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Recycling Municipal Solid Waste

; / /‘/ Dwight Adams, of the Sierra Club Florida Waste
s Minimization Campaign, writes that the 2008 Florida
Legislature charged the Florida Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection (DEP) to submit recommenda-
tions to the Legislature by January 1, 2010 on how to
achieve 75% recycling of municipal solid waste
(MSW) by 2020.

Adams states that DEP’s preliminary recommenda-
tions, posted at www.dep.state.fl.us/waste/
recyclinggoal 75/, are not adequate to reach 75% and that we have an opportunity
to post our recommendations through a Public Forum at the above web site. Re-
vised recommendations that we can influence should be posted before a Novem-
ber 5, 2009 hearing in Tallahassee.

Adams view is that mandatory recycling in the commercial sector must be
driven by a timetable for source separation of all recyclables by all waste genera-
tors, to include multi-unit housing and single-family housing within the next four
years. "We already ban disposal of batteries, tires, motor oil, fluorescent bulbs,
etc. It’s the only way to keep these materials out of landfills and incinerators."

Capturing organic waste is the key to reaching the 75% goal. DEP recognizes
the importance of organics recycling to reduce greenhouse gas emissions from
methane generation in landfills that is 25 times more harmful than CO2. Adams
says that the current DEP recommendation to capture landfill gas is a backend
solution that should be replaced by one that keeps organics out of landfills in the
first place. “15%-25% of MSW is organics, consisting of food, food-soiled pa-
per, and other items suitable for biodegradation by anaerobic digestion (AD) or
composting. AD of organic MSW would produce about 500 MW of power state-
wide, enough for 400,000 homes. Compost is valuable for landscaping, mulch-
ing, and as a planting medium in environmental horticulture.” Adams says.
“Disposal of organics by grocery stores and the food industry should be banned
beginning in 2015...collection of organics is the essential feature of all recycling
programs throughout the country that achieve high recycling rates.”

What you can do:

« Contact Mike Sole, DEP Secretary, 3900 Commonwealth Blvd., M.S. 49,
Tallahassee, FL 32399, and tell him DEP’s preliminary recommendations
must be strengthened.

« Participate in the Public Forum at http://www.dep.state.fl.us/waste/
recyclinggoal 75/

o Write a letter to your newspaper.

Plastics By The Numbers

The October issue of Discover Magazinéists these facts about plastics:

e 63 pounds of plastic packaging goes to U.S. landfills per person per year.

e 16% of U.S. municipal solid waste is plastics. 50% - 80% of litter on U.S.
beaches, oceans, and seabeds consists of plastics.

e Only 37% of plastic bottles and 28% of plastic milk and water jugs are recy-
cled.

e 93% of people six years and older have a detectable amount of harmful BPA
(bisphenol A) from plastic containers in their blood.

Invasive Species
By Lisa Goodrich

This is going to ruffle
some feathers, and yes, |
5 realize that the Sierra Club
spends a lot of time and
money trying to fix this
problem, but here goes...

Seems you can’t admire
anything that isn’t an in-
vasive species these days.
I remember growing up in South Florida and
thinking how cool the melaleuca trees were. 1
used to peel the bark and write notes to my
friends on it. Those lizards I wrote about last
month, the brown anole — invasive. The star-
lings that are so prevalent here and everywhere,
in fact the largest species of birds in our country
—invasive. The red-eared slider, your basic
pond turtle - invasive. Even my “xeriscaped”
yard has lantana — also invasive.

In fact, if you look at just the plants, of the
more than 4,000 species found in Florida, 1,300
or more are non-native or exotic; they come
from other countries or regions within the U.S.
At least 130 of these exotic plants are spreading
rapidly throughout our natural areas and private
lands. When they cause environmental or eco-
nomic harm, they are considered to be invasive.

Okay, so if you go with the definition above —
environmental or economic harm — you have to
look within. Ask any Native American who the
invasive species is here. The truth is that we live
in a global economy. We don’t mind that our
goods come from abroad and we don’t mind at
all our freedom to travel everywhere we desire.
It seems like we want it both ways. What do we
expect? The planet is changing largely because
of the human impact. I really wish we were
more enlightened when we first inhabited Flor-
ida. If we were, we might have a larger portion
of the Everglades living a healthy existence.
This would be great not only so we can enjoy all
the beauty of our marshlands and wetlands, but
also for the water purification benefits those
habitats provide.

I don’t know what the answer is, and I am an
eternal optimist, but I’'m pretty sure it’s a losing
battle to try to eradicate every invasive species in
this state.

Explore, enjoy and protect the planet
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Executive Cq

Tom Larson, Chair 247-1876
TCLarson168@msn.com

Bill Armstrong 880-7702
armsfam@yahoo.com

Dick Cardell 730-2128
gen32207@yahoo.com

Nancy Devereux 418-8845
devereux47@gmail.com

Candice Rue 241-7889
c.rue@att.net

Ed Schlessinger, Treasurer 730-8148

eds.greenmail@gmail.com

Janet Stanko, Vice Chair 880-1813
janestan@bellsouth.net
Al Tilley 737-9211

atilley@unf.edu

Open Position

Committee |

Conservation Volunteer for this

position! Call 247-1876

Environmental Mark Pettigrew

Education markpettigrew@gmail.com

Fundraising Volunteer for this

Events position! Call 247-1876

Inner City Claudia Germano

Outings 268-9875

Legislative Janet Stanko

880-1813 janestan@bellsouth.net

Legal Volunteer for this
position! Call 247-1876

Membership Karen Kempf

482-5352 kempf99@gmail.com

Newsletter Bill Armstrong

880-7702 armsfam@yahoo.com

Outings Brian Paradise

BGParadise@comcast.net

Programs, Duval Janet Larson
247-1876 JCLarsonl68@msn.com

Programs
Ponte Vedra

Larry Lickenbrock
larr2604@hotmail.com

Publicity Volunteer for this
position! Call 247-1876

Nominating Bill Armstrong

880-7702 armsfam@yahoo.com

Website Connie Geller

249-1761 c.geller@comcast.net

E-mail: ne-editor@florida.sierraclub.org

Web: http://florida.sierraclub.org/northeast

Web: www.meetup.com/
Sierra-Club-Northeast-Florida-Group
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No pets allowed on outings except where designated in the outings description. Outing participants
are required to sign a waiver and release of liability at the start of the outing. The waiver can be
found at:

http://www.sierraclub.org/outings/national/participantforms/forms/individual waiver.pdf.

JOIN US ON MEETUP:
Details of all outings can be found on our Meetup web site. Join our Meetup site for easy access to
programs, outings, and interaction at: www.meetup.com/SierraClub-Northeast-Florida-Group

Saturday, November 14, 8:30 a.m.: Hike the Jacksonville Arboretum and
Celebrate Its First Anniversary

We'll hike the wooded, relaxing trails of the Jacksonville Arboretum (about 3 miles), then
join in a big First Year Anniversary Celebration starting at 10:00 a.m. with educational
programs on bee-keeping and snakes, story-tellers, a great selection of vendors, kids ac-
tivities, food vendors, music, and local non-profits. Bring water and bug spray. Children
capable of walking 2 - 3 miles are welcome. Meet in the Arboretum parking lot at 8:30
a.m. Location: 1445 Millcoe Rd, 32225. From 9A, exit east on Monument Road, turn

eft on Millcoe Road, turn right into the Arboretum parking area. More details on Meetup
halltFSeader: Bill Armstrong, armsfam@yahoo.com, 904-880-7702.

Saturday, November 14, 10:00 a.m.: Mandarin History Tour

Walk for about two miles beneath the great live oaks along Mandarin Road. Meet at the
Walter Jones Historical Park for a tour of the museum and 1875 homestead and farm-
house on the St. Johns River led by Andy Morrow, executive director of the Mandarin
Museum & Historical Society. Then we’ll walk to the Mandarin Cemetery and the Epis-
copal Church of Our Saviour, a congregation that started as a Bible study group with Pro-
fessor Calvin E. Stowe and his wife, Harriet Beecher Stowe. We will then proceed to the
1872 Mandarin Community Club, also founded by the famous author, and meet Andy for
a tour of the 1911 Mandarin Store and Post Office. We will return to the park for an op-
tional picnic. Bring water, snacks and lunch. Cost for the tour: $7 each, payable that day.
Estimated time: 2.5 - 3 hours. The park and post office are handicapped accessible. How-
ever, we will be walking along the shoulder of Mandarin Road. The road in the cemetery
is sandy. Reservations required on Meetup or to June at mirandamanning@aol.com.
Please leave a phone number in case of cancellation due to heavy rain. The Walter Jones
Historical Park is located at 11964 Mandarin Road. For information or directions, see
Meetup or call 904-268-0784, email mandarinmuseum@bellsouth.net, or visit
www.mandarinmuseum.net.

Saturday, November 21, 10:30 a.m.: Leisurely Enjoy the St. Johns River
Let's take a walk on the boardwalk/sidewalk! We will meet in the dirt parking lot with big
oak trees on River Road next to the Kennel Club (Highway 17 just south of [-295) at
10:30 a.m. and take a lovely three-mile walk along River Road. Enjoy the beautiful St.
Johns River and the lovely homes along the way. If we feel decadent we can stop half
way for donuts! RSVP on Meetup or to Shelly at shelfine@gmail.com or 904-825-8035.

Saturday, December 19, 10:00 a.m.: Hiking in Guana

We will walk for about five or six leisurely miles on scenic trails with views of the Tolo-
mato River, marshes and forests. Please meet at 10:00 a.m. at the trail head for the Guana
trails which are about 200 yards beyond the dam. The entrance to Guana (Guana Tolo-
mato Matanzas National Estuarine Reserve) and the dam is on the west side of AIA ap-
proximately 17 miles south of Butler Boulevard. The entrance is just north of the Gate
service station on AIA. There is a $3 entrance fee to Guana if you don’t have a pass.
There is no need to make reservations. Please bring lunch if you can stay for lunch. Chil-
dren are welcome. No pets please. Details and map on Meetup. Leader Brian Paradise,
email bgparadise@comecast.net.

Oct. 30 is the deadline to join our Camporee at Fort Clinch Nov. 68.
Contact Karen Kempf at 904-482-5352 or RSVP on Meetup.
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Growth Costs Are Welfare to Developers

The Amendment 4 Florida Hometown Democracy team has uncovered yet another “cost of services” study which shows the ratio of
the true costs to a city or county for residential development versus the tax revenue. While developers and their elected official cronies
waive big dollar figures representing potential tax revenue from development, the ugly truth is that the costs to provide the necessary
services to a new neighborhood - roads, schools, fire and police, waste pickup and utilities - are much greater than any revenues.

The team has three studies, one from here in Jacksonville, one from Leon County, and one from Sarasota. Each shows that it costs
much more to provide the infrastructure services than the tax dollars collected. The range of the ratios is for every tax dollar it costs the
taxpayer between $1.30 - $2.45 for city services, depending on the study referenced. The Jacksonville study on the Cedar Swamp area

quoted $2.45 in costs per tax dollar collected.

You can bet the developers love the subsidization of their development. That’s why they are fighting so hard to keep the gravy train
going. Join the Amendment 4 campaign to stop the madness; it gives voters a chance to vote on growth. Check out the website at
www. floridahometowndemocracy.com and contact Candy Rue to find out how you can help the campaign at C.Rue@att.net.

Executive Committee Elections

The annual election process for our Group’s Executive Committee (ExCom) is underway. The Nominating Committee has made it's
recommendations for nominees, but you can still be included as a nominee via the petition process. Critical dates are:
e 11/3/2009 - Petition Nominations due. Gather 30 signatures of Sierra Club NE Florida members and submit them by November 3
to Bill Armstrong, 4472 Carolyn Cove Ln N, Jacksonville, FL. 32258.
o 11/24/2009 - Ballots mailed to members via newsletter.
e 12/22/2009 - Completed ballots due back to Election Committee.

The Public Trust's Timucua Mocama Art Contest
The Public Trust Environmental Legal Institute of Florida has launched the Timucua-Mocama Art Contest. The contest seeks to cele-
brate NE Florida's local history, largely unknown to residents and others, of the Timucua-Mocama. Submissions are due by January 11,

2010.

The Public Trust is supplying the artists
with historical and archaeological tips on its
website to guide them in their research. See
http://www.publictrustlaw.org for info, rules,
and background on the Timucua-Mocama.

Book Discussion Group

The next book club gathering is November
4 at 6:30 p.m. at Nancy Devereux’s house
(5457 Grove Ave Jacksonville, 32211; phone
418-8845). You can view details and sign up
on our Meetup site.

Our book is Animal, Vegetable, Miracle
Author Barbara Kingsolver and her family
vowed that, for one year, they'd only buy
food raised in their own neighborhood, grow
it themselves, or learn to live without it.
Let’s see how they do!

Tabling Help Needed

We have two tabling opportunities on No-
vember 14. This is a great opportunity to
meet people and get the Sierra Club message
out.

1. Jax Arboretum Fest - anytime 10-4

2. Marshfest at Dutton Island in Atlantic

Beach - various times

We have some folks already lined up but
have more slots to fill! Contact Janet Larson
247-1876 or JCLarson168@msn.com.

Sierra Club "Cal

The Sierra Club is asking its activists to
help in its fight to curb global warming by
committing to daily, weekly, or monthly ac-
tions. Please go to: www.sierraclub.org/
climateleaders and sign up to help.

Quick Links

Recent links, news items, and updates:

State of Florida to JEA: Conserve Energy
The utility says it's serious about saving en-
ergy, but changing standards would raise
costs. JEA needs to get with it!

See: http://tinyurl.com/ylhrxpt

Green Ideas May Help Florida Water,
Land

Research, proposals were presented at a water
conference

See: http://tinyurl.com/yjtnmj7

Jacksonville Port Pushing to be 'National
Cargo Hub'

Classification could be used as a reason to
deepen harbor. A backdoor way to harmful
dredging?

See: http://tinyurl.com/ylndzo4

Shopping Bag Ban Idea Excites, Then Ex-
its

Officials say fleeting Web plan needs work;
draft called for ban in 2015.

See: http://tinyurl.com/yjjv460

Global Warming - Ice Melt

Arctic to be ice-free in summer in 20 years
See: http://tinyurl.com/yh7bjwy
Maldives sends climate SOS

See: http://tinyurl.com/yjrm43c

Fight Against Offshore Drilling

Join our new Sierra Club Florida group, Flor-
ida Climate Crossroads.

See: http://tinyurl.com/ykxemuy

Join the Sierra Club
Name
Address
City State
Zip Phone ( )
Email

Join today and receive
a FREE Sierra Club
Weekender Bag!

[ ] Check enclosed. Please make payable to Sierra Club.
Please charge my: | |Visa [ | Mastercard [ | AMEX

Card Number
Exp. Date /

Membership Categories Individual Joint
Special Offer %25

Standard 0 $39 [ %47
Supporting 01§75 [1$100
Contributing 16150 0 $175
Life [J $1000 [1$1250
Senior %24 [1$32
Student/Limited Income [ $24 1632

Contributions, gifts and dues to Sierra Club are not tax deduc'cible;I
they support our effective, citizen-based advocacy and lobbying |
efforts. Your dues include $7.50 for a subscription to Sierra magazine |
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Meeting Calendar

Monday, November 2
Ponte Vedra Beach General Meeting
Public Library, Ponte Vedra Beach

Lakewood Presbyterian Church
2001 University Blvd., Jacksonville

Executive Committee Meeting
6850 Belfort Oaks Road, Jacksonville

Executive Committee Meeting
6850 Belfort Oaks Road, Jacksonville

Holiday Celebration
Lakewood Presbyterian Church
2001 University Blvd., Jacksonville
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“Non-Lawns”

Ginny Stibolt, author of Sustainable
Gardening for Floridaand member of
The Lawn Reform Coalition, will speak
to us on "non-lawns" and how to manage
lawns more sustainably to stop waste and
ensure healthier water bodies near our
y homes.

4 " A/ ) ), We will also hear from Warren Ander-
‘ b’, | "l ' A son, of the Public Trust Environmental

\ s @ 04 4 . .

Legal Institute. He will tell us about an art
contest designed to update the true depiction of the Timucua-
Mocama Indians.

So get out your shovels and paint brushes and prepare to get
your creative juices flowing to change your green space and
change your traditional view of our previous inhabitants.

The Jacksonville meeting will be at the Lakewood Presbyterian
Church, 2001 University Blvd (1/2 mile from San Jose Blvd). Social
Time begins at 6:30. Bring your own cup.

p Ponte Vedra Beach A
Monday, November 2

Double Feature Movie Night

Imagine a place on the verge of squandering
its treasure - the St. Johns River. Unless a
massive intervention takes place, the river will
revolt. “Revenge of the River” is hosted by
Deborah Gianoulis.

It sounds like a horror movie. A massive algae bloom, fortified
by a dangerous toxin, covering the St. Johns
River, threatening fish, plants, and people.
Who did it? How did it happen? Could it
happen again? “The Green Monster — It
Came from the River” is hosted by Jeff Lageman.

Everyone is welcome! Snacks will be provided, but bring your
own drink. For further information, contact Larry Lickenbrock at
(904) 537-6047.

The Ponte Vedra Beach program will be held in the main meeting room of
the Ponte Vedra Beach Public Library on Library Road at AlA (blinking
light south of the intersection of AIA and Solana Road, on A1A about two
miles south of Butler Boulevard).




