. For more information amdeserve, contact Brigita at bbgahr@earthlinkore239-337-1857. Limited to
15 participants. (Calusa-E of Naples).

Volunteers Needed to Help with Monthly Work Sessios at the Holton Eco-Preserve

9:00 am — 12:00 noon the third Saturday of eachtmon the grounds of the Unitarian Universalist ehuof Fort Myers (see ad-
dress below). Bring gloves, water, sunscreen anch. For more information contact Dave at 239-8462.

An Opportunity for Parents of Elementary School AgeChildren

On November 4, 2006 from 9:00a.m.--12:00 noonee fvorkshop, entitled Parents as Ecology TeachersWill be presented by
John Kiseda, Education Coordinator, Lee County Btepent of Parks and Recreation. The workshop wdlphyour family
really enjoy nature. Bring your children becausefchild care will be provided for children undéx and the elementary-age chil-
dren will be engaged by a Master Naturalist whovikmdow to play ball with nature. Location: Umigan Universalist Church of
Fort Myers; 13411 Shire Lane, Fort Myers, FL (nathDaniels Parkway).

For more information on the program and registrafiworkshop limited to 36 parents) e-mail to: mgalez4@swfla.rr.com

A big thanks to VICTOR HILL for conducting first aid and CPR training for newting leaders this past April. Not only did
he do a super job as a trainer, he also generdosigted the training fees to the Calusa Group. alst congratulate Victor for be-
coming a Sierra Club Outing Leader. He will bereag addition to our outings program! Check outdhéngs listings for informa-
tion on his October kayaking trip south of Naples.

700 Babcock ranch T-shirts available

Our representative from the Babcock Ranch PregervBartnershipCarl Veaux, has some where in the neighborhood€ofT-
shirts remaining for sale at a discount for $1Qaieleach. There are two or three different stgfesrious sizes. Carl can be
reached at cveaux@aol.camat Sierra Club meetings.

Coastal Oil Drilling Congress sides with Big Oil, from Defenders of #fie-August. Taking a vacation from common sense
earlier this week, Congress voted to expand haroffghore drilling. Instead of relying on Americargenuity and know how to
reduce our dependence on fossil futis, Senate decided to go with a dirty solution thaputs our beaches and coastal wildlife

in jeopardy. You can say thank you to Senator Martinez fdirggbur beaches out in a deal created by manyressgen from
states that do not even have beaches. The mon#heftease sale 181 off Florida's coast will beding, Louisiana, Texas, and
Mississippi, who were not affected by this. Flarigkts nothing! | hope you vote! Please conteat gongressmen.
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#* Vacant Vice Chair *
T Corey Hyde Flexcom 239-887-0095 cmhjunques@yahoo.com 3:
# Cindy Kraft Secretary & Treasurer 239-851-1969 csk1952@hotmail *
T Bobbie Lee Gruninger Special Events -299-5891 bleegruninger@comcast.nef
?; Connie Langmann Publicity 239-694-5513 GAEAKayaks@aol.com ;
#* Loren Wieland Newsletter & Membership 239-2671566 Lorenlw@aol.com A
T Brigita Gahr Outings 239-3351 bbgahr@earthlink.net ?;
# Cullum Hasty Political & ABM Rep. 2318-8653 cullumhasty@comcast.net 3
T Carl Veaux Babcock Rep cveaux@aol.com T
T Dave Parton Liaison UU Church 239-415-8402 dpart31@aol.com g
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Up Coming Programs Starting at 6:30 p.m. Before Baa Meetings

Sept 7, 2006 Florida Yards and Neighborhoods Progma- Carol Siferd will share how the FYN Program helgsi-
dents reduce pollution, conserve water and enhidneieenvironment by improving home and landscapeagement.

Oct. 5 Naples Biofuel Organization- Promotes sustainability by upgrading existing digesvered vehicles to run on 100%
recycled vegetable olil, radically lowering vehielmissions with a fuel cost less than $.05/gallowiwmnaplesbiofules.com

November 2, 2006: Nancy Kilmartin, Lee county rangr at Manatee River Parkand formerly at Koreshan
Sate Park will present a program on the historylofind Key. We will view old pictures and documetitat will be kept in the
archives. An interesting presentation you wonfia miss.

Dec. 7 Pot Luck Dinner Social- Relax, eat and socialize with fellow Sierrans. nBra dish to pass and what ever drinks
you wish to share.

January 4, 2007: David Bates, Program Manager fothe Sunshine Energy Programwith Florida Power and
Light (FPL) will be speaking about energy consdorataind renewable energy. Sunshine Energy is Avaefimade and generated
from wind, bioenergy and the sun. Your participatin the program helps avoid more than 8,000 pswidarbon dioxide emis-
sions from entering the air every year - as much ear would produce in almost 9,000 miles of digyvi

Kathy Schmitt, also from FPL, will be answering gtiens on residential solar installations.

§%&&Q@A&x%%'&%&ﬂ&&&Q&&%&x%%'&%%Q@A'&%%&%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%&%

Fun Fund Raiser for Calusa Group
December 9, 2006 An everglades presentatioNature photographasrian Call, will present his work for sale to
& the public and a slide show about the Florida pemthlso,Charles Sobczak author ofAlligators, Sharks & Pan-
Q& thers: Deadly Encounters with Florida's Top Predate Man , will be on hand for a book signing. Charles is a
well-known writer on the South Florida environme@ome for food, drinks, raffle, and block partythe banks of
*, the beautiful Imperial River. Call Corey at 88395 for further information.

Please be a good neighbor we want to live here too!
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Membership

. _ _ _ FGCU Lags behind. Monday 31 July, 2006
Join today and receive a FREE Sierra Club Gift

Ten years ago, the Responsible Growth Manage@eat
lition and others, including the Calusa Group,lsdta law-

Name suit over the location of Florida Gulf Coast Unisiey,
|é<§[(;ress which was built on land that had been set asidefimiron-
|
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I
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|
1
- | mental preservation, the density reduction groureivee-
| State Zip : source area (DR/GR). It's Time for a Checkup. Fétle-
I
I
I
]

ment agreement created the Arnold Committee, Nafoed
Rep. Keith Arnold, who brokered the deal. The cotteri
created a report recommending a long list of astimcused
on protecting and enhancing the 275,000 acre wstdrand

| Check enclosed, made payablé&terra Club

| Master Card Visa  Am EX

| Cardholder name

| Card # Exp.Date
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its tributaries. This includes the DR/GR.

A surface water management master plan, a mestgs
MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES o '
DNIDUAL JOINT ronmental mitigation strategy for the county, amdEstero
| INTRODUCTORY $25 Bay management and improvement plan for the uriiyers
| REGULAR $39 $47 have all lagged behind schedule and are long oeerdiney
| SUPPORTING $75 $100 need to be adopted and recommendations need tolbe f
| CONTRIBUTING $150 $175 lowed. The Estero Bay Agency for Bay Management

sity has done a lot of very positive and well thiolugut ac-

| SENIOR $24 $32 . _ |
| STUDENT $24 $32 tions and environmental protection. It has yeintplement
| LIMITED INCOME $24 $32 the production of the University Village intendex @éccom-

modate the needs of the faculty and students innapact
| P.O. Box 52968 Boulder CO 80322-2968 and environmentally sensitive manner.
|Ca|usa Chapter 3303 Merwin, president of Gulf Coast University, certly re-
——————————————————————— ' ported that the Water Management District, Depantnud
Environmental Protection, and Army Corps of Engisesre
also entities responsible for implementing specificom-
mendations. Mr. Merwin is having the faculty revi¢he
Arnold report and the university's role.
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| LIFE $1000 $1250 | (ABM) was created and needs a paid director. Titieeu-
|
|
|
| Enclose check and mail &ierra Club :
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