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Georgia Pacific and Toxic Waste Fishing in the Keys
By Lisa Goodrich
In early June, the Florida Department of Envi- RS —eae. . My family and |
ronmental Protection (DEP) made a ruling regard- B & N just returned from
ing wastewater discharge from the Georgia Pacific == ga fishing in the Flor-

(GP) paper mill in Palatka. The ruling postponed
deadlines for building a wastewater pipeline to the
i St. Johns River and for meeting water quality stan-
dards in Rice Creek. As stated by the St. Johns | 1 mostly on, since |
Riverkeeper, "DEP has granted an illegal extension & =88 S was 11 years old.
that allows GP to continue to pollute the St. Johns River on an expired permit | §ve seen big changes i
that contains almost no pollution limits." being the amount of trash that washes up on
GP has been discharging pollution to Rice Creek, a tributary to the St. Johns,shore, is stuck in the mangroves, and floats on
for over 50 years. In 2002, DEP required GP to take actions necessary to meethe water. By my informal observation, 90% of
water quality standards in Rice Creek. If they could not, they would have to  this garbage is plastic and the rest seems to be
build a pipeline in 2010 bypassing Rice Creek and discharging their wastewatesStyrofoam. It sickens me.
directly into the St. Johns River. Last year | picked up three large bags of gar-
The Riverkeeper was opposed to this solution as it just transferred toxic wast®age on the first day of vacation that had washed
from Rice Creek to the St. Johns River. The Riverkeeper and the Clean Waterup on the beach. The next day, | picked up an-
Network of Florida proposed working with GP to develop an independent studyother large bag full. This went on for a solid
by an outside group to study and propose solutions to the wastewater problem.eek. This year we were on a canal with Atlan-
Gov. Crist's office agreed to support this initiative. GP later decided that it tic Ocean access. Gar b
would not abide by the proposed study's solution and lobbied the Governor andhrough the maze of water to our house but | saw
DEP to grant an illegal extension to allow the mill to continue to discharge with-plenty of trash on our fishing trips. As we pa-
out a permit and effectively prohi btiolled thelsdalfor signsoigeot fishirg,otr vao f

ida Keys.
doing this every
year off and on,

o

According to the Riverkeeper, DEP's action: cation partners told me to keep a look out for
1 Gives GP a one to twyear hiatus to continue to violate water qualitystan- fistr ucturedo fl oating i n

dards in Rice Creek. under structur e. It di
1 Gives GP a break in permit renewal and enforcement actions. that fAstructureo was f|
1 Allows GP to continue to discharge high levels of toxic dioxin into our water- what it is, pick it up, and fish on!

ways and to discharge its effluent with an expired discharge permit. Another word for floating garbage is flotsam

TAl Il ows GP to fistudyo its polluti ons@urmdd elmske Ia cliudd 91 gp da
oversight and no guarantee the study will adequately address the problem. Plastics that end up in the ocean threaten sea life
"The only solution is an independ e mdudifghhdgrytstiesandife seadudysendant C

duce meaningful pollution reductions for both Rice Creek and the St. Johns.  gered American Saltwater Crocodile. We are a

More importantly, this analysis MUST include the public and bind GP to the  part of the web of life, not observers of it. What

results.” stated the Riverkeeper. happens to the Earth, its oceans, and animals
For a full explanation by the Riverkeeper, see http://www.riverhugger.com.  may not affect us first, but it will eventually and
) ] feventuall yo is gaining
Victory for Florida Hometown Democracy The average American uses between 300 and

According to an AP report, the Florida Supreme Court has struck down a law 700 plastic bags every year. The single serving
that let voters revoke their signatures from petition drives to put constitutional Plastic water bottle ought to be against the law if
amendments on statewide ballots. Tkerdling was a victory for Florida you ask me! So please, if you can only do one
Hometown Democracy, which challenged the law. Hometown Democracy ~ thing to help, switch to refillable bottles for your
sought an expedited decision to avoid losing signatures if the case wasn't decidéer- If you can do two, use reusable shopping
soon. Signatures have a shelf life of four years and that means some of the firspags. If you can do three, encourage your
ones will begin expiring if the amendment isn't certified for the 2010 ballot by ~friends.

June 22. Maybe we should stop talking about saving the
The Department of State's unofficial count shows the amendment has 711,16@/anet and start talking about saving the humans.
signatures with 676,811 needed for ballot certification. The Earth will survive with or without us.

Explore, enjoy and protect the planet
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Executive Cq

Tom Larson, Chair 247-1876
TCLarson168@msn.com

Bill Armstrong 880-7702
armsfam@yahoo.com

Dick Cardell 730-2128
gen32207@yahoo.com

Nancy Devereux 725-4439
wndevro@comcast.net

Candice Rue 241-7889
c.rue@att.net

Ed Schlessinger, Treasurer 730-8148

eds.greenmail@gmail.com

Janet Stanko, Vice Chair 880-1813
janestan@bellsouth.net
Al Tilley 737-9211

atilley@unf.edu

Open Position

"Sierra Club Outl

No pets allowed on outings except where designated in the outings description. Outing participan
are required to sign a waiver and release of liability at the start of the outing. The waiver can be
found at:

http://www.sierraclub.org/outings/national/participantforms/forms/individual_waiver.pdf.

JOIN US ON MEETUP:
Detalils of all outings can be found on our Meetup web site. Join our Meetup site for easy aqcess
programs, outings, and interactionaiwvw. meetup.com/SierraClub-Northeast-Florida-Group

Sunday, July 12, 10:45 a.m.: Egans Creek Paddle

Join this three to four hour paddle held by the Nassau Sierra Club. This is a short four t
five mile trip traveling south to Atlantic Avenue with the potential to travel up some of
the creeks running to the east into Fort Clinch. Learn about the plants, animals, and birc
in a tidal salt marsh. We will leave from the county boat ramp north of Pogy Place Road
at 10:45 a.m. From Atlantic Ave in Fernandina Beach, take 14th St north, cross Egans
Creek, turn |l eft, then turn right at th
be too choppy the launch will be moved to 14th Street (where there is a $5 fee for ramp
use). The trip is suitable for beginners. Bring kayak or canoe, personal flotation devices

C tt (‘\ h ' (ﬁ} n protection, water, insect repellent, and food as desired. RSVP on Meetu
Ol I “ I ” ee Nt rt(a nsl_eader Len Kreger at |.kreger@comcast.net cA38@8385.

Conservation Volunteer for this
position! Call 247 -1876

Environmental Mark Pettigrew

Education markpettigrew@gmail.com

Fundraising Volunteer for this

Events position! Call 247 -1876

Inner City Claudia Germano

Outings 268-9875

Legislative Janet Stanko

880-1813 janestan@bellsouth.net

Legal Volunteer for this
position! Call 247 -1876

Membership Karen Kempf

482-5352 kempf99@gmail.com

Newsletter Bill Armstrong

880-7702 armsfam@yahoo.com

Outings Brian Paradise

BGParadise@comcast.net

Programs, Duval Janet Larson
247-1876 JCLarsonl68@msn.com

Programs
Ponte Vedra

Larry Lickenbrock
larr2604@hotmail.com

Publicity Melinda Eckert
730-0385 eckenjm@bellsouth.net
Nominating Dick Cardell
gen32207@yahoo.com
Website Connie Geller
249-1761 c.geller@comcast.net

E-mail: neflsierraclub@yahoo.com

Web: http://florida.sierraclub.org/northeast

Web: www.meetup.com/
Sierra-Club-Northeast-Florida-Group
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Saturday, July 18, 8 a.m.: Water Adventure at Ginnie Springs

Spend a refreshing day at Ginnie Springs on the Santa Fe River with its seven crystal
clear, freshwater springs. We will go tubing, relax and have lunch (bring or buy there).
Canoes, kayaks, and snorkeling gear are available for rental on your own time. For any
one interested, the lovely village of High Springs is nearby for antiquing. The drive alon
is worth the trip. The price is $12.00 for adults, $3.00 for childréd.7Tube rental is
$6.00. For those who want to carpool,
cantile Bank at 8 a.m. For more information about and directions to the Springs, go to
www.ginniespringsoutdoors.com or Meetup. RSVP on Meetup or to Shelly Fine-at 825
8035; shelfine@gmail.com.

Saturday, July 18, 2:00 p.m.: Movie Outing at the IMAX Theater

Join us for a movie outing at the | MAX
ventureso is the third and f i n a-lifeexpad-er
tion of ocean explorers to document the health and beauty of the coral reef. The group
rate is $6.00 for adults and $4.50 for children under 18. RSVP on Meetup or to Outing
Leader Janet Larson. Payment must be made by July 15. Send checks to Janet Larsor
887 Marshside Court, Jacksonville Beach, 32250. For more information, see Meetup or
call Janet Larson 247876 or JCLarson168@ msn.com.

Saturday, August 29, 5.15 a.m.: Tubing the Ichetucknee River

This is a Florida classic which everynatlre ver shoul d do i n th
mune with the crystalline Ichetucknee River which flows about six miles through shaded
hammocks and wetlands from the headspring which has been declared a National Natu
Landmark. See more info on Meetup or in the August iss&éeofa Sentry

. Beekeeper Helps Local Sierran
Dick Cardell never realized how much a recent Sierra
Club program on beekeeping would help him out.
. Cardell explained, Al magin
- out to my gate and a swarm of disturbed angry bees
# formed a tall cloud! They had started a hive in an old gar-
& bage can. | called Sam Van Leer, who spoke at our May
! meeting about bees. He came over the next day and trans-
ferred the bees to a hive. A few days later he came by and
- picked up the hive. He promised to keep in touch to let me
«know how O6the girlsé are dc
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David Thundershield Queen

- Local Activist

David Thundershield Queen, a local activist from St. Augustine, died on June 12 of cancer. Stetson Kennedy, a renewvi-author,
ronmentalist, and human rights activist wrote:
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Beach (up on Amelia Islandhe only oceanfront stretch owned by AfrieAmericans on the continent) from being gobbled up by
posh Plantation developers, David stood by her side. The zoning commissioners ordered him to sit down and shut ufeptt David

ngl

t ookan her

standing and talking, so they dragged him offto-jailt i | | t al ki ng. o
AThe | egacy |l eft to the |iving and yet unborn by ©&akndd i s
person, selfless and caring. The future, if any, is going

Manatee Update

Dr.Gerald Pinto, Associate Research Scientist at Jacksonville University, and a recent speaker at our Jacksonvill¥ et Ponte
Beach meetings, gave a manatee count update at the June 11 Waterways Commission meeting.
According to our Waterways Commission reporters, Ralph and Amanda Hodges, Dr. Pinto reported that 65 manatees were obsen
during his June 3 observation fligh80 adults and 5 calves. This is double the amount observed during his May flightmahare
tees were observed in mating herds; these herds are in deeper water, the manatees are distracted, and are mori lilkddpadsbe h
No manatees deaths were reported during May. In addition, a mother and calf which were rescued last winter weretheldalsed in

ington Creek area.

Next Book Discussion Group

- August 27

Another casual and thought provoking book discussion will take place on August 27th at 7:30. We will be discussingdnharjory S

man Dougl asdé cl assi
welcomed.
Annual Camporee Nov.5 -7

c

Save the date! We will have our annual
Sierra Club Camporee on Novemberbat
Fort Clinch State Park. We will be combin-
ing with our Sierra Club Nassau Group for
tours of the fort, camping, swimming, hikin
biking, and lots of good fun. Camp Friday
and Saturday, or just Saturday. We have
reserved campsites but space will be limite
More details will follow here and on Meetuj

Crist Takes an Ugly Turn

Our fAenvironment al
to developers. Crist signed SB 360 which
designed to spur construction by eliminatin
requirements that force developers to pay |
road and other transportation improvement
It also grants broad exemptions to the statq
chief mechanism for regulating growth
across multiple jurisdictions.

Next up is SB 2080a terrible bill that
would give the executive directors of the fi\
water management districts the sole powel
decide the fate of water withdrawals from @
rivers and aquifer. Tell Crist to veto this bil

Volunteers Needed

We are looking for several people to add
our Public Relations team. If you have a lo
of writing that you are anxious to use, cont
Janet Larson at JCLarson168@ msn.com.

Program AAwar do
Nancy Devereux earned the latest award g

AMoving the Club do
our goals. 0 She was
bring a guide book

Quick Links

Recent links, news items, and updates:

DEP tells Georgia Pacific mill to rethink
dioxin, other problems

See our PG 1 for an explanation of this stg
See: http://tinyurl.com/p7ke37

n50 feet
sonville's port

of water ! "

Sounds catchy, but signals death for the Si.

Johns River!
See: http://tinyurl.com/pu2wm5

New jobs or healthy river: Which is more

important?

Ron Littlepagebs ta
See: http://tinyurl.com/md9mpv

Citing job creation, Crist signs growth-
management bill

Cristés shameful ac
See: http://tinyurl.com/ku6csq

Crist loses his bearings

The St. Pete Ti mesbo

SB 360 and a good explanation of the lurig
political maneuverings.
See: http://tinyurl.com/gfopnb

Navy training zone expands off coast of
Jacksonville

Environmentalists say plans will damage
marine mammals.

See: http://tinyurl.com/Im4hk6

Florida bans commercial harvest of fresh-
water turtles

Finally, some good news for the environme
See: http://tinyurl.com/med94s

Contributions, gifts and dues to Sierra Club are not tax deduc'cible;I
they support our effective, citizen-based advocacy and lobbying |
efforts. Your dues include $7.50 for a subscription to Sierra magazine |
and $1 for your Chapter newsletters. 1

I . . I
! Join the SierraClub !
I 1
1 Name 1
1 1
I Address 1
I 1
1 City State 1
ry 1
: Zip Phone ( ) 1
1
I Email 1
I 1
I 1
I 1
1 1
id Join today and receive 1
1 a FREE Sierra Club 1
1 Weekender Bag! 1
I 1
I 1
1 1
H 1
["] Check enclosed. Please make payable to Sierra Club. |
: Please chargemy: | |Visa [ | Mastercard [ | AMEX :
: Cardholder Name :
I Card Number 1
t: Exp. Date / :
I 1
I 1
I Membership Categories Individual Joint 1
: Special Offer []$25 :
I Standard 0 $39 %47
: Supporting 01§75 [1$100 :
: Contributing 16150 %175 1
| Life [1$1000  [1$1250 |
: Senior 01 $24 0$32 :
I Student/Limited Income [ $24 %32
1
1
|
1
I

— A

=

P.O. Box 52968, Boulder, CO 80322-2968

1
1
1
Enclose a check and mail to Sierra Club, 1
1
1

I orvisit our website www.sierraclub.org

e e e e e e e e e e e — - — -

n & The Evargladds Riget ob Grass Sudgestiohsedfor fhturehoakd tadiseuss are

tero

ning



Meeting Calendar

Monday, July 6 A 6
Ponte Vedra Beach General Meeting
Public Library, Ponte Vedra Beach

6850 Belfort Oaks Road, Jacksonville

Monday, July 13 A f:00 p. m.
Jacksonville General Meeting
Lakewood Presbyterian Church
2001 University Blvd., Jacksonville

Monday, August 3 A|l6:30 p. m.
Ponte Vedra Beach General Meeting
Public Library, Ponte Vedra Beach

Monday, August 10 A 7:00 p. m.
Jacksonville General Meeting
Lakewood Preshyterian Church
2001 University Blvd., Jacksonville

Executive Committee Meeting
6850 Belfort Oaks Road, Jacksonville

In July, we celebrate|our nationés
In addition, July is National Blueberry Month
and National Parks and Recreation Month.

All of these are great reasons to get out and
explore, enjoy, and protect the planet! oY A

General Proe
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Thursday, July 9 A| 6 6@yChgstemive. Suite 103
Executive Committee Meeting Jacksonville, FL 32217

Thursday, August 18 A 6:30 p. m.
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Sharks: Menace or Keystone Species

At St Simons Island, GA there is ¢
team of fishermen who pride them-
selves on catching sharkaeot for
the trophy jaws or to rid the ocean
of a menace but for science and
fun.

The SSI Sharkers Research Tean

p Ponte Vedra Beach A
Monday, July 6

Movie Night - “Lithium Springs”

We will watch a comedy adven-
ture movie called
Springso0.-friehdlyinle-f a i
pendent film is about an off beat
adventurer and his dog who stum-
ble across an old map pinpointing
the Fountain of Youth. In their

was put together by Tony Burch seven years ago. The process quest, they discover the natural majesty of the swamp and some-
of tagging was to encourage fishermen to enjoy catching shafksthing that threatens to go through it.

as game fish while releasing them to aid the studies. This
teambébs goal is to preserve
the top of the oceanic food chain.

Tony will be discussing sharks from misconceptions about
attacks to the reasons sharks need protections from humans.
There will be a question and answer session.

The Jacksonville meeting will be at the Lakewood Presbyterian
Church, 2001 University Blvd (1/2 mile from San Jose Blvd). Social
Time begins at 6:30. Bring your own cup.

The film has a strong environmental theme, using nature, wild-
tife, magic waods sreatures, thenFoyda euialaors, @nd the spintuak
nature of Mother Earth herself to demand that the environment and
ecology of Florida come before monetary gain.

All welcome (including kids!).

The Ponte Vedra Beach program will be held in the main meeting room of
the Ponte Vedra Beach Public Library on Library Road at AlA (blinking
light south of the intersection of AIA and Solana Road, on A1A about two
miles south of Butler Boulevard).



