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Setback on the Fight Against St.
Johns River Water Withdrawal

On January 12, State Administrative Judge Johns-
ton rejected the arguments of Northeast Florida gov-
ernments and the St. Johns Riverkeeper that a Central
Florida utility should not be allowed to withdraw
water from the St. Johns River for its customers, ac-
cording to a Times Union article.

Explained Neil Armingeon, the St. Johns
Riverkeeper, "At the onset of the 3-week long admin-
istrative hearing, Judge Johnston determined that he
would only consider evidence and testimony that
pertained specifically to the impacts and terms of the
permit application in question (the Seminole County
Permit to remove 5.5 million gallons of water a day
from the flow of the river at its proposed Yankee Lake facility). Judge Johnston
did not consider the potential future size of the Yankee Lake facility or Seminole
County’s plans to sell excess
ties....This decision by the Judge to severely limit the boundaries and scope of the
case obviously made our job of demonstrating downstream environmental harm
much more difficult."

"During the hearing, Seminole County experts testified that the county would
only need 0.7 MGD from the St. Johns between 2009 and 2013. This water
would be used for irrigation purposes - to water landscaping and lawns. The par-
ties opposing the permit (Riverkeeper, City of Jacksonville, and St. Johns
County) argued (with sufficient reason in my opinion) that Seminole County
could easily obtain 0.7 MGD from other sources, e.g., water conservation, and
that there was no demonstrated need to withdraw water from the St. Johns
River." noted Armingeon.

Armingeon continued, "Despite this setback, significant progress has been
made as a result of our legal challenge. This issue and the hearing have united
citizens and communities up and down the river in an effort to protect the St.
Johns. Our efforts have sent a powerful message to counties looking to the river
to meet their water supply needs. They now know how much the river means to
communities and citizens downstream and the lengths to which we will go in
order to protect the St. Johns. Getting a permit to withdraw water from the St.
Johns is not just a matter or procedure and will be much harder to obtain than
previously thought. Because we challenged this permit, we have forced the
SJIRWMD to fully examine and scrutinize all of the impacts and implications of
future water withdrawal proposals. Our opposition has resulted in an extensive
two-year reanalysis of the feasibility and potential impacts of water withdrawal

projects."
The St. Johns River Water Management District Governing Board will make a
final ruling on Seminole County’s

March 10 meeting in Palatka. Citizens can attend that meeting to demonstrate
opposition. Details regarding that meeting will be available on the Riverkeeper's
web site at www.stjohnsriverkeeper.org.

Help the Riverkeeper protect our St. Johns River from harmful withdrawals in
Central Florida. Go to www.stjohnsriverkeeper.org and see what you can do!
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Join Us on Our New

Website - Meetup.com

Your Sierra Club North-
cast Florida has now joined
Meetup.com! We invite
you to sign up today! Mee"'vp

Meetup is the world's larg-
est network of local groups. More than 2,000
groups get together in local communities each
day, each one with the goal of improving them-
selves and their communities. Meetup's mission
is to revitalize local community and help people
around the world self-organize. Meetup believes
that people can change their personal world, or
the whole world, by organizing themselves into
groups that are powerful enough to make a dif-
ference.

to log in:
secure.meetup.com/login/

Search for our site with search words such as
"Sierra", "environment", or "hiking". When you
find us, join up as a member of our Meetup
group.

If you ARE already on Meetup, search for our
site and join as a member. Here's our link:

http://www.meetup.com/
Sierra-Club-Northeast-Florida-Group

On our Meetup site, you'll find all of our
events and outings listed for your easy review
and RSVP. You can ask questions about the
event and get answers quickly. Meetup includes
a place where you can post pictures and interact
via messages and message boards with other
members. There is a Files area where we can
post maps, newsletters, gear lists, and other help-
ful info.

This is our way to improve our communica-
tions within our local Sierra Club group and to
bring more local folks in to our activities. Sign
up today and begin an interactive, fun, easy ex-
perience in exploring, enjoying, and protecting
the planet!

Y aPiedse@neet uba@Me&up!wat er wi

Join our Meetup site for easy access to pro-
grams, outings, and interaction with other Out-
door Adventurers and Conservationists!
www.meetup.com/
Sierra-Club-Northeast-Florida-Group

Explore, enjoy and protect the planet

If you're NAT] aleedeon Meetwp,ause thit linke s ,
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Executive Cq

Tom Larson, Chair 247-1876
TCLarson168@msn.com

Bill Armstrong 880-7702
armsfam@yahoo.com

Dick Cardell 730-2128
gen32207@yahoo.com

Nancy Devereux 725-4439
wndevro@comcast.net

Candace Rue 241-7889
c.rue@att.net

Ed Schlessinger, Treasurer 730-8148

eds.greenmail@gmail.com

Janet Stanko, Vice Chair 880-1813
janestan@bellsouth.net

Al Tilley 737-9211
atilley@unf.edu

Brian Vonn 247-2392

brian.vonn@gmail.com

Participants in Sierra Club outings are required to sign an acknowledgement of outing member
responsibility, express assumption of risk, and release of liability at the commencement of the out-
ing. The language of this waiver can be found at http://www.sierraclub.org/outings/national/
participantforms/forms/individual waiver.pdf.

If you need a copy of the language and cannot access the website, please contact your Outings
Leader, and he/she will arrange to get a copy to you.

Note to all outing participants
Individual outing participants are responsible for bringing the appropriate gear and provisions for
each outing. For your benefit, gear checklists are available - contact your Outings Leader.

Saturday, Feb. 7, 9:00 a.m.: Hiking Along the Suwannee on the Florida Trail

Get outside and enjoy a seven-mile hike through the beautiful Florida woods, past Big
Shoals, Robinson Branch Falls, Bell Springs, and Little Shoals - all along the famous
Suwannee River. We will drive together to White Springs (Gar Pond parking lot). There
will be a shuttle service to the trailhead and we will hike approximately 7 miles back to
our cars. This is a fundraiser for the Florida Trail Association, so a donation of $15 is
requested (cash or check). Bring comfortable shoes, water, and pack a lunch if you like.
We will meet at the Days Inn parking lot near 1-10/1-295 at 9:00 a.m. sharp and drive

CO m m itte e "" hﬁixﬁite Springs. The Days Inn is located one block north of the I-10 Lane
Nt i his exit is east of [-295. RSVP REQUIRED on our Meetup web site (see

Volunteer for this
position! Call 247 -1876

Conservation

Environmental  Volunteer for this

Education position! Call 247 -1876

Fundraising Volunteer for this

Events position! Call 247 -1876

Inner City Claudia Germano/Steve

Outings Ruge 268-9875

Legislative Janet Stanko

880-1813 janestan@bellsouth.net

Legal Volunteer for this
position! Call 247 -1876

Membership Karen Kempf

482-5352 kempf99@gmail.com

Newsletter Bill Armstrong

880-7702 armsfam@yahoo.com

Outings Brian Paradise

BGParadise@comcast.net

Programs, Duval Janet Larson

247-1876 JCLarsonl68@msn.com

Programs Brian Paradise

St. Johns BGParadise@comcast.net

Publicity Melinda Eckert

730-0385 eckenjm@bellsouth.net

Nominating Dick Cardell
gen32207@yahoo.com

W ebsite Connie Geller

249-1761 c.geller@comcast.net

E-mail: neflsierraclub@yahoo.com

Web: http://florida.sierraclub.org/northeast

Web: www.meetup.com/
Sierra-Club-Northeast-Florida-Group
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article on page 1) or to Outing Leader Bill Armstrong at armsfam@yahoo.com.

Saturday, Feb. 21, 10:00 a.m.: Hiking on Fort George Island

Come hike and learn about fascinating and historical Fort George Island. Meet at 10 a.m.
at the Ribault Club. Before we set out on the three-mile Saturiwa Trail, a State Park
Ranger will give us a brief talk about the Ribault Club and the geography and history of
the Island. Finally, we will make a short visit to nearby Kingsley Plantation. Lunch at the
Sanddollar, overlooking the beautiful St. Johns River, is possible afterwards. For anyone
still wanting to explore, there will be a "Critters" program at Pavilion One at Little Talbot
Island. This would be on your own time. To get to the Ribault Club drive east on Heck-
scher Drive to the entrance to Kingsley Plantation which is on the left of Heckscher Drive
about Y4 mile past the St. Johns Ferry. After you turn into the entrance take the loop road
to the right and you will get to the Ribault Clubhouse in about 10 minutes. RSVP RE-
QUIRED on our Meetup web site (see article on page 1) or Shelly Fine at (904) 825-8035
or email at shelfine@gmail.com.

Saturday, Mar. 7, 10:30 a.m.: Day Hike to Moses Creek

The Moses Creek Conservation Area preserves one of the few remaining undeveloped
tidal creeks in the region. It is owned by the St. Johns River Water Management District.
Moses Creek has a diverse vegetative community which provides habitat for a variety of
wildlife. There are two entrances with parking areas on the north side of SR 206, east of
US 1. We will meet at the eastern entrance to Moses Creek (nearest the Intracoastal Wa-
terway) at 10:30 a.m. Bring plenty of water, bug spray, and lunch. Hike is limited to 12
participants and is approximately five miles. RSVP REQUIRED on our Meetup web site
(see article on page 1) or to Allen Altman at: altmanscientific@gmail.com or (904) 501-
3588 (cell).

Saturday, Mar. 21, 10:30 a.m.: Exploring the History of Fernandina Beach
We ' | | meet at the Harbor (parking is
tour will be of lovely Center Street. Next, we will have lunch at Café Caribou or wher-
ever you choose. Following lunch, we will take the Golden Era tour, learning about the
unique players in Amelia Island's history and how the city was affected by world events
from 1782-1850. Go to ameliamuseum.org for more information on the tours. The fee is
$20.00 per person for both tours or $10.00 for one. Car pooling can be arranged by noti-
fying Shelly that you want to car pool. The Harbor parking lot is at the foot of Center
Street next to the harbor. RSVP REQUIRED as soon as possible on our Meetup web site
(see article on page 1) or Shelly Fine: shelfine@gmail.com or 904 825-8035.
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Mayport Cruise Terminal Update

Final decisions regarding the proposed Mayport cruise terminal have been delayed. Since our last newsletter, several developments

have happened regarding this issue.

On January 11, Michelle Baldwin, president of the Mayport Civic Association, declared an impasse in mediation negotiations with
the Port Authority. The meeting of the Jacksonville City Council Land Use and Zoning Committee on the project was then postponed
as the Jacksonville Port Authority decided to conduct additional studies. In addition, the Public Trust Environmental Legal Institute

has joined with the Mayport Civic Association in calling for additional environmental
safeguards.

It appears that the opposition to the cruise terminal location at Mayport is beginning to
have some effect. Also, it could be that financial conditions are such that the cruise indus-

try and the Port Authority are rethinking the viability of the project. See the links below ) ) .
in “Quick Links” for more informati on. Begin a family challenge with
Cate’s question: “

Book Discussion Group Doing All It Can To Reduce The

Our first meeting of the book discussion group met in January and had an interesting N ~ Amount Of T rha sh | Ot
di scussi on of T hselinabsok Hot, Fla ahch@rowdest best |, ‘é‘é'\/?ftoﬁmg'n?af' tEdE::at : g‘

We will meet again for another stimulating sharing of ideas on March 19th at 7:00. We . . . . .

. . . - | other informative and interesting articles
will be reading In Defense of Foobly Michael Pollan, who alsowrote Th e Omn i V Q£ Q& the website.
Dilemma Copies of the book are available at public libraries and bookstores. Surf a bit on our site, then get outdoors and

. . think!

Join The Great Backyard Bird Cqunt February 13 - 16 . Remember, visit florida.sierraclub.org/

A joint project of the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and the National Audubon Society northeast-t here’s | ots o gr e
provides an opportunity for families, students, and people of all ages to discover the won- | Also, visit our new Meetup site at
ders of nature in backyards, schoolyards, and local parks, and, at the same time, make an _ www.meetup.com/
important contribution to conservation. Sierra-Club-NortheastFlorida-Group

Volunteers take part by counting birds for
at least 15 minutes on one or more days of
the event and reporting their sightings online.
The data will help researchers understand
bird population trends across the continent,
information that is critical for effective con-
servation. For more info, see
www.birdsource.org/gbbc.

Quick Links

Recent links, news items, and updates:

Group Joins Fight Against Mayport Cruise
Terminal

The Public Trust Environmental Legal Insti-
tute joins in to help Mayport citizens.

See: www.shorelines.com/node/1320

JPA Board to Consider Risks in Cruise
Terminal Proposals

The JPA regroups under increased opposition |
and shaky financial viability.
See: tinyurl.com/9udqax

Sierra Suppers - February 7
February 7 will be our next quarterly
“Sierra Suppers” ev
and conversation to a Sierra home near you!
Call the host or hostess nearest your area and
join the fun.
Mandarin - Joanne Thompson, 260-3398
Beaches - Janet Larson, 247-1876
Riverside - Don Lohman, 387-2250
Arlington - Nancy Devereux, 725-4439
If you would like to host this event, call
Janet Larson at 247-1876.

JEA Tables Plans for Power Plant for One
Year

Recession forces the company to make the
economic choice.

See: http://tinyurl.com/9czrnf

We Need to Know Effects of Dredging
River Channel

Ron Littlepage points out serious issues with
further dredging.

See: tinyurl.com/b4e3db

JEA Boosts Water Recycling

JEA focusing on wastewater that could be
used to water lawns.

See: tinyurl.com/9czrnf

Zero Waste and Producer
Responsibility

The Sierra Club has adopted a new policy -
Zero Waste: Cradle-to-Cradle principles for
the 21st Century.

Most of the products we buy are designed
for the dump because the companies making
the products have no incentive to prevent
waste. |t’s advanta
singleuse products and
be repaired.

What can you do? Check out:
www.sierraclub.org/committees/zerowaste

Guana a Reminder of Need for Public
Land Purchases

Ron Littlepage marks the 25th anniversary of
the deal that preserved this wonderful Guana
area.

See: tinyurl.com/dnhgjx

Join the Sierra Club

Name

Address

City State

Zip Phone ( )

Email

[ Join today and receive
a FREE Sierra Club
Weekender Bag!

["] Check enclosed. Please make payable to Sierra Club.
Please charge my: | |Visa [ | Mastercard [ | AMEX

Card Number

Exp. Date /

Membership Categories Individual Joint
Special Offer %25

Standard 0 $39 [ %47
Supporting 01§75 [1$100
Contributing 16150 0 $175
Life [J $1000 [1$1250
Senior %24 [1$32
Student/Limited Income [ $24 1632

Contributions, gifts and dues to Sierra Club are not tax deduc'cible;I
they support our effective, citizen-based advocacy and lobbying |
efforts. Your dues include $7.50 for a subscription to Sierra magazine |
I and $1 for your Chapter newsletters. 1

Enclose a check and mail to Sierra Club,
P.O. Box 52968, Boulder, CO 80322-2968

I
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I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
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I
I
: Cardholder Name
I
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[
I
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I
I orvisit our website www.sierraclub.org
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Meeting Calendar

Monday, February 2
Ponte Vedra Beach General Meeting
Public Library, Ponte Vedra Beach

Monday, February 9
Jacksonville General Meeting
Lakewood Presbyterian Church

2001 University Blvd., Jacksonville

Executive Committee Meeting
6850 Belfort Oaks Road, Jacksonville

Please join us at our new web site:
www.meetup.com/
Sierra -Club -Northeast -Florida -Group
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A 2029 Brd Steet iNorth
Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250-7429

Thursday, February|12 A 6:30
Executive Committee Meeting

6850 Belfort Oaks Road, Jacksonville

Monday, March 2 A 6:30 p.m
Ponte Vedra Beach General Meeting

Public Library, Ponte Vedra Beach

Monday, March 9 A y7:00 p.m
Jacksonville General Meeting

Lakewood Preshyterian Church

2001 University Blvd., Jacksonville

Thursday, March 12| A 6:30 p.m

Non-Profit Org
US Postage
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. m.

Printed on 30% postonsumer recycled paper with sbgsed ink

silfoulfw at florida.sierraclub.org/
riedit f ag to all meeting locations.

Jacksonville A 7
Monday, February 9

Invasive Plants

Jackie Simms, from our own Sierra Club
Northeast Group, will educate us on inva-
sive plants in our area.

This topic is important not only because
these plants crowd out native plants that are
beneficial to wildlife in our locale, but also
because, in some cases, they take up more
water than natives from our dwindling wa-
ter resources.

Learn how to identify these unwanted neighbors and how to
get them out of your yard.

The Jacksonville meeting will be at the Lakewood Presbyterian
Church, 2001 University Blvd (1/2 mile from San Jose Blvd). Social
Time begins at 6:30. Bring your own cugnd your old cell phonés

p Ponte Vedra Beach A

Monday, February 2
The Right Whale Survey Project

Frank Gromling, author, publisher, and As-
sistant Coordinator for the Right Whale Sur-
vey Project, will review unique conservation
efforts to save the Northern Right Whale
which visits the east coast of Florida each win-
ter to calve.

There is an urgency to protect these special
mammals as there is only an estimated current
population of 350 to 400 whales.

Non-Sierra Club members are very welcome to attend the meet-
ing.

For further information, please phone Brian Paradise at (904) 710
- 0479.

The Ponte Vedra Beach program will be held in the main meeting room of
the Ponte Vedra Beach Public Library on Library Road at AlA (blinking
light south of the intersection of AIA and Solana Road, on A1A about two
miles south of Butler Boulevard).



