
   On October 15, 1867, naturalist John Muir visited Florida on his planned 1,000 

mile walk.  His journal observations were compiled into a book in 1916, A Thou-

sand-Mile Walk to the Gulf.  Muir said, ñFor many a year I have been impelled 

toward the Lord's tropic gardens of the South. Many influences have tended to 

blunt or bury this constant longing, but (my will) has out-lived and 
overpowered them all." 

   Muir was America's most famous and influential naturalist and 

conservationist.  He has been called "The Father of our National 

Parks," "Wilderness Prophet," and "Citizen of the Universe." He 

once described himself more humorously, and perhaps most accu-

rately, as, a "poetico-trampo-geologist-botanist and ornithologist-

naturalist etc. etc. !!!!"  In 1892, he and other supporters formed the Sierra Club 

"to make the mountains glad."  He was the Club's first president, an office he 

held until his death in 1914. 

   Muir wrote:  ñOctober 15.  To-day, at last, I reached Florida, the so-called 

"Land of Flowers," that I had so long waited for, wondering if after all my long-

ings and prayers would be in vain, and I should die without a glimpse of the 
flowery Canaan. But here it is, at the distance of a few yards!--a flat, watery, 

reedy coast, with clumps of mangrove and forests of moss-dressed, strange trees 

appearing low in the distance. The steamer finds her way among the reedy is-

lands like a duck, and I step on a rickety wharf. A few steps more take me to a 

rickety town, Fernandina.ò  

   Read A Thousand-Mile Walk to the Gulf online.  Go to www.sierraclub.org/

john_muir_exhibit/ and click on Writings in the left column. 

 

Join Us For the 3rd Annual Great Sierra Club Camporee  
 

   Enjoy an entertaining weekend camping under the trees at Ft. Clinch State Park 

in Fernandina, November 6 - 8. Pitch your tent on Friday night and wake up to a 

day of activities. We begin our morning with a guided nature tour at 10:30. A 

ranger will lead us through the maritime hammock of the park explaining the 

plants and animals that make up this ecosystem. 

   Saturday and Sunday, the Union garrison at Ft. Clinch features re-enactors 

demonstrating life at Fort Clinch during the Civil War. Activities may include 

artillery demonstrations, medical demonstrations and soldier drills. Soldiers and 

civilians also take up duty in the laundry, infirmary, kitchen, barracks, quarter-

master and carpenter shop. What a great way for kids and adults to learn history! 

   Late Saturday afternoon, at 5:00, we will gather 
at a campsite for the Sierra potluck supper. The 

Club volunteers will provide an entrée. You bring 

a prepared dish to add to the meal. Provide your 

own plate, cup and utensils. Fine eating guaran-

teed! 

   For those who want a special evening treat, the 

candlelight viewing of the fort begins after sunset 

on Saturday. There is a $3.00 admission for this 

event. Return to our campfire for sômores and 

more until lights out. 
                                                See Camporee on page 3 > 

 

John Muirôs Trek Through Florida 
   Itôs not that I have 

nothing better to do.  In 

fact, I have a pretty full 

daily schedule which 

includes time at my com-
puter, and more time 

than I prefer at the 

kitchen sink. 

   Both rooms look out 

on the same corner of my 

backyard where epic 

lizard battles take place. 

   Iôve come to observe over the years that lizards 

are territorial.  In fact, the brown anole that 

perches himself on my Adirondack chair is sure 

he is king of the world, and he is.  When a chal-

lenger makes his way to the arm of the chair, my 
king lizard, with his magnificent crest, puffs up 

his little body and does a few push ups to show 

his might.  When he charges forward itôs usually 

enough to scare away any rival. 

   However, I have seen him in grueling fights in 

defense of his chair.  He wins, but hasnôt always 

been so lucky; once he lost a significant portion 

of his tail; sure itôs grown back, albeit a little 

crooked, but it makes him look tough. 

   Fighting isnôt all thatôs on his mind.  Heôs been 

pretty lucky in love this summer.  Three times 
Iôve caught him in the act of procreation, with 

three different females!  I donôt condone this 

kind of promiscuity, but I am impressed with his 

conquests.  First thereôs a little game of chase.  

Then, with a splendid show of his dewlap (thatôs 

the reddish-orange thing on his throat) he makes 

it clear that he is the lizard of her dreams.   

   By some lizard code of honor she must run 

away five times, but not too far away.  Finally he 

catches her, gently bites her on the back of the 

neck (to hold her down I guess) and the mating 

begins.  Honestly it takes longer than youôd 
think.  And their little tails more often than not, 

make a heart as they curl around each other.  Itôs 

sweet.   

   It wonôt be long before Iôll be finding empty 

eggs in every potted plant and dodging the baby 

lizards that warm themselves on the steps to my 

front door. 

   I love summer. 

Lizard War (and Love)  
By Lisa Goodrich 



No pets allowed on outings except where designated in the outings description.  Outing participants 
are required to sign a waiver and release of liability at the start of the outing.  The waiver can be 
found at: 
http://www.sierraclub.org/outings/national/participantforms/forms/individual_waiver.pdf. 
 
 

JOIN US ON MEETUP: 
Details of all outings can be found on our Meetup web site.  Join our Meetup site for easy access to 
programs, outings, and interaction at: www.meetup.com/Sierra-Club-Northeast-Florida-Group 
 

 
 

Saturday, Oct. 3, 10:00 a.m.: Following the Freedom Trail, St. Augustine 
Ride the St. Augustine trolley with noted historian David Nolan and follow the Freedom 

Trail. This trail brings to life the events that took place in St. Augustine that led to the 

passage of the landmark Civil Rights Act of 1964, one of the two great legislative accom-

plishments of that era.  This 1½ to 2 hour tour will leave from the Excelsior African 

American Museum & Cultural Center, 102 Dr. Martin Luther King Ave, St. Augustine at 

10 a.m. (This historic museum will also be open before and after). Tour costs are a $15 

per adult and $7 per student donation to ACCORD, Inc.  RSVP by Oct. 1.  RSVP on 

Meetup or to Shelly at shelfine@gmail.com or 825-8035.  Fee must be paid in advance in 

order to keep your reservation.  Make your check out to ACCORD and send to Shelly 

Fine, 4480 Deerwood Lake Parkway, #243, Jacksonville, FL 32216. Refunds can be ob-
tained with a one-week notice.  Sierra Club has a limit of approximately 26 people for 

this tour unless there are enough people for two tours. 
 

Saturday, Oct. 17, 7:45 a.m.: Water Adventure, Blue Springs State Park 
Blue Springs State Park will be the setting to cruise the St. Johns River and learn about its 

ecology. After the cruise we will tube, canoe, kayak, or frolic in the Springs. Visit the 

Park website at www.floridastateparks.org/bluespring.  It is only a ninety-minute drive to 

see one of the largest and most beautiful springs in North America which is a favorite 

habitat of manatee in the winter. We will leave from Tinseltown (beside the Mercantile 

Bank) at 7:45 a.m. and arrive in time for a two-hour cruise at 10 a.m.  We will have lunch 

(bring with you) and then youôre on your own to experience the Springs.  Park entrance 
fee is $6.00 per car. The cost for the cruise is adults $22.00, seniors $20.00, children 

$16.00. Canoes and kayaks can be rented at additional cost. RSVP by Oct. 15 on Meetup 

or to Shelly at shelfine@gmail.com or call (904) 825-8035. 
 

Explore, Enjoy and Protect - Work on a Trail Crew This Fall  
We can get out to "explore" and "enjoy" nature, and we can "protect" nature through our 

activism and donations.  But we can do all three together, and get some great exercise, by 

working on a trail crew.  You can work on the Florida Trail for a weekend or longer 

through their F-Troop program or help with the local Florida Trail Group - the Florida 

Trailblazers - for a few hours on a Saturday.  There are also workday opportunities at the 

Jacksonville Arboretum.  See links to these opportunities under Quick Links  on page 3. 

 
 

   The annual election for our Groupôs Executive Committee (ExCom) is coming.  This 

year, there are five positions up for election: Dick Cardell, Nancy Devereux, Tom Larson, 

Janet Stanko, and one open position.  Critical dates are: 

10/18/2009 - Candidates identified to Nominating Committee.  If you want to recommend 

a nominee (maybe yourself?), contact Bill Armstrong at 880-7702, email  

armsfam@yahoo.com. 

11/3/2009 - Petition Nominations due.  The bylaws provide that ñThe name of any Group 

member proposed in writing by at least 30 Group members prior to the submission dead-

line, who gives consent, shall also be included on the ballot.ò  Please gather the signa-

tures and submit them by November 3 to Bill Armstrong, 4472 Carolyn Cove Ln N, Jack-

sonville, FL 32258. 
11/24/2009 - Ballots mailed to members via newsletter. 

12/22/2009 - Completed ballots due back to Election Committee. 

Executive Committee 
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Conservation         Volunteer for this  

                               position! Call 247 -1876 

Environmental        Mark Pettigrew 

Education           markpettigrew@gmail.com 

Fundraising          Volunteer for this  

Events                   position! Call 247 -1876 

Inner City               Claudia Germano 

Outings                  268-9875 

Legislative             Janet Stanko 

880-1813               janestan@bellsouth.net 

Legal                     Volunteer for this  

               position! Call 247 -1876 

Membership          Karen Kempf 

482-5352               kempf99@gmail.com 

Newsletter             Bill Armstrong  

880-7702               armsfam@yahoo.com  

Outings                 Brian Paradise  
              BGParadise@comcast.net 

Programs, Duval   Janet Larson 

247-1876              JCLarson168@msn.com 

Programs              Larry Lickenbrock 

Ponte Vedra         larr2604@hotmail.com 

Publicity               Volunteer for this  

               position! Call 247 -1876 

Nominating           Bill Armstrong  

880-7702              armsfam@yahoo.com 

Website                Connie Geller 

249-1761              c.geller@comcast.net 

Committee Chairs 

  E-mail:  ne-editor@florida.sierraclub.org 

  Web:  http://florida.sierraclub.org/northeast 
  Web:  www.meetup.com/ 
            Sierra-Club-Northeast-Florida-Group 

Tom Larson, Chair                         247-1876 

                              TCLarson168@msn.com 

Bill Armstrong                                880-7702 

                                   armsfam@yahoo.com 

Dick Cardell                       730-2128  

                 gen32207@yahoo.com 

Candice Rue                        241-7889 

                  c.rue@att.net 

Ed Schlessinger, Treasurer        730-8148  

            eds.greenmail@gmail.com 

Janet Stanko, Vice Chair               880-1813 

                                janestan@bellsouth.net 

Al Tilley                        737-9211 

                              atilley@unf.edu 

Open Position                        

                   

Nancy Devereux                      418-8845 

                devereux47@gmail.com 

Sierra Club Outings 

Executive Committee Elections  
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   Check the seminar listing on the Northeast 

Group web site for updates on details.  To 

sign up, go to our Meetup site at: 

www.meetup.com/Sierra-Club-Northeast-

Florida-Group, or call Tom Larson at 904-
247-1876. 
 

St. Johns River Issues  
   The St. Johns River is suffering.  It is 

plagued by rampant algae blooms, water 

withdrawals of anywhere from 5 to 50 mil-

lion gallons a day, and deeper dredging of the 

channel here in Jacksonville. 

   What can you do to protect our river from 

these threats?  The Sierra Club is reaching 
out to members and other interested individu-

als to give whatever time they have available 

to help.  Please call or write Candice Rue at 

241-7889 or c.rue@att.net.  You can also 

attend our next Conservation Committee 

meeting on October 21 at 6 p.m. at 6850 Bel-

fort Oaks Rd.  We welcome your help on our 

St. Johns River and its future. 
 

Book Discussion Group  
   The next book club gathering is November 

4 at 6:30 p.m.  Contact Nancy Devereux for 

location and directions at devereux47 

@gmail.com or 904-418-8845.  You can 

view details and sign up on our Meetup site. 

   Our book is Animal, Vegetable, Miracle. 

Author Barbara Kingsolver and her family 

vowed that, for one year, they'd only buy 

food raised in their own neighborhood, grow 

it themselves, or learn to live without it.  

Letôs see how they do! 

    Quick Links  
Recent links, news items, and updates: 

 

Links to Trail Crew Opportunities  
There are many opportunities this fall to help 
maintain our local trails.  See these sites: 

 - http://www.f-troop.org/ 
 - http://www.meetup.com/hiking-560/ 
 - http://www.jacksonvillearboretum.org/ 
 

Floridaôs Cowboys 
The Autumn issue of Nature Conservancy 
Magazine has a good article on the Conser-
vancyôs alliance with Florida cattle ranchers 

to preserve and protect the environment. 
See:  http://tinyurl.com/kjw56d 
 

Earthjustice.org 
This is a great web site for tracking environ-
mental issues.  You can subscribe to an excel-
lent online monthly newsletter. 

See:  http://www.earthjustice.org/ 
 

NatureScope 
This is a comprehensive listing of the many 
events, workshops, and outings provided by 
our Parks and Recreation Dept each quarter.  
Check this out! 
See:  http://tinyurl.com/3c7cvz 
 

Oil Drilling Off Florida Exposed!  
The push to drill off Florida has money and 
confidence. 
See:  http://tinyurl.com/llbf4n 
 

Loggerhead Nests on Beaches Dwindling 
Despite efforts to save them, researchers say 

the future looks bleak 
See:  http://tinyurl.com/nlnl9u 
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Camporee  Continued from page 1 

   Weôve reserved a block of campsites for Friday and Saturday nights or just Saturday night. Campsites are shared ï half a site for one 

tent is $15/night. Bring your own equipment, food and firewood.  These sites are heavily wooded, include both water and electricity, 

and are near a full-service restroom with showers. 

   Get your reservation in early since spaces are limited and the campground fills up quickly. Contact Karen Kempf at 904-482-5352 or 

kempf99@gmail.com before the October 30 deadline. 
   Link to Ft. Clinch guidelines and map: http://www.floridastateparks.org/fortclinch/docs/brochure.pdf 
 

Amendment 4 - Florida Hometown Democracy (FHD) Campaign Meeting  
   Amendment 4 will be on the Nov. 2010 ballot.  It will allow voters to vote on any proposed changes to their land use plans.  Please 

come to the organizational meeting for our campaign.  FHD is the single most important issue to Florida, and now is the time to get 
involved.  We will meet Oct. 17 at 2:00 p.m. at the SE Branch Library, 10599 Deerwood Park Blvd.  Come and be a part of making 

Florida history. 
 

Sierra Club Florida Legislative Lobbyist Seminar  
   Come, participate, and meet with Dave Cullen, our Sierra Club Florida Lobbyist.  Dave will conduct a seminar in Jacksonville on 
Saturday, October 10, from 9:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  The location has not been finalized, but it will be at a venue near I-95.  The purpose 

of this seminar is for us to get an early start on the next legislative session - especially in light of the last sessionôs dismal record on 

environmental issues. 

   This day is for leaders and members of area Sierra Club Florida Groups:  Northeast, Nassau, Suwannee-St. Johns, and Volusia-

Flagler; and all kindred environmental friends.  The seminar will consist of presentations and discussions on topics such as an overview 

of the legislative process, advocacy, bill writing and amendment process, priority issues established by Sierra Club Florida, getting in-

formation on bills, legislators, and legislative calendars, and how to prepare a ñdossierò on local legislators (positions taken, commit-

tees, chairmanships). 

   Mr. Cullen is also interested in learning about our local environmental issues, sites, experts, activists, and citizen lobbyists. 



Visit our websites for maps to all meeting locations: 

   florida.sierraclub.org/northeast 

   www.meetup.com/Sierra-Club-Northeast-Florida-Group 

 

Thursday, October 8 Å 6:30 p.m. 
Executive Committee Meeting 
6850 Belfort Oaks Road, Jacksonville 
 

Monday, October 12 Å 6:30 p.m. 
Ponte Vedra Beach General Meeting 
Public Library, Ponte Vedra Beach 
 

Monday, October 12 Å 7:00 p.m. 
Jacksonville General Meeting 
Lakewood Presbyterian Church 
2001 University Blvd., Jacksonville 
 

Monday, November 2 Å 6:30 p.m. 
Ponte Vedra Beach General Meeting 
Public Library, Ponte Vedra Beach 
 

Monday, November 9 Å 7:00 p.m. 
Jacksonville General Meeting 
Lakewood Presbyterian Church 
2001 University Blvd., Jacksonville 
 

Thursday, November 12 Å 6:30 p.m. 
Executive Committee Meeting 
6850 Belfort Oaks Road, Jacksonville 
 
 

ñI set out for the grand palm grove....What a land-

scape!  Only palms as far as the eye could reach! 
Smooth pillars rising from the grass, each capped 

with a sphere of leaves, shining in the sun as bright 
as a star. The silence and calm were as deep as 

ever I found.ò  John Muir in Florida, Oct. 21, 1867 
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General Programs 

   We will highlight our groupôs 

Inner City Outings (ICO) Program 

with leader Claudia Germano and 

her young participants from West 
Jacksonville Elementary School.  

   In Jacksonville and around the 

country, dedicated ICO volunteers 

take youth who would not other-

wise have access to the outdoor to the beach, paddling, and 

many other wilderness excursions.  Many of these youth have 

never been outside of their neighborhoods, let alone the natural 

places around them. 

   Come hear about this valuable program and the wonderful 

experiences from the leaders and students. 
 

The Jacksonville meeting will be at the Lakewood Presbyterian 
Church, 2001 University Blvd (1/2 mile from San Jose Blvd). Social 
Time begins at 6:30.  Bring your own cup. 

Jacksonville Å 7 p.m. 
Monday, October 12  

   Gabe Hanson will present a photographic 

journey through the Old West. 

   The photos highlight the people, activities 

and landscapes in the area of Northeast New 

Mexico, stretching from the Sangre de Cristo 
mountain range just east of Santa Fe for 

about 100 miles out onto the high plains 

ranch country.  There's a side trip south into 

Lincoln County - Pat Garrett and Billy the 

Kid country - and into a little-known area of 

SW Colorado, affording a window into the past.  Some of the pho-

tos raise environmental issues of interest to fellow Sierrans. 

   Everyone is welcome!  For further information, contact Larry 

Lickenbrock at (904) 537-6047. 
 

The Ponte Vedra Beach program will be held in the main meeting room of 
the Ponte Vedra Beach Public Library on Library Road at AIA (blinking 
light south of the intersection of AIA and Solana Road, on A1A about two 
miles south of Butler Boulevard). 

Ponte Vedra Beach Å 6:30 p.m. 
Monday, October 12  


