
NOTE: We are in for the fight of our lives 

over the Florida Hometown Democracy 

Amendment that will appear on the 2010 

ballot.  Powerful (and rich) forces who op-

pose citizen involvement in land use deci-
sions are already spreading myths.  The arti-

cle below is edited from a longer article writ-

ten by Lesley Blackner, Esquire, President of 

Florida Hometown Democracy, in response 

to these opponents.  Her full article, along 

with other tools for telling the truth about 

Amendment 4, can be found on our web site 

at: http://florida.sierraclub.org/northeast. 

 

   The folks who paved over paradise with over-construction and crashed our 

economy are in full spin mode now that Florida Hometown Democracy is on the 

November 2010 ballot as Amendment 4. 
   This amendment to the Florida Constitution mandates that changes to local 

growth plans (aka comprehensive plans) approved by your city or county com-

mission must then go to the voters for final approval or rejection.  Millions of 

taxpayer dollars are spent crafting these plans in order to provide for orderly 

growth, and ensure that your community isn’t swallowed by a tidal wave of out 

of control construction. 

   Amendment 4 gives the people a vote on growth.  It will reform the developer/

politician dynamic. A campaign designed to spread disinformation is already 

boiling.   

   Our desperate opponents, the “say anything campaign,” say you’ll have to vote 

on hundreds and thousands of little things.  Fact check:  referenda will track com-
mission votes.  So if your commission approves five ordinances approving 

growth plan changes, there will be five referenda.   If our politicians respect our 

plans, which have lots of growth built in already, we won’t need to vote very 

often. 

   Our opponents say we live in a representative democracy and just have to elect 

better officials.  My response:  been there, tried that.  By the time they hand out 

the comp plan changes it’s too late.  The damage is done.  Look at your officials.  

Too many of them haven’t done a good job of representing the people.  

   The first thing I suggest you do when you read a letter, column or blog in oppo-

sition to Amendment 4, is Google the name of the author.  Chances are, the au-

thor makes his living off sprawl or works in government (which is often the same 

thing.)   The “say anything campaign” is desperate to preserve a rotten status quo.  
Immunize yourself now.  We still have 14 months till November 2010.  

 

Jacksonville City Council Votes to Oppose Amendment 4  
   As the Sierra Sentry was going to press on August 25, the City Council ap-

proved a resolution to oppose Amendment 4.  The vote was taken without discus-

sion or comment. 
   The resolution was sponsored by City Council President Dan Davis, who, co-

incidently, is Executive Director of the Northeast Florida Builders Association, 

which opposes the amendment. 

Myths of Amendment 4's Opponents  
   You may have noticed - we’ve gotten a lot of 

rain lately.  In fact, we are currently eight inches 

above normal for the year, bringing the total to 

40.6 inches since January.  Luckily, Florida is 

essentially a big sponge, so flooding problems 
are short lived.  Run-off, however, is still a prob-

lem as we continue to pave more of the state, 

making it impermeable. 

   I am keenly aware of how much water my 

family uses, checking it with each monthly state-

ment.  It’s like a game to see how much LESS 

water we can use.  We don’t have a sprinkler 

system and our yard is mostly xeriscaped.  (This 

means that should I stop trimming the naturally 

growing flora, my house would be completely 

overtaken and unrecognizable as a dwelling 

within two weeks.)   
   Anyway, I’ve wanted to buy rain barrels for 

my gutter downspouts for a long time but always 

thought they were too expensive.  So when I saw 

that the Duval County Extension Office was 

having a seminar to learn how to make one, and 

for $35 dollars, I could not only take the class, 

but also leave with a ready to use rain barrel, I 

signed up and dragged my 14 year old son with 

me so he could get one also. 

   I set up my barrel that evening and woke up to 

rain which started at approximately 6:00 a.m.  
One hour later, my 55 gallon rain barrel was 

overflowing!  I was shocked at how much water 

could be captured from roof run-off. 

   Only 3% of the Earth’s water is fresh enough 

for use.  Of that, nearly 70% is used for irriga-

tion leaving a scant few drops for human con-

sumption – and demand is growing as popula-

tions increase.  In 1989 I had a college professor 

who said that “if Florida’s population continues 

to grow at the present rate, we only have enough 

fresh water for another 15 years”.  That was 20 

years ago.  Since we are reluctant to acknowl-
edge the big blue elephant in the room that is 

over population, we ALL need to get on board 

with conservation efforts including rain barrels. 
 

Note: Run-off water is not potable.  There is some 
evidence that it should not be used to water edible 
plants due to chemicals in roofing materials. 
 

   For instructions on how to make a rain barrel, see: 
http://florida.sierraclub.org/northeast. 
   For a profile of Lisa Goodrich, see page 3. 

Water, Water Everywhere  
By Lisa Goodrich 



No pets allowed on outings except where designated in the outings description.  Outing participants 
are required to sign a waiver and release of liability at the start of the outing.  The waiver can be 
found at: 
http://www.sierraclub.org/outings/national/participantforms/forms/individual_waiver.pdf. 
 
 

JOIN US ON MEETUP: 
Details of all outings can be found on our Meetup web site.  Join our Meetup site for easy access to 
programs, outings, and interaction at: www.meetup.com/Sierra-Club-Northeast-Florida-Group 
 

 

Saturday, Sep. 19, 9:00 a.m.: Hike the Suwannee and Visit White Springs 
We'll join the North Florida Trailblazers on a 5 mile hike along the Big Shoals area of the 

Suwannee River, then tour the Nature & Heritage Tourism Center in White Springs and 

have a wonderful country-style lunch at the historic 100-year old Tilford Hotel.  For the 

hike, bring water, snack, comfortable shoes, cool clothing, hat, bug spray. A walking 

stick is a good idea as the trail has some ups and downs.  There is a $4.00 entrance fee 

per car for the hike (We’ll carpool from the Tourism Center).  Lunch is about $10.00.  

Meet at 9:00 a.m. at the State of Florida's Nature & Heritage Tourism Center located in 

the center of White Springs.  The building is on the corner of Spring St. (41) and Bridge 
St. (136).  Carpool to White Springs: Meet at the Days Inn parking lot near I-10/I-295 

at 7:15 a.m. sharp.  The Days Inn is located one block north of the I-10 Lane Avenue exit. 

This exit is east of I-295.  RSVP REQUIRED by Sep. 17 on our Meetup web site or to 

Outing Leader Bill Armstrong at armsfam@yahoo.com. 
 

Saturday, Oct. 3, 10:00 a.m.: Following the Freedom Trail, St. Augustine 
Ride the St. Augustine trolley with noted historian, David Nolan and follow the Freedom 

Trail. This trail brings to life the events that took place in St. Augustine that led to the 

passage of the landmark Civil Rights Act of 1964, one of the two great legislative accom-

plishments of that era.  This 1½ to 2 hour tour will leave from the Excelsior African 

American Museum & Cultural Center, 102 Dr. Martin Luther King Ave, St. Augustine at 

10 a.m. (This historic museum will also be open before and after). Tour costs are a $15 
per adult and $7 per student donation to ACCORD, Inc.  RSVP by Oct. 1.  RSVP on 

Meetup or to Shelly at shelfine@gmail.com or 825-8035.  Fee must be paid in advance in 

order to keep your reservation.  Make your check out to ACCORD and send to Shelly 

Fine, 4480 Deerwood Lake Parkway, #243, Jacksonville, FL 32216. Refunds can be ob-

tained with a one-week notice.  Sierra Club has a limit of approximately 26 people for 

this tour unless there are enough people for two tours. 
 

Saturday, Oct. 3, 9:00 a.m.: Biking in Guana 
Meet at the trailhead just past the dam. This will be a 2-tower tour so come prepared. This 

trip will be a bit more strenuous than last trip. Plan on bringing snacks and water.  We 

should be biking until 1:00 p.m. or so. The entrance to Guana and the dam is on the west 

side of A1A approximately 17 miles south of Butler Boulevard . $3.00 entrance fee to 
Guana. RSVP on our Meetup website or contact Leader Rob Eggers at  

reggers@bellsouth.net or (904) 223-5367. 
 

Saturday, Oct. 10, 7:45 a.m.: Water Adventure, Blue Springs State Park 
Blue Springs State Park will be the setting to cruise the St. Johns River and learn about its 

ecology. After the cruise we will tube, canoe, kayak, or frolic in the Springs. Visit the 

Park website at www.floridastateparks.org/bluespring.  It is only a ninety-minute drive to 

see one of the largest and most beautiful springs in North America which is a favorite 

habitat of manatee in the winter. We will leave from Tinseltown (beside the Mercantile 

Bank) at 7:45 a.m. and arrive in time for a two-hour cruise at 10 a.m.  We will have lunch 

(bring with you) and then you’re on your own to experience the Springs.  Park entrance 
fee is $6.00 per car. The cost for the cruise is adults $22.00, seniors $20.00, children 

$16.00. Canoes and kayaks can be rented at additional cost. RSVP by Oct. 3 on Meetup 

or to Shelly at shelfine@gmail.com or call (904) 825-8035. 
 

Friday - Sunday, Nov 5 - 7:  Annual Sierra Club Camporee 
See article on page 3 for details. 
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Help Wanted - Publicity Chair  
   We need a volunteer to help us publicize 

our Sierra Club events.  You would forward 

program and event info to various news 

sources and local calendars and update our 

list of media contacts when necessary. 

   You’ll be taking over from our very effi-

cient Melinda Eckert, so everything will be in 

top shape! 

   If interested, contact Janet Larson at jclar-

son@msn.com or 247-1876. 
 

Arboretum Workday - Sep. 12 
   This season's first “Saturday Helping in the 

Trees” is Sep. 12, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.  Bring 

gloves, bugspray, and proper footwear. Also 

bring hard rakes, shovels, chainsaws, loppers, 

and clippers if you can.  Sign up at: 

http://www.jacksonvillearboretum.org/ 
 

St. Johns River Update  
   Two bad things to report: 

1. Manatee deaths are up with 12 found dead 

so far this year.  Most are believed to have 

been caused by large vessel strikes. 

2. The River has turned green with a full-

algae bloom.  Low salinity in the river 

(caused by lots of rain) combined with 

added nitrogen from the rain runoff and 

warm river water (high 80s) are the perfect 

condition for the algae production and 
blooming. 

The Riverkeeper reports that the recent EPA 

Clean Water decision (see Quick Links item 

2 to the right) will go a long way in control-

ling nutrient pollution in waterways.  See  

http://www.riverhugger.com/ for more info. 

    Quick Links  
Recent links, news items, and updates: 

 

Ask City Council to Oppose 'Status Quo' 

on Development 
Our own Janet Stanko addresses the Coun-

cil’s attempt to undermine Hometown De-
mocracy. 
See:  http://tinyurl.com/lhogw5 
 

EPA Reaches Clean-Water Deal  
This finally limits the release of algae-feeding 
chemicals and will help our St. Johns! 
See:  http://tinyurl.com/l4g9j6 
 

Cost and Access Flaws Seen in Outer Belt-

way Proposal 
With the addition to the environmental con-
cerns, this outer beltway is a bad deal. 
See:  http://tinyurl.com/mpol96 
 

Scientists: Development Draining St. Johns 

Springs 
We’ve always known this; now there’s data to 
back it up. 
See:  http://tinyurl.com/ld47n7 
 

Navy's Training Plan Takes Dive in Flor-

ida, Georgia 

Environmental groups say sonar used at range 
could harm whales.  The fight is not over! 
See:  http://tinyurl.com/m5nuah 
 

Powerful Sides Face Off over Florida's 

Power-Saving Plan 
Activists to push for more conservation by 
JEA and other utility companies. 

See:  http://tinyurl.com/mgl2sz 
 

3306 

Annual Camporee  Set for November 5 - 7 at Ft. Clinch State Park  

   Our annual Sierra Club Camporee outing is set for November 5 - 7 at the Ft. Clinch 

State Park in Fernandina Beach.  There will be camping, hiking, ranger-led walks, 

cycling, swimming, boating, fishing and other activities available.  We plan on joining 

in on the Union Garrison Tour (where living historians recreate life at Fort Clinch 

during the Civil War) and the Candlelight Viewing of the fort. 
   We have a block of campsites reserved and you can camp both Friday and Saturday 

nights or just on Saturday night.  Campsites are shared - a half site for one tent is $15 

per night..  Bring all your own equipment, firewood, musical instruments (and voices 

and songs).  Bring something extra to share for a Saturday night potluck. 

   Ft. Clinch is a wonderful natural resource for all of us!  Space is limited and this 

outing is for Sierra members and guests only. Please get your reservations in early by 

contacting Karen Kempf at 904-482-5352 or kempf99@gmail.com. 
 

Meet Lisa Goodrich  
   Maybe you’ve been reading those great articles on Page 1 by Lisa Goodrich over the past few months and 

have become a fan.  Lisa responded to a request for contributing authors by becoming somewhat of a regular 

columnist.   

   Lisa describes herself as “...a 44 year old freelance writer, wife and mother of a teenage boy.  She is and 

always has been a keen observer and student of nature (except for her own teen years when she was com-

pletely self-absorbed).  She’s much like Dr. Seuss’ Lorax… she speaks for the trees, and the bugs and all the 

other creatures on our very living planet.” 
   Thanks, Lisa, for your contributions - keep it up!  Are there any more “Lisas” out there?  Send me your arti-

cles at armsfam@yahoo.com. 



Visit our websites for maps to all meeting locations: 

   florida.sierraclub.org/northeast 

   www.meetup.com/Sierra-Club-Northeast-Florida-Group 

 

Thursday, September 10 Å 6:30 p.m. 
Executive Committee Meeting 
6850 Belfort Oaks Road, Jacksonville 
 

Monday, September 14 Å 7:00 p.m. 
Jacksonville General Meeting 
Lakewood Presbyterian Church 
2001 University Blvd., Jacksonville 
 

Monday, October 5 Å 6:30 p.m. 
Ponte Vedra Beach General Meeting 
Public Library, Ponte Vedra Beach 
 

Thursday, October 8 Å 6:30 p.m. 
Executive Committee Meeting 
6850 Belfort Oaks Road, Jacksonville 
 

Monday, October 12 Å 7:00 p.m. 
Jacksonville General Meeting 
Lakewood Presbyterian Church 
2001 University Blvd., Jacksonville 
 
 
 

 
 

"Never doubt that a small group of 
thoughtful, caring citizens can change 
the world. 
Indeed, it's the only thing that ever 
has." 
                                  Margaret Mead 
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General Programs 

   Do you have a burning de-

sire to preserve the environ-

ment, but don’t know where to 

start or be the most effective? 
   At our September meeting 

we will discuss two of our four 

most pressing conservation 

issues that affect Floridians - 

Urban Sprawl and Water Issues. 

   We will also give you “tools” to get your message across - 

how to write a persuasive letter to your favorite news source or 

legislator and how to use new technologies to deliver important 

conservation messages. All are welcome. 
 

The Jacksonville meeting will be at the Lakewood Presbyterian 
Church, 2001 University Blvd (1/2 mile from San Jose Blvd). Social 
Time begins at 6:30.  Bring your own cup. 

Sierra Sentry Newsletter Delivery Choices  
 

   Would you like to go paperless?  Do you want to receive your monthly 
Sierra Sentry via email?  You can choose to: 
¶ Receive your Sierra Sentry as an attachment to an email rather than 

through the regular mail. 
¶ Opt out of receiving your Sierra Sentry at all and just access it online.  

You can find it on our Sierra Club Northeast Florida web site at http://

florida.sierraclub.org/northeast and on our Meetup site (in the Files sec-
tion) at http://www.meetup.com/Sierra-Club-Northeast-Florida-Group. 

   To stop all delivery or to receive your newsletter by email, email us at 
sierrasentry@gmail.com.  Tell us what you want - no newsletter or elec-
tronic newsletter.  Please include your name 
and your Sierra Club member number (located 
above your name on the newsletter address 
label).  If you don't have your membership 
number, please include your address. 

   If you want to continue receiving your news-
letter through the mail, do nothing.  We will 
continue to mail it to you. 

Jacksonville Å 7 p.m. 
Monday, September 14  

There is no Ponte Vedra Beach meeting 
for September.  Programs will resume in 
October.  


